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17.1

UK YOUTH PARLIAMENT

1 SUMMARY

1.1 The Committee is recommended to consider whether it wishes to make
a grant of £100 towards the formation of a youth parliament or to
sponsor delegates to attend the proposed parliament.

1.2 The provision of a grant/sponsorship is not a statutory function.

2 INTRODUCTION

2.1 A request has been received from Unison that the Council consider
making a grant towards the formation of a Youth Parliament.
Information about the project is contained at the appendix to this report.

3 A FINANCIAL CONTRIBUTION OR SPONSORSHIP?

3.1 Unison has indicated that for a Council the size of Rochford, a grant of
£100 would be appropriate to reflect the Council’s commitment to the
project.  Alternatively, the Council may wish to consider making a sum
available to sponsor one or more delegates to attend meetings of the
Parliament.  At this stage it is envisaged that the Parliament may meet
three times year with at least one meeting taking place in London.  The
cost of sponsoring each delegate is therefore likely to be in the region
of £150 to cover travel and other out of pocket expenses.  Local
secondary schools could be invited to nominate one or more delegates.

4 CRIME AND DISORDER IMPLICATIONS

4.1 The project is aimed at involving young people in governance and
determination of issues of concern to them.  This involvement is in
accordance with the aims of the Council’s Community Safety strategy.

5 RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS

5.1 These are set out at 3.1 above. Given  the sums involved this could be
met by way of virement from existing  budgets provided that the
number of sponsorships is small. f

6 LEGAL IMPLICATIONS

6.1 The Council has power to grant aid projects that will have a benefit to
its residents.

7 RECOMMENDATION
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17.2

7.1 The Committee is invited to consider and to RESOLVE whether it
wishes to provide a grant or sponsor one or more delegates to the
proposed UK Youth Parliament.  (HAMS)

Andrew Smith
Head of Administrative and Member Services

______________________________________________________________

Background Papers:

Letters from Unison dated 28 March and 14 April 2000.

For further information please contact Andrew Smith on (01702) 318135
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The YPP web&e Is the ‘virtual’ site for the UKYP, and provides two key facilities in the initlal stage of 
planning and development for this ambitious project. 

. A consultative, and developmental, input programme to ensure that the structure and organisation 
of the UKYP Is an outcome of the wldest possib1.e consultation amongst all those whom It will 
represent 

. A faclllty to develop a series of web-conferences focused around the most important issues 
Identified through tha consultation process. 

Intwt Programme 
lhfs takl es the form of a questtonnalre. lf you wish to 
take part in the UKYP consultatton, lease first of all 
complete the free registration form. t s PI important that 
you do this so we wn butld a profile of users, which 
will be used to demonstrate the representativeness of 
Ule UKYP ‘voice’. Once you have completed the 
reglstratlon, do go on and ‘post’ your res onses to the 
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Web-Conferences 
Once the input pro 

c! 
remme consultation has been corn leted a series of web-conferences will be 

developed, centre on the top tlve key issues ldentlfie 8 ‘. as berng of most interest and concern. You will be 
free to take part in as many of these as you like, and the pu 

erspectives on these top& for wnslderatlon by delegates ‘p 
ose will be to refine and develop UKYP 
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o the first UKYP confarence which will be 

eld sometime in the year 2000. 

Up-to-date informatlon about progress of the UKYP can be found on the YPP newspanes 

http://www.ypp.org.ukkkyppibottom.html I la.3 1 l/04/00 
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An important message from Andrew Rowe MP: 
With your help, July 2000 will see the launch of the first ever 
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Citizenship education, Hational Grid for learning, Youth Service Rev&, Curfew; 
Tfuancq. ltfugs, Student fees, Teenage pregnancies, literacy hours. Emploqmeut. 

How should government consult young people? They 
happily change the laws In areas such as educatton and 
employmenJ or law and order, IO regulate the way young 
people Uve. but have no recognised mechanism for see@ 
young people’s views. 

Did you know? 

l Young people aged 1 O-20 comprise roughly 20% of the 
British population. 

l 25% of young people safd that they would not vme ln 
the 1992 General Electton - the hlghest abatention rate 
amongst all age groups. Thfs rose to 32% In the 1997 
Electlon (The Srifish Elecllon Study). 

l Only 12% of young people are qulte Interested in 
potlttcs 0994 8rirrsh .SocialAnl(vdes Survey. 

l 84% of young people do not belleve politictans ltsten to 
thelr concerns, and 79% do not belleva thelrlnterests 
are well represented In Partlament @itish Youfh Council 
Suruey, December 1997). 

*The average age of MPs in this Parliament Is almosl51. 

The 1994 Gulbenklan Foundation lnqulry ‘Effecttve 
Gwemment Structures for Children’ cfted strong evidence 
that children’s and young people’s alienatfon from polltlcs 
and democratic society Is growing: “Ihey lack the vote, or 
any direct political power. They play no signlftcant part In 
the polttlcal process and thelr views barely permeate 
cenual government: 

For the sake of a vibrant future democracy, our ‘mother of 
padlaments needs a way to hear the voice of the next 
generatfon. We all have an Interest In helpfng to create a 
Youth Padlament that wllh 

l Consult young people and take their views into account. 
0 Recognise their capactty to play a responsible part in 

l Promote their acttve partlclpatlon in cfvll society. 

The ffrst slttfng of the UK Youth Padlament In the summer 
of the year 2000 will create a Manifesto for Actlon that 
will be presented to the Cablnet and opposftton party 
spokesmen. The UK Youth Parlfament will ask that: 

l the manifesto be used across governmenl IO inform its 
dlscusslons and de&tons on all matlen that affect 
young people: 

v the government make a full response to the manifesto. 

The exact nature of the UKYP has yet to be determined. In 
the coming months as we prepare for the first slttlng of 
the Parliament, young people will have the chance to say 
jusl how they think It should be organised and run. We 
till use the webslte to develop discussfon about this, 
Including a developtng sedes of questtonnalres. How 
many wilt be Involved. how they will be selected, what age 
they should be and what subjects wttl be on the agenda . 
these and many other questfons are still to be decided. * ( 

“The Department for Education and Employment (DfEE) is pleased to be able to support the 
establishment of the UK Youth Parliament. The Government has acknowledged for some time, 
the need to include young people in the consultation process of making decisions, including 
young people in the role of government both focally and nattonally, and to encourage their 
participation in society as a whole - that Is why we are giving Increasing Importance to the 
teaching of Cltlzenship in schools. 

The DfEE ho,pes that by supporting the UK Youth Parliament, young people across England, 
. Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland will realise that their views matter and that their voice can..>- 

and will be heard by the decision makers. The UK Youth Parliament will give young people the 
opportunity IO develop an Intersest in both thelr own parliamentary system and wider community 
issues, whilst learning key skills in public speaking and presentatioo, debating, resource use and 
assisting in the development of self-esteem and confidence.” 

Charles Clarke Esq. MP The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for School Standards, OfEE 
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It is going to be a huge task IO organise one of the most unique events of Ihe millennium year. 8ut I am sure It is going to be a huge task IO organise one of the most unique events of Ihe millennium year. 8ut I am sure 
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you will agree that it is an exciting one. We need contacts, and the help of people with skills and experience. as you will agree that it is an exciting one. We need contacts, and the help of people with skills and experience. as “;i “;i 
well as financial support You can be involved by; well as financial support You can be involved by; ‘I ‘I 

l logging onto our website (see below): 
l adding your name in support of the UK Youth Parliament by wrilng. or by sending an e mail lo me at the 

address given below; 
l felling your colleagues, friends and contacts about the UK Youth Padlament by passing on their contact 

details to me; 
9 sending a donatlon however small towards our total costs of ~500.000 made out to the National Children’s 

Bureau ‘UK Youth Parliament Account’ (Charity No. 258825). 

Wherd we are at Our Website 

l We have the support of the DfEE and the main 
political partles. 

@There are a number of young people on the 
steering group that I chair. 

l We have our own website: http://www.ypp.org.uk, 
now live on line. 

*The UKYP will take place in the year 2000, 
Thursday 13th - Saturday 15th July. 

This will enable young people to contribute directly 
to the development of the parliament’s agenda. It will 
have Ave talkboards for virtual debates prior to Its 
first sitting The partlclpatton by the widest possible 
constituency of young people will be encouraged 
through the hypertext Inks on the web&e with the ! 
Natlonal Grid for Learning. The work af the 
parliament will also be linked to the CSE’s recently 
announced requirements for CitIzenship Education. 

The UK Youth Parllament already has the support of over 300 MPs and the folloting organisations: 

Article+12 _ British Youth Council 

ovemment . 

You can contact me, And&‘Rowe MP, and the Youth Parliament steering 
group, by post at the Haose of Commons; London, SWlA OAA, 
or by 9 mail at: ryanh@parllament.uk _’ 

Also, don’t forget to visit our website: http://www.ypp.org.uk 




