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l RocHpoRDDISTRICTCOIJNCIL 

MinutesoftheI%ance&GenemlPurposesCommittee 

At a Meeting held 0112nd Deeember 1997 PoxzntzCouncrllors D E Barnes, 
(Chairmm), C I Black, D.F. Flack, Mrs. J hf. Grles, M J. Handford, N. Hams, Mrs 
J Helson,Mrs M Hunnable,VH Leach,Mrs S J Lemon, CR Morgan, 
Mrs. PMV Pear% T.A Powell, Mm. WM. Stevenson, RE Vmgoe, D A Weu and 
Mrs MAWem 

Apologies: Counctllor G. Fox 

Snbswrtes: Counclllor J.M. Dtckson 

Visiting: Counctior Mrs HL A. Glynn. 

522 

Resolved that the Mmmes of the Meeting of 14th October 1997 be approved as a correct 
record and stgned by the Charmran, subject to the mclus~on of CouncrllorMrs 
M S. Vmce as substitute. 

523 ME?mEFts-

The mta-ests maded 111the Mmutea to be remaved and considered were taken as read. 

CouncrllorDE. Barnes declared a non-pecmuq mtcrest m all nems relatmg to 
Raylergh Town Council by vntue of his role as Town Councillor. 

Counc~llor Mrs. J Helson declared a non-pecuniary mterest in the 1tem.s on Rcchford 
Health for All 2080 Achon Team and Treasury Management 

Councrllors Mrs M. Hunnable and CR. Morgan each declared a non-pecumary mterest 
III Youth Setwe related ttems by vmue of their Youth Se~ce Management 
representattve role 

CouncrUom CR Morgan and Mrs WM. Stevenson each declared a non-pecuniary 
interest in the item on the proposed transfer of Hullbridge Car Park by vn-tue of then 
role as Pansh Councillots. 

.* Councillor Mrs H L.A Glynn declared a non-perumary mterest m the items on the new 
Pollmg Statron for Hawkwell Fast Ward and the Rochford and Dtstrict Chamber of 
Trade and Commerce by virtue of her representative roles. 

5-24 OUTSTANDINGISSUES 

(a) Fmaace & General Purposes Cog - Meeting of&h July 1997. 

(t) Comicil Meeting of 22nd July 1997 

‘& Comrmuee was satrsfied that all necessary acoon had been taken. Mmutes 326i97, 
334l97 and 357l97 were camed forward 

525. RECOMMENDATTONS OF PARENT COMPANIES 

The Commtttee constdered the recommendations of the Parent Comnnttees. 

cornmi~ me 
3 

coh4hmNmYswvlcF3s 11th November 1997 --“I185 



Minute 488 - Health Authority Jomt Planning Fumhng. 

Resolved that the South Essex Health Authonty be adwed that thrs Authonty iT,J&S 

the request for fundmg and consrders that the costs should be defrayed to the County 
Council and the Health Author@ as servtce prowlers (26609) (HPSJIHHCC) 

Minute 489 -Public Conventenas. 

Resolved (1) that CIRCA Letsure report to the next Meetmg of the Commumty Services 
Commtttee regarding the Mrll Hall pubhc convemences 

(2) that Offmrs report on the possibthty of a mobile contactable 
c1eamng/mamtenrmccoperative being used to nnprove the currant se~ce provided 
m-w 

Mnute 490 - Tylney Avenue Hay Space. 

Resolved (1) that the Implementaoon of Option 1 be agreed as outhned in the report, 
subject to necessary fmance bemg made available and subJect to consuhahon wtth the 
Pansh Councrl. 

(2) that sufficient funds be made avatlable for the year 1998/99 by mclusron 
m the draft budget, 

(3) that, in the mtenm, Officers be authorised to discuss with the Parish 
Council the potential of takmg on the management of the play space subject to the 
scheme bomg nnplemented. (HLCS) 

Minute 493 - Unfit House 

Resolved (1) that the Ward Counctllors be appomted to hear representations from the 
owner 

(2)that a further report be made to the next Meetmg of the Commumty 
Serwces Conumttee (11724) (HHHCC) 

TRANSPORTATION AND 20th November 1997 
ENVJRONMENTALSBRVI~ 

Mimtte506-MinutesoftheTranspoaabonSub-&mmittee 

Minute51-Hackneycarriageandprivate~VehicleLicensing 

Resolved (1) that the Corporate Director (Fmance) be authorised to proceed with the 
transition along the lmes mdtcated in the report 

(2) that the sum of EKKI be set asrde from the Safer Commumtles budget for a 
drmk dnve campaign for Chnstmas. (CD(P)) 

Mulute 511- swthend Airport: Development pmposals 

Resolved (1) that an addittonal E3,ooO be allocated to pay for an extension of the current 
consuhancy serwce bemg used to process the Plamung Apphcauon associated wtth the 
airpor& to be financed from the plannmg fee mcome 

(2) that a figure of up to f15.000 be set astde for further consultant work m 
assoctation wtth the airport proposals, to be funded from planning fee mcome and 
released m line wtth further detarled reports submitted on speclfk issues related to the 
auport development. 

(3) that the fundmg proposals set out in the report be approved. (CD(S)) 



0 526. h4lNUEB OF S GROUPS 

Tbe Comrmttea consIdered the appended Mmutes and recommendahons contamed 
thenm 

Meeting Date 

(i) coRPoRATERJ30uR~ SUB-CO~ 15th wober 1997 

(Ii) CORPORATE REsouRm SUB-CO~ 16thOctdXr1997 

(m) comRAmREsouRcEssu&coMMpITEE 22lAdodober1997 

(iv) STRUCTURAL &PRocHDuRALREvIEw 29th octdm 1991 
WORKING GROUP (Adjomwd Meeting) 

(v) S’IRLJCIWRAL. &PROCEDURAL REVlEW 12th November 1997 
WORKlNG GROUP (Reccmvened Meeting) 

(vl) CORPORATE RE.souRcEs SUB-COMMITIEB 13th November 1997 

(vii) MILL HALL WORKlNG PARm 17th Novembcz 1997 

hfinute 17 - Proposed Ten& I&t for Arch@+&& Cmsuhants 

On reaching Mmute 17 the Chief Executive confirmed that all compames on the 
proposed tender hst had be-en subject to the formal process of European assessment and 
It would not be possible to consider other companies wthout respectmg thii process 

Resolved that the followmg compames bc mcluded m the tender hst for the prowsion of 
architecti serwes’-

S&PLtd London 
The Charter Partnersivp Ipswich 

3 Wm Saunders Partner&p Nottmgham 
4. Burke &chards Ltd Kent and Plymouth 

Nigel Grayshon &Partners oxford 
z Chbson Hamilton Prumenhip Loughborough 
1 Stephen Limbrick Associates Gloucester 
8. Abbey Hanson Rowe London (CWW 

Minute19-DisXssionswitbuRCALeii 

Resolved that negohatlons to extend the existmg lelsurz contract be dmzontmued and 
preparations bc made to m-tender the contract at the appropriate hme (CD(F)) 

(ml) CORPORATE RESOUR~ suB-co- 25th November 1997 

MmutellO-DataMatching 

Resolvedtbat Rochford Dlstnct Council does not partlclpate m the Dwtnct Audit 
Serwe Data Matchmg Exercise. (CD(F)) 

Minute Ill- Pohcy m respect of waiver of Pubhc Entertainment Licence Fees 

Resolved (1) that applicahons from school halls, church halls, chapel halls, village halls, 
pansh or community halls or other sun&u buddmgs be exempt from pubhc 
entertamment fees 

(2) that, in wew of the small number mvolved, all other applicattons for fee 
wawer be considered on them ments on the basis that a decwon makmg nme frame of 
at least three months is available to the Council. (HHHCC) 

s 1.18 



hfinute112-NNDRConsultationExemise 

Resolved (1) that a joint Meehng be convened between Members of the Corporate 
Resources Sub-Commmee and up to three representahves from each of the Local 
Chambers of Commerce. 

(2)that, m the mtenm and based on current mformahon avarlable, the 
foRowmg subjects be identrfred as those which, ideally, the Council would like to 
mclude m the budget development process:- 

Subject Fishakdcost 
l 

Pubhctty maternal promotmg Towns f1,000 

Replacing exisnng bollards and waste To be clanfied 
bms wnh black and gold bearmg 
R&ford hvery. 

Repamt extstmg mihngs in Mam Road Muumal 
and Spa Road, Hockley m black and gold 
to match bollards and waste bms. 

(3) that once costs have been rdentlfied, they be mcluded for consideranon m 
the dreft budget 1998199. 

Mmute113-GrantstoOmsideEt4ies 

Resolved (1) that the apphcatron from Rayleigh Ladles Cncle for the sum of f40 00 
towards the cost of hmng Mtll Hall for a fashion show to raise funds for the Lady 
McAdden Breast Umt be approved. 

(2) that the sum of f400.00 be allocated from the Council’s small projects 
budget to assist Rcchford Pansh Council with the Rochford Town Clock Appeal Fund a 
(~0) 

527. STANDING ORDER 18 TIEMS 

The Commtttee recetved and noted acuon which bad been taken under Standmg 
Order 18 m respect of the followmg.- 

(9 Apphcation for Street Tradmg Consent Fee Watver- Hockley 
Lrghts 

Chrisnnas 

l . 
(n) Raylergh chnstmas Ltghts. 

528. CAPITALPROGRAMME 199&99 

The Committee consrdered the report of the Corporate Dnector (Pmance) outhning the 
key pomts assocmted wrth the Government’s proposed Capital Recerpts Release and the 
factors which should be taken mto account wtth regard to the allccatron of resources 
between the General Fund and the Housmg Revenue Account 

Resolved (1) that capital resources be allocated between housmg and other services as 
follows:-

Basrc Credit Approval pro-rata to Annual Capital Guidehnes. 

Supplementary Credn Approval m accordance wtth approval. 

Capual Receipts m accordance wnh pnority needs as and when they are determined. 

(2)that the SCA for 1997/98 be allocated to Sheltered Housmg Secunty 
works and the wmdow replacement programme (CD(F)) 

l 



l 529 l-m-

The Commrttee coosrdered the report of the Corporate Dnector (l?mance) provtdmg a e brief descnption of the ways m which the Council currently uses the Internet and 
developmg tdeas for the future m terms of access by Counctl staff, a Websne and the 
dissemmahon and drstrtbutron of mformatton 

In response to Member quesuons, the Corporate Director (Fmance) and Head of 
Inform&on Technology Services confmned that further preparatory work was requned 
and that Parish Counctls would not be expected to consrder iinancral imphcahons at b-us 
stage It IS unhkely that pmposals would have any adverse impact on the Council’s 
year2CKQ IT Strategy and there was no reason why the proposed Website could not 
mclude mformauon on other pubhc assistance orgamsatrons wnhm the Dtstrict. 

Durmg debate Members recogmsed the rmportance of effective planning and of 
htghhghtmg the benefits to the pubhc (partrcularly gtven likely public perceptron about 
costs) 

Resolved(l) that the Head of Information Technology Servtces lead a project to 
develop a strategy for the implementahon of a Council Website, reportmg project 
results to the Committee Meetmg scheduled for 31st March 1998. 

(2) that, subject to request from the mdtviduals concerned, up to ten Fax 
machmes be purchased, one for each of the Croup Leaders, Commutec Chaumen, and 
the Chairman of the Council m hne with the proposal detaded m the Corporate 
Drrector’s reporf subject to savmgs bemg tdenttfied m additton to those already 
reported to counclI (CD(F)) 

530 PROPOSAL TO IhWLEWNVlDEDCXXWRFNCING 

The Commtttee consdmd the report of the Corporate Dnector (Frnanca) detailmg a 
pmposal to implement vtdeo conferencmg at the Crvic Smte, Rayletgh, Counctl Offices, 

l Rochford and local Councils wtth the capacity to parttctpate m a scheme 

In response to Member questions, the Head of Informatron Technology Services advised 
that proposals would be developed wrth the need for confidenuahty of conversation in 
mind The Chief Executive confirmed that a key c&non set out by the Audit 
Commission was accesstbiity to Local Government servmes and that vrdeo 
conferencmg could be seen as an important approach to developmg Officer 
accessibtlity. De&led working arrangements could be developed m tandem wrth the 
Councd’s process revrew programme. 

Resolved (1) that the Parish Councils be mvned to consider whether they would wish to 
pamctpate m arrangements on the fmanctal basis descrtbed above and a further report 
be subrmtted mdrcatmg the the hkely take-up and viability of the scheme. 

(2) that provision be considered along wtth other pnonttes for the 1998/99 
Draft Revenue Eshmates as set out in the above report. 

(3) that a detarled specific&on for the supply and mstahahon of vrdeo 
conferencing systems including the Parrsh requuements and two systems for the 
Council as descnbcd above be drawn up and put out to competitive tender, as and when 
the 1998/99 Budget has been ftised. 

(4) that a further report bc brought to this Committee on each partictpatmg 
Pansh and the Council before formal approval to the scheme 1s gtven (CD(F)) 

531. 57 SOUTH STREW, RO’Z‘HFOm 

The Comnuttee considered the report of the Chief Executive on the possibihty of 
entenng mto dewled discussions with Rochford Parish Council and the County Youth l Semcc wtth a view to estabhshmg a drop m youth facrhty at 57 South Street, Rochford 

0 



In respondmg to Member questtons, the Chief Executive contirmed that other 
posstbrhties would be. constdered gave an in&cation of the posstble financnal 
arrangements and contiumed that, m developing fm proposals, consrderatron would be 
given to the comhhon of the buildmgs fabnc. : 

Resolved (1) that Officers proceed with de&led drscuss~ons wrth the R&ford Pansh 
Councd and the County Youth Service on the basts outhned m the Chief Execunve’s 
report, a detarled report to be submuted to the Commumty Safety Sub-Commrttee and 
the Commumty Servrces Commrttee pnor to conslderahon of the fundmg of any 
proposal by thrs Commmee. 

(2)that pmvtsion be made m the 1598i99 draft Budget when fmancral 0 
mformation 1s avarIable. (CE) 

532 NEW POLLING STATION FGR HAWKWELL EASTWARD 

The Commrttee consrdered the jornt report of the Chief Executrve and Corporate 
Dmector (Law & Admmtstratron) detaihng proposals for the creatron of a new PoUmg 
Statton for the Hawkwell East Ward 

During debate Members recogmsed that the proposed Statron locanon was the most 
sattsfactory solution. 

0. 
It was noted that the listing in the report detarhng the Hawkwell Baphst Church 
Division gust) should have mcluded Braxted Close, Banyard Way, Durham Road, 
Hainault Avenue, Wendham Close and Westbury. 

Resolved that a new Polling Drsmct be created m the Hawkwell East Ward on the basis 
outlined in the jomt report. (ClXRO,CD(LA)) 

533 LocALLANDCHARGESBARCHES-INCGMBRBVIE%’ANDFEESElTlNG 

The Committee considered the report of the Corporate Duector (Law & Admnnstration) l 
comparmg Rochford’s Land Charge Search Fees wnh other Essex Authonhes, 
confuming the charges whrch Essex County Council wrll make with effect from 
1st Aprrl1998 for Htghway enquines and suggestmg proposals for unprovmg the 
pmcessmgpf searches wrthm the Council 

Members mcogmsed that the extstmg servme uttlised a relatively archaic system whrch 
could benefit from revtew and.- 

Resolved (1) that wuh effect from 1st January 1998:- 

(1) the standard search fee, mchtdmg the statutory charge for the CerUicate of 
Search, be f80 00 

l -

(n) the fee for Part II Bnqumes be f7.00, and the County charge for hrghway 
questions be absorbed wtthm that 

(ni) the fees for searchers own Enquines be El4 00. 

(2) that the mcreased mcome be earmarked for mediate development of a 
Land and Plannmg Registry with detied costmg and operattonal reports bemg 
submrtted to the relevant Commtttees (CD(LA) 

534 MEhfBm ALLOWANCES 199809 

The Comnuttee constdered the report of the Corporate Director (Finance) on the 
questton of whether or not an inflation based mcrease should be made m respect of 
Members’ allowances and mmor allowance issues rawed by Members durhtg the year 

The Committee endorsed the view of a Member that rt would be appmpnate for an l 
. allowance to be payable to Members representmg the Counctl at external meetmgs 

fexcluding those m respect of Outside B&es). The Corporate Diior (F”mancc) 



0 
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conflled that it would be possible for reports to indicate when attendance at an 
external meetmg would qualify for attendance allowance. 

Resolved that wnh effect from 1st April 1998.- 

(0 Members, Chauman’s and Vtce-Q&man’s allowances be mcreased in 
accordance wtth tie proposals set out m the report of the Corporate Dnector 
(Finance) 

Members Attendance Allowance be payable only m respect of duly consmuted 
Comrmttm, Sub-Comrmttees, Panels and Workmg Parhes of the Councrl 

Claims for attendmg Mectmgs be payable only for the full duration of the 
Meeting, or a mtnimum of one hour attendance, whichever is the lower. 

Charms for attendmg two Meeungs in one evening be only payable where the 
first Meeting commences pnor to 7 30 p.m and there has been a mmimum 
attendance of one hour or for the full durahon of the Meeting, whrchever is the 
lower 

(“) Members attending external Meetings (wrth the exclusron of outsrde bodres) as 
the nomutated representatrve of the Council be entnled to cla attendance 
allowance on the same bans as for duly constmued Counc11 Meetings. 

535 NNDR - DISCRETIONARY RATE RELIEF 

NOTE Counctllors Mrs. M. Hunnable and CR Morgan each declared a non-pecumary 
mterest in thrs item by vmue of theu representattve mles on the CAB 

The Comttee considered the report of the Corporate Dnector (Flmance) detaihng three 
applicattons received under the Drscrettonary Rate Relief provrstons of Sections 47/48 
of the Local Government Fmance Act 1998. 

Members noted that informatton was now avatlable which mdtcated that the apphcation 
fmm the Mane Curie Char@ Shop dtd not fit the Councrl’s cntena with regard to the 
sale of donated goods only The Commute-e felt that, given the impact whrch 
dtscrehonary relief could have on the local economy, rt would be appropriate to 
undertake a review of pohcy 

Resolved (1) that the apphcatron for Dtscretronary Rate Relief recetved fmm the Mane 
Curie Chanty Shop be refused on the basis that tt does not fultid the Council’s cntena 
wth regard to the sale of donated goods only 

(2) that the apphcatrons for Discretionary Rate Relief recetved from the 
Alpine Ammal Rescue Chanty Shop, 52 Ashmgdon Road, Rochford and the Raylergh 
Citizens Advtce Bureau, Civtc Smte, Rayleigh be approved 

(3)that a review of 20% Dtscrehonary Rehef be undertaken by 
3lstMamh 1998 wnb a vrew to any change in policy takmg effect m the financml 
year 3!299/2ooO. (CD(F)) 

536 ROCHFORDHEALTHFORALL2OtXJAcIlONTEAM 

The Commmee consrdeted the report of the Chief Executive on a request which had 
been received fmm the Rochford Health for AU Zoo0 Action Team for use of the Crvlc 
Suite, Rayletgh on Saturday 7th February 1998 for a men’s health day 

Redvd (1) that authonty be gtven for use of the Ctvrc Surte, Rayleigh by the 

0 
Rochford Health for All 2ooO Action Team on 7th February 1998 

(2) that the charge (estmrated at f 100) to cover the costs of making the CIVK 
Suite and car park avarIable for the event be waned (CE) 

0 



531 PARISH AND TOWN COUNCIL USE OF COUNCIL BUILDlNGS FGR MEETINGS 

NOTE It was recogmsed that, whrlst there was no specific requrrement to declare an 
mterest, a number of Members present were both Drstrict and Pansh Counctllos : 

The Comrmttee considered the report of the Corporate Dnector (Law & Admmtstratton) 
on the feastbrhty of a Drstnct wade pohcy for Pansh and Town Council use of 
accommodahon at the Civrc Smte and other Dtstrict Councd owned buildmgs for 
mettngs (havmg regard to the requtrements of the Local Government Act 1972). 

For the purposes of clantication, the Corporate Director (Law & Admimstratron) 
confumed that Rawreth Parish Counctl did not own the Pansh Rooms l 

Resolved(1) that there be no Drsmct wade pohcy on use of the Ctvtc Smte and other 
Dtsmct Counctl owned buildmgs by local Councils, but that requests for asststance wnh 
accommcdahon from such Counctls be dealt wtth sympathetically and on the merits of 
each case. 

(2) that, sublect to any response from the Department of the Envtronment, the 
Corporate Dnector (Law & Admrmstration) enters into formal dlscusston wrth the 
Rayletgh Town Council wttb regard to hire charges for the use of the Council Chamber 
and Comrmttee Rooms (CDfJA)) 

538 PROPOSED TRANSFER OF EULLBRIDGE CAR PARR To HULLBRIDGE 
0. 

PARISHCOUNCIL 

The Commtttee consrdered the repott of the Corporate Dtrector (Law & Admimstrahon) 
detarlmg proposals for the drsposal of the District Councrl’s interest m Pooles Lane Car 
Park, Hullbndge to the Hullbndge Pansh Counctl. 

In response to a Member question the Corporate Dtrector advrsed that the Councrl’s Off 
Street Parkmg Places Order would continue to apply should a lease be approved 

l 
Resolved that the Head of Legal Servtces offers Hullbndge Parrsh Council a 125 year 
full repairmg lease of Poo1e.s Lane Car Park, excluding the toilet block therem, at a 
peppercorn rent and completes the same on these and such other terms and conditions as 
he thmks fit. (905) (CD&&A)) 

539 SINCLAIRS’ l’EITED DBWCI-GRY 

The Comttee constdered the report of the Corporate Dnector (Fmance) on a new 
busmess dnectory “Smclans’ Vetted Directory” prcduoed by Exor Management 
Services Lmuted and contaming lists of tirms local to an area which wash to be 0. 
consdered for Councrl contracts. 

Members felt parttcularly concerned that contractors may be tempted to mvest in the 
Directory m the belief that it had Council backmg and.- 

Resolved that the Councd does not avatl t&-elf of the servrce provtded by Sinclans 
Vetted Dmectory (CD(F)) 

540 PROPOSAL FOR AN BASTERN REGION LOCAL AUTHORITY CONFEFZNCE 
AND ESSEX ADVANTAGE UPDATE. 

The Comnuttee considered the report of the Head of Euvtronmental Pohcy and 
Inihahves which outlmed the proposals relatmg to the setting up of the Eastern Region 
Local Author@ Conference and provided detarl of the latest developments in respect of 
the cmatron of Essex Advantage and suggested the establishment of a South East Essex 
econormc development grouping 

In response to Member questions the Chtef Executive indtcated that the Conference had 
the potenttal to have a significant mput mto the economic development of Essex and 
.Rochford and that benefits would far outwergh conmbutton levels He confiied that, 
should the Conference be homed. he would be mmdful of the need for a fair approach 

l 



l 

l 
from all Member bodies m terms of fmanctal conmbutton towards accommcdahon and 
other overhead costs, He would also work towards ensuring that the Conference 
perceived economtc development m its broadest sense (so that the terms of reference 
mcluded aspects such as envnonmental Imphcahons). The Comrmttee endorsed the 
MCW of a Member that attendance at the Conference should attract attendance 
allowance, 

During debate a Member referred to the work of the County Cotural’s Head of 
Enterpnse and current consultation with the Chief Executive It was hoped that a 
Seminar relatmg to economic development would be set up m the New Year. 

Resolved (1) that the Council lams the proposed Eastern Region Local Government 
Conference once arrangements have been finalised. 

(2)that the Counctl supports representattonal arrangements for the 
Conference based on option 2. the SCEALA model. 

(3) that representames on the Executrve Comnuttee be supported on the basis 
of Ophon 1 as detarled m the report of the Chrcf Execuhve 

(4) that the Council gives rt support to the Conference to act as a Regronal 
Lucal Government Assocration 

(5)that the Councd agrees to jam Essex Advantage and to commit to 
mveshng the sum of a,500 per aunum over the next three years m the partnership and 
accordmgly make provtston in the Revenue Budget for those three years. 

(6) that approaches be mada to Southend on Sea Borough Counctl and Castle 
Pomt Borough Councd to discuss the possmihties of settmg up a South East Essex 
Economic Gmupmg. 

(7) that attendance at Conference meetmgs attract attendance allowance and 
that the Council’s exrstmg nommees (Counctllors DE. Barnes, Mrs J. Helson and 
C R Morgan) be retained (CE)(ATPI) (TPSurfl 

541 TREASURYMANAGEMENT 

The Comttee constdemd the report of the Corporate Drrector (Fmance) detatlmg a 
proposed new approved Lendmg Ltst for the Authonty 

Resolved that the revrsed approved Lendmg List, as detailed in the report of the 
Corporate Dnector, be approved. (CD(F)) 

.* 542 ROCHFQRD AND DISTRICT CHAMBBR OF TRADE AND COMMERCB -
MEMBERSHIP INVITATION 

The Comnuttee consdemi the report of the Corporate Director (Fmance) on a 
membershtp mvrtatton received from the Rochford and Drsmct Chamber of Trade and 
Commerce. 

Dunng debate Members endorsed the vrew that, on balance, the benefits of membership 
would be outweighed by the fact that, on cccastons, orgamsattonal pohctes may 
confhct. 

Resolved that the Council declme the mvttatron to become a member of the Rochford 
and Drsmct Chamber of Trade and Commerce (CD(F)) 

543 ADTHORISATI~N OF PROS-G AND CMLL4NFINEmR-
OFFICERS 

The Comrmttee constdered the report of the Corporate Director (Fmance) detarlmg 
pmposals for revtsing the list of authonsahon of pmsecutmg and crvthan fine 
enforcement officen 



Resolved (1) that the followmg officers be authortsed m accordance with the provisions 
of Sectron 223 of the Local Government Act 1972 to conduct proceedings on behalf of 

l 

the Councrl- 

Roger Crofts - Corporate Director (Fmance) 
Steven John Clarkson -Head of Revenue Services 
Mtchael Davtd Worshtp - Prmctpal Collection Officer 
Paul Leshe Skelton - Prmctpal Techmcal Officer 
Frances George Spence - Recovery Officer 
Jonathan Desmond - Technical Supemsor 
Mark Ian Hosking - Technical Asststant 
Pamela Shepherd - Collectton Supervtsor l 
Vikkt Jones - Recovery Officer 

(2) that the followmg officers be anthonsed to act on behalf of the Council III 
accordance wrth the Magrstrates’ Court (Civtlian Fine Enforcement Officers)(No2) 
Rules 1990 -

Steven John Clarkson - Head of Revenue Services 
Mrchael David Worshtp - Prmcipal Collection Off& 
Pamela Shepherd - Collechon Supervisor 
Francis George Spence - Recovery Officer 
Vtkkt Jones - Recovery Oflicer 
Jonathan Desmond - Techmcal Supervisor. (CD(F)) 

544 ASSOCL4TION OF ESSEX COUNCILS - SUBSCRH’TION 

The Comrmttee constdered the report of the Corporate Director (Fiance) on the 
advantages of the Counctl subscnbmg to the Assoctatton of Essex Councils 

Resolved (1)that payment of the annual subscrtption to the Associatron of Essex 
Councils be approved (CD@)) 

l 
(2) that the subscnption ba financed from savmgs already achieved in the 

current year’s budget and that pmvrsion be made m the revenue budget for future years. 
vmm 

545 STANDARDSPENDlNGASSE.SSMENT 

Noted Pursuant to Standmg Order 26.2 the Chairman admmed thrs item as urgent. 

The Council had now mcerved detatls of the Standard Spendmg Assessment allocation 
for the forthcommg year. ‘lhe Chairman made the followmg statement on behalf of the a-
Ltberal Democrat Group.- 

“We are saddened at the savage mductron m the Councrl’s Standard Spending 
Assessment allocation We have had a reduction of f241.000 on thrs year’s figure, a 
reduction of 4% 

The Council will only be allowed to mcrease expendrtum by U9,OMl Thts 1s only 
06% of our current budget whereas mflahon is mnnmg at around 3%. However, 
because of the reductton in Government fundmg, the Council Tax Brll for Rcchford wtll 
mcrease by over f13 00 for a Band D property rf we spend at the capping level 

Wrth such a dtsappomtmg settlement it is essenttal that the Council makes 
representatton to the Secretary of State m order to ensure that the Government is fully 
aware of the problems facing Authonties such as Rc-chford ” 

Durmg debate the Corporate Dnector (Finance) confirmed that he was currently 
undertaking a detatled revtew of the mformatron received from the Government and 
would contact all Councillots wtth further mformatton once this had been completed. 
All Members were extremely concerned at the nature of the allccahon given the 0 
efftcrency and good performance of the Authonty It was particularly worrying that 
Rcchford appeared to have atbacted the worst settlement within the County. In 
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recognismg the mrponance of a cross-party approach to this rssue the Conumnee also 
felt that the local MP ‘s should be mcluded m representanons to the Government 

RBCOMMENDED That Full Counctl appomt a cross-party group of representattves to 
make representatton to the Secretary of State with regard to this chsappomtmg Standard 
Spendmg Assessment figure and that the local Members of Parliament be asked to join 
thrs tepresentatton. (CD(F)) 

546. EXLUSION OF THE PUBLIC 

Resolved that under Se&on 100(A)(4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the public 
be excluded fmm the Mcetmg for the followmg stems of busmess on the grounds that 
they mvolve the likely drsclosum of Exempt Iuformatton as defined m Paragraphs 1,5 
and 9 respecttvely of Part 1 of Schedule 12A of the Act. 

547. NATIONAL NON-DOMESTIC RATING - HARDSHIP RELIEF 

The Committee consulered the confider&al report of the Corporate Due&or (Fmance) 
detatbng two applicatrons for hardshrp rehef. 

Resolved that both apphcatrons for hardshrp rehef be granted in accordance with the 
suggestions detarled m the report of the Corporate Director (Finance) (CD(F)) 

548. LAND AT BLATU-RkS FARM, BASTWOOD 

The Committee consrdered the confidential report of the Corporate Duector (Law & 
Admimstration) detailing cumnt consultanon with the County Councd mgardmg land 
at Blatches Farm, Eastwood 

Resolved that Essex County Council be advised that this Counctl wishes to contmue 
dialogue on how the unsold part of Blatches Farm, Eashvocd, can be retamed m public 
ownership as a Country Park (9929) (CD(LAS)) 

549. HACKNEY CARRIAGE AND PRIVATE HIRE VEHICLE LICENSLNG - STAFFING 
IMPLICATIONS 

The Commtttee considered the confidential report of the Corporate Dnector (Finance) 
detatlmg proposals for staffing adjustments wed at satrsfying the recent Council. 
de&on to recover the management and opxahon of Hackney Carnage and Prtvate 
Hue Vehicle Lmensmg from Southend-on-Sea Borough Counctl 

Resolved(l) that a post of Hackney Carnage Officer on Grade Scale Sol-2 wrth 
desngnatedcasual user car allowance be established 

(2) that a post of Enforcement/Admmistrattve Officer on Grade Scale 3-4 
(pro-rata to hours worked), also wnh destgnated casual user car allowance, be 
established. 

(3) that the existmg Recovery and Enforcement Supervisor be assmnlated mto 

the post of Hackney Camage Ofticer wtth effect from 1st January 1998. (CD(F)) 

550. REVENUEDMSIONSTAFFING 

The Commrttee considered the contidenttal report of the Corporate Dnector (Fmance) 
detailing proposals for revtsion to the stafhmg of t$ Revenue Divisron. 

Resolved (1) that Benefit Assistants be redesignated Benefit Assessors with immediate 
effect 

(2) that the gradmgs set out m Append= 7 of the report of the Corporate 
Dnector be approved wtth effect from 1st December 1997. (CD(F)) l 

l 



551. COUNCKTAXCOILECTION’IEAM-STAFFING 


The Comnuttee considered the confidentlal report of the Corporate Dnxctor (Finance) 
detailing proposals for reviston to staftimg withm the Council Tax Collection Team : 

Resolved that Post F39. Recovery and Enforcement Supxvlsor, be redeslgnated 
Recovery and Enforcement Officer and m-graded to Scale5-6 with effect from 
1st January 1998, and that the holder of Post F 41 he assimilated into tins position 
QW-3 

l 
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Rcxhfod Dlitnct Councd 

To the meetmg of FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES 

On 2ND DECEMBER 1997 

Report of CHIEFEXEICU-flVB 

Tttle MTNUTJS OF THE CORPORATE RESOURr3.S SUB-CO- 

Author R A Lovell 

4 At a Meetmg held on 15th October 1997. Present Councrllors 
D E Barnes (Chanman), S Cumkrland, G Fox, Mrs H L A Glynn, Mrs EM H 
Mrs J Helson, Mrs S J Lemon, CR Morgan, T A Powell and Mrs M A Wen 

Apologres Councrllors Mrs J M Gtles, and DA Wen 

Subshtute Counctllor V C Howlen 

Vtsttmg Counctllor Mrs P M V Pearse 

l 102 PRJ3%3NTATIONS BY THE HEADS OF JZNVIRONMENTAL POLICY AND 
lNlTL4TIVESANDLJ3ISUREANDCLlENTSERVI~ 

The SubCommmee received presentattons from the Head of Envmmmental Pohcy & 
Inmattves and the Head of Leisure and Client SetvIces outhnmg the Issues whtch they 
constdered would have the greatest Impact on then abthty to achteve the Counctl’s 
organisational ObptlveS and specttic prtontres for the service areas wnhm their 
responstbthty 

Dunng drscusston the SubComrmttee provrded each Officer wtth addmonal guniance 
on those areas whrch they wtshed to see gtven parocular emphases dunng the next year 

.* The Sub-Commntee also ptovrded the Chtef Execunve and the Corporate Dnector 
(Se~ces) wtth further points to dtscuss wrth each of the Officers m refmmg therr 
personal targets 

l 
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Committee Report 
9(ii) 

R&ford D~sulcl Cauncd 

To the meetmg of FINANCE&GENERAL.PURPOSES 

On 2ND DECEMBER 1997 

Report of cHIEFmcuTIvE 

Title MINUTES oFTHEcoRPow.TERFsouRm suB-coMMrnEE 

Author R A Lovell 

At a Meebug held on 16th October 1997. F’resent .Counc~llors 
D E Barnes (Chamnan), S Cumberland, G Fox, Mrs H L A Glynn, Mrs E M Hart, 
Mrs S J Lemon, C R Morgan, T A Powell and Mrs M A Weir 

Apologies Councdlors Mn J M Gdes, Mrs J H&on and D A Weu 

Substmtcs Councillor Mrs M Hunnable and V C Howlett 

Ksiting Couwllor Mrs P M V Pearw 

103 PRESENTATIONS BY THE HEADS OF h4EMBW SERVICES AND 
ADMINwrRATlvE SERVICES 

The Sub-Conumttee recewed presentations from the Head of Member Serwces and the 
Head of Aduumstratwe Serwces outhnmg the Issues which they considered would have 
the greatest unpact on theu ablhty to achreve the Counc~l’s orgamsatlonal objectives 
and spwfic pnonttes for the serwe areas wthm thetr responslblhty 

Dunng dlscuwon the Sub-CommIttee prowded each Of&z wth addItIonal guidance 
on those areas which they wtshed to see gwen particular emphasl5 dunng the next year 
The Sub-Comnuttee also prowded the Chief Execuwe and the Corporate Duector (Law 

.* and Admmmstrahon) wth further pomts to discuss wth each of the Officers In refinmg 
their personal targets 

crsubldec2b 
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R&ford Dstnw Cod 

To the meetmg of FINANCE&G- PURFQSES 

0 On 2ND DECEMBER 1997 

Report of CHIEF-

Title MENUIFS OFTHECORPOR4~REsOURC!ES SUB-COMMCITEE 

Author. R A Lovell 

At a Meebng held on 22nd Octob~ 1997. Present..Councdlors 
D.E. Barnes (Chanman), G. Fox, Mrs. J M. Gdes Mrs H L A Glynn, Mrs S.J. Lemon, 
TA PowellandMrs M.A Wen 

Apologies CouncdlorsS Cumbedand,Mrs J H&on andDA Weu. 

SuW Councdlor VC Hewlett. 

Vistting- Counctiors V.D. Hutchmgs and Mrs P M.V Pearse 

104 PRESENTATIONS BY THE HEADS OF FINANCIAL SERVICES AND AUDIT 
l SERVICFS 

‘Ihe Sub-Commttee recemd presentations from the Head of Financial Servuzes and the 
Head of Au&t Services outluung the tssues which they considered would have the 
greatest Imp&3 on lheu abdity to achreve the Council’s organisatIonal ObphVa and 
spafic pnontles for the service areas within theu responslblllty 

Dumg dmuss~on the Sub-Commttee provided each Oft&r with addmonal guldsnce 
on those areas which they wished to see gtven particular emphasis durmg the next year 
T%e Sub-Comrmttee also provided the C3uef Executive and the Corporate hector 
(Fiiance) with further pomts to discuss wrth each of the Officers m refining their 
person.sJ targets 

F&GP/deckpt 
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Rcdhd Dshsmct Cavnal 

To the meetmg of FINANCB&GENERALPURPOSF.S 

a On 2ND DECEMBER 1997 

Report of CORPORATE DIRECTOR (LAW & ADhflNJSTRA-l7ON) 

Tttle. MINUIESOFTHEsTRucTuRAL AND PROCEDURAL. REVIEW 
WORKING GROUP 

Author J Bostock 

4 At aMeeting b&l on 29th October 1997. Present: Councdlors Mrs J. H&on (Chanman), 
D E Barnes, V D Hutchmgs, V H Leach, Mm S J Lemon, C R Morgan, R.A Pearson and 
MrsMA Wetr 

N . . c 
The Chtef Executtve and Corporate Due&r (Fmance) - . .c 

Visitingz Councillor Mrs P.M V Pears-e 

17 MINUTES 

The Mmutes of the Me-etmg held on 8th October 1997 were agreed as a come& record SubJect to 
the mcluston of apologtes from CouncdJor CR Morgan. 

18 NOLAN CoMMlTIEE ON STANDARDS IN PUBLIC LIFE STANDARDS OF CONDUCT 
lNJJxxLm- /hlISUSE! OF PUBLIC OFFICE 

The Workmg Group considered the report of the Chtef Executtve detadmg the teconuuendattons 
of the Nolan Comnuttee and drawing particular attentton to those tssues dealt wtth by clusters of 
the Nolan Conumttee recommendahons 

.* Dumg debate the Workmg Party made sp+.nfic comment on the vartous areas as follows- 

Wh11st acceptmg that a standard mechamsm needed to extst, Members were opposed to the 
establtshment of a Committee to consider Counctllor dtsctplmary matters for report to open 
meetings of the Counctl Local vanattons to a model code of conduct could mean that different 
rulings would be made by dtfferent Councils. rather than umfomtly acceptable standards across 
the country Fqually, the extstence of majonty/nunority pohttcal groupmgs could mean that the 
process would be ltable to polmcal pressure wmch would not properly be addressed by a 
subsequent mdependent tnbunal. Counmllors would be exposed to a pubhc dtsciphnaty mgtme 
not applied to other areas of hfe and ‘the damage would be done’ regardless of any reversible 
tnbunal 

As an ahemahve to Nolan proposals the Workmg Group cons&red that the Nattonal code of 
Conduct could be more prescnptive and deftihve, movmg away from the rather vague, 
subjective and htghly Judgemental msponstbthty on the mdtvtdual Counctllor to detemnne what 

-



is or isn’t an mterest allied to an ‘all Or nothing’ vahdatlon p-urn essenti& tested h the 
COWLS It WBS suggested instead that the powm and de 0f.m hdcpzndcnt m pm wd, a 
lower profiie than the Courts, the Ombudsman, should be revIewed IO increase his re:rmt m this 
area ‘THIS would avmd the devkve effect of Counclllors slttmg in,judgetnent on Councillors, an 
arrangement hkely to have a damagIng effect on the exacJItlon of mamhtreatn ~,,,~d busmess. 

: 

The Working Group was strongly m favour~of a wntten statement 01 ~i-ok~~,, between Officers 
and Members and felt that the Chief Executlve should proceed with sucl~ ,, qatement as SOOn as 
possible. 

1n notmg that examples of protocol mtroduced by other Authorfines hod Ix<,n a\adabla Members 
ag& that It would be useful to consider the mcluslon of Pldnnlng III:IIIC~~ In my document 
developed by the Rochford D~stnct. The Ctuef Executlva referred IO Ihe mclu.slon of the 
plmg process as the fast area of the Dlstict’s prmess Evlew and 1h.11 further detail on the 
development of protocol could be considered at the next Meetmg of the Wljrklng Group 

h&use of Pubbc Office 

There was general agreement that the proposal to abohsh surcharge wn\ III tn: vialcomed m that It 
was umque to Local Government, appkd an unequal penalty (depndcul on the means of the 
surcharged person) and was pro@dtiY flaw4 fie Worhng Group rebvved 1t.s VIEW on the 

l @ 
proposed alternative in the absence of any detakd advice on how It mlghl ~,,~,rk &tads & to 
be the subject of wider debate to ensure a genurnely fauer system was hubrt,tuted for current 
arrangements 

Members welcomed the proposals for a thorough reeylew of ln~olvement VI Planning matters and 
planrung obhgatlons. Whdst Rochford was llkely to mltlate a local VICW I,” hs matter, a elm 
nahonal and uniform code of conduct was requrred to avoId local VarUont, ti, what Is and what 1s 0 
not acceptable 

Members felt that the obligations on spouses and far& members were onerous and ag& fl 
defined Wbdst there are matters winch CIWIY have a strfnghtfonviud Ix,t.entld benefit, others 
m much more margmal and should not need to be m the pubhc domam 

The Working Group endorsed the suggeshon that the comments m& thus far shotdd & 
forwarded to the Department of the Environment on the basis that they are “hubJect to the formal l -
approval of Full Council” and- 

~MMBNDJZD ‘Ihat the above comments on the recommendations ol h Nolan committee 
on standards m pubbc hfe relatmg to standards of conduct In hal Government and rmsuw of 
pubhc office be endorsed BS this Councd’s comments 

19 EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC 

Resolvedthat under Se&on 100(A)(4) of the Local Governmen Act ~972, the public be 
excluded from the Meetmg for the followmg Item of busmess on the grounds that It mvnlves the 
llkely dtsclosure of Exempt Informauon as defined III Pmgmph 1 of J’art 1 of Schedule 12A of 
the Act 

20 HOUSING OPERATIONAL UNIT - STRIKlTRAL =RI. 

The Working Group considered the confidentlaJ Jomt report of the I)lrector of Housmg 
(Open&Ions), Head of Housmg, Health and CommumtY &m and He;ad of Fmanclal Services 

12 l 




detailmg the key requirements involved in the process of creatmg a new Housing O~e&onal 

0 

4 


Umt 

During debate, the Head of Fmancml Services confirmed that the figure tdenhfied m respect of 
fmancml impact on the General Fund was the worse case scenano It was noted that Full Gxmcd 
would need to make final declslons with regard to the terms of reference and the delegation 
relationsblp between the Parent Comrmttee and the Housmg Sub-Committez 

With regard to tenant mvolvemenf Members referred to the Importance of ensurmg that all the 
Counc~l’s tenants had an opportumty of involvement, although elements of the SubComnuttee’s 
work would mvolve sensitive issues where It would not be appropriate for tenant representahon 
to be mvolved The Director of Housmg (Operations) advised that forthcommg Government 
papers wdl be emphasmng the need to mvolve tenant representatives m the democratic process 
A Member referred to the possibtity that the various co-optees currently attendmg the 
Communtty Services Comrmttee may find that appomtment to a Sub-Comrmttee would be more 
appmpnate 

Whilst accepting the broad thrust of the report, Members felt that it would be of value to have 
more detail on the proposed stmchue of the Housmg Gperat~ons Umt m terms of draft Job 
descnptlons and proposed post responsibilities Reference was made to the importance of 
mamtainmg umfonmty and consistency where possible. C!bfiCahon with regard to the 
provlslon of secretanal support and the current situation with regard to term contracts would be 
USefUl. 

Resolved that the meeting be ad~oumed and reconvened on 12thNovember 1997 to enable 
further det&d conslderahon m respect of those areas requinng futier clanficahon 

mmssprwg rpt/pandsandgroups 
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Rcdlfold !&ma covnd 

To the meetmg of PJNANCE&GENERALPURPGSES 

On 2ND DECEMBER 1997 

Report of COFtFQRATEDIRECfGR(LAW&ADMINISTRATJON) 

Tttle MINUTES OFTHESTRUCDJR4L ANDPROCEDURALREVIEW 
WORKING GROUP t.MEEDNG ADJOURNED FROM 
297-H cKXDEW 1997) 

Author: J Bostock 

At a reconvened meetmg held on 12th November 1997. Present: Counc~llors Mrs J Helson 
(Cbauman), D E Barnes, V D Hutchmgs, V.H Leach, Mrs S J Lemon and C R Morgan 

The Chief Executtve, the Corporate Drrector (Fmance), and the Corporate Drmctor (Jaw & 
Admmistratton) 

21. NOLAN COMMIlTEB ON STANDARDS IN PUBLIC LIFE MEMBER/OFFICER 
PROTCCOUPUNNJNGMAl-fERS. 

The Working Group gave further constderahon to aspects of the Nolan Commrttee 
recommendatrons Smce the adJOUmd Meetmg the Cbtef Executtve had been able to furmsh 
Members with detads of the Member/Officer r&tons protocol relattve to Bnmmgham Ctty 
Counctl and dtscusston pages from the full report of the Nolan Commrttee on plannmg matters 

Mernb&X&erPmtocol 

Members reeogmsed that, whrlst them was rarely a problem at Rcchford, a pmtocol document 
could provtde both a safety valve and clarificatton of workmg parameters Members concurred 
with the Chief Executive that rt would be appmpnate for a local document to provide gmdance 
for addressing situ&tons when questtons from Members to Officers could precrpttate heavy 
workloads and where there ts a need for Senior Officers to clartfy a confidenttal matter wrth a 
Member With regard to the former, a Member suggested that tt may be useful for Officers to 
cons&r provtdmg coptes of file notes relating to Member questtons to the Member concerned 
With regard to the latter, tt was felt that proposals should provide for consultahon wtth the 
Member’s Gmup Leader and that constderation should be given to the posstbrhty of pmvtding 
Member support for Independent Members m snmlar crrcumstances 

RECGMMHNDEDl’bat Officers gtve detailed constderatton to estahhshmg a MemherlOfftcer 
protocol document surted to the Rochford Distrrct (CE) 

In debatmg the value of establishmg a plannmg code for the Rc-chford D~strtct, the Group 
recogmsed that a balance perhaps needed to be struck between being over detarled and 
practmable 

l 14 
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Members concurred with the Chief Executtve that it would be appropriate to align development 
of a code for Rochford wrth the outcome of the forthcommg process review of the Planning 
Service In thts regard the Group recognised the rmportance of all Members responding to the 
Platmmg Service Consultation Document recently d&rib&d 
(Serwces) 

by the Corporate Due&or : 

RHCOMMENDHD That a code of planning procedure be developed for the Rochford Distrtct in ’ 
tandem wtth the outcome of the fotthcommg process review of the Pltummg Service 
CWWW 

22 I?XCLUSION OF THE PUFILIC 

Resolvedthat under Sectton 100(A)(4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the publtc be 
0 

excluded from the Meetmg for the followmg rtem of busmess on the grounds that rt mvolves the 
ltkely dtsclosure of Exempt Informahon as defined m Paragraph 1 respecttvely of Part 1 of 
Schedule 12A of the Act 

23 HOUSING OPERATIONAL UNIT 

The Workmg Group gave further coustderatton to aspects of the proposals for a Housmg 
Operattonal Unit Smce the adJourned Meeting Officers had produced a further Addendum repot-t 
providmg more detatl on the proposed structure 

In respondmg to Member questions the Duector of Housmg (Operations) confii that 0. 
proposals would closely fit current service requtmments. The Corporate Due&or (Fmance) 
provided a breakdown of the impact of proposals m terms of the Housing Revenue Account and 
the General Fund The Gmup recogmsed that, m terms of developing the Authonty’s Corporate 
Plan, rt would b-e appropriate to be cogmsant of the mle requrrements assoctated wtth 
professionaVtecbmcal and clenc&adrmmst posts 

It was noted that any adlushnents to staff gradmgs mtttated by Semor Officers had to be on a self 
fimancmg basts In endorsmg mmor post vanahons bemg suggested by the Head of Health, 
Housmg and Communny Care, Members agreed that consrderation of any addrtronal resource l 
requtrements ought to be in lure wtth the budget development process 

The Group felt that tt could be. opportune to undertake an overview of all servme. areas wtthm the 
Author@ Thts process could agam be bed in wrth the budget process 

RECOMMENDED (1) That the proposals for establ&amg a housmg operahonal wt mcludmg 
the structural changes detarled m the confidential Addendum report of the Dtrector of Housmg 
(Operattons) and the Head of Housing, Health & Commumty Care he endorsed and tmplemented 
W-W), HHHC’3 

e-
(2) That the Head of Housmg, Health & Commumty Cam mtmduce proposed -

mmor post vanahons where they are wtthm terms of reference and that constdemtion of any 
addmonal resource requirements be undertaken m lme with the budget development process 
(HHHCC) 

(3)‘Ibat the Stmctural & Procedural Revtew Workmg Group undertake a 
renew of all the Authority’s servrce areas wrth a vtew to establishmg whether further proposals 
need to be filtered through the budget process (CE) 

f&gp/dec2t.rpt 
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Rochfrxd Dma Carnal 

To the meeting of FINANCE& GENERALPuRpoSES 

a On. 2ND DECEMBER 1997 

Report of CHlE?FEXECUWE 

Tttle MlNDTESOFTHECORPGRAlFRBSOURCESSUB-CGMMlTfEE 

Author R A Love11 

At a Meeting held on 13th November 1997 Present Councdlors 4 DE Barnes (Chanman), Mrs J M Gdes Mrs H L.A Glynn, Mrs E.M Hart, 
Mrs. J Helson, Mrs S J Lemon, C R Morgan, T A. Powell and Mrs M A Wen 

Apologies Councdlors CR. Fox and D.A Wen 

Visiting Councdlor Mrs P M V Pearse 

105. MEMBERS-

l Councdlor Mrs. H L.A Glynn declared a non-pecuniary n&rest by vutue of work 
currently berg undertaken by the Plannmg Services divlston in respect of construction 
work at her property 

The Mtnutes of the Meetings of 15tb, 16th and 22nd October 1997 were approved as a 
correct record 

PRESENTATIONS BY THE HEADS OF PLANNING SERVICES AND LEGAL 
l 0 *07, SERVICES 

The Sub-Commtttee recetved presentattons from the Head of PIannmg Setvrces and the 
Head of Legal Servmes outlmtng the Issues which they considered would have the 
greatest impact on theta ab111ty to achieve the Counctf’s orgamsational objectives and 
spedk pnonttes for the servme areas wnhrn then responstbtltty 

During drscusston the Sub-Commtttee pmvtded each Officer wrth addittonal gutdance 
on those areas which they wished to see gtven parttcular emphasis dunng the next year 
The SubCommrttee also provided the Chtef Executrve, the Corporate Dtrector 
(Services) and the Corporate Director (Law & Adrnuustratton) wtth further pomts to 
dtscuss wnh each of the Officers in refmmg theu personal targets 

F&GP/dec2J rpt 
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Rwhl”rd DlslnctCo”nnl 

To the meetmg of ImANcE&GENERAL PURPOSES 

On 2ND DECEMBER 1997 

Report of CHIEFExErn 

Title MINUTES OF TklE MUL HALL COMPLEX WORKING Pz4Rl-Y 

Author R A Lovell 

At aMe-etmg held on 17th November 1997 Present .&tnct Councdlors Mrs S J Lemon (m Chair for 
Meetmg), P A Becker% D M Ford, Mrs J M Gdes, Mrs M Hunnable, C R Morgan, R A Pearson and 
RE Vmgce 

Raylelgh Town Council C&pted Members Councdlors D E Barnes, M J Handford, Mrs J Helson, 
Miss B G J Lovett, C Lumley, Mrs J Lumley and Mrs PM V Pearse 

Non-Members Attending. Town Cllr S Jarvls 

The Ctuef Executrve thanked the Town Councd for re-arrangmg their Meetmg to permit the Workmg 
Party to take place, given the Importance of the busmess to be consIdered wltlun the current Conumttee 
Cycle. 

-0FTHEMEETJNGOF15THJULY 1997 

The Mmute.s of the Meetmg held on 15th July 1997 were agreed as a correct record 

PROGRESS OF DIG 

The Workmg Party received the report of the Corporate Director (Servrces) on dig progress and noted 
that, as at 17th November 1997, nothmg of any squficance had been found III any of the tnal holes It 
was reported that excavations were expected to be completed by Zlst November with restmmon works to 
bnng the car park back mto full use as soon as possible thereafter The results of the chg were expected 
to be formally avadable four weeks after completion of the works 

The Workmg Party received the report of the Corporate DIrector (Services) on current matters related to 
Lottery fundmg and noted the effect of the “Sixth Good Cause” and the revenue fundmg programme on 
the avadabdlty of Lottery fundmg for capm4 proJects such as the Mdl Hall Complex Tbe Workmg Party 
stressed the Importance that the Enghsh Sports Councd’s Facdlty Plannmg Model considered all aspects 
of the proposal mcludmg the proxmuty of facdllles m adJacent Dlstncts and transportation arrangements 
The Working Party endorsed the acCtlon taken m mnnmg the Mdl Hall Complex proposal agamst the 
Facdltles Planning Model at an early stage given that tlus actIon was now a necessary part of any 
subnusslon for Lottery fundmg. 



I6 PREPARATION OF BIUEF 


The Workmg Party received the report of the Corporate DIrector (Servees) explannng the action bemg .’ 
taken to prepare the bnef for the project and to assess the potential mnnmg costs ansmg therefrom It 
was noted that, m addltlon to mformatlon provided by the Councd’s current leisure contractor, 
mformatlon was berg sought from a range of leisure providers for a range of facthty types 

17 PROPOSED TENDER LIST FOR AR- CONSULTANTS 

The Workmg Party consIdered the report of the Corporate DIrector (Services) regardmg the proposed 
tender hst for archltechlral consultants 0 
The Chief Executive advised on the importance of extensive and detaded expenence of all compames 
mvlted to tender for the archItectural consultancy for the project and, m response to a Member enquuy, 
the Head of Leisure & Chent Servtces confirmed that all compantes Included on the tender hst had 
previously deslgned and managed slmdar protects It was explamed that the Practice which had camed 
out feaslblllty work on behalf of the Town Councd was not mcluded on the ltst for this reason 

RECOMMENDEDThat the followmg compames be mcluded on the tender hst for the provtslon of 
archItectural sewIces 

1 S&PLtd London 

: 
The Charter Partnership 
Wm Saunders PartnershIp 
Burke Richards Ltd 

Ipswich 
Nottmgham 
Kent and Plymouth 

z 
6 

Nigel Grayshon & Partners 
Gibson Hamdton PartnershIp 

Oxford 
Loughborough 

7 
8 

Stephen Ltmbnck Associates 
Abbey Hanson Rowe 

Gloucester 
London (CD(S)) 

18 MCL.USION OF THE PUBLIC 

Resolved that under Section 100(A)(4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the pubhc be excluded from 
the Meetmg for the followmg Item of busmess on the grounds that It Involves the ltkely disclosure of 
Exempt InformatIon as defined m Paragraph 9 of Part I of Schedule l2A of the Act 

19 DISCUSSIONS WITH CLRCA LEISURE 

The Workmg Party received the report of the Corporate Director (Fmance) on dlscusslons with the 
Councd’s exlstmg leisure contractor on the potential benefits which could be consIdered m return for an 
extension to the contract which could be recommended to the Councd’s external audttor as “best value” l -
It was noted that whde a conslderable capital qectlon mto the Councd’s leisure faclhtles had been 
proposed, the absence of mfotmation regarding the detailed operatIonal finances of the contract had made 
it lmposslble for the Councd’s Corporate Management Board to make any recommendations regardmg 
the relative value for money offered by the proposed extension to the contract Accordmgly It was 

RECOMMENDEDThat negotlatlons to extend the exlstmg leisure contract be dlscontmued and 
preparations be made to [e-tender the contact at the appropnate time (CD(F)) 

1207 
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ROCHlQRDDlSTRICpCODNClL 

hrinut!x of the Cotmcii 

Ar * Meting h&l on 9th Dccemk 1997. Preaem Councdlom PJ stanton 
(Chartman), D E. Barnes, P.A Beckers C I. Black, S Cumberland, J.M. Dtckson, 
D F Flack, D.M Ford, G. Fox, E.L Franns, Mrs. J.M G&s, Mrs HL.A Glynn, 
Mrs. J Hall, MJ. Handford, N Hams, Mrs. J. Helson, VC. Hewlett, 
Mrs M Hunnable, VD. Hutchmgs, V.H Leach, Mrs. SJ Lemon, Mrs. PM.V Pearse, 
R.A. Pearson, T.A Powell, Mrs W.M. Stevenson, D J Sutton, S R Telhs, 
Mrs. M S. Vmce, RE. Vmgoe, D A WeuandMrs M.A Weu. 

Apolo&s: Councdlors GC Angus, Mrs. EM Hart, A Hoskmg, Mm AR Hutchmgs 
and C R. Morgan 

552 MINUTES 

Resolvedthat the Mmutes of the Meenng of Zlst October 1997 and Extraordmary 
Meetmg of 5thNovembcr 1997 be approved as a correct record and signed by the 
Chairman, subject to inclusion of the words ‘m 1997/98 only’ after ‘mstaliation’ m 
Resolutton 2 of Mime 476 

553 MEMBERS -

The mterests recorded m the Minutes to be received and considered by Connctl were 
taken as mad. 

CouncdlorD.F.Flack declared a non-pecuntary mterest m the ttem on South Essex 
Health Authonty (Minute 559). 

554 -sANNouNcEMENTs 
l 

1. The Chairman repotted on the success of the recent Heycroft School enactment 
of a Full Councd Meetmg. 

2 The Chatrman extended hius best washes for a Happy Christmas to all 

3 In refemng to prizes assoctated wtth the Chamnan’s Charity raffle, the Chanman 
was pleased to announce that Den-An had offered a flight and the landlord of the 
Carpenters Arms London Road, Raw&h would provide lunch. The Chanman 
would be pleased to receive fnrtber prme offers. 

555 COMMlTIEE -

Resolved (1)that the Minutes of Committees be recerved and the recommendattons 
contamed therem adopted. 

(2)that the Common Seal of the Council be affixed to any documents 
necessary to give effect to decisions taken or approved by the Councd m these Minutes 

Date Minute Nos. 

PLANNINGSERVICES 3Ckboctober1997 46a-414 
mMMuNITYsERvIcEs 1 lth November 1997 47-l-493 
AUDlTSERVICBS 18th November 1597 494-499 
TRANSPORTATION & 20th November 1997 5@%513 
ENvIRoNMENTALsERvIm 
PLANNING SERVIm 27th Novembx 1997 415-521 
FlNANC!E&GBNBRALPURF0SES2ndDecember1997 522-551 

l 
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hIIn* 544- srandard spending -t 

Resolved that stx Members (two Ltberal Democrat, two Labour, one Hockley Ratepayer 
and one Conservattve - nommatrons to be subnutted to the Chief Execuuve) be : 
appomted to make representanon to the Secretary of State with regard to thts 
dlsappomtmg Standard Spending Assessment figure and that the local Members of 
Parliament be asked tolom this representahon (CD(F)) 

556 QIJESTIONS UNDER STANDD-JG ORDER 7.2 

This Chtef Executtve reported that the followmg questtons had been subrmtted under 
Standmg Order 7 2 by Counctllor DF Flack for an answer by the relevant 0 
Chauperson:-

“(I) Have Essex County Councd conducted a compamnve census of through tmfftc m 
the Rayletgh Town Centre? If so, what are the figures for the experimental 
pend compared with the same permd last year? 

(n) Have the Officers of R&ford Distnct Council conducted a comparattve survey 
of the usage of Webstem Way Car Park over the period of the traftic expenment? 
Ifso- l . 
What are the figures for - (a) The total numbers of 

usmg the car park 
vehicles 
for the 

experimental penod and the 
same penod last year. 

(b) The total mcome from 
Websten Way car park durmg 
the expenmentaI penod and for 
the same penod last year?” 

0 
In respondmg to the questtons Counctllor V H. Leach, Chamnan of the Transpartatton 
and Envnonmental Servtces Comnnttee, confled that he was now m recetpt of 
stattsttcal mformation whtch would enable Members to identify compamttve census 
figures relatmg to car park ucket sales and income Whilst it was possible to provide a 
verbal mdicatton of the figures as they related to the queshons the Chamnan felt that It 
would be most appropriate to ensure that copies of all the mformatton was supplied to 
all Members m the fotthcommg Member despatch, followed by a more detailed Officer 

557 

analysis. Chmcd endorsed thrs approach 

OPPOSITION PRIORITY BUSINESS l -
The Chief Executive reported on Opposmon Pnonty Business recetved from 
Councdlor CR Morgan on behalf of the Labour Group and mlatmg to the decision of 
the Secretary of State not to call m the Plannmg Apphcatton subrmtted by Anghan 
Water Servtces Lmuted m respect of the Bto Treatment Plant at Rochford Sewage 
Treatment Works, Stambndge Road, Essex and the subsequent tssuing by the County 
Council of the Planning Permtsston related to the proposal 

On behalf of the Labour Group Councdlor D.M. Ford proposed a motton to enable the 
Councd to address its concerns. Dnrmg debate Members referred to the need to feel 
sahsfied that all known issues have been fully addressed 

Councd was parttcularly concerned to note mformatton recently received by the Head of 
Housing, Health and Community Care mdtcatmg that the Environment Agency was 
revtewmg the prevtous advice that a Waste Management Licence would be mqtnred. 
The concern of a Member that the responsibthty for hcensmg had recently been 
removed from the County Councd and passed to a ‘quango’ body (The Envtronment 
Agency) was endorsed ‘Ihe Agency appeared to be a watchdog lackmg m appropriate 
re-coulx l 



l 

l 
It was agreed that, given the potmImI natronat sigmfmance of the proposed prcduq it 
would be of value to approach a WI& range of agencies (mcluding Umversmes, the 

l m 

. . 

Mihy of Agrtculture Fiihenes and Food and the Director of Pubhc Health) wnh a 
stew to obtainmg as much mdependant adnce on this product as posstble. 

Resolved (1) that the Anghan Water Services Ltd be requested to release rts findmgs m 
respect of the study into BIO Treatment for independent inveshgation by this Authority, 
the outcome to be reported to the Fmance & General Purposes Committee m the New 
Year, together wtm any cost tmphcattons. 

(2) that, should a Waste Management Lmence be requkd, the Envnomnent 
Agency be requested to delay issue until the results of the Councils’ mdependent 
mvestigatrons are avadable 

(3) that should the outcome of resoluhons (1) or (2) above be considered 
madequate, it be accepted that Standmg Order 18 procedure may have to be apphed to 
enable allocatton of such resources as may be required to provide an adequate study. 

(4) that Officers pursue the involvement of a wide range of agencies to obtam 
as much informanon as possible about this product to put pressure on the Envnonment 
Agency to produce an adequate response to concerns as a matter of urgency. (CB) 

558 MlNUJESOFl-HEh4EEDNGOFTHESl-RUCIUR4L. AND PRccTmw 
REVIEW WORKING GROUP HELD ON 3RD DECEMBER 1997 

Counctl considered the appended Mmutes and Recommendations contamed therem. 

Mmute25-Dlaftstfmdingordew 

Resolved (1) that the further revtsed Standing Orders appended to these Mmutes be 
adopted by the Connml in place of the extsdng Part I Standmg Orders. 

(2) that an m-house course on the new procedures be arranged for Members 
and Gfficers 

(3) that a report on the preparation of Mmutes be considered by a future 
Meetmg of the Workmg Group with a view to estabhshmg a protocol (CD&&A)) 

559 SOUTH ESSEX HEALTH AUTHORITY - PROPOSED Ex?mmlTuREtcurslN 
199&99 CONTR4CIlNG ROUND 

Note: Pursuant to Standing order 26 2, the Chanman admrtted this item as urgent 

Council referred to the South Essex Health Authority’s proposed expendttum cuts in the 
1998/99 contracting round The level and range of proposals would impact on many 
areas and servrces pmvtded for Rochford m&ems and a lengthy and complex 
consultatton process was proposed by the Health Autbonty, mcludmg a pubhc mectlng 

in RayIergh on 9th January 1998 

Durmg debate Members endorsed action proposed by the Chanman of the Commumty 
Smwes Committee mlatmg to officer consultanon with the Health Authonty and the 
extension of an invrtauon to the Chref Executtve of the Health Author@ to attend the 
Commmuty Services Committee on 6th January 1998 

Parncular reference was made to the clear short termtsm of the proposed cuts and 
concern was expressed at the type of service which would be affected. Proposals 
appeared pattrcularly severe when constdered agamst, for example, the hkely costs of 
the mformatton newspaper produced by the Health Authority and the level of cuts being 
managed by local authormes 

Resolved(l) that Officers meet wnh counterpar% from the South Essex Health 
Authority to develop a clearer tmderstandmg of the totality of the budget and the 
context of the proposed cuts. 
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(2) that, given the level of concern over the pmposed cuts.- 

(J) ‘Ihe Chief Executive of the South Essex Health Authonty be asked to attend the 
Meehng of the Community Serwes Cornnut& scheduled for 6th January 1998. 

(n) Sir Teddy Taylor MP and Dr. Michael Clark MP be innted to the Meetmg of 
FuU Couml scheduled for 27th January 1998 to fmabe a response for the 
Rochford bstnct lwlly and w~dun the national allocation of resources (CE) 

d 
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RdQd Dlsncl CCNWJ 

To the meetmg of COUNCIL 

on 9THDECEMBER 1997 

Report of CORPORATE DIRECTOR (LAW & ADMRiISTRAIION) 

Title MINUlESOFTHESTRUCI-URAL & PROCEDURAL. RBVIBW 
WORKING GROUP 

.8 
Author R J Honey 

At a Me&rig held on 3rd December 1997. Present Councdlors Mrs J. Helson (Chairman), 
D E Barnes, V D. Hutchmgs, V.H Leach, CR Morgan and R A. Pearson 

The Chief Execunve and Corporate Dnector (Law & Admmistrahon) 

%sidng Councdlors D F Flack and Mrs PM V. Pearse 

a 
Apologms Cotmcdlors Mrs S J Lemon and Mrs M A. Weir 

24 MINUIES 

The Mmutes of the ad~oumed Meetmg of 29thOctoter 1997 and reconvened Meetmg of 
12th November 1997 were agreed as a comt record. 

25. DRAFT STANDING ORDERS 

The Workmg Group reconsidered the Draft Standing Orders referred back by the Parent 
Commtttee for further review to achteve a final form document generally acceptable to all 
Members Particular attennon focused on Standmg Orders 8 (Opposmon Prlonty Busmess), 9 
(Notices of Motton), 10 (Members’ Queshons), 12 (Allozation of Time), 13 (Tetmmatton of 
Meetmg), 19 (Urgent Business) and 27 (Attendance) m the ongmal draft 

Havrng debated points of contentton at length, the Workmg Gmup were unanimous m proposmg 
the further revised Standmg Orders whtch are appended to these Mmutes 

Dunng dtscusston, Members agreed that both Officers and Members would benefit from a course 
or workshop on the new procedures ansmg out of the Stmctural and Procedural Revtew 
Members also welcomed a proposal from the Chief Execuhve for the Workmg Group to review 
the preparanon of Mmutes, estabhshmg a protocol to ensure a umform approach to the recording 
of all meetmgs 

RECOMMENDED (1) That the further revised Standmg Orders appended to these Mmutes be 
adopted by the Councd m place of the exlstmg Part I Standing Orders. 
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(2) That an m-house course on the new procedures be arranged for Members l .and Officers. 

(3)Tbat a report on the pqaratmn of Mmutes be considered by a future 
Meetrng of the Workmg Gmup wth a ww to estabhshmg a protocol (CJJ~A)) 

4
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APPENDIX 

ROCHPORD DISTRICT COUNCIL 

STANDING ORDERS 

PART 1: PRELIMINARY 

STANDING ORDER 1. DEFINITIONS 

l(1) In these standing orders, unless the context otherwise demands, the followmg terms 
have the meaning assigned to them: 

‘authority’ - Rochford Drstrict Councrl acting by any means which it may lawfully 
adopt; 

.O ‘chief officer’ - a statutory or a non-statutory chief officer, as defined m sectron 2 of the 
1989 Act; 

‘committee’ - a commrttee of the authority; 

‘council’ - Rochford Drstrrct Council actmg by the council, 

‘employee’ - an employee of the author@ or the holder of a pard office under the 
author@ other than the Chairman, Vice-Chairman and any local offker of drgmty 
appointed by the authority under powers conferred by a Royal Charter, 

‘head of the authority’s paid servrce’ - the person desrgnated as such under section 4 of 
the 1989 Act. 

“head of service” - any person other than a chief offker designated as such by hiaher 
lob descriptron, 

‘leader of a political group’ - the leader of a poliucal group as defined 111 the Local 
Government (Comrmttees etc.) Regulations 1989, 

‘leader of the council’ - if there 1s a majority group among the members of the council, 
the leader of that group; otherwise, such person as the council shall so designate by 
resolution; 

‘majorrty group’ - a political group to which belong either. 

(1) more than half of the members of the council; or 
(ii) exactly half of the number of members of the councrl, includmg the Chairman 

of the Councrl; 

‘meeting’ - a meeting of the council, a committee or a subcommittee, as the case may 

*be;, 
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‘member’ - m relahon to the council, a member of the counc11, m relation to any 
comrmttee or subcommtttee a person appcmted as a member of that cormmttee or 
subconnmttec, whether or not entitled to vote; 

.’ 
‘kmnority group’ - a political group which, 

(i) where there 1s a majority group among the members of the council, is not tbat 
majonty group; 

(ii) m any other case, is designated as such by a resolution of the council; 

‘monitoring offker’ - the person designated under sectron 5 of the 1989 Act (designatron 0 

and reports of momtoring officer) or, rf that person is unable to act owing to absence or 
illness, the person nommated as hrs/her deputy under subsection (7) of that sectron; 

‘number of members’ - m relation to the council, the number of persons who may act at 
the time in questron as members of the council, and in relatton to a committee or 
subcommittee, the number of persons who may act at the time in question as votmg 
members of that body, 

‘person presrdmg’ - the person entrtled, or appointed, to preside at any meeting; 

‘pohtical group’ - a pohtrcal group as defined in the Local Government (Committees and 
Political Groups Regulatrons 1990); 

‘proper officer’ - the person designated as such by the authority; 

‘the 1972 Act’ -the Local Government Act 1972; 

‘the 1989 Act’ - the Local Government and Housing Act 1989; 

‘the whole number of members - in relation to the council, the total number of persons 
who may become members of the council, disregarding any person who is a member of 
the council only by vntue of section 3(3) or sectron 5(2) of the 1972 Act (Chairman and 
Vice-Chairman to remain members until replaced), l -
‘without comment’ - in relation to the movmg, seconding or putting of a motion, wrthout 
any person speskmg except to mdicate the wording of the motion, the fact that rt is 
bemg moved, seconded or put, or (m the case of the person presnhng) the effect of 
adoptmg the matron. 

(2) Unless the context otherwrse requires, the singular mcludes the plural and the plural 
includes the smgular 

(3) Any reference m any standmg order to a numbered paragraph is, unless the context 
otherwise reqmrcs, a reference to the paragraph of that standing order bearmg that number. 

STANDING ORDER 2 STANDING ORDERS 

2 
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2 (1) No arrangements shah be made whereby a comrmttec, subcommittee or officer may 
exercise any power of the authority to vary, revoke or add to these standmg orders 

a 
(2) Except where it is in accordance wrth a recommendatron of a commrttce, any matron to 
amend, revoke or add to these standmg orders, when moved and seconded, shah stand 
adjourned wrthout further discussion to the next ordmary meetmg of the councrl, and shall 
stand referred to such committee as the council shall drrect for report to that meetmg. 

b (3) This star&g order and standing orders 19(l), 24(2) (3) and (4), 25,26,27,28, and 30 are 
not capable of being suspended 

(4) Any of standmg orders 4, 7(3), 8, 9(l), 13(5)(6) and (7), 16 and lS(4) and (5) may be 
suspended by the council, but only if: 

(4 notrcc of the intentron to move such suspensron has been included in the agenda for 
the mectmg; and 

(b) before the matron IS put to the vote, every political group to which members of the 
council belong has declared that they are content. 

.@ 

(5) Any of the other standing orders may be suspended by the council provided that either 

(4 notice of mtentron to move such suspension has been included in the agenda for the 
meeting, or 

(b) at least one half of the number of members of the councrl are present 

(6) A suspensron under paragraphs (4) or (5) shah have the effect that the standmg order 
l suspendedis not in force dunng the period of suspension. A suspensron under paragraph (4) 

shaII last for the penod specified m the resolution to suspend the standing order, which shall 
not extend beyond the next annual meeting of the councrl, if no penod IS specrfied the 
suspension shall last only for the meeting at which it IS adopted. A suspension under 
paragraph (5) shall last only for the meetmg at which it is adopted. 

(7) A prmted copy of these standing orders and of relevant extracts from enactments 
regulatmg the proceedings and business of the authorrty shah be given to each member upon 
delivery to the proper officer of his/her declarauon of acceptance of office under sectron 83 of 
the 1972 Act, or as soon as possible thereafter. 

(8) The ruling of the person presiding at any meeting as to the constructron or applicatron of 
any of these standmg orders shah not be challenged at that meetmg. 

PART II. MEETINGS OF THE COUNCIL 

STANDIh’G ORDER 3 ORDINARY MEETINGS OF THE COUNCIL 

LccalGmvmmnt Aa 1972. Sch Il.prms I, 2.4 

3 (1) The annual meeting of the council shall be held in every year on a day to be determmed 
by the Counnl not earher than the e&h day nor later than the twenty-fuSr day immedrately 
following the day of retirement of Councrllors 111 those years where ordii elections of 

0 
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Counctllors to the council are held and on a day to be fixed by the Council 111 the months of 
March, Apnl or May in those year when there are no elections 

(2) Other ordmary meetings of the counc11 for the transaction of general busmess shall be ,’ 
held from bme to time at regular intervals on days to be determined by the Council. 

(3) Seats wtthm the body of the Council Chamber wtll be allocated m blocks in order of 
precedence based upon the size of political groups 111 descendmg order. 

0STANDlNG ORDER 4: EXTRAORDINARY MEETINGS OF THE COUNCIL 

Loco/ Gmmnr Aa 1972, Sch 12, pm* 3 

4 (1) The Chairman of the Counc11 may at any tune call an extraordinary meeting of the 
COUllCll. 

(2) If the office of Chairman IS vacant, or if the Chairman IS unable to act for any reason, the 
Vice-Chamnan of the Council may at any time call an extraordinary meeting of the council l ‘0 
(3) If the offices of Chsirman and Vice-Charmran are both vacant, or if both the Chairman 
and the Vice Chairman am unable to act for any reason, the leader of the council (rf any), may 
at any ume call an extraordinary meeting. 

(4) The appropriate number of members of the council may call an extraordmary meetmg 
of the council If a reqmsiuon for such a meetmg srgned by the appropnate number of 
members of the council has been presented to the Chanman of the Council, and either he/she 
has refused to call a meetmg or, wrthout him/her so refosmg, no extraordmaty mectmg has ‘0 
been called v&m seven days of the presentation of the requisition 

(5) The appropriate number of members of the council is 

(4 111any crrcumstances, the number of members who then form a quorum of the 
councrl; or 

(b) m relation to any item of business where any pohtical group have required that the 
provisions of standing order 8 (opposttron pnon’cy business) should be apphed to l -an item of business, and the question on that item of business has not been put to 
the vote, or has been put to the vote as a result of a resolution under stanoing order 
21(13) (closure mottons), at least five. 

(6) Any requisition under paragraph (4) may be presented to the Chairman by bemg left for 
him/her with the proper officer 

(7) Where any person or persons decides to call an extraordinary meetmg of the council, 
he/she shall s~gmfy to the proper officer that he/she has done so, the business to be transacted 
and the date and trme for which the meetmg is called The proper officer shall thereupon 
ensure that the notme and summonses required by paragraph 4(2) of Schedule 12 to the 1972 
Act are published and sent. 

(8) Any extraordinary meeting of the council which may be called shall be held in the 
Council Chamber or such other place as the Chairman of the Council may appoint. 

l 
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(9) No extraordmsry meetmg shall be called unless rt 1s proposed to transact at the meetmg 
business which, in accordance with the relevant enactments and these standing orders, may be 
transacted at that meeting. 

(10) Where III relation to any meeting of the author@ the next such meeting is a meetmg 
called under paragraph 3 (extraordmary meetmgs) of Schedule 12 to the Local Government 
Act 1972, the next following meeting of the authonty (beiig a meeting called otherwise than 
under that paragraph) shall be treated as a suitable me-etmg for the purposes of paragraph 
41(l) and (2) (srgnmg of minutes) of that Schedule 

STANDING ORDER 5: PERSON PRESIDING AT MEETINGS OF THE COUNCIL 

Lod Gonmmrw AC, 1972. SCJI II, para 3 

5 (1) Any power of the Chairman of the Councrl in relatton to the conduct of a meeting of 
the council may be exercised by the person presiding at the meeting. 

If it is necessary to choose a member of the council to preside in the absence of the 
(2)Chairman and Vice-Chairman the proper officer shall call on a member of the council to 
move that a member of the councrl to be named by that member shall take the chatr. 

(3) If discussron arises on that matron, the proper officer shall exercise the powers of the 
person presidmg to regulate that discussion, and to maintain order at the meeting. 

(4) The motion, and any amendments, shall be put to the meeting in accordance with 
standmg order 24(5) (voting on appomtments). 

STANDING ORDER 6. QUORUM OF MEETINGS OF THE COUNCIL 

Lmol Gwmmenr Ad 1972. Sch 12. pmn 6 

6 (1) If, during any meetmg of the council, the person presiding, after causmg the number of 
members present to be counted, declares that there 1s not a quorum present, the meeting shall 
standad~oumed for fifteen mmutes. 

(2) If, after fifteen minutes, the person presrdmg, after again causing the number of 
members present to be counted declares that there 1s sttll no quorum present, the meeting 
shaU end 

(3) Notwrthstandmg any provtsron m these standing orders that notices of questtons or 
mottons shall lapse, the constderation of all busmess which 1s on the agenda of a meeting 
brought to an end under the previous paragraph and which has not been completed before the 
meetmg 1s brought to an end shall be postponed to the next meeting of the council, whether 
ordinary or extraordmsry. 

STANDING ORDER 7. ORDER OF BUSINESS AT MEETINGS OF THE COUNCIL 

Locnl Gownvw~ Aa ,972 3 l~WB(ri. Sch I2,pm 4(7) 

5 @) Subject to standmg order 8 or unless the councrl otherwise orders m accordance with 
paragmph (3), the order of business at every meetmg of the council shall be: 
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(4 m the absence of the Chairman and Vrce-Chairman, to choose a member of the 
council to preside; 

0) at the annual meetmg, and at any other meetmg whrch IS the first after the office of .’ 
Chairman shall have become vacant, to elect a Chairman, 

(4 at the annual meetmg, and at any other meeting which is the fust after the office of 
Vice-Chairman shall have become vacant, to appoint a Vice-Chairman, 

(4 except where the nnnutes of all earher meetmgs of the council have already been 
signed as a correct record or, m accordance wnh standmg order 19, any unsigned 
minutes are to stand over until the next smtable meetmg, to approve as a correct 
record the minutes of the last meeting of the council, and of any earlier meetmg of l 

which the minutes have not been so approved, and for the person presiding to sign 
them; 
to receive commumcatrons from the person presidmg; 

: where the meeting has been called by members under Standmg order 4(4), to 
consider the business specified in the summons; 

(9) where a meetmg has ken summoned to consider: 

(I) a change of the name of the area of the author@ under section 74 of the 1972 
Act. 0 ‘0 

(ii) a change m the name of the authority under section 144 of the 1989 Act, 
(iii) the promotion or opposition of a bill under section 239 of the 1972 Act, 
(iv) the presentation of a petrtion to The Queen praying for the grant of a charter 

under section 245 of the 1972 Act, or 
(v) the grant of the trtle of honorary alderman or the admission of an honorary 

freeman under sectton 249 of the 1972 Act, 
(VI) a report from the chief financml officer under section 114 of the Local 

Government Fmance Act 1988, 0 
(VII) a report of the momtormg officer under section 5 of the 1989 Act 

to consrder the busmess for which the meetmg has been summoned, 

(h) to recetve peutions and deputations under Standmg order 11; 
(i) the askmg and answenng of questions under Standing order 10, 
(i) to consider items of business, if any, which were on the agenda of the last meeting 

of the council and which were not disposed of or did not lapse; l m(k) to reeerve and consider reports, mmutes and recommendattons of committees m the 
order prescribed under paragraph (2); 

(I) to consider mottons of which notice has been submitted by members of the council 
in accordance wtth standing order 9 m the order m wmch they are recorded as 
havmg been received, 

(m) to constder other business, if any, specrfied m the summons for the meetmg. 

(2) The items of business under item (1) m the last paragraph shah be considered in the order 
III which they arc listed in the agenda for the meeting, and that order shall be m accordance 
with arrangements determmed from time to time by the council 

(3) The order of busmess m paragraph (1) may be vaned by: 

(a) due&ion of the person presrdmg, made wrth the unannnous consent of the 
members present, but not so as to alter the order of items (a) to (g); or 

I) 
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@) a resolutron of the council, but not so as to alter the order of items (a) to (g), or to 
ovemde the provisrons of standing order 8. 

(4) If the person presrdmg decides that an item of busmess not mcluded in the agenda for the 
meeting sent with the summons for the meetmg may be taken for reasons of urgency, that 
item shall, subject to any duectron or resolunon under paragraph (3), be taken at the end of 
the other stems of busmess wrth an explanatton of the reason for urgency recorded m the 
Mmute 

(5) If, not sooner than 90 minutes from the commencement of the meeting, the person 
presiding is of the oplruon that the busmess of the meetmg may not be completed withm a 
reasonable time, he/she may requne the meeting to determine winch items of outstanding 
busmess can be disposed of wrthout debate. The person presniing will then put, wrthout 
discussron, all questrons necessary to dispose of the items so determmed before proceeding 
to the next business. 

STANDING ORDER 8. OPPOSITION PRIORITY BUSINESS 

8 (1) This standmg order applies where there is a majonty group among the members of the 
council 

(2) A minority group may reqmre, by a notice m wnting given to the proper offker not later 
than the latest time for the recerpt of notices of motion for that meeting, that any one item of 
busmess to be placed on the agenda for any meeting of the council by any mmonty group 
shall be treated as opposition pnonty business. 

(3) If an item of business 1s to be treated as opposition prronty business, and rf, after a period 
of two hours from the commencement of the meeting, consideration of that item has not 
begun, that item shall be taken next after the conclusion of the busmess then under 
dtscussron 

STANDING ORDER 9: NOTICES OF MOTIONS 

9 (1) Any member of the council may give notme of not more than two matrons for 
consrderation at any meetmg of the counal, and may m addition give nonce of a motion 
under paragraph (11) (motion that there should be no automatic referral of the substantwe 
matron to committee) 

(2) Notice of every motion to b-e moved at a meeting of the council other than a motton 
wmch, under standmg order 20, may be moved without nobce shall be given in wnting, 
signed by the member or the members of the council grvmg nobce The notme shall state for 
which meetmg of the council the notme is given 

(3) Unless the person presiding at the meetmg is of the opmion that a motion should be 
considered as a matter of urgency, notme of every matron of wmch nottce IS reqmred shall be 
delivered to the proper officer at least seven clear days before the day of the meetmg for 
which the notice is gtven. 
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(4) The proper officer shall not accept any notme of motion which, by reason of any 
enactment or any provrsion m these standing orders other than paragraph (8) below, could not 
be consrdemd at the meetmg for which It is grven 

: 
(5) The proper officer shall record the time and date at which every such nobce 1s dellvemd 
to bun. That record shall be open to the mspcction of every member of the council. 

(6) Every motion shall be relevant to some matter in relatton to which the authority has 
functrons, or whrch affects the area of the authority, or part of it, or the mhabitants of that 
area, or some of them 

0 

(7) A matron shall only be moved by the member who gave notice of the motion, or by a 
member authorised by such a member. 

(8) Where notice of a matron has been given for any meetmg, and that matron is neither 
moved (for whatever reason) nor deemed to have been referred to a conmuttee, the notice 
shall lapse, and the motton shall not be moved without further notice 

(9) Subject to paragraph 10 below, where a notice of monon has been given for any 
meeting, and that mobon is withm the terms of reference of any committee of the authority, l . 
the motion shall be deemed to have been referred by that meetmg to the next meeting of the 
comnuttee or committees w&in whose terms of reference tt falls. If any question arises as to 
the comnuttee to which the matron is to be referred, rt shall be determined by the Chairman of 
the Council. 

(10) Where a motion has been referred, or is deemed to have been referred, to a meeting of a 
connmttee, that commrttee shall consider it at its next meeting and shall either report upon the 
motion to the next meeting of the council, or mclude its crews upon the motion m its next 0 
report to the councd. 

(11) Notwithstanding paragraph (S), a motion may be considered wrthout first bemg referred 
to a commtttee rf the council so resolve on a matron, of which notme under paragraph (1) 
above is required, but which shall b-e moved, seconded, and put without comment 

STANDING ORDER 10: QUESTIONS l -

10 (1) MEMBERS QUESTIONS 

(1) If a member of the wunctl wishes to ask a question at a meeting of the council of: 

(a) the Chanman of the Councrl, 
(b) the leader of the council (rf any), 
(c) the person appomted or chosen to preside in any committee, 
(d) a member of the council appointed by the author@ to any jomt authority or joint 

board of which the author@ is a constituent author@, 
(e) a member of the council who is, as a result of action taken by or on behalf of the 

authority, a member or director of any company 
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he/she shall grve notme 111 wnting to the proper officer of the question at least seven days 
before the meetmg at which the question IS to be asked 

(ii) A list of the questions of which notice has been given shall be cnculated to members of 
the camxl at, or before, the meetmg at which they are to be asked 

(tit) If the person presnling at a meeting of the council considers that, by reason of specml 
circumstances, it IS desirable that a question shall be asked at a meetmg of the council 
although due notice of the question has not been given, and if he/she 1s satrsfied that as much 
notice as 1s possible has been given to the person of whom it 1s to be asked, he/she may 
pemt the question to be asked. 

(iv) Every question shall be put and answered without dtscussron, but the person to whom the 
questron has been put may decline to answer rt If the person presiding permits, the member 
askmg a quesnon may ask one relevant supplementary questron which shall be put and 
answered without drscussion 

(v) An answer to a question may be given by the person to whom It is addressed or by a 
person on his/her behalf, and may take the form of 

(4 an oral answer, 
a reference to mformation contained m some pubhcatron, 

Ei a written answer, which shall be cnculated to members of the councrl at the latest 
with the summons for the next meeting of the council 

(vi) No question shall be asked more than 20 minutes after the council has entered on the 
item of business under whmh questrons are to be asked 

(vir)If notice of a questron has been given, and that quesnon 1s not for any reason asked 
orally, and unless the member who gave notme of rt withdraws the question or the member to 
whom it 1s addressed refuses to answer, the questron shall be given a wntten answer withm 7 
days of the meetmg. 

(~1) If a member washes to ask a question of an officer or other person who rs, as a result 
of action taken by or on behalf of the authority a member or director of a company, he/she 
shall give nonce of the queshon m the same way as for a questton to a person mentroned in 
paragraph (i) Unless the member giving notice v&draws it or the person to whom rt 1s 
addressed refuses to answer, the question shall be given a written answer 111 the same way as 
under paragraph (vn). 

(ix) Every question shall be relevant to some matter m relation to which the authority has 
iimcnons, or whrch affects the area of the author@, or part of it, or the mhabnants of that 
area, or some of them 

lO(2) PUBLIC QUESTIONS 

A person resident in the Dmtrict or any local organisation based in the District may ask any 
question m relation to the business of the councrl subject to the followmg provisions - 

(9 notice m wntmg being given to the Chref Executive not more than 14 days and not less 
than 7 days prior to the Meetmg of the Council or Comnuttee for which rt IS intended 
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(11) the question to be hsted with other quesnons in order of receipt and mcluded as early as 
is practmable on the Agenda for the relevant mcctmg l O 
(lit) the questtoner to attend the meetmg to put the questron and if not present when the stem 
is called the questron to be deleted from the hst 

(IV) the question to be put to the Chanman 

(v) the Chairman at his or her discretion to disallow any question whmh 1s scurrilous, 0 
vexatious, Improper, irrelevant or otherwise oblectionable 

(vi) no question requiring the disclosure of “exempt mformatron” as defined under 
Paragraph 1 of Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 1972 (as amended) to be allowed 

(vu) the answer to the question to be given without further dmcussron 

(vni) the answer to take the form of a direct oral reply given at the meetmg and confirmed in 
wnting except that rf further mformation is rcqmred to provrde a proper response a written l .answer may be given to the questioner within 14 days of the Meetmg and circulated to all 
Members of the counctl 

(ix) the number of questron asked by any one questioner to be bmited to two at any one 
meetmg 

(x) the tame for questions from members of the public to be restricted to 15 minutes at any 
one meeting unless extended at the Chairman’s discretion for a further five mmutes At the 
expiratton of that penod of time any questions which remam to be dealt with to be answered ‘0 
m wnting and reported to the next ordmary meetmg of the Council or relevant Committee 

(xi) no question form members of the public shall be received at Annual Councrl or any 
Extraordmary or Special Meetmgs of the Councrl or a Committee or at any Commrttee called 
to consider Planning Applications. 

STANDING ORDER 11. PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS AND HEARING OF l -
DEPUTATIONS AT FULL COUNCIL 

11 (1) At a meetmg of the council any member of the council or a local government elector 
for the arca of the author@ may present a petition whmh is relevant to some matter m 
relation to which the authonty has functions, or which affects the area of the author@, or part 
of it, or the inhabrtants of that area, or some of them 

(2) Where the person proposmg to present the petinon IS not a member of the counctl, he/she 
shall give notice of his/her mtention to do so to the proper officer at least seven days before 
the meetmg at which the petition is to be presented and shall show the petitron to the proper 
officer. The nonce of intentron to present a pentron shall not be accepted unless the proper 
officer has satisfied tilfiemelfthat the petition IS proper to be presented. 

(3) The presentation of a petinon shall be lunited to not more than three minutes, and shall 
be confined to reading out, or summarismg, the prayer of the petition, indicatmg the number l 
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and descnption of the slgnatones, and making such further supportmg remarks relevant to the 
petition as the person presenting it shall think fit. 

(4) Any person hkely to be afFected by a matter m relation to which the author@ has 
functions, or which affects the area of the author@, or some of it, or the inhabitants of that 
area, or some of them, may ask that a depu&&on should be received by a meetmg of the 
council. Such a request shall be made to the proper officer at least seven days before the 
meetmg to which it relates. The person makmg the request shall mchcate the matter to which 
the request relates, the number (tich shall not be more than five), names and addresses of 
the persons who ~11 form the deputation, and the member or members of the deputation who 
will speak for them. 

(5) On bemg called by the person presiding, the person or persons speaking for the 
deputation may make, during a penod not exceedmg five mmutes, such remarks as he/she or 
they think fit, provided that the remarks shall relate to the matter indicated when the request 
was made, and that the remarks do not conshtute a personal attack upon any person The 
person or persons speakmg for the deputation shall be heard m silence. 

(6) The members of the council may, during a further period not exceeding five mmutes for 
each deputation, ask queaons of the members of the deputation. Such quctions shall be 
asked and answered without discussion. 

(7) Petitions shalI be presented, and deputations rece~ecl m the order in which notice of 
them is received by the proper officer, without making any chstmchon between petitions and 
deputations 

PART III. COMMITTEES AND SUBCOMMITTEES 

LomlGwemrmnf Act1972, ss lOl(l). (2,. (5) 102(l). (4) 

STANDING ORDER 12 APPOINTMENT OF COMMITTEES AND SUBCOMMITTEES 

12 (1) Subject to the provisions of the 1972 Act, and other relevant enactments, at its annual 
meetmg the council: 

(a) shall resolve which committees shall be appointed, what shall be the terms of 
reference of each of those comnnttees, and of how many voting members each 
wmnuttee shall wnslst, 

(b) may resolve that non-voting members, assessors and advisers shall also be 
appomted to any such comnuttee; 

(c) If it resolves to make appointments under subparagraph (b), shall specify what 
number of appomtments are to be made and what functions m relation to the 
committee each person so appointed may exercise, and 

(d) may resolve what lnnitations shall be placed on the powers of any such committee 
to arrange for the discharge by a subcommittee of any functions wluch it may 
discharge 

(2) The councti may at any tie amend resolutions under the previous paragraph 

(3) Every wmm~ttee set up under this standing order, and every subcomnuttee set up by 
such a wnmuttee, shall wntmue to discharge the functions wmm.~tted to them until the 
council or committee, as the case may be, resolve otherwise. 
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(4) Subject to secnon 102(S) of the 1982 Act (councillor not re-elected to cease to be a 
member of a comrmttee) and paragraph (7), every person appointed as a votmg member of 
such a comrmttee or sub-comm~ttee and every person appointed to exercise other functtons m 
relatron to a committee shall contmue as such untrl the appointment IS termmated by the 
authority. 

(5) Whenever 
(a) the councrl is required to revrew the allocanon of seats on committees between 

polincal groups, or 
(b) the councrl resolves to carry out such a review, or 
(c) a committee is required to revtew the allocatton of seats on a subcommittee 

between pohtical groups, or 
(d) a commrttee resolves to carry out such a revrew, 

the proper officer shall submit a report to the council or commtttee (as the case may be), 
showmg what allocation of seats would, in his/her opinion, best meet the reqmrements of 
section lS(4) of the 1989 Act. 

(6) In the hght of such a report, the councrl or committee, as the case may be, shall determine 
the allocation of seats to political groups. 

(7) Whenever an appointment of a voting member of a committee or subcornnnttee falls to be 
made in accordance wrth the wishes of a political group to whom the seat has been allocated, 
and whenever such an appomtment falls to be terminated in accordance wtth such washes, 
then the proper offkr shall make or termmate the appomtment accordingly. 

(8) Subject to any resolutions by the council under thrs standing order, every conumttce may 
appoint subcommirtees for such purposes as tt thinks fit, and may make -gements for a 
subcommtttee to discharge any of the functions of the author@ which the comrmttee may 
discharge. 

(9) The Chairman and Vtce-Chairman of the Counctl, and the leader of the council (rf any), 
may attend and speak and move and second mouons (but may not vote) at a meetmg of a 
comttee or subcommittee of which they are not voting members 

(10) The person appointed to preside at the meeting of a comnnttee, and his/her deputy, may 
attend and speak and move or second mobons at a meetmg of any subcommittee appointed by 
that comnuttee, but may not vote unless appomted as a voting member. 

(11) A member of the councrl who 1s not otherwise entrtled to attend and speak at a 
comrmttee or subcommittee shall be. entrtled to do so (but not to vote) at a meetmg of the 
commlttee or subcommittee 

(a) durmg the consideration of any motion of which notice has been gtven which 
he/she has moved or seconded at a meeting of the council and which has been 
referred to that commtttee or subcommittee; or 

@J) wtth the agreement of the person presiding at the meeting of the committee or 
SUbcOmmIttee 

(12)(a) Subject to paragraph 12(b) attendance at Subcommtttees shall b-e hmited to the 
members thereof except insofar as the proceedmgs are open to the public or where, rf in 
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confidential session, the member is a member of the Parent Cormmttee or a non-member’s 
attendance has been agreed by the Chamnan of the Subcommittee m connectton ulth the non- 
member’s need to know the busmess to be discussed m hts role as elected representative. 
This agreement for attendance of non-members shall be taken as a formality In the 
exceptional event of non-agreement, the Chamnan of the Subwmrmttee shall b-e required to 
give specific reasons whtch wdl be recorded m the Mmutes. A non-member Cannot t&e part 

the deliberatton of the Subcomrmttee or vote thereat but shall have the nght to speak If a 
member of the Parent Cormmttee, or otherwise rf the Chauman of the Subconnmttee has 
granted permission to the Meetmg. 

(b) Subcommittees acting in a statutory or quasi-judicral capacity shall, when m contidentml 
session, be open only to Members thereof. 

(13)(a) Substitute Members may be nominated for each Comnuttee by each pohtxal group 
representedon the comrmttee and shall comprise a number no greater thau the number equal 
to the number of ordmary Members nominated for a pohtical group to that Committee 

(b) A Member may arrange for a properly appomted substitute Member to attend a Meeting 
of a Commtttee or Subconxmttee on his/her behalf subject to notice bemg given to the 
Chairman prior to the commencement of the Meeting. 

(c) A substttute Member attendmg a Meeting of a Committee, or Subcommtttee, has the same 
powers and responsibilities as a full Member of the Committee or Subcommittee 

(c) A Member or subsmute Member fit m attendance at a Meeting of a Commtttee or 
Subcommittee cannot be substituted or replaced durmg the wurse of that Meetmg. 

STANDING ORDER 13: MEETINGS OF COMMITIEES AND SUBCOMMITTEES 

13 (1) The counc11 may fix the date, time and place of ordmary meetings of committees and 
subwmttees. 

(2) If the council does not fix the date, tune, or place of an ordmary meetmg of a 
subcormmrtee,then the committee which appointed it may do so 

(3) If the date, time, or place of an ordinary meetmg of a wmnuttee or subcommittee has not 
been fixed by the council or the appomtmg committee (as the case may be), then that 
committee or subwmrmttee shall fm those details of the meetmg whrch have not otherwise 
been tied provided that 

(a) for the first ordmary meeting of any commtttee or subcommrttee, the Chanman of 
the Council or, if a person has been appointed to preside 111 a wmrmttee, that 
person may 5.x any details which have not otherwtse been fmed 

(b) for any other meeting of a commtttee or subcommittee, the Chairman of the 
Council or the person appomted to preside in that committee or subwmnuttee, 
after consultation (so far as practicable) with such persons as appear to hkm’her to 
be representative of the pohtical groups to whtch have been allocated seats on the 
wmrmttee or subcommittee, may cancel or change any of the details of place, date 
or time already futed for a meetmg of the wmmittee or subcommittee, other than 

? one called under paragraph (5) 



(4) The person appomted to preside at meetmgs of a committee or subcommittee, hts/her 
deputy, or the Chairman of the Council may call a special meetmg of the committee or 
subcommittee at any time 

(9 If 

(a) a requisition for a special meetmg of a committee or subcommittee, signed by at 
least two, or one-quarter of the total number, of the voting members of a committee 
or subcomrmttee, whtchever is greater, has ken presented to the person appomted 
to preside at their meetings, and 

(b) either he/she has refused to call a meetmg or, without him/her so refusing, no 
special meetmg has been called wtthin seven days of the presentation of the 
requisition, 

then any two, or onequarter of the number, of the members of the committee or 
subcomnuttee, whichever is greater, may forthwith call a special meeting of the committee or 
subwmmlttee. 

(6) If any person decides to call a special meeting of a committee or subcommittee, he/she 
shall forthwnh give notme that he/she has done so to the proper officer, specifying the 
business proposed to be transacted, the proper officer shall forthwith give notrce to all 
members of the wmrmttee or subcommittee and all persons entitled to receive their papers. 

(7) Any requisition under paragraph (5) may be presented by being left wnh the proper 
officer. 

STANDING ORDER 14; PERSONS PRESIDING IN COhQvlITTEES AND 
SUBCOh@vUTEES 

14 (1) The council may appoint, from among the voting members, a person to preside at the 
meetmgs of a wmrmttee or subcommittee, and a person to preside m the absence of the first 
person. 

(2) If any appomtment possible under the previous paragraph IS not made, a committee may 
appoint, from among the votmg members, a person to preside at the meetmgs of any 
subcommntee appointed by it, or a person to preside in the absence of the first person, as the 
case may be 

(3) If any appomunent posstble under the previous two paragraphs is not made, the 
comrmttee or subcommittee at its first meeting after the annual meeting of the counctl shall 
from among their votmg members, appomt a person to preside at their meetmgs, and may, 111 
the same way, appoint a person to preside m the absence of the first parson. 

(4) If the persons appointed under the previous paragraphs of this standmg order are absent, a 
meetmg of a committee or subcomnnttee shall appoint, from among the voting members 
present, a person to preside at that meetmg 

(5) If tt is necessary for the wmrmttee or subcommittee to appomt a person to preside, the 
proper offker shall call on a member of the wmnuttee or subcommittee to move that a voting 
member of the wmrmttee or subcommittee shall take the chair. 
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l (6) If drscussion arises, the proper officer shall exercrse the powers of the person presidmg 

l to regulate that drscussron, and to maintain order at the meeting. 

(7) The matron, and any amendments, shall be put to the meetmg in accordance wrth 
standing order 24(5) (voting on appointments). 

STANDING ORDER 15 QUORUM OF COMMITTEES AND SUBCOMhKITEES 
l 

15 (1) No busmess shall be transacted at any meetmg of a commtttee or subcommrttcc unless 
at least onequarter of the whole number of votmg members of the comnuttee or 
subcommtttee, as the case may be, are present: 

provided that in no case shall any busmess be transacted unless at least two voting 
members are present, 

(2) The provisrons of standmg order 6 shall apply to a meetmg of a comrmttee or 

.@ 
subcommittee at which a quorum is not present as they would apply rf it were a mcctmg of 
the couucil 

STANDING ORDER 16 ORDER OF BUSINESS IN COh4MIT-fEES AND 
SUBCOMMITTEES 

16 (1) At least three clear days before every meetmg of a committee or subcommittee, or as 
soon as the meetmg is called, whmhever is later, the proper officer shall send to every votmg 

l member and to every other person enntlcd to receive the papers of the cormmttee or 
subcommittee a copy of the agenda for the meetmg. 

(2) The agenda shall mclude 

(4all items of business which have been, or are deemed to have been, referred to the 
mnmittee or subcommittee by the councrl or by another commit-tee or 
subcommrttee,as the case may be, 
all reports submitted to the committee or subcomnuttee by the head of the pard .* (3)
service or any chief officer or head of service; 

(cl any item of busmess drrectcd to be included by the person appomtcd to preside at 
the mcetmgs of the comnnttee or subconumttee, and 

(4 any other item of busmess of which the reqmsite notice has been given to the 
proper offker by a member of the conmuttee or subcomnuttec (whether voting or 
not). 

provided that no member (other than the person appointed to preside at meetings of the 
l committee or subcomnuttee) may give notme of more than one item of business for any one 

mcetmg. 

(3) The requisrte nouce IS five clear days’ notice m wntmg before the date fixed for the 
meetmg of the comrmttee or subcommittee 
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(4) Subject to any directions gven by the person appointed to preside at the meetmgs of the 
committee or subcommittee, the items of business shall be arranged m such order as the 
proper officer thinks wdl best ensure the effective despatch of busmess 

STANDING ORDER 17: URGENT BUSINESS 

17 (1) Unless the council has by resolution made other arrangements for that purpose, every 
comnuttee shall be deemed to have made arrangements for the discharge, 111 urgent 
cwmstan~s, of the functions of the authorrty which the committee may &charge by the a 
appomtment of an “urgency subcommittee” comprismg the Chamnan and Vice-chmnnan of 
the wrmmttee or named reserves 

(2) Before acting under such arrangements any such subcomnuttee shall 

(a) record the urgent circumstances whch make it necessary for action to be taken 
before a meetmg of the committee can bc arranged; 

(b) in respect of decisions under the terms of reference of committees other than the 
Fmance and General Purposes Committee consult, so far as 1s practicable, the Chauman a. 

of that wmnuttee 

(3) Where action is taken under any such arrangement, a report of that action, includmg a 
note of the circumstances whch made it necessary, shall be lmd before the next meetmg of 
the wmttee 

STANDING ORDER IS. REFERENCE-UP OF DECISIONS a 

18 (1) Tlus standing order apphes where arrangements have been made for the discharge of a 
function of the authonty by a comnuttee or subcomnnttee, and operation of such 
arrangements LS referred to m it as ‘the use of delegated powers’ 

(2) Where a quetion on the use of delegated powers has been put to the vote at any 
meetmg of a conmuttee or subcommittee, and not fewer than one-fifth of the voting members 
present at the meetmg, munediately after the question has been put to the vote, ask that the l 
provisions of this standing order should be applied, the committee or subcomnut& shall 
submit a report on the use of the delegated powers for consideration by the council or the 
committee which appomted the subcommlttee, as the case may be, at their next meeting 

(3) Where, on the consideration by a comnuttee of a report of a subcommittee under the 
preceding paragraph, not fewer than one-fifth of the votmg members of the committee present 
at the meetmg ask that the provisions of this standmg order should be applied, the wmuuttee 
shall subnut a report on the decision to the council at its next meetmg 

(4) Subject to paragraph (5), where a question on the use of delegated powers IS put to the 
vote at a meetmg of a committee or subconmuttee and not fewer than two-fifths of the voting 
members present at the meetmg, immediately after the question has been put to the vote, ask 
that the provisions of this standing order should be applied, the de&on shall be of no effect, 
but shall be treated as a recommendation to the council or the wmnuttee which appointed the 
subwmnuttee, as the case may be l 
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(5) Paragraph (4) shall not apply to any question whmh arises on an Item of busmess 
l 

(a) where the committee or subcommittee has, under an obligation arming the nature of 
0 the business to be transacted heard representatrons from persons other than 

members of the councrl and those appointed by author@ to discharge a ftmchon m 
connection wrth the committee subcommittee or 

@I) whmh concerns the appointment, drsciplme or dmnussal of a member of the 
author@ staff 

b (6) Delegated decrsrons of a Subcommtttee or Comnuttee other than the Plmnnng Servrces 
Committee or when actmg m a quasi-prdicial capacity shall be deemed to have been resolved 
three working days after the date of the Meetmg, unless three Members of the Councd have 
signed and submnted a requisitron m writing to the proper officer reqmrmg the relevant 
Mmute to be referred to the Full Council for decision If such a reqmsrhon IS received the 
mmute will be included for debate at the next Full Council Meetmg. 

PART N: CONDUCT OF MEETINGS 

STANDING ORDER 19: MINUTES 

LaoI Gwcmmrti Act 19% sch 12, pox 41(l), 01, (4). 44Q) 

19 (1) Minutes of every meeting of the council, of any wmnuttee or of any subwmrmttce 
shall be submrtted to, and srgned at, that meeting or at the next followmg meeting of the body 
concerned: 

provrded that, 111 the case of the mmutes of a meeting of the counc11, If the next l 
followmg meetmg of the councrl has been summoned to consider one of the matters 
mentioned m items (I) to (v) of subparagmph (g) of paragraph (1) of standing order 7 
(business to be transacted at specmlly summoned meetmgs of the council), the mmutes 
shall be signed instead at the next suitable meetmg of the council, which shall be the 
ordmary meeting whmh next follows the meetmg at whmh such busmess IS to be 
h-ansacted. 

. . (2) The person presidmg shall put the question that the mmutes submitted to the mectmg be 
approved as a correct record of that meeting, or of a specified former mcetmg, as the case 
maYt= 

(3) No discussron shall take place upon the minutes, except upon therr accuracy. Any 
question of their accuracy shall b-e ramed by motion If no such question IS mused or, if rt IS 
ratsed, then as soon as It is disposed of, the parson prcsrdmg shall sign the minutes. 

l STANDING ORDER 20 MOTIONS AND AMENDMENTS 

20 (1) The followmg mouons may be moved without notme at any meeting at whmh they 
would be in order 

(a) to elect a Chamnan of the Council, to appomt a Vice-Chairman of the Council, or 
to appomt a person to preside at the meeting at which the matron is made; 

a (b) motions relating to the accuracy of the minutes, 
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(c) matrons under standing order 7(3) (change m order of busmess), 
(d) motions extending the time hmrt for speeches; 
(e) ‘that the wuncll (or wnumttee or subcommittee) proceed to the next busmess’; l .(f) ‘that the question be now put’; 
(g) ‘that the debate be now adjourned’; 
Q ‘that the wuncd (or committee or subcommittee) do now adjourn’, 
(i) mottons under standing order 2(5)(b) (suspensron of standmg orders wnhout 

notice), 
(j) matrons m accordance with section lOOA(2) or (4) of the 1972 Act to exclude the 

public from a meeting where there is likely otherwrse to be drsclosure of exempt or 
wnfidentml mformation; 

(k) matrons givmg consent of the council, wmrnittcc or subcommittee where It IS 
reqmred under these standmg orders; 

(1) motions to refer a peution which has been presented to the counc11 to a comrmttee 
for wnsrderatton, 

(m) motions to refer any matter mused by a delegation under standing order 1 l(4) to a 
committee for consrderatron; 

(n) where a matter has been remrtted to a committee or subcomnuttee, a matron to 
appomt a special commtttee or subconnmttee to consider the matter, 0.

(0) matrons under standmg order 23 (preventron of disorderly conduct) ‘that a named 
member be not further heard, or do leave the meeting;’ 

(2) On wnsrderatron of a report or a recommendation from a committee, subcomnnttee or 
officer, the adoption of the report or recommendatron and any resolutions consequentml upon 
that adoption may be moved wrthout notice. 

(3) An amendment to a matron may be moved without notice, but shall be relevant to the 
motion No amendment shall be moved to an amendment 

(4) An amendment shall be either to refer the matter to a commrttee, a subcommittee or an 
officer for considerahon (or rewnsrderation), to leave out words, or to insert or to add other 
words, but such onussion, insertion or addrnon of words shall not have the effect of sunply 
negatmg the motion before the meeting 

(5) With the consent of the meeting, sigmfied w&out discussion, a member may a-
(a) alter a mohon of which he/she has given notice or 
(b) with the further consent of the seconder, alter a matron which has been moved and 

seconded, 

if (in either case) the alteration is one whrch could be made as an amendment thereto. 

(6) With the consent of the seconder (If he/she is still present) and of the meetmg, srgmfied 
without drscuss~on, the mover of a motion or an amendment may withdraw rt No member 
shall speak to such a matron or amendment after the mover has asked consent for its 
withdrawal, unless such consent has been refused 

(7) At a meeting of the council, no matron or amendment shall be moved to rescind any 
resolution of the wunc~l whmh was passed within the precedmg srx months or whmh IS to the 
same effect as one whmh has been rejected wrthm that period: 

provided that such a motton may be moved If 
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l (a) rt 1s recommended by a comrmttee or subcommittee, or 
(b) notme of such matron has been grven by as many members as would wnstrtute a 

a quorum of the council. 

(8) Where the consent of the council, comrmttec or subcommittee is reqmmd for anythmg, 
that consent may be given erthcr. 

(a) by the person presrdmg askmg the meeting whether there are objectrons to the 
consent bemg given, and If no objection IS ramed, gtving that consent; or 

(b) if objectron IS raised, or if the person presrdmg so chooses by a motion moved, 
seconded and put to the meetmg. 

STANDING ORDER 21. RULES OF DEBATE (GENERAL) 

21 (1) The rules of debate in this standmg order shall apply to all meetmgs of the counc11, of 
any committee and of any subcommittee 

.@ Motions and amendments 

(2) A monon or amendment shall not be discussed unless It has been proposed and 
seconded. 

provided that, m a committee or subcommittee whmh consmts of five or fewer members, 
an amendment shall not require to be seconded. 

0 (3) When sexmdmg a matron or amendment, a member may reserve his speech u&l a later 
penod of the debate by declarmg hrs/her mtentron to do so. 

(4) When any motion of whmh notme has not been given, or any amendment has been 
moved and seconded, the person presiding may require that it shall be put mto writmg and 
handed to himker before it is further dmcussed. 

(5) Only one amendment may be moved and drscussed at a rime. No further amendment 
shah be moved until the amendment under discussron has been disposed of 

.@ 

provided that the person presiding may permrt two or more amendments to be dmcussed 
(but not voted upon) together If he/she thmks that thts wrll facilitate the proper conduct 
of business. 

(6) If an amendment IS not carried, other amendments may be moved to the ongmal motion. 
If an amendment IS camed, the motion as amended shall take the place of the ongmal motion 
and shall become the motion upon whtch any further amendment may be moved 

l 

Speeches 

(7) If two or more members offer to speak, the person presiding shall call on one to speak 

(8) When speakmg, a member shall address the person presrding. 
0 



(9) A member shall direct his/her speech to the questron under discussion, or to a personal 
explanation or a pomt of order under the provisions of the next paragraph. 

:(10) A member may ckum to speak on a pomt of order or m personal explanation, and shall 
be entitled to be heard forthwith. A pomt of order shall relate only to an alleged breach of a 
specrfied statutory provision or a specified standing order, and the way m which the member 
raismg it considers that tt has been broken. A personal explanation shall be contined to some 
material part of a former speech by him/her in the current debate which may appear to have 
been misunderstood. 

l 
(11) The ruImg of the person presldmg on a pomt of order or on the admissibility of a 
personal explanation shall not be open to dIscussion except on a monon of which due notme 
has been given 

Ancillary motions 

(12) When a monon is under debate, no other mobon shall be moved except the followmg 

0.(a) to amend the motion; 
(b) a closure motion under the next paragraph, 
(c) a motion under standmg order 23 (prevention of disorder); 
(d) a motion under section lOOA(2) or (4) of the 1972 Act (exclusion of the 

pubhc). 

(13) The following closure motions shall be penmtted during discussion of another motion 
(‘the origmal motion’). They shall be moved, seconded and put without discussion. If 
the motion is moved and seconded, then the person presrding shall proceed as follows: l 

(a) ‘that the meetmg proceed to the next busmess” 
the person presidmg shall pernut the mover of the ongmal motion to reply, and 
shall then put to the vote the motion to proceed to the next business, rfthat motion 
is camed, the ongmal monon shall lapse, 

(b) ‘that the question be now put’ 
If the person presiding is of the opimon that the matter before the meetmg has 
been insufficiently discussed, he/she may refuse to accept the motion; if he/she 
accents the monon, he/she shall put to the vote forthwith the motion that the 
question be now put; if this 1s carried, he/she shall pernut the mover of the origmal 
motion (at meetings of the council) any right of reply to which he/she is entitled 
under standmg order 22(5) and (at meetmgs of committees or subcomrmttees) a 
nght to reply for not more that three minutes, and shall then put that mobon to the 
vote, 

(c) ‘that the debate be now adJourned’; and 
(d) ‘that the meetmg do now adjourn’ 

if the person presiding is of the opimon that the matter before the meetmg has 
been sufftciently drscussed, he/she may refuse to accept either of these mouons, 
and instead put the motion that the question be now put, if he/she is of the opimon 
that the matter has not been suffictently discussed and cannot reasonably be 
suEciently discussed on that occasion, he/she shall put the adlo-ent motion to 
the vote without givmg the mover of the ongmal motion a right of reply on that 
occasion, the origmal monon or remaining busmess shall then stand over as l 
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uncompleted business unnl the next meenng of the council, committee or 
l subwmm~ttee,as the case may be 

l 
STANDING ORDER 22. RULES OF DEBATE (COUNCIL MEETINGS) 

22 (1) A member shall stand when speakmg unless disabled from doing so. 

(2) Whtle a member is speaking, the other members shall remam seated, unless nsmg to a 
0 point of order or m personal explanation 

(3) Wherever the person presiding rises during a debate, a member then standing shall 
resume h&her seat, and the council shall be s&nt. 

(4) Except wrth the consent of the council, signified without comment, the mover of a 
monon shall not speak for more than 5 mmutes and no other speaker shall speak for more 
than 5 minutes For the purposes of this paragraph a person who moves an amendment is not 
moving a monon, and the length of time allotted to the mover of a matron does not include 
any item penmtted under a right of reply .O 

(5) A member who has spoken on any mobon shall not speak agam whtle it is the subject 
of debate, except; 

(a) to speak once on an amendment moved by another member; 
(b) If the motion has been amended smce he/she last spoke, to move a further 

amendment; 
(c) if his/her Srst speech was on an amendment moved by another member, to speak 

l on the main msue, whether or not the amendment to which he/she spoke was 
CZlled, 

(d) in exercrse of a right of reply under paragraph (6) or under standing order 21(13); 
(e) on a pomt of order or by way of personal explanation under standing order 21(9) 

(6) The mover of a motion has a right of reply at the close of the debate on the motion, 
mediately before it is put to the vote If an amendment is moved, the mover of the original 
mobon shall have a nght of reply at the close of the debate on the amendment but shah not 
otherwise speak on the amendment. The mover of an amendment shall have no nght to reply 

.* to the debate on that amendment. 

STANDING ORDER 23 PREVENTION OF DISORDERLY CONDUCT 

23 (1) If the person presiding is of the opmion that a member has mrsconducted, or is 
nusconductmg, lumselfierself by persistently disregarding the rulmg of the chair, or by 
behavmg irregularly, improperly or offensively or by wilfully obstructmg the busmess of the 
councrl, he/she may no@ the meetmg of that opinion, and may take any of the followmg a 
courses, erther separately or in sequence: 

(a) he/she may move that the member named be not further heard, this motion shah not 
require to be seconded, but shall be put and decided without comment, if it is 
carried, the member named shall not speak further at that meeting, 

0 
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(b) he/she may move that the member named shall leave the meetmg; tlus motion shall 
not require to be seconded, but shall be put and decoded wtthout comment; if rt is 
carned, the member named shall forthwnh leave the meetmg; 

(c) he/she may adlourn the meeting for fifteen minutes or such period as shall seem : 

expedrent to h&her. 

(2) If a member of the public mterrupts proceedings at any meetmg, the person presidmg 
shall warn h&her. If he/she contmues the mterruption, the person presidmg shall order 
hunker to leave the room where the meetmg IS being held If he/she does not leave, the 
person presiding shall order hnn/her to be removed If a member of the public persistently l 
creates a disturbance, the person presiding may adjourn the meenng for 15 minutes or such 
period as shall seem expedient to him/her 

(3) In the event of general disturbance m any part of the room where any meetmg is being 
held which is open to the public, the person pmsidmg shall order that part to be cleared and 
may adjourn the meeting for 15 minutes or such period as shall seem expedient to mm/her. 

(4) The powers conferred by this standmg order are m addinon to any other powers which 
the person presidmg may lawfully exercise. l . 
STANDING ORDER 24: VOTING 

24 (1) Except where a requisition is made under the next paragraph, the method of votmg at 
meetmgs of the council, committees and subcommittees shall be by show of hands 

0 
(2) If a requisihon is made by the specified number of members, before a vote is taken on 
any question, the votmg on that quesnon shall be recorded so as to show whether each 
member present gave his/her vote for or against that question or abstamed from voting. 

(3) The specrfied number of members IS 

one-fifth of the members entitled to vote at the meetmg; or 
where the council is divided into political groups, m the case of a meetmg of the l -
councrl, the number of members of the second largest political group, or, in the 
case of a meeting of a committee or subcommittee, the number of seats on that 
body allocated to the second largest pohncal group among the members of the 
wunc11, 

whichever is the less 

(4) Except where a recorded vote has been taken, any member who IS present when the vote 
was taken may require that Mer vote or abstention shall be recorded m the mmutes by 
notifymg forthwith the proper officer of his/her wish 

(5) Where a vote 1s requtred on a motion to appomt or elect a member of the council to a 
position to be tilled by the authority, and there are two or more members nommated for that 
position, the names of all those nominated shah be put to the meetmg in alphabetical order of 
surname Those entitled to vote shall each vote for only one person If there is not a majority 
of those voting m favour of one person, the name of the person havmg the least number of 0 
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votes shall be struck off the hst and a fresh vote shall be taken, and so on untrl a majonty of 
0 votes is given m favour of one person. 

l 
PART V: APPOINTMENT AND DISCIPLINE OF STAFF 

STANDING ORDER 25. APPOINTMENT OF STAFF (GENERAL) 

25 (I) This standmg order does not apply to appomtments under section 9 of the 1989 Act 
(assrstants to polmcal groups) and subparagraphs (b), (c) and (d) of paragraph (3) do not 
apply to employees appomted solely to provrde secretanal, clerical or slrmlar support services 
to members as a whole or to a specrtied member or a specified group of members. 

.O (2) Subject to paragraph (1), no appointment to any paid office or employment under the 
authority shall be made m any way other than in accordance wrth such procedures as comply 
with the requirements of the next paragraph and may from tune to nme be approved by the 
councrl upon wnsideratton of a report from the head of the authonty’s paid s-ervme under 
section 4(3)(d) of the 1989 Act. 

(3) Subject to paragraph (4), those procedures shall include provision whereby 

(4 arrangements shall be made under section 101 of the 1972 Act that every step 
l towards any appointment of employees of the authority shall be taken by a 

comttee, a subwmnuttee or an officer, 
@I no power to recommend any step towards the selection of candidates for intervrew, 

or for appomtment, is to be exercised by any indrvidti other than such officer, or 
by any body other than such comnnttee, subcommittee or panel constituted in 
accordance wrth standmg order 2X(3), as may be idennfied by, or under the 
procedures, 
subject to such exceptrons as may be prescribed m the procedures, all cases where . l (c)the authority proposes to consider appomtmg an employee shall be pubhcly 

(4
advertised; 
where a post IS so advertised, a descriptron of the duties of the post (‘the Job 
descnpnon’) and of the quahties to be sought m the person to be appomted to it 
Cthe personnel specification’) shall be drawn up and shall be mcluded m the 

(4
advertrsementor given to all those who apply for the post; 
drsclosure IS required of such relationships as may be specified m the procedures 
between candidates for appomtment and members of the authority, other persons 
appointed as members of any comnuttee or subcomrmttee, persons appointed to 

0 drscharge any funcnons m relation to a committee or subcommittee, or such semor 
off&e of the authonty as may be so rdennfied 

(4) Where a report of the head of the authonty’s paid servrce concerns the procedures for the 
appointment of employees of the authority who are to work exclusrvely under the duectron of 
a cormmttee or subcommittee appointed jomtly with another local authority, the head of the 

0 paid servrce shall ensure that, before the report 1s wnsrdered by the councrl, that committee or 
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subcommittee has an opportumty to consider the draft of such parts of the report as concern 
such appomtments, and that the report incorporates its views thereon. 

(5) Canvassing of any member of the council, person appointed to discharge any function m 
relation to a wmmntee or subcommittee or officer of the authonty shall &squahfy the 
candidate concerned in such canvassmg for that appomtment The purport of this paragraph 
shall be included m any form of application issued m relation to any proposed appointment. 

(6) A member of the wuncll shall not sohclt for any person any appomtment under the 
council but this shall not preclude a member from givmg a wntten testimomal of a candidate’s 0 
ability, experience or character for submtssion to the authority 

STANDING ORDER 26: CHIEF OFFICER AND HEAD OF SERVICE APPOINTMENTS 

26 (1) Where the authority proposes to appomt a chief officer or head of service, and it is not 
proposed that the appointment be made exclusively from among their existmg officers, it 
Shdl-

l .
(a) draw up a statement specifying- 

(i) the duties of the officer concerned, and 
(ii) any qualifications or quahties to be sought m the person to be appomted; 

(b) make arrangements for the post to be advertised in such a way as is likely to bring 
It to the attention of persons who are quahfied to apply for it, and 

(c) make arrangements for a copy of the statement mentioned m paragraph (a) to be 
sent to any person on request 0 

(2)(l) Where a post has been advertised as provided m paragraph (l)(b), the authonty shall- 

(a) Interview all qualified applicants for the post, or 
(b) select a short list of such quahfied applicants and mtervnew those included on the 

short list 

(ii) Where no qualified person has applied, the authority shall make further arrangements l -
for advertisement in accordance with paragraph (l)(b). 

(3) Every appointment for a chief officer or head of service shall be made by the authority 

STANDING ORDER 27 DISCIPLINARY ACTION 

27 (1) No disciplmary action (wnhm the meanmg of Part II of the Local Authorities 
(Standmg orders) Regulations 1992) m respect of the head of the authority’s paid service, 
except action described in paragraph (2), may be taken by an authority, or by a committee, 
subcommittee, relevant Iomt comnuttee or any other person acting on then behalf, other than 
in accordance with a recommendation in a report made by a designated independent person 
under regulation 3 of those Regulanons. 

(2) The actron mentioned m paragraph (1) 1s suspension of the officer for the purpose of 
investigating the alleged misconduct occasionmg the action; and any such suspension shall be 0 
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on full pay and terminate no later than the expiry of two months begmnmg on the day on 
which the suspension takes effect 

STANDING ORDER 28 APPOINTMENTS MADE BY MEMBERS 

2S (1) This standmg order applies where the procedures under standing orders 25,26 and 27 
provide, m accordance wrth a requirement of those standmg orders. 

(a) for any step towards the makmg of an appomtment to be taken by a committee or a 
subwmmdtee, or 

(b) for any power to make recommendations to any mdivldual or body wnh power to 
take such a step to be exercisable by a comnnttee, a subcommittee or a panel 
contarmng members and officers of the author@. 

(2) There shall be constituted for each appomnnent within paragraph (l)(a) a wmmittee or 
a subcormmttee and for each appomtment within paragraph (l)(b) a committee, a 
subwmnuttee or a panel which meets the requirements of paragraph (3) The same committee 
or subcomnuttee may be appomted for both purposes, and the same committee, subcommittee 
or panel may be appointed to deal with more than one appointment 

(3) A panel meets the requirements of this paragraph if 

(a) it consrsts solely of members of the council, officers of the authority and not more 
than one other person nommated by an appropnate professional body 

(b) the seats on the panel to be occupied by members of the council are allocated to the 
pohtical groups (if any) into which the council is divided in accordance with 
sections 13 to 15 ofthe 1989 Act; and 

(c) it conducts its busmess m the way that a comrmttee of the authority is required to 
conduct its business. 

(4) Unless the procedures adopted by the council under standmg orders 25, 26 and 27 
require such a step to be taken by an officer, the wmmntee or subcommittee constituted 
under paragraph (2) shall be responsible for determming the job descnpnon and the personnel 
specification (as defmed in that standmg order) and the content of any advertisement for the 
appointment, for selectmg the candidates for interview, and for makmg the appointment. That 
commntee or subcommittee or a panel wnsntuted in accordance with that paragraph shall be 
responsible for mterviewing the canduiates. 

(5) In respect of each proposed appointment to which this standmg order applies, the 
monitoring officer shall sign a report stating whether to the best of his/her knowledge and 
belief the proposed appointment can be made: 

(a) w&out wntravemng any provision made by or under Part I of the 1989 Act; and 
(b) wthout any matter bemg taken into account which could not properly be taken into 

account, 

and, if m his/her opimon it cannot be so made, his/her reasons for so thinking. 

(6) Unnl either: 



(a) the monitoring officer has signed a report stating that the proposed appomtment 
can be made m accordance ulth subparagraphs (a) and (b) of the prevrous 
paragraph, or 

(b) the council has considered the report under the previous paragraph and have 
neverthelessdecided to make the appointment, 

(as the case may be), no offer of appomtment shall be made whrch is not conditional upon the 
happening of one or other of those events. 

(7) For the purposes of this standmg order, an appropriate professional body is the Local 0 
Authority Condmons of Service Advisory Board or an association of professtonal people 
wmch represents a profession relevant to the post m question 

STANDING ORDER 29: ASSISTANTS FOR POLITICAL GROUPS 

29 (1) This standing order shall apply when the authority resolves to exercise its powers 
under section 9 of the 1989 Act to make appomtments to posts the dunes of which are to l . 
provide assistance to members of a pohhcal group m the discharge of any of then funcnons 
as members of the authority. 

(2) No such appointment shall be made until the authonty has allocated such a post to each 
political group which qualifies for such a post under that section 

(3) No such appointment shall be made in respect of any politmal group which does not 
qualify for such a post under tbat sectton. l 

(4) Not more than one such post shall be allocated to any pohncal group 

(5) Unless the political group to which the post is allocated mdicates that it is content that 
the terms and conditions of any such post shall be less favourable than they would otherwrse 
be, the terms and conditions of appomtment to all such posts (mcluding the terms required to 
b-e included by subsections (3) and (4) of that section, and the hours to be worked and the 
scale of remuneration to be paid) shall be the same for all such posts a-
-;6) Whenever any such post has been established and IS vacant, the proper officer shall, m 
accordance with the washes of the political group to which rt is allocated 

(a) cause one or more adverttsements giving detarls of the post to be placed in such 
newspapersor periodicals as shall be designated by that group 
provided that not more than three such advertisements shall be placed without the 
consent of the authority, 

(b) make arrangements for meetmgs of such members of that group as that group may 
decide for the purpose of choosmg a shorthst from, and interviewing, the 
candidates; and 

(c) appomt such person as that group shall mdicate on the terms and conditions 
approved by the authority. 

STANDING ORDER 30. DISMISSAL AND DISCIPLINARY ACTION m 
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30 (1) ln thrs standii order, ‘dtsciplinaty action’ means any action related to misconduct by, 
l or the lack of capability of, an employee of the authority where it is intended that such action 

should be recorded, or would accordmg to the usual practme of the authority be recorded, on l the personal file of the employee, and includes dnmissal for any reason other than 
redundancy It does not include failure to renew a con&act by which an employee was a 
member of the paid stafT of the authority for a fixed term 

(2) In thm standing order, the ‘appeals panel’ means the group of members of the authority 
appomted to consider appeals by employees agamst drscrplmary action taken against them. 

l 
(3) No disciplinary achon shall be taken except in a manner whrch is fair to the employee 
concerned, and which is in accordance wrth procedures approved by the council from time to 
time upon consideranon of a report by the head of the authority’s Pard service under section 
4(3)(d) of the 1989 Act Those Procedures shall include provision in accordance with 
paragraphs (4) to (15). 

(4) Except in relation to employees to which paragraph (9) applies, no disciplinary action 
shah be initiated or taken by any person or body of Persons other than the head of the 
authority’s paid service or the chief officer of the department m which the employee works or 

.e such other officer as the head of the authority’s pard service or that chief off&r may authorise 
for that purpose. 

(5) Where an appeal against disciplinary action taken under paragraph (4) is made to the 
appeals panel, a report shall be submitted to that panel setting out the facts which led to the 
discrpplmaryactron against which the appeal is made, the disciplinary action taken, the reasons 
for that action, and the recommendatrons on the appeal of the Person preparmg the report The 
report shall be prepared, m accordance wrth the procedures approved by the council, by the 

l head of the authority’s patd servrce, the chief officer of the department in which the employee 
works or such other chief officer as the head of the authority’s paid service shall designate. 

(6) A copy of the report under the last paragraph shall be given to the employee concerned. 

(7) The members of the appeals panel shall be supphed, at the authority’s expense, with a 
copy of any representations in wntmg submitted by the Person makmg the appeal The 

l e 
appeals panel shall be advised by the head of the authonty’s paid service (if he did not prepare 
the report under paragraph (5) above) or by a chief officer other than one who prepared the _ 
report under paragraph (5) above. 

(9) The appeals Panel shah not make any decrsion on the appeal which would result m the 
employee concerned suffering a disciplmary penalty more severe than that recommended in 
the report under paragraph (5) above. 

(9) Where the comcll, a committee or a subcomrmttee @he disciplinary committee’, a term 
whtch includes the councrl itself when actmg m accordance with tis standing order) resolves 
that dtsciphnary action shall be initiated against an employee to which this paragraph a&es, 
no dlsciplmary actron (other than suspension for a period of not more than two months on full 
pay pending investigation of the complaint) shall be taken except after consideration by the 
dlsciplmary committee of a report from an independent person, 

(10) For the purposes of the preceding paragraph an Independent Person IS any person agreed 
for the purposes of that paragraph by the author@ and the employee concerned, or (failing 



such agreement) a person nominated by the Presrdent for the time bemg of the Instrtute of 
Arbitrators. 

(11) Where an mdependent person has been appomted in relahon to disciphnary actron 
proposed or contemplated against an employee to whom paragraph (9) apphes, the 
independent person shah prepare a report Thrs report may be prepared, at hraher dmcretron, 
either before the disciphmuy committee hears any evrdence (other than that given to rt before 
the appomtment of the independent person) or after the drscrplmary committee has heard (m 
the presence of the mdependent person) the evidence relatmg to the proposed or contemplated 
drscrplmary action but before rt reaches any conclusion In additron, in his/her discretion, the 
independent person shall have power at any stage at which he/she consrdem appropriate: 

to direct that no further steps shah be taken in respect of the drsciplmary actron 
proposed or contemplated; 
to diit that any suspensron shall end, and the employee shah be reinstated, 
to direct that the drscrplinary committee shall take no step in respect of the 
proposed or contemplated drscrplinary action except when he/she 1s present, 
to inspect any relevant documents in the possession, or under the control, of the 
authority, and to consrder any other documents which any person 1s prepared to 
show to him/her, 
to ask queshons of any employee of the author@ and of any other person who is 
prepared to give evrdence, and to reqmre that wrtnesses shall be called, whether at 
a meeting of the drscrphnary comnnttee or otherwrse. 

(12) The report of the mdependent person shah state his/her views on 

(a) whether the evidence before himher (in the hght of explanahons, if any, offered by 
the employee) appears capable of sustaimng the complaints made against the 
employee, or any of them (and, rf so, whrch and how far); 

(b) what, on the assumptron that the author@ accepts the evrdence which the 
mdependent person considers appears to be capable of snstainmg the complaints, 
would be the most severe drsciphnary action that might reasonably be taken, 

A copy of the report shall be given to the employee. 

(13) The authonty shall not take any disciplinary action more severe than that which m the 
mdependent person’s vrew 1s the most severe that m&t reasonably b-e taken. 

(14) The independent person may make one or more mtenm reports recommendmg continued 
suspension of the employee on such terms as he/she thinks fit, and rf he/she does so, the 
authorrty may then take that action. 

(15) Paragraph (9) applies m relatron to the head of the authonty’s pard service, or any other 
employee whose conditions of employment mclude a provisron that drsciplmary actron 
against him/her IS a matter for the council, a committee or a subconnmttee 

STANDING ORDER 31. NO DIRECTIONS TO BE GIVEN TO PERSONS MAKING 
APPOINTMENTS OR TAKING DISCIPLINARY ACTION 

l 

l 

l -

31 (1) Neither the cotmc~l, nor any comnnttee or subcommittee, nor any other person shah 
directly or mdirectly: 

28 
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l 

0 
(a) give dtrectrons to any person taking any step in relatron to an appointment to a post 

in the paid servrce of the author-q as to the idennty of the person to be appointed, 
(b) give direchons about the taking of any dtscrphnary action in relation to a person in 

a 

.I) 

d 

.* 

the paid servtce of the authority; or 

(c) otherwrse mterfere with the makmg of such an appomtment, or the taking of 
disciplmary actron, 

provided that 

(I) any body or any person who is empowered to take any step in relatron to an 
appomtment, or to take disc~phnary a&on may gtve such directrons as may be 
necessaryto give effect to a decision which rt has, or he/she has, taken m exercise 
of that power, and 

(ii) the council, or any committee or subcommittee of the council, may call for a 
renew of the conduct or capability of any employee. 

(2) No member shall have authority to give an instructton or drrection to an employee m any 
circumstance other then when passmg on an mstructron of the council. 

PART VI DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 

STANDING ORDER 32 INTERESTS OF MEMBERS IN CONTRACTS AND OTHER 
MATTERS 

32 (1) Where any member has given a general notice of a pecumary mterest of his/hers or of 
hitier spouse, and is thereby relieved of the statutory duty to declare that mterest at a 
meeting at whtch a contract or other matter affecting that interest IS to be considered, he/she 
shall nevertheless orally remmd the meetmg of that mterest Any such remmder shall be 
recorded in the minutes of the meeting 

(2) Where any member has declared a pecuniary interest in a contract, grant proposed 
contract or other matter, whether by giving a general notice or by making an oral declaratton 
at a meetmg, he/she shall wrthdraw from the room m which the meetmg IS being held while 
the matter is under consrdemtron unless 

(a) the disabtlity to discuss, or vote upon any matter arismg from, the contract or other 
matter has been removed by the Secretary of State under section 97 of the 1972 
Act, or 

(b) the contract, grant, proposed contract or other matter is under consideration by the 
meeting as part of the report or minutes of a committee or subcornm~ttee (m the 
case of a meehng of the council) or of a subcommittee (in the case of a meetmg of 
a comnuttee), and 1s in either case not itself the subject of debate. 

(3) Any person, other than an officer of the authority, who IS appointed to do anythmg in 
connection wtth a committee or subcommittee whrch enables hWher to speak at meetings of 
that committee or subcormmttee shall make the same disclosures of pecumary mterests, and 

2p2.42 
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shall wtthdraw from the room m whtch the meeting 1s bemg held on the same occasrons, as 
he/she would have to do if he/she were a member of that commtttee or subcomnuttee. l 

STANDING ORDER 33: Ih’TERESTS OF OFFICERS Ih’ CONTRACTS AND OTHER 
MATTERS 
LoclllGolvmnr Act1972, 8 117(i) 

33 (1) In additron to his/her duty under section 117 of the 1972 Act If it comes to the 
knowledge of any officer of the authority that he/she has a disclosable pecumary interest m 
any Contract whmh has been, or 1s proposed to be, entered into by the author@, or m some 0 
other matter whmh is to be considered by the council or any comrmttee or subcommrttee, and 
which (in e&her case) 1s not: 

(a) the contract of employment (If any) under which he/she serves the authority; or 
(b) the tenancy of a dwellmg provtded by the authority, 

he/she shall as soon as practicable give notice in writing to the proper officer of the fact that 
he/she is mterested therein. 

0. 
(2) For the purposes of this standing order, a &sclosablc pecumary mterest 1s an mterest that, 
d the officer were a member of the council, and tf the contract or other matter were to be 
consrdered at a meetmg of the council at whtch he/she were present, h&he would have to 
drsclose under section 94 of the 1972 Act. 

(3) The proper officer shall record m a book to be kept for the purpose particulars of any 
notice of a pecuniary mterest given by an officer of the author@ under sectton 117 of the 
1972 Act or paragraph (1). The book shall, dunng the ordmary office hours of the authoruy, e
be open for mspectton by any member of the council 

(4) Where an officer subrmts a report to a meetmg on a matter m whmh he/she has declared 
an interest under sectton 117 of the 1972 Act or paragraph (l), h&he shall state that such 
de&ration has been made, and give brief details of it, in a separate paragraph at the 
commencement of the report. 

(5) Where any officer advrses orally a meetmg of the counctl, a committee or a subcomnnttee 
on a contract, grant, proposed contract or other matter and has declared a pecuniary interest m 
that matter, whether under the reqmrements of section 117 of the 1972 Act, or of paragraph 
(l), he/she shall remmd the meetmg orally of that interest 

PART VII MISCELLANEOUS 

STANDING ORDER 34 SEAL OF THE COUNCIL 

34 (I) The common seal of the council shall be kept in a safe place in the custody of the 
proper officer. 

(2) The common seal of the councrl shall be affixed to a document only on the authority of 

(a) 0 +-olutron of the council; l 
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b (b) a resolution of a comnuttee or subcommittee which the counctl has empowered to 
authorise the use of the seal; 

(c) a decision by the councrl, or by a duly authonsed commtttee, subconumttee or 
a officer, to do anythmg where a document under the common seal is necessary to 

complete the action 

(3) The affiig of the common seal shall be attested by the proper officer or by a deputy 
authorised by the council. An entry of every sealmg of a document shah be made, and 
numbered consecutrvely, in a book kept for the purpose, and shall be signed by the person 

b who shall have attested the seal. 

STANDING ORDER 35 ATTESTATION OF DOCUMENTS 

Lad Gowm~ Ad 1972,8234 

35 In addition to any other person who may be authorised by resolution of the councd for the 
purpose, the proper officer for the purpose of sectron 234 of the 1972 Act (authentic&on of 
documents) shah be the head of the authorrty’s paid service, the Corporate Director (Law & 

.a Adrrrrmstration) or any chief officer of the council concerned with the matter to whmh the 
document relates or any of&r authonsed in writing by such chief officer. 

STANDING ORDER 36 PAPERS AND ADVICE 

36 (1) A copy of every paper whtch is ctrculated to members for consrderauon at a meeting of 
a commtttee or subcommtttee shah be sent to the chief officers of the council who are 

b concerned m the work of that committee or subcommittee. 

(2) Any question as to which chief officers are concerned wrth the work of any commtttee or 
subcommittee shah be determmed by the head of the cotmc#s paid servxe 

(3) Before it concludes tts consideratron of any questton, every committee and subcommittee 
shall, at his/her request, afford a chtef officer who ts entttled to receive papers under tms 
standing order (or another officer nommated by himiher) an opportumty to advise on that 
question, either in wntmg or orally 

.@ 
(4) Where the council considers a matter whtch has not prevrously been the subject of 
consideration by a wmnuttee or subcommittee and of a report by that body to the council, the 
person presidmg at the meeting at which the matter 1s consrdered shah ensure that the 
questionis not put to the vote before any chief officer (includmg the head of the authority’s 
paid service) whose responstbilitres relate to the matter under wnsideratlon and who asks for 
such an opportumty has had an opportunity to advise the council on the matter 

STANDING ORDER 37. ACCESS TO DOCUMENTS, TNFOWTION AND LAND 

Local Gmmnl ACI 1972. I IWF(1). (2) 

37 (1) In addition to the rights of members of the council under section 1OOF of the 1972 Act, 
but subject to paragraph (2) below, the following persons shall be entitled on apphcation to 
the proper offtcer to mspect any documents or have access to other mformatton of the 
followmg descnptlons 

0 
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(a) any member of the council or other member (whether voting or not) of any 
wmttee or subcommrttee: 

: 

(i) any document m the possession, or under the control of the authority whmh 
relates to any matter m relation to whtch a committee or subcommittee of 
whtch he/she IS a member may dtscharge a ftmctton of the author@ or advtse 
the body whmh appointed it; 

(Ii) any other recorded mformatton, not m the form of a document, m the 
possesston,or under the control, of the authonty whtch is necessary for the 0 
proper discharge of his/her ftmctions as a member of such a comrmttee or 
subcommrttee; 

(b) any member of the council: 

any other document or other recorded mformation m the possessron, or under the 
control, of the author@ access to whtch is necessary for the proper discharge of 
husker fimctrons as a member of the council, 

0.provtded that 

(i) no person shah be en’otled to inspect any document or have access to any 
mformatton relating to a matter in which he/she has a pecumary mterest, 

(ii) any person may be refused the nght to inspect a document wrthm paragraph 
(a)(i) which tt IS not necessary for him/her to inspect for the purposes of the 
proper discharge of htsfher functions as a member of the comrmttee or 
subcommittee m questton, tf there is good reason why such mspectton should 
be refused, 0 

(ui) access to informatton not in the form of a document need not be grven where 
the cost of provrdmg the access is unreasonably hrgh, or durmg such period as 
the givmg of access would unreasonably disrupt the work of the authority. 

(2) in the case of any document other than a document to whmh the nghts under se&on 1OOF 
of the 1972 act apply, and m any case of informatron which is not in the form of a document, 
if the proper officer considers that access to any document or other mformation is not 
necessary for the proper discharge of the functrons (as a member of the council or as a l ,
member of a wmmtttee or subcommtttee, as the case may be) of the person mquestmg such 
access, and there 1s good reason why access should be refused, he/she may refuse the person 
concerned access to the document or mformatton in question. 

(3) Where a person mspects a document under the rights conferred by section 1OOF of the 
1972 Act or thrs standmg order, and the authority may lawfully make a copy of that 
document, he/she shah be entitled, on request, to be given a copy of that document: 

provided that 

(a) a reasonable charge shall be made for the copy unless the proper officer otherwtse 
dECtS; 

(b) a copy may be refused if the proper offmer considers that rt IS impracticable to 
make a copy. 

32 
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(4) If a member of the council or other member (whether votmg or non-votmg) of al 
committee or subcommtttee wishes to have access to land or bmldmgs in the occupauon of 
the council to whmh the public do not have access and to which members of the council do 

0 not regularly have access, he/she shall apply to the proper officer Unless the proper officer 
considers that there is good reaSOn why such access should not be given, he/she shah give 
permissron, but may attach condmons to that permission, mcludmg m particular a condition 
that the member shall be accompamed by aspecified offker of the authority 

(5) If any member of the counctl or any other member of a committee or subwrmmttee 1s 
4 drssatrsfied wrth any determmation of a proper officer under sectron 1 OOF of the 1972 Act or 

under thts standing order, he/she may refer the question to the Fmance & General Purposes 
Committee, which shall, after considermg any representations that that person or the proper 
off&r may wash to make, determme whether or not to uphold the proper officer’s 
detennmatlon. 

(6) No member of the councd and no other member (whether voting or non-votmg) of a 
commtttee or subcommittee shall have any claim by vntue of htus/her position: 

(a) to enter any lend or buildmgs occupied by the author@ to which the pubhc do not 
have access or to which members of the council do not regularly have access 
except with the permrssion of the chief officer responsible for the service of the 
wtmcrl for which the land or bmldmgs are occupied, 

(b) to exercise any power of the authonty to enter or inspect other land or bmldings, 
except where specuk.aLly authorised to do so by the authority; 

(c) to exercise any other power of the authority, 
(d) to issue any order wrth respect to any works which are being carried out by, or on 

behalf of, the authority, or wrth respect to any goods or services whmh are bemg, 
or mrght be, purchased by the authority. 

(7) The proper officer for the purposes of section lOOF(2) of the 1972 Act and for the 
purposes of this standing order is the chief officer responsrble for the se~ce of the authority 
to whmh the document or mformatron in question relates, or for the purpose of whtch the 
authonty occuptes the land or budding m question. 

.* 
(8) For the purposes of thrs standing order a person has a pecumary interest in a matter rf, on 
the assumpttons that he/she were a member of the council, and that the matter were to be 
considered by the council, he/she would have to declare the interest under section 94 of the 
1972 Act. 

(9) Where any mformation 1s given to any person (including a member of the council or any 
other member of a committee or subcommtttee) by the author@ or by one of its employees m 
the course of uansactmg any busmess of the authority, and tt is made clear (m whatever way) 

0 that the informatton IS given m confidence, that person is not entrtled to make that 
mformation public wtthout the consent of the authority 

STANDING ORDER 38: DELEGATION TO OFFICERS 

38 (1) Subject to standing order 37, a member of the council may inspect any document 
0 relating to the discharge by an officer of a functron of the authonty under arrangements made 

-



under section 101 of the 1972 Act where those arrangements are made for an unspecified 
period or a specified penod of more than sx months 

(2) Except where standmg order 17 (urgent business) applies, whenever an offker : 
discharges a function of the author@ under arrangements under section 101 of the 1972 Act 
which are made for a specified penod of not more than SK months, he/she shall report as soon 
as practicable to the appropriate committee of the council what action has been taken under 
those arrangements. 

l @ 

l 
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ROCHFORDDISTRICfCOUNC!lL 

Minutes of the Planning services Committee 

At a Meebng held on 18th Decemba 1997. Present. Councdlom Mrs 1 M Giles 
@%+unm) R S Allen, GC. Angus, B R Ayhng, D.E Barnes, PA Bakers, C I 6ladc 
M C Bro&, J M. Dickson, DE Flack, D.M Ford, Mrs E.L. Francis, 
Mrs H.L.A. Glynn. Mrs. J. H&on. VC. Hewlett, Mrs. M Hurmable, 
Mrs A.R Hutchmgs, V.D Hutchmgs, V H. Leach, Mrs SJ. Lemon, CR. Morgan, 
Mrs P.M V. Pearse, R A Pearson, PJ Stanton, DJ Sutton, S.R T&s. 
Mrs M S Vmce, D A Weir and Mrs M A. Weu. 

Apologies Councdlors w S. Cumberlsnd, G Fox, Mrs J Hall, 
Mrs EM Hart, A Hoskmg, Mrs W M Stevenson and R E Vmgoe 

560 MlNuTEs 

Resolved that the Mmutes of the Meetmg of 27th November 1997 be approved as a 
correct record and signed by the Chairman 

561 MEMBFw’-

Counulior Mrs AR Hutchmgs declared an interest m the item ‘Breach of Plsnmng 
Control at 30 Msm Road, Ho&icy by vntne of bemg the Chairperson of Hockiey 
Traders Association 

Members’ Interests relatmg to the Schedule of Development Apphcaoons and 
Recommendations (Mmute 567) were received as follows - 

Schedule Rem 4 - Councdior DJ. Sutton declared a non-pecunnuy mterest by vntne of 
bang Chairman of Great WakeMg Partsh Counctl 

S&&k Items 6 and 7 - Counctilor P J Stanton declared a non-pecumsry mterest by 
virtne of knowledge of the apphcant 

562. OUTSUNDING JSSUELS- MEETINGS OF 24THAPRIL, 15TIIMAY. 31STJULY, 
4TH S-W AND 2ND OCKIBW 1997. 

Members were sahstied that ail necessary achon had been taken, Minutes 587/96 
(Fara D2), 195197 (paras 9, 10 and 13), 279/97 (Psra 7), 367/97 (Paras 2, 3 and 4) and 
42Z97 (Pam D2 and 6) (CD(LBtA)) were carried forward 

563. CONSULTATION FROM CASllJZ POlNT BOROUGH CGUNClL - POUR LIT 
AND NON-LIT ROOF AND WALL LGGO SIGNS AND NON-LlT 
FREESTANDING lNFDRMATION SIGNS - McDONALDS RESTAURANT, 
JUNCTIONRAT I.ANlXUYDONSLANE,RAyLEIGH. 

The Corporate Director (Services) reported on a consultatton from Castle Pomt Borough 
Cound which proposed several roof and wall-mounted stgns together with other 
freestanding signs mclndmg duectronal and menu signs relating to a McDonaids 
drive-through restaurant at the above site. 

Resolved that Castle Point Borough Council be mformed that thrs Councd has no 
objectronto the proposal (CD(S)) 

564 BREACHOF PLANNING CONTROL AT 30 MAIN ROAD, HCCKLEY 

Tote Corprate Director (Services) reported on the unauthorised mstailation of a roller 
shutter to the front of a shop at the above site. Members noted the planmng history to 
the site and that although planning panmssion had been granted which sought to 
regularise the snuauon, to date there had been no evidence or written mdmahon by the 
owners of the property to implement the permission Members consrdered that ?e$n 



ammg fmm the rctenhon of the secunty gnll upon the character of the stteet scene and 
consequently the amenity of the surmundmg resrdenttal premises was unacceptable, 
parttcularly gtven the fully supportmg appeal de&ton referred to m the report 

Resolved that the Corporate Director (Law & Admmtstration) be authorned to take all 
necessary actton mcludmg the tssue and servtce of Nohces and achon m the Courts to 
secure the remedying of the breach of plannmg control now reported (CD&&A)) 

565 BREACH OF PLANNlNG CONTROL AT DOLLYMANS FARM DOUBLFGATE 
wR.4-

The Corporate Director (Servtces) reported on the unauthorised change of use of a 
buddmg and the stattonmg of two prefabncated buddmgs upon the above sue wtthout 
the benefit of plannmg permtsston. Members noted the sate layout, that plannmg 
permtssron for the retenhon of the use of the bmldmg for metal fabncatton and for the 
sitmg of two prefabncated bmldmgs for use as of&/store mom/mess rooms had been 
refused m 1995, whtch had subsequently been upheld on appeal, and that mom recently 
a letter had been received from the busmess operator Notwtthstandmg thus Members 
constdered it appropnate to take format action to remedy the breach of planmng control 

Resolved that the Corporate Dnector (Law & Admmtstration) bc authonsed to take all 
necessary achon mcludmg the tssue and servtce of Nottces and acuon m the Courts to 
secure the remcdymg of the breach of plamtmg control now reported (CD&&A)) 

566. BREACHOF PLANNING CONTROL AT 4 HILLVIEW ROAD, RAYLEIGH 

The Corporate Director (Setvtces) reported on the grant of plamung permtsston to retam 
a verandah to the rear of an extstmg senudetached bungalow mcludmg construction of 
a 2 metre high obscure screen at the above site Members noted that Condttton 1 
attached to the plannmg permrssion requred the 2 metre htgh obscure screen to be 
mstalled wtthin twelve weeks of the permtssron bemg granted, that the tunescale had 
passed w&out comphance and gtven the applicahon was reuospechve, and the loss of 
pnvacy had occurred for most of 1997, rt was appmpnate to pumue formal action to 
remedy thus breach of condition 

Resolved that the Corporate Dnector (Law & Admmistration) be authorised to take all 
necessary achon mcludmg the issue and servtce of Nohces and actton m the Courts to 
seam the remedying of the breach of planmng control now reported. (CD@.&A)) 

561. SCHEDULE OF DEVELOPMENT APPLICAlTONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

The Corporate Duector (Servtces) submitted a Schedule of Development Apphcatrons 
and a Lrst of Plsnmng Apphcations and Bmldmg Regulation Applicattons decided 
under delegation 

Para Rl - FIM36/977ROC: 65 Hamwcad Avenue, Rcchford 

Pqosal: Formatton of vehtcular access and erect garage 

Appltcatton refused for the followmg reason 

The proposal tf perrmtted on thts pmmment comer site would result m a garage bmldmg 
m a posmon forward of the established pattern of development thereby detractmg from 
the appeaara and character of the area. 

Para2-CuXW97nWC: Gldx Infant and Jumor School, Creswick Avenue, 
Raykigh 

pmposal. Remove exrstmg chambnk fence, steel gates and bnck prers Erect 1 8 metre 
htgh powder-coated steel pabsade fence wtth double pedestnan entrance gates 

Resolved that Essex County Counc11 be advised that Rochford Dtstnct Council has no 
ObJectionto the development subJo to the cot&ton set out in the Schedule 



l 
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Para 3 - cMx)64wIIRoc Barbng M Site, Chmch Reed, BarBng Magna 

Pmposal: Vanahon of Condttton 3 of Plamung Pemussion ROC/634/90 (for the 
opening of the Landtill Sate on Saturday afternoons, post Publtc Hohdays - One day m a 
1997, seven days m 1998 maximum 

OfBcers explamed there appeared to be a countywtde strategy to case the burden of 
dlsposmg of household waste by appointed contractors on Saturday afternoons 
following Bank Hohdays A senes of such appltcatrons were bemg presented, mcludmg 
thts one, to Essex County Council’s Development Control SubCommtttee the 
followmg mommg 

Whtlst some Members recogmsed the need to catch up there was dtsappomtment that 
ongmd controls needed to be released Sirmlarly concern was expressed at the Jack of 
enforcement of the destgnated lorry route beyond the haul mad 

Resolved that Essex County Council be advtsed that thrs Authonty ObJecti to the 
application which encourages more extenswe traffic movements to the site particularly 
as the vehtcles do not use the designated traffic route through the surroundmg area to 
the haul road (CD(S)) 

00 
Pam 4 - CU/o42l1977ROC: Jand Adjacent Exist& Burial Ground, New Road, Great 
wakering 

Propsal: To change use of agnculhuaJ land to Cemetery (extension to existing burial 
grou”d) 

Resolved that this apphcatron he appmved SubJect to Condtttons set out m the Schedule. 

Pam 5 - DP1061lrV7/Roc: 161 London Road, Rayleigh 

Pmpusal: Formatton of vehtcular access 

Officers reported the further response of the County Surveyor as per Pam5 10, in 
agreemg the recommendanon the Commtttee requested a repot be made to the Fmance 
& General Purposes Comnnttee m relatron to the Councd’s position as landowner and 
us responsibthty under the Compulsory Purchase Order on thts and adJommg 
properties 

Resolved (1) that the applicatton be approved subJect to the Condttions as set out m the 
Schedule 

(2) that a report be made to the Fmsnce & General Purposes Comnuttee m 
relation to the Council’s position as landowner and its responslbtitles under the 
Compulsory Purchase Order on thts and adjommg properties (CD&&A)) 

NtYIE Pursuant to Standmg Order 24,4 Counclllors DE Barnes. Mrs J Helson, 
V H Leach and D.J Sutton wtshed it recorded that they voted to defer thts ttem 

Pam 6 - F10599/97/ROC. 6 - 8a South .%I&, Rochford 

Pmp~& Part demolitton of extstmg buildmg (no 8) erect two 2&d dwellings Use 
extstmg butldmg (no 6) as single dwellmg 

Constderation of this appltcation was deferred for a Members’ site vtstt 

Resolved that arrangements be made for a Members’ sate vtstt (CD&&A)) 

Para7-IBKr581197/RCc: 6-8aSouthstmet,Rochfcml 

Pmposal Part demohtton of exratmg bullding (no 8) et& two bed dwellings 

Consideratton of d-m apphcation was deferred for a Members’ site vtstt. 



Resolved that arrangements be made for a Members’ sate vtstt (CD&&A)). 

568 MBMBEX’S lIEhI OF BUSINESS 

The followmg questton was subrmttcd by Counctllors Mrs M S Vmce and D M Ford as 
a Member’s Item of busmess -

“We would bke the Corporate Dtrector (Servrces) to confirm that the offer of a 
spactahst structural survey of the htstoncal bmldmgs at 50 - 54 West Street, Rochford 
by Essex County Counctl has been arranged”. 

In response, Officers reported the recetpt of a vmtten offer fmm Essex County Counctl 
to commisston and fund a structural survey of 50 -54 West Street, Rochford Members 
welcomed the offer and requested that all Members recetve a wntten summary of the 
report once avatlable. 

569 CASTLE POINT BOROUGH COUNCJL CGNSULTA-fTON - THAMES ESTUARY 
PLASHCS LkMllHD. THAMES HOUSE, ARTERIAL ROAD, RAYLEIGH 

The ChaIrman adrmtted thrs item on the grounds of urgency 

The Corporate Dnector (Servrces) reported on a proposal which mvolved the mfillmg of 
the present arched vemcular access at ground floor level whtch penetrated through the 
mam three-stomy office block at the above site 

Resolved that Castle Pomt Borough Counctl be mformed that this Counctl has no 
objection to the proposals but requests that the mfi!.lmg of the front elevatton of the 
buildmg be appropriate m design and mater&. (CD(S)) 

l , 



6 

SCHEXWLE OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS TO BE CONSIDERED By 

PLANNING SERVICES COMMIlTEE 18TH DECEXvfBER 1997 

All plannhrg applications are considered against the background of current Town and Country Plarmmg 
legislatton, rules, orders and ctrculars. and any development, structure and local plans tssued or made 
thereunder In addttton, account is taken of any guidance notes. advice and relevant pohc~es ~ssucd by 
statutory authonties. 

Each platmmg appltcatton mcluded m thts Schedule and any attached ltst of appltcations whtch have 
been determmed under powers delegated to the Corporate Director (Services) is filed with all papers 
mcludmg representations recetved and consultatton replies as a smgle case file 

All budding regulatron apphcatrons are considered against the background of the relevant buildmg 
regulattons and approved doctmtents, the Butldmg Act, 1984, together with all relevant Bntrsh 
Standards 

The above documents can be made available for mspection as Commtttee background papers at the 
office of Plannmg Services, Acacia House, East Street, Rochford 



9 


0 PLANNING SERVIW COMMITTEJX 18TH DECEMBER 1997 

REFERRED~ 
% 

R.l F/0536/97/ROC ALEXBUSHELL PAGE1 
FORMATIONOFVEHICULARACCESS ERECTGARAGE 
65HAREWOODAVENUEROCHFORD 

SCHEDULE ITEMS 

2. CC/O682/97iROC STEVENGOUGH PAGE3 
REMOVE EXISTJNG CHAIN-LINK FENCE, STEEL GATES AND 
BRICK PIERS. ERECT 1.8M HIGH POWDER COATED STEEL 
PALISADE FENCE WITH DOUBLE PEDESTRIAN ENTRANCE 
GATES 
GLEBE INFANT & JUNIOR SCHOOL CRESWICK AVENUE 
RAYLEIGH 

3 CMlo641/97iROC MARTYNWILLIAMSPAGE5 
VARIATION OF CONDITION 3 OF PLANNING PERMISSION 
ROCf634140 (FOR THE OPENING OF THE LANDFILL SITE ON 
SATURDAY AFTERNOONS POST PUBLIC HOLIDAYS - ONE DAY 
IN1997,SEVENDAYSM1998MAXIMUM) 
BARLINGLANDFILLSITECHURCHROADBARLINGMAGNA 

0 4 culo421l97lRoc JOHNWHITTAM PAGE7 
CHANGE USE OF AGRICULTURAL LAND 'I-O CEMETERY 
(EXTENSIONTDEXISTINGBURIALGROUND) 
LAND ADJ EXISTING BURIAL GROUND NEW ROAD GREAT 
WAKERING 

5 DP/O611/97/ROC ALEXBUSHELL PAGE11 
FORMATIONOFVEHICULARACCESS. 
161LONDONROADRAYLEIGH 

6 F10599/97iROC ALEXBUSHELL PAGE 14 
PART DEMOLITION OF EXISTING BUILDING (NO8) ERECT 

2-BED DWELLINGS USE EXISTING BUILDING (NO 6)
ZZNGLEDWELL~G 
6-BASOUTHSTREETROCHFORD 

I. LB/O681/97/ROC ALEXBUSHELL PAGE20 
PART DEMOLITION OF EXISTING BUILDING (NO 8) ERECT 
TWOZBEDDWELLINGS 
6-8ASOUTHSTREETROCHFORD 

PAGE 1 
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PLANNING SERVICES CO- 

18TFi DECEMBER 1997 

SCHJZDULE APPLICATIONS.WITH DIRECTOR’S OF DJWJZLQPMENT 
RECOMMENDATIONS. FOR DETERMINATION AT THIS COMMITlXE 

R.I 

Referred by Counctllor Mrs H L A Glynn 

Apphcant B Fisher 

F/0536/971ROC Zoning. Restdentud 
PARISH OF HAPr?CFlrELL 

65 HAREWOOD AVENUE RGCHFORD 

FORMATION OF VEHICULAR ACCESS. ERECT GARAGE 

1.1 HawkweII ParishCouncil objects to the appkation on grounds of road safety, they consider that 
the access to highway 1s too close to the Junctton Harewocd Avenue 

1 2 Thts apphcation would normally be a delegated item but is mcluded on the Weekly List due to 
concerns expressed by a Local Ward Member 

1.3 This apphcation follows refusal of planmng pernuaston reference F/O310/97/ROC for a garage 
with the same sning but with a contrived access arrangement The previous proposal was 
considered unacceptable because rt would necessnate an awkward reverse manoeuvre onto the 
road that may present a danger to highway users This revtsed subnussion follows pre-apphcation 
diicussions wuh the County Surveyor and the apphcant now includes an area for vehxle turning 
wnhm the site thereby overcormng previous concerns. 

1.4 Essex County Council (County Surveyor) raises no objtion on grounds of htghway safety 
Subjectt0 the lmpoSltIOn Of WrtdItlOIIS r&&g t0 SUrfaCing and gates 

APpRovE’ 

01 TIME LIMITS - FULL SC4 

02 MATERIALS l-0 MATCH SC15 

03 NON STANDARD CONDITION 
Where the surface fhush of the private drtve shown on the approved drawing date stamped 12 
September 1997 ts to remain in unbound materials, the first srx metres of the driveway as 
measured from the boundary of the public highway shah be treated W&I a surface dressing, prtor 
to use by vehicular traffic m accordance with details that shall first have been subnutted to and 
approved m wntmg by the Local Planning Authortty. Thereafter the surface Brush of the prtvate 
dnve shall be retamed in the approved form. 
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04 NON STANDARD CONDITION 

The access shall not b-e used by vehmlat traffic until such tune as the hardstand and garage have 
been lald out and completed III all respects (including any requtrements spmfied by Condition 3 
above) and made available for the parlung and manoeuvring of vehicles Thereafter the garage 
and hardstand shall be used solely for the parkmg and mauoeuvrmg of vehx1e.s and used for no 
other purposes that would impede these purposes 

05 PD RESTRICTED - GATES SC62 

. . 
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1) 2. 
CC/O682/97/ROC RAYLEIGH TGWN COUNCIL AREA 

L GLEBE INFANT & JUNIOR SCHOOL CRESWICK AVENUE RAYLEIQI 

REMOVE EXISTING CHAIN-LINK FENCE, STEEL GATES AND BRICK 
PIERS. ERECT 18M HIGH POWDER COATED STEEL PALISADE FENCE 
WITH DOUBLE PEDESTRIAN ENTRANCE GATES. 

Apphcant ESSEX COUNTY COUNCIL PLANNING DEPARTMENT 

zolullg~ Existmg Prunary School 

F%UUlmE ADDhGItlOtl Detalk 

21 This apphcation IS made by Essex County Council and proposes the erection of a steel palisade 
fence and pedestrian gates. on the Talbot Avenue frontage of Rayletgh Glebe Infant & Jumor 
School. 

22 The determmmg Authority for this application is Essex County Council, the role of Rochford 
Dtstrict Council m thts mstance 1s that of consultee 

Plannma Htstory 

23 Numerous planmng permissions have been granted for developments at this site smce the 1980’s. 
Most recently, Essex County Council granted planning permission for a smgle storey classroom 
extension. (ref - CC/O643/93/ROC). 

Consultations & Reoresentattons 

2.4 Local residents and the Rayleigh Town Council have been notified, any responses will be reported 
directly to the Plannmg Services Committee Meetmg. 

25 Rayleigh Town Council’s dtrect response to Essex County Council raised no comments 

Matenal Plannme Consrderations 

2.6 The pahsade fence and pedeatrtan gates proposed by thts apphcatton wtll replace an extstmg 
cham-lurk fence, gates and piers, at the ‘f&at Avenue Pedestrran entrance to the School whrch 
has a road frontage of some 15m. The proposed fence 1s a similar design to that approved at 
Sweyne Park School and 1s considered to be acceptable in plamung terms The colour finish 
proposed in thts mstance is dark green 

Recommendatton 

21 The Corporate Dtrector (Services) recommends that Essex County Council be advised that 
Rochford Dtstrtct Council have no objections to the development proposed by this application, 
SubJcct to the following condmons 

01 TIME LIMITS FULL - STD SC4 
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02 NON STANDARD CONDITION 
No works requisite for the unplementatlon of any part of the development hereby permitted shall 
commence, except as m accordance with precise delis (mcludmg samples) of the proposed ?. 
colour and fimsh of the pabsade fence and pedestnan gates to be erected, wkch shall prevtously 
have been subnutted to and approved m wrmng by the Local Plamung Authority. Thereafter the 
development shall be retam& and maintamed m the approved form, notwithstandmg the 
provIsions of Artlcle 3. Schedule 2. of the Town % Country Planmng (General Permmed 
Development) Order 1995 

./‘r,:
9i ,-
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CM/h541/97/ROC PARISH OF BARLING MAGNA 1) 3. 

BARLING LANDFILL SITE CHURCH ROAD BARLING MAGNA 

VARIATION OF CONDITION 3 OF PLANNING PERMISSION ROC1634/90 
(FOR THE OPENING OF THE LANDFILL SITE ON SATURDAY AFTERNOONS 
POST PUBLIC HOLIDAYS - ONE DAY IN 1997, SEVEN DAYS IN 1998 
MAXIMUM) 

Apphcsnt CORY ENVIRONMENTAL LTD AGGREGATES 

Zomg. Metropohtan Green Belt, Landscape Improvement Area, Spectal Landscape Area. 
Roach VaIIey Nature Conservatton Zone, Coastal Protectron Belt 

Plannma Auubcatton Details 

3 1 This 1s a consultatron apphcatton from Essex County Counctl and seeks the Local Plannmg 
Author&y’s vtews on the proposed alteratron to the opemng hours on those Saturdays followmg 
publtc holrdays as detatled above. 

4 3.2 This long establrshed site which mvolves both mineral extraction and waste disposal lees to the 
north and east of Barlmg village and is served by a private Haul Road that bypasses the village 
centre 

Relevant Plamune. Htstory 

3 3 CM/O634/90 - The wmnmg and workmg of sand and gravel and restoratron to agnculture by 
Landfill - Approved subject to a legal agreement and various condnions whtch relate to, amongst 
other thmgs, the constructton of the Haul Road, the hours of operatton (07.00 -18 00 hours 

0 Monday to Fnday, 07 00 - 12.30 hours Saturdays with no working on Sundays or Bank Hohdays) 
and the maxunum number of vehrcle movements to and from the sne 

3 4 [360 (180 111 and 180 out) on any single workzrg day and 180 (90 in and 90 out) on Saturdays]. 

3 5 Great Wakering Parish Council object due to the addntonal traffic that they constder will be 
generated by the extra hours 

3 6 R&ford Parish CotmdI ratse no objecttons 
.* 

3.7 No response has been received from the Ftarling and Sutton Parish Cotmdls 

3 8 The Rochford Hundred Amenities Society ~111 support any comments from the Barlmg Pansh 
Council. 

3 9 Essex County Council (Surveyor) has no ObJeCtiOnS 

3 10 The Environment Agency’s views will be reported verbally to the meetmg 

0 3 11 The Property Services Manager (&gineers) has no observation to make. 

3 12 No mdtvrdwl letters of representatton have been received in response to netghbour nottficatton 
letters 

3 13 Any other outstanding responses wtll be reported verbally to members 
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Surmnarv of Maternal Considerations 

3 14 Tire main consideranon m this case IS whether the extension of the pernutted vehicle movements, 
to mclude the afternoon (4pm) for one Saturday in 1997 and seven m 1998, wtll be hkely to 
have any stgmficant adverse effect upon the surroundmg envtronment Thrs rarses three key tssues 
relating to thrs proposal 

Does the use of the haul road cause any contmumg problems 

How then will spreadmg the same number of permuted movements (90 in/90 out) over 
the whole day assrst m clearing backlogs arrsmg from no collecttons on precedmg 
pubhc holrdayss 

ui) How will thts vartatron specrfically assrst the contractors m thetr collection activities 

3 15 The County Council have confiied that there are no persistent problems with the use of the Haul 
Road followmg the buttal period of its use 

3 16 Presently there 1s spare capacity for the pernutted number of movements on a Saturday morning, 
the County Council have advised that the total of 180 1s rarely reached. By spreadmg those 
movements over the afternoon up to 4pm rt will allow the vehtcles to catch up on those collections 
from drstnct counctls normally made durmg a full day Wtthout that tune extension tt would not 
be phystcally possible for all of the backlog arismg from a preceding’lost’ full workmg day to be 
collected, dehvered and disposed of on site durmg the shorter trme permd permttted on a 
Saturday 

3 17 Fmally, thts vartatton ~111 asstst the appointed contractors on these occasrons to also have empty 
lorries for when thetr normal collectron/drsposal work resumes on the followmg Monday 

Conclusions 

3 18 Gtven that tius proposal relates to only 8 days m total up to the end of 1998 for an extra 3 5 
hours on each of those days and ts destgned to spec~ficzdly assrst with the collection of household 
waste, no objecttom are raised as no sigmficant adverse effects are antictpated to srtse from thrs 
modestly addmonal actrvtty 

Recommendatton 

3 19 That the Essex County Councrl be mformed that thus Author@ ratses no objectrons to this 
proposal provtded. 

- the spec~tied number of vehtcle movements for then extended Saturday openings do not exceed 
the current maxunum of 180 (I e 90 in and 90 out) 

- that n is only to permtt autbortsed contractors to dispose of household refuse, 

- that no other type of vehtcles are permitted to dispose of any other kmd of waste, 

- that no extraction of mmerals from the site shall take place, 

- that no prevtously extracted minerals are exported from the site at those times, and 

- that only the haul road shall be used for those extra afternoon refuse vehicle movements 
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a 4 CU/O421/97/ROC PARISH OF GREAT WAKERING 

% 
LAND ADJ EXISTING BURIAL GROUND NEW ROAD GREAT WAKERING 

CHANGE USE OF AGRICULTURAL LAND ‘IO CEMETERY (EXTENSION ‘I-G 
EXISTING BURIAL GROUND) 

Apphcant GREAT WMRING PARISH COUNCIL 
l 

Zomng: Metropolttan Green Belt. Roach Valley Nature Conservanon Zone, 
Coastal Protection Belt 

Annhcatton Details 

4 1 Great Wakering Pansh Council are seekmg plsnmng permtssron to use a rectangular shaped strip 
of land adJacent to the existmg burial ground which abuts the graveyard to St Ntcholas Church as 
an extension to the bunal ground The proposal 1s unended to provide for the expansion of the 
existing bunal ground for future burial arrangements wrthm the pansh when the exrstmg one IS 
full 

*a 4 2 The laud IS at present used for agnculmral purposes and is located together wnh the existing 
bunal ground within the Metropoluan Green Belt. 

4 3 The ortgmal submitted scheme included a new vehicular access via New Road and on - site car 
parkmg facilitres together with an access road and vehicular turnmg head to serve the extstmg and 
proposed bunal areas. The foregoing have been deleted from the appltcatton which rs now solely 
for the use as a bunal ground and there will be a pdesmanlmk wtthm the overall grounds back 
to the Church 

l 4 4 The Parrsh Council have continned that the access to the Church for funerals has always been by 
way of the entrance on Hugh Street/New Road They do not envisage there being any addtttonal 
burtal traffic and there IS on average 12 attended burials a year 

4 5 Landscapmg and plantmg IS proposed including new boundary hedgmg 

Plamuna History 

4 6 There 1s no plamung history die&y related to thrs site or appltcatton 

Consultations and Renresentations 
.e 

4 7 The County Surveyor had no obJection to the original scheme and has no ObJection to the revised 
apphcatton 

4 8 The County Ar&aeologtst comments that the site 1s m an area of archaeological potenttal lying 
beside the mediaeval church of St Ntcholas Great Wakermg 1s the sue of an important Anglo 
Saxon Mmster which are considered to be one of the most important classes of htgh status 

‘ 
monuments for the mrd Anglo Saxon permd (seventh to nmth century) and the Mmster church was 
normally surrounded by dome&c, industrial, agrtculmral and other structures 

l 
4 9 Although the present church is chronologically later the sue may have formed the locus of activity 

durmg the Anglo Saxon per& and grven the paucity of existmg evrdence any mtervention within 
thts area ments an archaeologtcal investtgatton He therefore recommends an archaeological 
evaluatton consistent with DOE Plannmg Pobcy Gutdance Note 16 Archaeology and Planning 
He therefore recommends that appropriate planning condmons are attached to any decision nottce 
issued 

l 
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4 10 The terms of these condttions has been the subject of dtscussion wtth both the County 
Archaeologtst and the applicants, both are satisfied with the final wording 

4 11 The Co~ty Arc.b~~logist also advtses that the apphcants should write to Enghsh Hentage for 
facial assistance to enable them to meet the specified condttrons (see below). It tdenttfies an 
alternative source of fundmg vta Cory Envtromnental, Barling Marsh Quarry, may be through the 
“Landfill Tax C&t Scheme” and the apphcant has already pursued 011s lead 

4 12 The County Planner comments that the cemetery assoctated wnh St Ntcholas Church IS m two 
parts one 1s the land tmmedtately surroundutg the church, which contams the oldest graves, and 
the other ts a more recent rectangular strip to the east. The whole cemetery is well manualned the 
only dtscordant element being the lack of a hedge on the newer sectron, where rt abuts a private 
garden at tts northern extremity The proposed extension takes the form of another shghdy longer 
sectton taken from the netghbouring field He has no objection to the proposal subject to 
appropriate condtttons bemg attached to the dectsron nottce nrcludmg one to ensure that the new 
boundary hedge shall contatn only natrve nuxeci spectes and trees (the existmg extensron to the 
cemetery IS bounded by Beech wbrch gtven the rural lo-canon is constdered too suburban) and 
unplanted secttons at the northern end of the existing cemetery being tilled wnh hedgtng These 
matters are covered vra planning condrhon and informative. 

4 13 The County PIarmer (Spddist Minerals Advice) states that by vutue of hts powers delegated 
by the Development Control Sub Commtttee, tt IS recommended that the dectston be left to the 
dtscretion of the Rochford Council in its capacity as Local Planmng Authority He also confirms 
for mfonnatton purposes that it would be tmpracncal to extract bnckearth m tsolanon from such a 
confiied area prtor to development but this would not prevent the remamder of the field parcel to 
the east from betng worked for brickearth. 

4 14 The Head of Housing Health and Commlmity Cat-e raises no objections to the revised 
proposal 

4 15 English Heritage have no sngrnficant comments to make 

4 16 The Environment Agency advtse that no burials shall take place withm 10 metres of any dnch or 
water course or tn saturated ground or wnhm 50 metres of any well or borehole Thts ~111 be 
conveyed to the apphcant by way of an informanve attached to the decision “once. 

4 17 Anglian Water have no comments to make on thrs planmng applicatton 

4 18 The Diocese of Chelmsford have no comments to make on the proposal 

4 19 15 letters of ObJeCtiOn tncludmg a pettuon containmg 18 signatures were subnutted by local 
restdents m connection with the onginal scheme The grounds of objectron are summartsed 
below 

Access, car parkmg. congestion, vehtcular access off a narrow busy road leadmg to 
Foulness which 1s also a bus route and other HGV ‘s and farm machtnety whtch 
suffers from flash floods and would be detrnnental to h&way safety Suggest access ts 
vra Wakertng Common when the trp closes Fear of potenttal introductton of traffic 
restndtons as a consequence of the proposal 

ii) Detnmental to visual amenity and the landscapntg proposed IS considered to be 
madequate and suggest tbrck landscaping and plantmg to allevtate matters. 

ih) Sight of bunal ground produces feehngs of fear and phobta. 

iv) Effect on property values 
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v) Contrary to Metropohtan Green Belt prmctple and detnmental effect on the appearance 

and character of the rural countrystde. 

vo The car park wdl lead to notse nmsance and general disturbance espectally if used m 
association with weddmgs and general church use Also the ltkehhocd of youths 
congregating in thts open area exacerbatmg an extsting problem wnhm the church 
cemetery and bunal ground. If parkmg and the footway are provtded tt rs requested that 
a htgh brick wah is erected to the adjohung property boundary and the pathway located 
as far from the property as posstble 

vii) The tummg and parkmg factlities wtthm the site IS thought to be mottvated by the 
mtroductton of yellow lmes and a mmt roundabout at the front entrance of the church 
which has made tt difficult for the traditronal custom of entermg the church by the front 
doors 

vii) The descnptton of the development is questioned for not mcludmg reference to a car 
park and pubhc footpath Also more nme should have been allowed for residents to 
respond as neighbour letters were dtspatched at the peak of summer holiday period 

l * 
vih) No need for parkmg , public foohvay and tummg wtthin the site and has not been a 

problem in the past The number of funerals per year (about 20) do not Just@ the cost 
of providmg the foregomg This element IS considered a wasteful use of valuable burtal 
ground 

W The proposal is considered to be mappropriate located so close to a residential area 

x) Security problems and questton whether the gate to the pedestnan access wdl be kept 
locked at appropriate toes Also whether any elaborate form of security is proposed 
eg CCTV. 

4 20 Notwithstandmg the above two restdents have no ObJectton to the prmciple of extending the bunal l ground 

Plannina Considerattons 

4.21 The principle planning considerations relate to Metropohtan Green Belt pohcy and residential 
amenry 

I) GREEN BELT POLICY 

4.22 The stte falls wnhm the Metropohtan Green Belt as destgnated m the Rochford Dtstrict Local Plan 
First Review The proposal comphes wtth both Policy GBl and Essex Structure Plan Pohcy S9 
bemg an appropnate use m the Green Belt and Government advtce m the form of Phmnmg Policy 
Gmdance note 2 “Green Belts” in that the use is open m character. It will also have a soft 
landscaped edge formed wnh hedging of native spectes 

4 23 The principal tssues raised by restdents m relation to the lccatton of the access and parkmg 
arrangements have been addressed via negotiatton by deletton of the vehtcular access, and 
assoctated vehtcle movements and car parking from the revised proposal Some of the remammg 
issues are covered via planmng condttion and above under the pohcy considerations. b 

4 24 There ts an extstmg cemetery and burial ground and the extension is to accommodate long term 
local needs rather than generate an increase in bunals per se and will enable the parish Counctl to 
make adequate long term provtston. 

l 
PAGE 9 

1265 
l 



Recommendation 

4.25 The Corporate Dtrtior (Servtces) recommends that thts apphcatton should be approved Subpt to 
the following condttions 

01 TIMB LIMITS PULL - STD SC4 

02 ARCHAEOLOGICAL WORKS SC96 

03 NON STANDARD CONDITION 
No development shall take place withm any part of the site unless the agreement of the Local 
plannmg Authority has been obtamed folIowIng the carrying out of an archaeologtcal field 
evaluatton tn accordance with condition 2 above, to ensure either that there are no nationally 
mqmtant amhaeologml remains withm that part of the site. or that any such remants are 
adequately safeguarded by the takmg of specified measures In the latter case, development wtthm 
that part of the stte shall only take place III accordance wtth such specified measures. 

04 NON STANDARD CONDITION 
A scheme of hedge landscaping shall be subnutted to and approved tn wnttng by the Local 
Planrung Authonty prtor to the commencement of the development and be cameci out on site 
during the next plantmg season followmg commencement of the development to the Local 
Plamung Authority’s satisfaction Any hedging which dies, ts removed or becomes sertously 
damaged or diseased whhtn 5 years of planttng shah be replaced by the applicants or then 
successors m title The lamiscaptng scheme shall tndicate the locatton, spectes, size of hedgtng to 
be planted and the locanon whtch shall include the boundaries marked A - E. E - B, B - C on plan 
number 1324/l A 

05 HEDGEROW ‘IO BE RETAINED SC55 
ADD Fttrthermore the specified hedge shall be thtckened up in accordance wtth details whtch 
shall be subnutted to and approved m writing by the Local Plannmg Authority prior to 
commencement in wnlunctton with the landscapmg scheme referred to at wndttton 04 and 
thereafter camed out and mahrtamed as agreed 
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DP/C611/97/ROC RAYLEIGH TOWN COUNCIL AREA l 5. 
161 LONDON ROAD RAYLEIGH 

FORMATION OF VEHICULAR ACCESS 

Apphcant ROCHFORD DISTRICT COUNCIL 

zoning~ Residenttal 

Plannmg Anuhcation Den& 

5 1 Thts IS an apphcation submnted by Rochford Dtstrtct Counctl for an access to London Road and 
relates to a two metre deep strtp of land wuhm Counc11 ownership The access IS mtended to 
serve a proposed vehtcle hardstand wtthm the curnlage of 161 London Road The latter property 
IS snuated mtdway between Lotus Dnve East and Hatfield Road on the south stde of London 
Road 

5 2 The curtdage of 161 ts currently separated from the public mghway by a hedge and surface water 
dttch that both traverse the apphcation site The proposed vehicular access ~111 requtre the parttal 
removal of the hedgerow and the ditch will be ptped 

Plan&m Htstorv and A&cation Background 

5 3 The site was mtttahy aqtnred by the Council by way of a Compulsory Purchase Order (CPO) m 
1990 to facilitate junctton Improvements to London Road/Hatfield Road m lteu of the resrdenttal 
development at the Grange Vtllage. Essex County Counctl spectfied the preetse amount of land 
requued in order to factlitate the junctton nnprovements and the land was purchased accordmgly 

5 4 The owner of 161 London Road and adjacent land owners at No’s 157, 159 and 163 London Road 
l were granted a compensatory package as part of the CPO procedure that included, mter alia, the 

provtsion of a vehtcular access from London Road to No’s 157, 159 and 161 London Road 

55 Essex County Counctl Htghways advtsed by letter m March 1989 that no Objectton would be 
ratsed m prmciple to the formation of the vehtcular accesses to 161 London Road and two other 
dwellings on the proviso that access 1s constructed to standard dunenstons, no gates are to be 
erected on the sate frontage; a parallel band vtsibtlity splay be provided along the sue frontage, 
measunng 2 4m from the back edge of the htghway; and that a vehtcular handstand measurmg 5m 
x 2 5m be provided wtthm the curttlage of each dwellmg The advice was given on the basts that 
the access pomt to the rear of the dwellings was substandard m wtdth and could not reasonably be 

3 used by vehtcular traffic 

5 6 It was Intended that the junctton nnprovement works and works reqnred as the CPO 
compensatory package would be financed by the developer as part of the requirements of the 
Section 106 Legal Agreement concluded concurrently with the grant of plannmg pertnisston for 
restdenttal development at the Grange Vtllage 

5 7 Members will be aware that the junctron nnprovements at Hatfield RoadNtctorta Avenue/London 
Road have now been completed m then enttrety Unfortunately, the full amount of land 
purchased by the Council has not been fully utihsed and is not required for the junctton 
improvements now carned out It therefore falls to Rochford Council to provtde the access to the 
dwelhng across land that n now owns on the basis that tt was the Counctl that mstrtuted the CPG 
proceedmgs The owner of 161 London Road ts currently pursumg a gnevanm wtth the Counctl 
through the Local Government Ombudsman 

fF
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Consultanons and Renresentattons 

58 RayleIgh Town CoundI make the observation that the proposal provides for the constructton of a : 

vehtcular access in close proxinnty to a Junctton on a major traffic dtstnbutor where adequate site 
lmes are critical They take the view that the lack of visibtltty at thts pomt would be therefore be 
detrtmental to road safety and comlderthat the applicatton should be refused on highway grounds 

59 Essex County ConnciJ (County Surveyor) objects to the proposal on grounds of highway safety, 
spectftcally that “there ts msuffictent space wtthm the curttlage of 161 London Road to allow 
vehtcles to enter and extt the We m forward gear. The lack of turnmg facllmes may well lead to 
vehicles reversmg onto London Road (A129) at a pomt close to its junctton with Vtctoria Avenue 0 

and Hatfield Road thereby creatmg condtttons of danger and obstruction to other road users to the 
detriment of general htghway safety “. He then goes on to state “Furthermore, there 1s an 
accessway at the rear from which access may be obtamed.” 

5 10 [However, since recaving this adme mcers have written to the County Surveyor requeshng 
wnnen clarijiication as to the change in circwmtances The response MU be reported verb&y at 
the Comnuttee ] 

5 11 The owner of 161 London Road was not&d of the apphcation as a netghbourmg occupter and 
has submuted representanon stressing the background to the proposal and stating that there 1s 
sufficient space w~thm his cmttlage to turn a vehicle (a four pomt-turn being required) and that the l e 
Council should finance the works within his garden. He also reaffbms the County Surveyor’s 
view in 1989 that the rear access is too narrow to enable vehtcular access and further, that 
substanttal demolition of structure and boundary feature work would be mvolved 

Summarv of Plannina Constderattons 

5 12 The prmctple plannmg considerations material to the determinatton of this application can be 
summarised as compnsmg. 

. htghway safety; and 0 
m vwaI amenity 

HIGHMAY SAFETY 

5 13 The Issue of highway safety 1s of paramount importance to an application for a vehrcular access to 
a classified road, partmularly London Road with tts heavy vehicle movements durmg peak hours 

5 14 The County Surveyor has been aware of the proposal to provtde the vehicular access and has 
advised, m wrttmg, m 1989 that such an access was acceptable in pnnciple subject to very 
spemfic condttions that did not mclude a requtrement for a turnmg head At tttat ttme addtttonal 0. 
land was m the process of bemg aqmred by R&ford Council in order to facilitate the County 
Council’s spectfication for a junction nnprovement 

5 15 Smce that ttme, a dtfferent Junction has been constructed and the County Surveyor now raises 
ObJection to the proposed access Given that mconsistency of advice receneci m the two mstances 
and there has been no maternal change m pohcy ctrcumstances since 1989, tt would not be 
unreasonable to adhere to the ongmal advice. 

5 16 The appltcatton site comprises the 2m deep strip of land wtthm the Council’s ownership and the 
conditions recommended m 1989 relate, m part, to land outstde of the Counctl’s control It 1s 
therefore appropriate to mrpose neganve (Grampmn) conditions covermg those matters spectfied 
requirmg that the works withm the curttlage of 161 London Road be constructed concurrently 
wnh the commencement of any development assoctated with the formatton of the access 
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VISUAL AhtEiNITY 

5 17 The proposed access will reqmre the parttal removal of a hedge that does not provtde stgmficant 
amenity or screemng value. There will also be an area of hardstand wttbin the open frontage 

5 18 The Corporate Dtrector (Servtces) recommends that ths apphcation be approved following further 
consultation wltb the County Surveyor, subject to the followmg condinons. 

01 TIME LIMITS - FULL SC4 

02 NON STANDARD CONDITION 
Notwtthstandmg the provtstons of Arttcle 3, Schedule 2, Part 2, Class A of the Town and Country 
Plannmg (General Pernutted Development) Order 1995 (mcludmg any Order revokmg or 
reenactmg that Order, with or without modtficatton) no gates or other means of providmg closure 
to the access hereby per&ted shall be hung or otherwise mstalled wtthm the sate outlined m red 
on the approved plan date stamped 24 October 1997 

03 NON STANDARD CONDITION 
Notwtthstandmg the provtstons of Article 3, Sch&le 2, Part 2, Class A of the Town and Country 
Plantnng (GeneraI Permttted Development) Order 1995 (includmg any Order revoking or 
reenactmg that Order, with or without modtticatton) no gate, fence, wall or other means of 
enclosure shah obstruct or impede visibility wtthm a 2 4m wide parallel band along the entire site 
frontage, measured from the back edge of the carnageway, above a height of 6C%mm above the 
tintshed surface of the approved vehtcular access. 

04 NON STANDARD CONDITION 
Under no ctrcumstances shall the access hereby permitted be used by vehtcular trafhc unttl a 
vehicular hardstandmg measurmg 5m x 2 5m has been provided withm the front curttlage of 161 
London Road, Rayleigh, m accordance with detatls (mcludmg surfacmg materials) that shall have 
first been submirted to and approved m wntmg by the Local Plannmg Author@ 

a 
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F/O599/97iROC PARISH OF ROCHFORD 

6-8A SOUTH STREET ROCHFORD 

PART DEMOLITION OF EXISTING BUILDING (NO8) ERECT TWO 2-BED 
DWELLINGS USE EXISTING BUILDING (NO 6) AS SINGLE DWELLING 

Appltcant COLINA U K , 

Zomng. Secondary Shoppmg, Conservatton Area 

Plamrma An&anon Detatls 

6 1 The apphcatton sate is sttuated to the rear of the shop umt currently occupmd as The Rochford 
Anttques Centre There is a covered veluclelpedestrian access pomt wnh a wrought non gate and 
first floor accommodatton above, Thts bmlding 1s Grade II ltstcd for us group value wuhm South 
Street To the rear of the listed frontage 1s No 6 South Street (a two storey prtched roof house) 
and a number of modem addmoos (part two storey) grouped around a paved courtyard There IS 
an expanse of surfaced area between the bmldmgs and the public car park to the rear. The 
boundary of the car park has a bnck wall and wrought tron gate that was recently granted 
plannmg pernusston (see relevant plamung htstory below) 

6 2 The applicatton proposes the demolnion of three linked modem outbuddmgs, currently used for 
commerciallretatl purposes, the erection of two 2-bed houses wnh mansard roofs and dormer 
windows; and the change of use of an extsting bmldmg (No 6 South Street) for use as a single 
dwellmg No.6 IS currently vacant but was previously used as an office The appltcants are also 
proposing to provide a total of 205m’ of communal amemty space withm the applmation site 

6 3 The sue 1s bounded to the south by the rear car park/servtce area for the cafe and retatl umts on 
South Street and a car repans busmess and the Conservattve Club to the north (fronting Back 
Lane) To the west of the sate is the Council’s publtc car park. A licence has been granted by the 
Council for pedestrian access onto the car park No vehicular access 1s permuted from the rear 

6.4 The stte 1s situated wtthin the Rochford Town Centre Conservation Area and the Secondary 
Shopping Zone as destgnatcd m the Rochford Dtstnct Local Plan First Revtew. 

Relevant Planmna History 

6 5 Plamung penmsston was granted on 20 November 1987 as reference ROtY705/87 to demolish an 
extstmg extension and to erect a new smgle storey extension to No 8 South Street The 

.* accompanymg Lrsted Buildmg Consent is referenced RGC/2014/87/L,B 

6 6 More recently plamung penmsston was granted on 10 January 19% for the change of use of No.8 
South Street to a coffee shop (class A3) as reference CU/O589/95/ROC, subject to condmons 
mcludmg a use restnctton preventmg takeaway set-vu%. Thus permtsston remains extant but has 
yet to be implemented 

6 7 Part of the section of the site currently under consideration was the subject of three related 
apphcattons that can be summan ‘sed as follows 

n F/OOS6/%/ROC - refusal of retrospecttve planrung permtsston dated 16 May 1996 for the .a 
retentton of a marquee. The appltcatton was refused on grounds that the size, materials,, colour 
and temporary construction of the marquee was harmful to the character and appearance of the 
Conservation Area and the setting of the Grade II ltsted bmldmg wtthm the appltcatton site 
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. F/0057/%/ROC - refusal of retrospectme plsnnmg permission dated 16 May 1997 for the 
retentron of access to pubhc car park, erection of bnck piers, wrought uon gateway/arch and 
concrete base for the marquee The reason for refusal referred pnmardy to the appearance of : 

the concrete base and tts effect on the character and appearance of the Conservahon Area and 
setting of the Listed Burlding. 

n CA/OO58/%/ROC - a grant of conservatton area consent dated 3 April 1996 for the demolmon 
of part of the rear boundary wall (facrlitatmg access to pubhc car park), 

6 8 The two refusals of plannmg permissron ~10056/%/ROC and F/0057/96/ROC) were the Subject 
of a combmed appeal to the Planrung Inspectorate The Inspectorate upheld the de&on to refuse 
planning pemussion for the marquee and supported the Councd’s vtew in respect of the concrete 
base As a result the apphcation was spht and planning permission was granted for the retention 
of the brick pmrs, gates and arch only. The applicant has now removed the marquee and ts 
mtendmg to remove the concrete base once the applicatron the subject of thus report has been 
determmed. 

6 9 An apphcation was subnutted for the change of use of No 6 South Street to restdentnal dwellmg on 
4 April 1997 as reference CU10163197/ROC and subsequently withdrawn m favour of thts 
apphcatron whrch deals wnh the overall proposals for the sate 

6 10 Rochford Parish Council object to the proposal on grounds of overdevelopment, no destgnated 
area for the parkmg of vehicles withm the sue, and the proposal is contrary to Conservatton area 
planning 

6 11 Essex County Council (County Surveyor) raises no objections m terms of htghway safety He 
accepts that there be no provtsion for the parking of vehtcles within the sue given the town centre 
location and regeneration 

6 12 Essex County Council (HIstorIc Burldings Advisor) considers that the proposed buddmgs would 
fit m well with the townscape in this section of Rochford and requests that condmons are unposed 
rqmrmg the applicant to subnut detatls of wmdows, materials and the archway proposed 

6 13 Essex County Council (County Archaeologist) ratses no ObptlOII to the development subject to 
the unposmon of a condition requinng the prior approval of a programme of archaeological work 
m accordance wnh a wntten scheme of mvesttgatton. 

6 14 The Council’s Head of Housing, Health and Community Care reports that there IS potenttal for 
nuisance by way of odours, noise. etc affecting the occupters of the proposed dwellmgs from 
extsting commercial acttvrtres m the vrc~mty He goes on the state that whrlst any prospective 
purchaser/occupier would be expected to have regard to the nature of the surrounding area, 
Members should note they would be entnled to the same protectron agamst statutory nuisance as 
any other resident of the District In effect this means that if any future occupier of the dwellmgs 
is affected by a statutory nmsance, the Council may have to take action under the provtsions of 
the Envtronmental Protectton Act 1990 

6 15 The Councd’s Head of Legal Services draw attentton to the extstence of the licence grantmg 
pedestnan access to the sue from Back Lane car park but stress that they would not support a 
vehtcular access. 

6 16 AngIIan Water ratse no objections to the development proposed, 

6 17 The Environment Agency raise no objections. 

6 18 The Rochford Hundred Amenities Soctety support the views of the Partsh Council. 
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6 19 The Rochford and Dtstrict Chamber of Trade raise no ObJections but request that the fimsh of the 

buildmgs accord wrth that of surrounding properties 

6 20 A busmess situated w~tbin the application sate refers to the tenancy arrangement wtth the apphcant 
and states that tt 1s commercrally essenttal that they b-e located wnhin the sue as no other prenuses 
exrst nearby. They accordmgly ObJect to the development proposed on the basis that n ~111 
reqnre the demohtion of the umt currently occupied 

6.21 A nerghbourmg busmess objects on grounds that the sate 1s in a commercral area and any 
l coey;ls;sfiom the future occupants on the grounds of noise, smell etc may affect the vtabrhty of 

Sumarv of Plannina Considerahons 

6 22 The princrple constderations maternal to the determutation of this applicahon can be summarised 
as follows 

Local Plan Policy, 
character and appearance, 
extent of development; 
comphan~ wnh standards, 
nerghbour amenity, and 
hrghway safety 

LOCAL PLAN POLICY 

6.23 The site 1s situated v&in the Secondary Shoppmg Zone as desrgnated m the Rochford Drstrtct 
Local Plan First Review, wherein Pohcy SAT3 applies This policy refers specifically to ground 
floor frontage and requires that at least 50% be retail (Class Al). The frontage calculahon for the 
Secondary Shopping Zone in South Street IS based only on those umts fronhng the mam road and 
the loss of the umts rear of 68A South Street wtll not adversely affect pohcy considerations l 

6 24 Of particular relevance to this applicatron 1s Policy SAT16 that seeks to mamtam and encourage 
the resrdenttal use of upper floors wubm the shoppmglcommercial areas. It states that otherwise 
apphcable standards, for example car parkmg and amemty space, may be relaxed. Furthermore, 
the County Council document “Standards for Car Parking in Essex” recogmses that the need to 
conserve the character and appearance of Conservahon Areas 1s incompatrble wnb rigrd 
apphcatron of some standards. It refers to the Essex Structure Plan which requires new 
development or conversions to be sympathettc to the character of the area and that in excepttonal 
cases, normal planmng standards may be relaxed Car parkmg standards are one such standard 
that may relaxed 

6 25 Whtlst dns proposal prmrly relates to the constructton of new bmldmgs and not the use of upper 
floors, it does not comprormse the shopping frontage pohc~es and the intention of Pohcy SAT16 IS 
to encourage vttahty outsrde of business hours, which IS histoncally appropriate m towns such as 
Rochford 

6 26 No 6 South Street has be used as a dwellmg m the past, and although vacant at the present time, 
was last used as an office No ObJectron m prmcrple is ratsed to the change of use now proposed 

l 
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CHARACTER AND APPEARANCE 

6 27 The site IS snuated within the town centre Conservatton Area and wnhm the settmg of the listed : 

bmldmgs frontmg South Street. Policy UC3 of the Local Plan apphes to apphcat~ons for new 
bmldmgs m Conservatron Areas and requires that the Local Plannmg Authorny will have regard 
to specified destgn pohcies Those that are relevant to thts apphcation compnse the following the 
design and sttmg of new bmldmgs shall enhance the townscape character and form part of the 
larger composmon of the area in whtch rt is snuated, the mass of the buildmgs shah be m scale 
and harmony with ad~omhg bmldmgs, archrtectural detading shall be used to remforce the 
character of the conservatron area; and external materials shall be appropriate to and sympathettc l
with the character of the area 

6 28 The applicants agent subtmtted various schemes for the redevelopment of this sue for Informal 
gmdance pnor to the formal submrssron of dus apphcatton and has comphed wnh the suggestions 
of Officers and spectahst destgn staff from Essex County Council. The resuhmg buildmgs reflect 
aspects of the htstortc vernacular and are appropnate to the surroundmg townscape m terms of 
theta scale, design and detathng and as such will enhance the character and appearance of the 
Conservatron Area and the setting of the listed bmldmgs m South Street 

6 29 Policy UC5 of the Local Plan requues that demolmon of buildmgs within the Conservation Area 
will only be permitted tf a detatlcd scheme for me redevelopment of the site bas been granted 
plannmg penmssion and Policy UC7 states that aherattons to hsted buddmgs ~111 only be 0. 
permitted if they do not adversely affect important architectural or htstoric features whmh 
contribute to its character 

6 30 Whilst the outbuddmgs to b-e demohshed are attached to a listed building they are later, largely 
unsympathettc additions that do not contribute to the architectursl or htstonc character of the 
listed bmldmgs or then settmg. Given that the sue has a dual frontage with a public zone at the 
front and rear, the redevelopment now proposed wdl offer a posihve effect to character when 
viewed from the rear 

6 31 There 1s a Sycamore tree withm the netghbounng sue that 1s protected by virtue of the l 

Conservatton Area desrgnahon. The proposed bmldmgs ~111 be close to the boundary at thus point 
and the tree may be affected, however, rt does IS not offer suffictent amemty value to just@ 
preservatton m us own right An mformatrve will be included on the dectston notrce advising on 
the protected status and steps reqmred to secure removal/pruning 

EXTENT OF DEVELOPMENT 

6 32 The character of South Street and this section of Rochford Town centre rs, m the mam, two and 
three storey domestic scale bmldmgs latd out m ttght groupmgs in lmear plots fronting the main l .streets. The site compnsmg 6-8 South Street has an covered entrance that forms part of the Ltsted 
Budding and provides access to the exlstmg buddmgs at the rear The proposed bmldmgs have 
been destgned and sated so as to respect thii character, and create an mformal sense of enclosure 
behmd the mam frontage The footpnnt and scale of the buddmgs proposed are similar to those 
bemg demohshed, m that the existing structures are part smgle storey/part two storey The 
proposed bulldmg closest to the pubhc car park wdl be Wed more centrally wnhm the plot 
thereby unprovmg separatron from the boundaries of the site and creating an attractive aspect to 
the Back Lane car park m a smnlar way to other nearby premises. 

COMPLIANCE WITH STANDARDS 

6 33 Nohvithstandmg the provtstons of SAT16, the standards that would apply to the three restdenttal 
unns on the sue relate to Im separation, amemty space provlston and off street car parkmg 
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6 34 The site dimension enable the amenity standards to be achieved (5CW per two bed dwellmg and 
lCOm* for No 6 South Street) and it ~111 be Iatd out for wmmu~I use In terms of tsolatton from 
the site boundary, the proposal 1s an unprovement on the current suuatron No parkmg spaces are 
provided. however, the site is situated munediately adjacent to the Back Lane Public car park and . the Gxmcil would object to any vehicular access from the rear of the site 

NEIGHBOUR AMENITY 

6 35 The buildings proposed on the site have been purpose designed with most wmdows looking 
Inward and to the rear thereby mininusmg the opportumty for overlcokmg to the sides of the site 
In any event there are not any conventronal residential properties nearby to be effected 

6 36 It IS mevuable that there will be an effect on the future residents from commercial uses 
surroundmg the site, however, the situation is not sufficient to Justify refusal on that basts aIone 
and any future purchaser/occupant should anticipate different environmental condmons m a town 
centre location 

HIGHWAY SAFETY 

6 37 As already menttoned no off street car parkmg 1s provided within the site associated wnh the 
development proposed The emsting access pemt off South Street is currently used for servtcing 
the shop umts and would be retamed for that purpose. The extstmg retalVcommercial units 
proposed for demolmon have never enjoyed any rear service access and the Councrl would obJect 
to any access off the public car park. The existing uses are more hkely to generate vehicle 
movements than the residential use proposed and there is adequate pubhc car parkmg m close 
prOxhmty to the Site. It 1s UUpOItCmt to StreSS that the &UXy SUIYeyOr ratses no ObJeCtiOnS t0 the 
development proposed 

OTHER CONCERNS EXPRESS IN REPRESENTATIONS 

6 38 The extstmg uses on the site wdl cease if thrs development goes ahead. This IS a matter between 
the applicant as landlord and hts tenants and does not form part of the material plarmmg 
comrderanons in tbts case, It should be born m mmd that the applicant could cease to let hts 
premrses nrespectrve of any pkanmng pemussion for redevelopment of the site 

CONCLUSIONS 

6 39 The scheme proposed for this site comphes with the Pohcy mtentrons for the town centre and the 
design and scale respect and enhance the historic townscape Pohcy SAT16 suggests that car 
parkmg standards may be relaxed m c~~umstance where restdenttal uses will enhance the vnahty 
of town centres, and the County Surveyor supports this stance It 1s accordingly constdercd that 
the ments of thts case mMy a grant of planrdng pernussion 

Recommendatton 

6 40 That the Corporate Drrector (Services) be authorised to determine tius apphcatton on receipt of 
addmonal plans showmg the south elevation, SubJect to the following condmons. 

01 TIME LIMITS FULL SC4 

02 MATERIALS To BE USED SC14 

03 NON STANDARD CONDITION 
No development shah commence before details showmg the precise form of the wmdows and the 
archway (at a scale of between 1’1 and 1:20) have been subnutted to and approved m writing by 
the Local Planmng Authonty Thereafter, the development shall be constructed m accordance 
wnh the approved detarls. 
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04 PD RESTRICTED - EXTENSIONS SC17 

05 PD RFSTRKTED - OUTBUILDINGS SC18 

06 PD RESTRICTED - WINDOWS SC22 

07 LANDSCAPE DESIGN - DETAILS SC59 s-i 

08 ARCHAEOLOGICAL WORKS SC% 
as 
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LB10681197IROC PARISH OF ROCHFORD 

68A SOUTH STREET ROCHFORD 

PART DEMOLITION OF EXISTING BUILDING (NO 8) ERECT TWO 2-BED 
DWELLINGS 

Apphcant COLINA UK 
l 

Zomng Secondary Shoppmg, Conservanon Area 

7 1 Thus apphcatton IS to be considered concurrently w&h plamung apphcation reference 
F/0599/97/ROC and relates to the elements of the proposal that reqmre Ltsted Buildmg Consent 
The buddings to be demohshed are attached to No 8 South Street that IS Grade II Lrsted The 
redevelopment proposals compnsmg the two detached 2-bed dwellmgs are also mcluded 

l * 
7 2 (See above report for F/0599/97/ROC for the site description) 

Relevant Plamnne HIstom 

7 3 (See above report for F/0599/97/ROC) 

Consultattons and Reoresentatrorq 

7 4 [At the time of wntrng the report the consultanon penod for this opplmtion has yet to expire 
Any further comments recaved WIN be reported verbally at the Commttee] 

* 7 5 Essex County Cotmdl (County An%aeologist) raises no objection to the development subject to 
the imposttion of a conditton requning the pnor approval of a programme of archaeological work 
m accordance with a wntten scheme of mvestrgatton. 

7 6 The Rochford Hundred Amemtres Society express concern about parkmg problems if the two 
properttes are built 

7 7 The consrderatlons mate& to the apphcatron for Ltsted Buddmg Consent are encompassed m the 
report for F/0599/97/ROC above. 

Recommendanoq 

7 8 That the Corporate Dtrector (Services) be authorised to determine this appltcatton on recetpt of 
addmortal plans showing the south elevation, subject to the followmg conditions 

01 TIME LIMITS - LB SC4A 

02 MATERIAL.5 To BE USED SC14 

03 NON STANDARD CONDITION 
No development shah commence before details showing the prectse form of the wmdows and the 
archway (at a scale of between 1.1 and 1 20) have been submitted to and approved m wrrtmg by 
the Local Planning Authonty Thereafter, the development shall be constructed m accordance 
wnh the approved details 

0 
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04 AFXHAEOLOGICAL WORKS SC96 

05 DEMOLITION - REDEVELOPMENT SC95 
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DELEGATED PLANNING DJWISIONS - 1STH DECEMBER 1997 
a 

I have decided the followng apphcatiorts in accordance with the policy of delegation 

AD/O499/97iROC APPROVE 
LAND FRONTING 180 HOCKLEY ROAD RAYLEIGH 
INSTALL BUS SHELTER WITH TWO ILLUMINATED ADVERTISEMENT DISPLAY 
PANELS . ADSHEL PLC 

ADf0514f97iROC APPROVJI 
141 FERRY ROAD HULLBRIDGE 
DISPLAY NON-ILLUMINATED FASCIA ADVERTISEMENT 
MISSLEBROOK & WESTON LTD 

AD/O543/97iROC APPROVE 
GLENCROFT WHITE HART LANE HAWKWBLL 
ERBCT 3 X 5M (16FI 5INI HIGH FLAG POLES 
REGIS GROUP PLC l @ 
AD/O544/97/RGC APPROVE 
GLENCROFT WHITB HART LANE HAWKWELL 
ERECT SIGN BOARD 2.1M (6FT 11IN) WIDE BY 3 26M (1OFT SIN) HIGH 
AND ONE 5M (16FT 5IN) HIGH FLAG POLE 
REGIS GROUP PLC 

CC/O542/97lROC NO OBJJKTION 
EDWARD FRANCIS INFANTS SCHOOL UPLANDS PARK ROAD RAYLEIGH 
CONTINUE USE OF ONE RELGCATABLE CLASSROOM 

* ESSEX COUNTY COUNCIL 

DPD10574197iROC REPUSE 
TYTHE BARN FARM PGYNTERS LANE GREAT WAKERING 
DETERMINATION To SEEK WHETHER PRIOR APPROVAL OF SITING & 
APPEARANCE IS REQUIRED l-0 ERECT 15M HIGH LATTICE 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS TOWER, INSTALL 6 SECTOR ANTENNAE, 3 MICROWAVE 
DISHES (6M)MM DIAMETER), EQUIPMENT CABIN & COMPOUND 
IONICA PLC 

DPD/C610/97/ROC REPUSE 
STEWARDS YARD WAKERING ROAD GREAT W-G 
DETERMINATION ‘I-G SEEK WHETHER PRIOR APPROVAL OF SITING AND 
APPEARANCE IS REQUIRED TO ERECT 15M HIGH LATTICE 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS TOWER. INSTALL 3 DUAL POLAR ANTENNAE AND TWO 
6ooMM MICROWAVE DISHES, EQUIPMENT CABIN & COMPOUND 
ORANGE PCS 

F/O420/97/ROC APPROVE 
215 LITTLE WAKERING ROAD LITTLE WAKBRING 
FRONT AND REAR DORMER WINDOW EXTENSIONS 

l MR J REDFEARN 
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F/O436/97/ROC APPROVE 
47A VICTORIA ROAD RAYLEIGH 
FIRST FLGGR EXTENSION To REAR 
PHILIP RJCHARD WRIGHT 

F/O447/97iROC APPROVE 
3 EDWARD CLOSE ASHINGDON 
ERECT FLAT ROOF REAR DORMER EXTENSION 
MRANDMRSMARSHALL 

F/O453/97lROC APPROVE 
PENCLAWDD 10 CLEMBNTS HALL LANE HAWKWELL 
ERECT PITCHED ROOF DETACHED GARAGE FORMATION OF VEHICULAR ACCESS 

ERECT METER HOUSING AND GARDEN STORE BUILDING 
BASILDON CO MMUNJTY HOUSING ASSOCIATION 

F/0472/97/RGC APPROVE 
63 HILARY CRESCENT RAYLBIGH 
SINGLE ST-GREY REAR EXTENSION 
MR AND MRS LORRJMORE 

F/O504/97/ROC APPROVE 
133-135 FERRY ROAD HULLBRJDGE 
CONSTRUCT NEW SHOPFRONT 
FERRY FISHERIES 

FIO5%197iROC APPROVE 
69 OXFORD ROAD ROCHFORD 
ERECT FIRST FLOOR SIDE EXTENSION (RAISE 
CONSTRUCT FRONT AND REAR FLAT ROOF DORMERS 
MRJWESMN 

F/G525/97/ROC APPROVE 
35 KNJVBT CLOSE RAYLBIGH 
FIRST FLOOR FRONT EXTENSION 
MR BELL 

FlO532197lRGC APPROVE 
2 ROCHFORD HALL HALL ROAD ROCHFORD 
ERECT SINGLE STOREY OUTBUILDING (REVJSED 
APPLICATION F/O266/%/ROC) 
MkAwMRSPsMJTH 

AND TURNING AREA 
MR & MRS MCCARTHY 

F/O461/97/ROC APPROVE 
3 HILLCREST AVENUE HULLBRIDGE 
ERECT EXTENSION ‘I-G ENTRANCE 
ACCESS 
MRVMCOTTHAM 

F/C!469/97lROC APPROVE 
127 & 129 DO WNHALL ROAD RAYLEIGH 

: 

l * 


e. 


PORCH l-G ACCOMMODATE WHEELCHAIR 

HIF’ To GABLE EW, 

SUBMISSION FOLLOWING 
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F/0537/97/ROC REFUSE 
78 CASTLE ROAD RAYLEIGH 
TWO S’IDRJXY SIDE EXTENSION 
I CORNISH 
01 
WOULD HAVE A ALIEN AND INCONGRUOUS 
KEEPING, SCALE AND FORM OF THE ROOFLJNE. 

F/O541/97IROC APPROVE 
. 14 HILLSIDE ROAD HOCKLEY 

GROUND FLOOR REAR EXTENSION 
MR M BATEMAN 

F10547/97/RGC APPROVE 
109 DOWNHALL ROAD RAYLEIGH 

APPEARANCE, WOULD BE OUT OF 

ERECT FIRST FLOOR SIDE EXTENSION (JG RAISE HIP To GABLE) BRECT 
FIRST FLOOR PITCHED ROOF REAR EXTENSION AND REAR CONSERVATORY 
MR LAJDLAW 

*a F/O552/97/RGC REFUSE 
6 C4NEWDON VIEW ROAD ASHINGDON 
ERECT TWO S’l’OREY SIDE EXTENSION (-i-O FORM GARAGE AND STQRE) 
MR HARDING 

%NTPxARY TO BOUNDARY POLICY AND WOULD SET A PRECEDENT I 

F/0553/97/ROC .4PPROVE 
WOODSTOCK 172 RAWRETH LANE RAWRETH 
ERECT TWO STORBYlGROUND FLOOR FRONT, REAR AND SIDE EXTENSIONS 
MR AND MRS S SERGEANT 

F10554/97iROC APPROVE 
22 JUBILEE CLOSE HOCKLEY 
GROUND FLOOR SIDE EXTENSION (CONSERVATORY) 
T HIGGS 

F/O560/97/RCC APPROVE 
7 WESTERN ROAD RAYLEIGH 
REMODEL BUNGALOW INCLUDING INCREASE IN RJDGE AND INCORPORATE 
DORMERS To LOFT VOID FRONT AND REAR EXTENSIONS DETACHED DOUBLE 
GARAGE 7-Q REAR 
GJ&SDPALMER 

Fl0562i911ROC APPROVE 
20 NELSON ROAD RAYLEIGH 
GROUND FLOOR REAR EXTENSION 
MR P MBTSON 

F/O567/97/ROC APPROVE 
29 SPA ROAD HOCKLEY 
NEW SHOPFRONT 
MRS M BARER 
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F/0570/97/RoC APPROVR -PROSPECTVILLAHAVANADRIVER4WRETH 
DELETE CONDITION 2 OF PLANNING PERMISSION REFERENCE ROC/O58/85 : 
(LIMIT ON RIDING TUITION IE. NO MORE THAN TWO PUPILS AT ANY ONE 
TIME)
GLAWRENCE 

F/0572/97/ROCAPPROVE
HANOVERGOLFCLUBHULLBRIDGEROADRAYLEIGH 
ERECISINGLESTOREYPI'ICHEDROOFEXTENSIONl-OCLUBHOUSE 

.HANOVBRGOLF&COUNTRYCLUB 

FlO575l97lROCAPPROVE 
134SHOEBURYROADGREATWAKERING 
FORMVEHICULARACCESSINCLUDINGDROPPEDKERBCROSSOVER 
MISSSTURNER 

FlO576l97fRoC APPROVR 
3WHITEHOUSECHASERAYLBIGH 
GROUNDFLOORSIDEEXTENSIONTOFRONT 
DSTEVENSESQ 

F/O581/97iRoCAPPROVE 
2BRAYERSMEWSROCHFORD 
ERECTSINGLESTOREYREAREXTENSION 
MRRCRAVEN 

F/0584/97/RoCAPPROVE
5HIGHMEADHAWKWELL 
ERECT SIDE FACING PITCH ROOF DORMERS (REVISED SUBMISSION 
FOLLOWINGAF'PLICATIONF/O449/%/ROC) 
NCARTER 

F10585/97fROCAPPROVE 
10MINSTERCLOSERAnEIGH 
REPLACE FLAT ROOF ON EXISTING GROUND FLOOR REAR EXTENSION WITH 
MONO-PITCHLEAN-TOSLOPINGROOF 
MREKANE 

F10594/97iROC.4PPROVR 
33 ALDERMANSHILLHOCKLEY 
GROUNDFLOORREAREXTENSION 4.
MRSRSTONE 

LB/O559/97lROCAPPROVE 
ROCHFORDHUNDREDGOLFCLUBHALLROADROCHFORD 
INTERNAL ALTERATIONS To FORM TOILET AND SHOWER FACILITIES IN 
EXISTINGSTORE 
ROCHFORDHUNDREDGOLFCLUBLTD 

LDClO454/97/ROCAPPROVE
256DAWSHEATHROADRAYLEIGH 
To ESTABLISH THE LAWFULNESS OF 1) THE RETENTION OF A 
CONSERVATORY, BOILER HOUSE, SINGLE STOREY SIDE AND REAR 
EXTENSIONS 'IO DWELLING; 2) THE CONTINUED USE OF AN EXISTING 
GARAGEASANCILLARYHABITABLEACCOMMODATI~N 
MRSPSCOTT 
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LDC10455/971ROCAPPROVE 
256 DAWS HEATH ROAD RAYLEIGH 
ESTABLISH THE LAWFULNESS OF 11 PROPOSED USE OF LOFT SPACE AS 
ADDITIONAL HABITABLE FLOOR ARiA 2) PROPOSED INSERTION OF ROOF 
LIGHTS IN Ri.iR ROOF PLANE 3) PROF’OSBD ERECTION OF GARAGE, GAMES 
ROOM & SWlhfMING POOL 
MRS P SCOTT 

.* 
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DELEGATED BUILDING REXWLATION DECISIONS 

a FWECTIONS 
18th December 1997 

PLAN 1 ADDRESS I DlXXiPTION 

BR 971400 43, FerndaIe Road Fast Floor Extensions 
Raylqh . 

BR 97/401 63, Broad WaIk Side & Rear Extension 
HockIey 

BR 971452 139, Greensward Lane Underpinning 
Hockley 

BR 971406 Plot 1, Adj. Endview New Dwelhng 
The Esplanade 
Hullbndge 

4 BR 971407 Plot 2, Adj . Endview New Dwelling 
The Esplanade 
Hullbridge 

BR 971410 182, Hockley Road New Dwelling 
RayIeigh 

BR 971385 8, Park Gardens Proposed Extensions & Alterations 
Hawkwell tq Form Elderly Relatives 

Accommodation 
l 

BR 971319 14, Hillside Road Rear Extension 
HockIey 

BR 971378 34, Weir Gardens Rooms in Roof 
RayIeigh 

BR 971389 Gusted Hall Side Extension & Detached Triple 
Gusted Hall Lane Garage 
HockIey 

.@ 
BR 971383 sk;in 21, Canute Close Proposed Detached House with 

Double Garage 



DELEGATED BUILDING RJTAXJLATION DECISIONS 

APPROVALS 
18th December 1997 

PLAN 1 ADDRESS I DESCRIPTION 

BR 97t393 62, Harewood Avenue Rear Dormer 
Rochford 

BR 971390 130, Shoebury Road Inter& Alterations, Roof Extension 
Great Wakering & Side Extension & Detached 

Garage 

BR 97l359A 16, Love Lane Rear Extension 
Rayleigh 

BR 971426 LwTPQ~ Removal of Internal Loadbearing 
The Avenue Wall 
Hullbridge 

BR 971391 7, W-m Road Proposed Rear & Front Single 
Rayleigh Storey Additions & New Roof 

BR 971459 65, Purle~gh Road Dormer on the Front & Rear 
Rayleigh Elevations 

BR 911425 6OB, Alexandra Road Kitchen Extension at the Rear of 
Great Wakering Dwelling 

BR 971399 Unit 6, Ptndeys Ind. Estate Fitting Out Works (M.F I ) 
Rochford 

BR 971369A Casa Mia Two Storey Rear Extension 
Common Road 
Great Wakering 

BR 971464 5, New England Crescent Conversion of Garage into Bedroom 
Great Wakering 

BR 97i465 29, Avondale Road Side Extension 
Rayleigh 

BR 971463 8, Crouch Meadows Convert Garage to Playroom 
Hullbridge 

BR 971438 12, Great Wkatley Road Second Storey Side Extension 
Rayleigh 

BR 971403 British Legion Smgle Storey Extension to Store 
London Road Room 
Ray leigh 

BR 971418 1, Shopland Hall Road Two Storey Rear Extension 
Rochford 

BR 971419 2, Shopland Hall Road Two Storey Rear Extension 
Rochford 

BR 97J436 21, The Crofts Front Single Storey and Side First 
Little Wakering Floor Extensions 

BR 971441 21, Brooklyn Drive Roof Conversion 
Rayleigh 



BR 971411 Adj. Amhurst 
Hillside Road 

Detached Ebngalow 

Rayleigh 

BR 971405 Profusion Promion of Mezzanine Floor 
T.A H. House 
Aviation Way 
Southend-on-Sea 


