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SATELLITE DISHES AND OTHER ANTENNAS – ODPM
CONSULTATION PAPER
1 SUMMARY

1.1 This report seeks Members’ views on Government proposals for amendments
to the General Permitted Development Order (GPDO) relating to the
treatment of satellite dishes and other antennas.

2 INTRODUCTION

2.1 The consultation paper is a response to the changes taking place in respect of
digital and satellite technology.  The proposals seek to regularise the way
different antennas are treated under the planning system.

2.2 Under the current arrangements, there is a variation in the way that satellite
dishes and other antennas are treated, and there is no clear methodology in
respect of antennas located on a dwelling house, within a designated area
(Conservation Area) or on other buildings, including blocks of flats and
business premises.

2.3 In addition to satellite and other antennas, most homes have a TV aerial.
Most conventional TV aerials have been treated as de minimis.  (As in de
minimis non curat lex – the law does not concern itself with trifles).  In other
words, erecting a TV aerial has not been considered as development and,
therefore, permitted development rules do not apply.  On this basis, the
options included in the consultation paper do not apply to TV aerials.

2.4 Appendix 1 to this report provides details of the questions asked in the
consultation paper.

3 OPTIONS

3.1 The Government is proposing five possible options for dealing with satellite
and other antennas in the future.  Appendix 2 to this report summarises the
options.  Suggested responses to each of the consultation questions are
provided below.

1. Yes, this seems reasonable.

2. Yes, there seems to be little doubt that further changes in the technology
will come about and that the regulations should be flexible enough to deal
with those changes.

3. Existing satellite dishes are measured in centimetres across the width of
the dish.  Other antennas are available in various shapes and sizes.  The
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Government is proposing that these types be measured by cubic capacity
and this would seem to be sensible.

4. Yes

5. Option 1 allows for 1 satellite dish and 1 small antenna.  This option would
avoid a proliferation of antennas on dwelling houses and control their
position to ensure least damage to the skyline.

6. Yes – Option 1.

7. Yes – those proposed seem reasonable.

8. Yes.

9. Option 1  provides appropriate controls in sensitive areas.

10. Yes – Option 1.

11. Yes -  again those proposed in Option 1 seem reasonable.

12. Yes.

13. Option 2 – the scale of flats and office buildings above 15 metres in height
justifies a little more flexibility.

14. Yes.

15. Yes.

16. Yes.

4 ENVIRONMENTAL IMPLICATIONS

4.1 There is no doubt that the combined impact of satellite and other antennas on
dwellings and other buildings can be significant, especially so in designated
areas.

5 RECOMMENDATION

5.1 It is proposed that the Committee RESOLVES

That, subject to Members’ comments, the Council’s response to the
consultation paper be as outlined in the report. (HPS)
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Shaun Scrutton

Head of Planning Services

______________________________________________________________

Background Papers: ODPM Consultation Paper “Satellite dishes and other
antennas”.

For further information please contact Shaun Scrutton on:-

Tel:- 01702-318100
E-Mail:- shaun.scrutton@rochford.gov.uk
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