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FULL COUNCIL – 28th OCTOBER 2004 	 Item 10 

LONDON 2012 OLYMPIC BID 

1	 SUMMARY 

1.1	 This report seeks Members’ backing to the Olympic Bid being prepared 
on behalf of London for 2012. 

2.	 INTRODUCTION 

2.1	 The Council has been approached by both Essex County Council and 
the East of England Regional Assembly seeking this Council’s support 
in connection with backing the London 2012 Olympic bid. 

DETAIL CONSIDERATIONS 

3.1	 The detailed attachments included at Appendix 1 provide 
documentation from both the County Council and the Regional 
Assembly in connection with the bid and requesting that it should be 
supported. At this stage, if Council agree to formally support the bid, it 
is proposed that this take the form of appropriate press releases, 
including an article in the Christmas edition of Rochford District 
Matters, and developing the appropriate linkages to the bid website.  
The cost of such activities will be minimal. 

RECOMMENDATION 

4.1	 It is proposed that the Council RESOLVES at this stage to pledge its 
support to the London 2012 Olympic bid. 

Paul Warren 

Chief Executive 

For further information please contact Paul Warren on:-

Tel:- 01702 318199 
E-Mail:- paul.warren@rochford.gov.uk 

Full Council 28 October	 10.1 
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Cover image: Members of the Airwalk display team show off their skills on a half-pipe, Heartsease Norfolk 
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Forward thinking 

Fit for the future 

Broxbourne in Lee Valley Park is the proposed venue for the white water slalom canoeing 

Weald Country Park is the proposed venue for the mountain biking 

Culture of learning 

Space for imagination 

Look to the East 

Rising to the challenge 

Backing the bid 
The East of England supporting London’s Olympic and Paralympic bid 

The Olympics belong in London. A love of sport and a 
belief in the Olympic ideal characterise our nation, and 
in the East of England we are proud to add our support 
to London’s bid to host the Games in 2012. 

London is our nearest neighbour. Every day 11% of our working 
population travels into the capital to do business. And in turn, the 
East of England is a destination for work and play for many Londoners. 

The East of England has so much to offer. It is culturally rich and scenically 
stunning; its transport networks link us to London and carry goods to and 
from the European mainland; our innovative businesses generate wealth 
surpassed only by the capital and South East; and we make a significant 
contribution to the cultural and artistic life of the UK. The East of England is 
a dynamic, forward-looking region which will see some of the most exciting 
and significant development planned for our country over the next decade. 
The population and the wealth of facilities are growing fast, yet still offering 
the best quality of life and the safest environment to be found. 

We believe that London is capable of hosting the most exciting and successful 
Games of the modern era; and we believe that the East of England has a 
significant and unique role to play in that success. The following pages set 
out our achievements and our ambitions for the next decade. 

We look forward to helping to bring the Olympics and Paralympics to London. 
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Main image: Stansted Airport from www.baa.com/photolibrary Essex 
Inset left to right: Lotus image courtesy of Group Lotus PLC Norfolk, Scroby Sands Wind Farm ©E.ON UK Norfolk 
Luton Life Museum Bedfordshire, Kings College Cambridgeshire, Students on campus Norfolk 
Bottom: Thames Gateway Bridge courtesy of TfL Essex 

Forward thinking 


Beneath the big skies of the East of England lies one 
of the UK’s most powerful and adaptable economies, 
with 390,000 companies turning over more than £81 
billion every year. Our region’s business profile is one 
of knowledge, imagination and enterprise, which places 
us in the ideal position to develop and lead the business 
and social opportunities of the coming decades. 

EasyJet, EMAP, GlaxoSmithKline, Greene 
King, Lotus and Tesco are just a few of 
the UK’s best-known companies based 
in the East of England. Attracted by a 
skilled workforce and operating in an 
innovative business environment, they 
appreciate the intellectual and creative 
space offered by the UK’s most dynamic 
and forward-thinking region. 

In the East of England, we invest in the 
future: our businesses have the largest 
expenditure on R&D in the country, and 
produce high-value goods, exporting more 
per capita than any other region in the UK. 
Biotech companies like Acambis, alongside 
some of the biggest names in computing 
and engineering, such as CSR and ARM, 
are leading the region into the 21st century, 
supported by thriving financial and business 
sectors and booming media, cultural and 
tourism industries. At the same time, inward 
investment in the region continues to rise, 
with 1,850 companies the calibre of 
Hitachi, Intel, Toshiba, Microsoft and 
General Motors recognising the benefits 
of the East of England. 

As our region grows, so does its capabilities 
and ambitions. Three of the four most 
important growth areas in the UK are in 
the East of England, and of these, 

Thames Gateway which incorporates 
South Essex is a Government priority for 
regeneration. This key area, which spans 
London, North Kent and the East of England, 
will benefit from massive investment as well 
as innovative policies in education, health, 
urban renaissance, transport, prosperity, 
leisure and the environment. With a plan that 
places culture, the arts, sport and business 
innovation at the heart of development, 
Thames Gateway South Essex will deliver 
an unprecedented quality of life for all those 
who live and work in the area. 

New institutions in Suffolk and Peterborough 
are being planned to join the ten expanding 
universities in the East of England, which 
include the world renowned universities of 
Cambridge and Cranfield. And new 
investment in infrastructure will add to the 
region’s pivotal importance as a transport 
hub to mainland Europe. Our seven major 
seaports already handle more than one half 
of the UK’s containerised traffic, and four 
international airports, including Luton and 
Stansted, serve business and leisure 
travellers both in the East of England and in 
London. The injection of £3.8 billion into the 
region’s road network, announced in 2003, 
will bring still more improvements in safety, 
speed and efficiency. 
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Main image: Cyclists taking part in the Slick and Knobbly event, Bury St Edmunds 
Inset left to right: ’s 300 miles of coastline Essex, 
Danny Crates competing in the Sydney Olympics Essex, Benwick Essex, 

goods and services, and as many as 40,000 

–

Isabel Newstead and Lloyd Upsdell to 
name a few – and we boast a number 
of nationally-important sporting facilities. 
In total, £131 million has been invested in 
the East of England by the Sport England 
Lottery Fund since 1995. 

The headquarters of British horseracing 

Sportspark in Norwich, which forms part of 
the English Institute of Sport East Network, 

first-class county cricket club in Essex, eight 

– space. 

and a vast network of public rights of way 
– –
of the most stunning and diverse landscapes 

have unrivalled access to a full range of 
outdoor pursuits. 

– ’s 

million members –

*General Household Survey 

Fit for the future English sport is riding high, and nowhere higher than in the East 
of England. Participation in sport and outdoor activities is greater 
today than ever, buoyed by regional successes across a range of 
sports and an intensive programme of investment and promotion. 
We are ready for the Olympics, and set to play our part in 
supporting London’s bid. 

Suffolk 
Part of the region

Cambridgeshire, Coastal Walk 
Broxbourne in Lee Valley Park is the proposed venue for the white water slalom canoeing Hertfordshire 

The East of England is an active region. 
More of us here take part in sport and 
active recreation, and more of us belong to 
health clubs than anywhere else in England*. 
We spend £1.2 billion annually on sports 

people are employed in sports-related 
activities. A host of internationally renowned 
athletes are from, live in or train in the region 
 Matthew Pinsent, Paula Radcliffe, Karen 

Pickering, Dean Macey, James Gibson, 

at Newmarket, the racing circuit at 
Snetterton, and the nationally renowned 

are all within the region. We compete at the 
highest level in professional sports with a 

professional football clubs including Norwich 
City in the Premiership, and Saracens, a 
premier league rugby union club. 

The region is also richly endowed with 
the rarest of all natural resources 
We have around 300 miles of coastline 
stretching from the Wash to the Thames 

 more than 15,677 miles  through some 

in the UK. From the Fens to the Broads, 
via long stretches of heritage coastline in 
Suffolk, to the Dedham Vale and the Chilterns 
Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty, people 

Yachting, cycling, rowing, running and 
walking are more popular than ever, and 
the natural environment itself attracts millions 
of visitors from within and from outside the 
region. We have no less than 46 National 
Nature Reserves and 569 Sites of Special 
Scientific Interest. And the RSPB  Europe
largest conservation charity, with over a 

 is headquartered in 
the East of England, where it also has its 
choicest and best-loved bird reserves. 
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Main image: The Forum Norfolk 
Inset left to right: , hat Factory , 
Ickworth House , Child playing in a park Norfolk Essex, 
Lowestoft Library , Hatfield House , Beaulieu Park Essex 

The East of England is diverse like no other 

and beaches, ports and science parks, fens 
’s 

celebrate this diversity in their collections and 

the East of England. A stunning landmark 
building, The Forum, built at a cost of £65 
million is a state of the art information hub 
for the people of Norwich and beyond. In 

has achieved enormous popular success, 

welcoming space, planned and developed 
hand in hand with its users, has become a 
focus for community activity as well as a 

museums with collections that span 
civilisations and millennia. The Fitzwilliam 

than half a million magnificent works of art 

collections and major city museums, 

importance, local collections also illuminate 

For example, the hat collection at Luton 

plaiting and hat industries, which have 
survived and even flourished over the 

and Tide Museum, imaginatively located in 

story of the town to life with vivid, sensory 

the history of the town and its industry 

the East of England by the Heritage Lottery 
Fund in the last ten years. 

’s outstanding cultural history 
brings millions of visitors each year to our 

gems, and with them an estimated £5 billion 
of income. But cultural entitlement belongs 
to all, and in the East of England we believe 

the heart of every community and essential 
to the wealth and wellbeing of both visitors 

Culture of learning 

Imperial War Museum Duxford Cambridgeshire Bedfordshire
Suffolk , East Anglian Film Archive 

Suffolk Hertfordshire

Steeped in atmosphere and peppered with unique historical and 
architectural treasures the East of England is at the heart of our 
nation’s heritage. It’s no surprise that the region’s universities, 
historic sites, museums, libraries and archives are amongst the 
best in the country. Not only do they offer fascinating perspectives 
on the past, but they are also increasingly important as gateways 
to services, opportunities and community participation. 

part of the UK. Picturesque villages, bustling 
market towns, cosmopolitan cities, broads 

and fields are all in the mix. The region
historic sites, museums, libraries and archives 

provide a sense of place and history that 
shapes our present and future. Libraries lead 
the way in lifelong learning, and in public 
access to learning through technology, and 
there are no better resources than those in 

Lowestoft, the new library and record office 

especially with younger users. This modern, 

storehouse of knowledge. 

The East of England has more than 200 

Museum in Cambridge alone houses more 

and antiquity. Alongside the many university 

with their works of national and international 

the economic and cultural life of the region. 

Museum chronicles the history of the straw 

decades. In Great Yarmouth, the new Time 

a Victorian herring curing works, brings the 

immediacy. You see, hear, and even smell 

through times of boom and bust, war and 
peace. Many of these cultural resources have 
benefited from the £191 million invested in 

Our region

museums, stately homes, and architectural 

that learning, the enhancement of personal 
skills, and easy access to information are at 

to the region and those who live here. 
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Main image: Sitooterie, Barnards Farm designed by Thomas Heatherwick Studios Essex

Inset left to right: Carlos Cruz-Diez Chromosaturation at firstsite Colchester Essex, 

Joel Schumacher and Cate Blanchett at the 23rd Cambridge Film Festival Cambridgeshire, 

Sainsbury Centre for Visual Arts Norfolk, Luton Carnival Bedfordshire


Space for imagination


Innovation and creative passion have always thrived in the 
East of England. Today, the region presents the broadest 
possible canvas of opportunity on which everyone can 
engage with the arts, or simply enjoy the exuberant 
diversity of entertainment on offer. This places us in an 
ideal position to contribute to the cultural festival that 
will accompany the 2012 Olympics. 

In the East of England, we nurture creative 
talent, constantly building on our artistic 
heritage, and we are proud to broadcast 
our excellence to an international audience. 
Years of investment in the material framework 
of the arts have been matched by a real 
commitment to the gifted individuals and 
organisations who make art happen. 

We already have some of the finest arts 
and entertainment venues in the country. 
The Sainsbury Centre for Visual Arts in 
Norwich is an outstanding collection of world 
art housed in Sir Norman Foster’s modernist 
masterpiece. Aldeburgh Productions in 
Suffolk is a beacon in contemporary music 
inspired by the Britten–Pears legacy. Here, 
a world class concert hall and an acclaimed 
annual festival enrich – and are enriched by 
– local community and educational 
outreach programmes. 

The tangible creative dynamism of the East 
of England is well known to the biggest 
players of the entertainment business. 
The region is home to no less than half of 
the UK’s film studios and production facilities. 
Hertfordshire alone has six studios that 
between them have housed some of the 
most popular films in history. Many of 
the world’s pioneering new media and 
e-business companies, such as Microsoft 

and Sony Computer Entertainment – are 
clustered around Silicon Fen in Cambridge. 

By 2012 the spotlight on arts and 
entertainment in the East of England 
will grow brighter still as a burst of new 
investment adds even more to the region’s 
cultural assets. The £100 million regeneration 
of Colchester, for example, will be 
spearheaded by the opening in 2007 of 
firstsite:newsite, a major new visual arts 
space. It will boast a huge range of facilities, 
such as creative spaces, conferencing and 
screening rooms, as well as retail and leisure 
environments. 

Our brighter cultural future depends on 
injecting passion for the arts into the next 
generation. Innovative projects like Creative 
Partnerships are already building strong 
relationships between schools and creative 
organisations, animating the national 
curriculum and widening the horizons of 
tomorrow’s creative thinkers. Over the next 
three years, more than £4 million will be 
invested in projects in Norwich, Basildon, 
Tendring and Thurrock to make culture 
more open to young people, inspiring them 
to contribute to our future, especially the 
growing knowledge economy. 
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Main image: Child playing in a park Norfolk 
Inset left to right: Sutton Hoo and mask unearthed at Sutton Hoo Suffolk, Denver Sailing Club 
Downham Market Norfolk, Newmarket Racecourse Suffolk, Mesmerics Silhouette Suffolk, 
Boating on the Broads Norfolk, Wicken Fen Cambridgeshire, Wheelchair Tennis Suffolk, 

Look to the East


The East of England is perhaps the single most diverse part of 
the United Kingdom. That’s part of what makes it so desirable 
for businesses and individuals looking for opportunity, for 
space, and for a safe and supportive environment in which to 
live and work. Our region has many strengths, and a generous 
spirit. Here are just a few reasons to look to the East. 

Birdwatching at Rye Meads Hertfordshire 

Space to breathe 
Our increasingly diverse population of 5.5 million

people is spread over almost 20,000 square

kilometres.


A great outdoors 
The region includes some of the UK’s best-loved 
natural gems and outdoor playgrounds. For example; 
The Norfolk Broads, Thetford Forest Park, Britain’s 
largest lowland pine forest, Suffolk Heritage Coastline, 
Epping Forest and Wicken Fen. 

A calendar of nationally significant festivals 
V Festival, Filmstock, The Cambridge Folk Festival,

The Aldeburgh and Snape Proms, Cambridge Film

Festival and the Norfolk and Norwich Festival are 

all in the region.


The Luton Carnival 
The biggest one day event in the UK. Its huge 
success has inspired the establishment of a 
multicultural Carnival arts centre in Luton. This 
£5.5 million state-of-the-art facility will help to develop 
carnivals and festivals throughout the nation. The 
opening of the centre in 2006 will create 17 full-time 
jobs and bring 6,000 more visitors to Luton each year. 

Passion for words 
The region is strongly associated with creative writing 
through UEA’s world class teaching, book festivals in 
Essex and Cambridge, and the innovative New Writing 
Partnerships programme. 

Investing in vision 
The East of England is a thriving region for film and

television production and is one of the most filmed

regions after London. The East has been host to

hundreds of productions and a stand in for settings 

all over the world from North Korean Paddy Fields 

to New York.


A reputation for performance 
Leading companies DanceEast and Britten Sinfonia 
are based in the region, and theatre venues, such 
as the New Wolsey in Ipswich, encompass the 
contemporary culture of the region. 

Huge diversity 
The region includes the suburban fringe of Greater 
London, medium sized industrial and commercial 
centres, ports and seaside resorts as well as large 
rural areas. 

Great connections 
There’s fast, easy access to London and the rest 
of the UK by road and rail, and to international 
destinations via the region’s sea and airports, 
which include Stansted and Luton. 

A thriving tourist industry 
The region attracts 16.5 million trips a year, which 
represents 66 million night stays. High-quality, locally 
sourced foods and some of the best bars and 
restaurants in the UK are just part of the attraction. 

A rich heritage 
Colchester, Britain’s oldest recorded town and the 
Anglo-Saxon site of Sutton Hoo are among the 
region’s ancient treasures. 

A strong entrepreneurial spirit 
With a significant proportion of new and 
fast-growing businesses. The East of England is 
one of the fastest growing economies in the UK. 

A cultured economy 
Cultural activity accounts for approximately 13% 
of the region’s jobs. Gross Value Added (GVA) in the 
media and cultural sectors is growing at nearly twice 
the national average, helping to create our strong 
regional identity. 
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Image below: Sun Run Norfolk 

GO-East 
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With thanks to: 

01603 612792 

This brochure has been produced by Living East. 

Living East is the cultural consortium for the 
East of England, one of the eight regional 
consortiums across the country. 

We work together as a combined voice on: 
• strategic cultural planning for the region 

• promoting the region’s culture 

• research and intelligence gathering 

• strategic social and regeneration projects 

Our belief is simple – culture improves the 
quality of life for everyone and has a significant 
impact on the social and economic prospects 
of the region. 

Living East 

Eastbrook 

Shaftesbury Road 

Cambridge CB2 2DF 

01223 372958 

www.livingeast.org.uk 

October 2004 

Cover image photographed by Keith Whitmore 

 East Anglian Daily Times 
Brian Puckrose www.naturesimages.co.uk 

Pages 10-11 Sitooterie at Barnards Farm photographed by Steve Speller 
The Forum and Luton Carnival photographed by Pete Huggins 

 Lynn News, Newmarket 

Arts Council England, COVER, East of England Development Agency, East of England Regional 
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English Heritage, E.ON UK Renewables, GO-East, Heritage Lottery Fund, Imperial War Museum 
Duxford, Lee Valley Park, Group Lotus PLC, Luton Borough Council, National Trust, Screen East, 
Sport England, Suffolk County Council, Transport for London, Universities and Colleges Sports Network. 

Designed and produced by Design Company  

Rising to the challenge


There is no better capital city than London, and no better 
venue for the 2012 Olympics and Paralympics. Hosting 
the Games will bring great challenges to the whole nation, 
as well as enormous rewards. In the East of England, 
we have all the resources and commitment needed to 
support London’s bid through every stage, as well as the 
keen desire to share in the success of an outstanding 
Games in 2012. 

With its commercial strengths, creative capabilities, and hardworking 
people, the East of England is an invaluable partner in London’s Olympic 
leap. Our positive outlook is delivering a bright future, and growth in 
population, diversity and quality of life will make our region ever more 
capable and desirable in the years to 2012. 

In the East of England, we possess the infrastructure and the skills to 
prepare and build for the Games, while our proximity to the capital, 
first rate transport links, accommodation, volunteers and support services 
make the region an ideal location for pre-Games preparation. Committed 
to sports and passionate about culture, we back London’s bid one hundred 
percent, and look forward to welcoming the Games in 2012. 

Hosting the Games would leave a valuable legacy of community 
achievement, participation and motivation that would last for 
generations to come. 
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