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DOGGETTS PLAYSPACE 

1	 PURPOSE OF REPORT 

1.1. 	 At the meeting of full Council held on 18 April, it was agreed that:-

1.	 Extensive consultation be undertaken on the possibilities for 
resiting the aerial runway within the vicinity of the Stambridge 
Road Recreation Area, consultees to include local residents, 
equipment users, Parish and Ward Councillors and the 
Chairman of the Community Services Committee. 

2.	 That the outcome of the consultation be reported to the 
Council’s Community Services Committee for decision. 

1.2.	 This report advises Members of the consultation process undertaken 
and the results achieved. 

2	 THE PROCESS 

2.1.	 The Chairman of the Community Services Committee and Ward 
Members met with the Corporate Director (Finance & External 
Services) and agreed the options that would be put before the 
residents. 

2.2. 	 The Corporate Director was asked to draft and circulate proposed 
consultation documentation to all Members in order to receive any 
views prior to the consultation taking place. 

2.3. 	 A letter was sent to all Members, advising them of the proposals on 8 
May. One verbal response was received. 

2.4. 	 A letter was also sent to Rochford Parish Council, advising them of the 
process and requesting their views in relation to the consultation 
exercise and which option they supported. 

2.5. 	 The Parish Council requested that the consultation letter should be 
expanded to give more explanation regarding the screening proposed 
to obscure the view of the aerial runway towers from residences.  The 
Parish also stated that they would support the proposals for re
alignment within the playspace. 
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2.6.	 Letters were sent to 1,549 residents on 30/31 May with a request that 
they return the forms by 9 June. Prepaid envelopes were provided. A 
copy of the final consultation papers are attached at Appendix 1 of this 
report. 

3	 RESULTS OF CONSULTATION 

3.1.	 Responses were received from 307 residents, which equates to a 
return rate of 19.8%.  In addition one response was received from 
outside the consultation area. 

3.2. 	 As Members will see from Appendix 2, a number of those people 
consulted wished the equipment to stay in its current position with, 
perhaps, some additional screening. Taking these views into account, 
the results were: 

Resite equipment within playspace: 249 
Remove equipment: 39 
No change but with additional screening: 24 

3.3. 	 A number of comments were received and these are summarised at 
Appendix 2 of the report. 

3.4. 	 A verbal update will be given at the meeting of  responses received 
after the closing date. 

4	 CRIME AND DISORDER IMPLICATIONS 

4.1. 	 It is generally accepted that provision of good quality play facilities 
reduces problems associated with children. The Rochford Roche Ward 
has been identified as having a high percentage of young people, 
some of whom have benefited from the facility. 

4.2.	 At the present time, the site has not been the subject of logged police 
complaints. 

5	 ENVIRONMENTAL IMPLICATIONS 

5.1.	 It is not considered that the refurbishment has had any environmental 
effect on the area, although the additional planting of trees will be of 
benefit in the longer term as there is a lack of trees in the immediate 
vicinity. 
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6	 RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 

6.1.	 The cost of the two options will range between £6,000 and £8,000. 
Provision for this has already been agreed by Council in that the sum is 
to be funded from the 2000/2001 playspace rolling programme. 

7	 PARISH IMPLICATIONS 

7.1.	 The site is situated within Rochford Parish.  As mentioned earlier in the 
report, the Parish has been consulted and would support the relocation 
of the equipment within the playspace. 

9 RECOMMENDATION 

It is proposed that the Committee RESOLVES 

(1)  that the results of the consultation be noted. 

(2)  to determine which option to take in respect of the aerial runway. 

Roger Crofts 

Corporate Director (Finance & External Services) 

For further information please contact Roger Crofts on (01702) 546366 
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IrL \ 
ROCHFORD DISTRICT COUN 

R. Crofts, CPFA 
Corporsle Direclor 
(Flnan~ and External Ser’vlcas) 

fdy ABf: RCXMH 
Your Ref: 

Council Offices South Street 
Ask for: Rochford Essex 554 IBW 
!zxk 3630 
DlreCl Dial: T&phone: 01702 546368 

DX 3c1761 Rochforxl 
Emall: roger.cml$Orochford.gov.uk Facdrnlte: 01702 545737 
Webeke: www.mchford.gov.uk 

Date: May 2000 

DOQaQtb3 PtEVBDS@ 

AS you may be aware, the Coundl has recontty upgraded and refurbished the children’s 
playspace slluated withlo the Star&ridge Road Recreation &ound. 

One piece of equipment, the aerial runway, has caused come concerns wtth regard to its 
sltuatlon. A photograph of ihls particular piece of equipment is attached. 

The Council has agreed to reetta lhts ptece of OqUlpI’fiBti, but onty after engt%gtng In full 
consultstton with residents who live close to the playspace or who live close enough for 
thalr ohlldren to use ihe equlpmeti. 

I am therefoore writing to all restdents in Ihe area to SQBk views on ths best way forward. I 
would be grateful if you would study theinformatlon attached and send me your views in 
the prepaid envelope provided. 

There are oonstralnts In respect of the location of the equlpmant, In that it should be along 
one of the boundarfes. This is to ensure lhere is no encouragement for children tu run near 
the equipment when It Is In use. 

It would also be Inappr&iats Lo sits the &lpment outside of Ihe piay area. Them i: tvm 
main reasons toor this. Firstly, It should form part of a vsrtety of equipment lor the children to 
ptay on. SsCGfldly, If It Is slluated anywhere else In the recreation ground, we would have 
to lose a sports pitch and Ihey are currently well used. 
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At present. it would appear that we only have Iwo options. One would be to turn tlis aerfal 
runway at tfght angles lo where It Is now situated and pul up some screen fencing so lhst 
the two steel towers are shlelded from dew Imm IhB road. The SBmnd optlqn would bs to 13. 
removs the equlpmsnt sntlrely snd rslooate It In snolhsr playgmund ElSSWhBre In the 
District. 

I shall bs reporting lo Cwndl MB&SIB In the eummer and wculd ask yau to return ths 
quesllonnslre by 9 June ZOIJO. 

Please awspt my thanks for tsklng the timo lo put your views forward In order to assist the 
Council In making Us linal dsclslan. 

Yours slncsrely, 

42iL,k - 
(Finance end Extsrnel Servlces) 

@ 

I:., 
: 
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DOGGElTS PLAYSPACE 

OPTIONS FOR AERIAL RUNWAY 

Please tick the box relating to Your preferred opt1011 

1. Reeile in posltlon shown In the plan and provide III
Screen fendng. 

2. Remove from sits and relocate In another 
Playspace elsewhere In the Dlshfcl 0 

If you have any comments lo make In respect of this Issue, piwee set lhem out In the 
space below. 
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DOGGETTSPLAYSPACE 
LOOKING TOWARDS THE PLAYSPACE FROM 

STILWELLS 
. 
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RESULTS OF CONSULTATlON - DWQEtTS PLAYSPACE APPENDIX 2 

ml 
Opllon Selected I 

Opllorl t - 226 
optlcn2-96 ! I 

No.01 
Commsnt _ Rs6pondents

1. Chlktmn am safe 4 
2. Chlldmn enjoy the equipment (especlally the a&l rumvay and 
eweclaUy slnee the ptayspace was refurbIshed) 31 
3. Children need unnwhem m nl*u I< 
4. Leave ate nmww wlwe II 

rmatlon Ground - mom specs and unseen born 
the mud and them am fw facllitlea Ior wn2 chlldmn 2 
16. Screens should nd be aulflclclettl ta hide chlldmn the aqulpment 

No. of fomx sent. I ,649 
..fl. 01 hvms returned - 307 

(some respondents dld not select &her opuon) 

II-9 
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