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ROCHFORD TOWN CENTRE ENHANCEMENT
SCHEME (Min 114/01)

1 SUMMARY

1.1 This report provides details of the public consultation exercise carried
out between 1st - 15th June 2001 into the proposals for the
enhancement of Rochford Town Centre and seeks Members'
agreement to the implementation of the scheme, subject to
amendments.

2 INTRODUCTION

2.1 A draft scheme for the enhancement of Rochford Town Centre was
considered by this Committee on 22nd March 2001.  The draft scheme
has now been subject to a public consultation exercise and details of
the responses are reported below.

2.2 The consultation exercise was carried out between 1st - 15th June and
the arrangements were followed to ensure wide publicity and
discussion of the proposals.  A copy of the consultation leaflet is
attached to this report as Appendix 1.

Consultation Arrangements
2.3 Leaflets were delivered to residents and businesses in the Town

Centre (South Street, West Street, East Street, North Street and Weir
Pond Road).  In addition:

• Leaflets and posters were placed in Acacia House and Rochford
Library

• The mobile unit was placed in Back Lane Car Park on Tuesday 5 th

June and in the Market Square on 14th June

• Leaflets were handed out to visitors to the Town on Tuesday 12th

June.

• A Press Release was issued at the start of the consultation and
there was coverage of the scheme in the local press and on the
radio.

3 RESULTS OF CONSULTATION

3.1 At the time of writing, 116 consultation responses had been received
from about 800 leaflets distributed.  These can be broken down as
follows:-
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Support scheme - 48%
Oppose scheme - 46%
Not stated - 6%

3.2 The consultation leaflet asked for comments on a reduction in the
maximum waiting time in the Market Square from one hour to thirty
minutes to help compensate for the reduction in the number of car
parking spaces.  Such a change would not, if agreed, apply to the
disabled spaces.  The response to this question was:-

Support reduction - 48%
Oppose reduction - 47%
Not stated - 5%

3.3 It is clear that there is no overall support or opposition to the scheme
emerging from the responses received.  The number of returned
questionnaires is somewhat disappointing given the significance of the
proposed changes to the town centre.  The responses from the
Rochford Market Operatives and a joint response from the Chamber of
Trade and the Amenities Society are included in these figures, though
these responses are discussed in more detail later in the report.

3.4 A series of Appendices to this report provide a more detailed
breakdown of the responses.

Appendix 2 - Oppose scheme and change  to waiting times

Appendix 3 - Oppose scheme but support change to waiting
times

Appendix 4 - Qualified opposition to scheme and changes to
waiting times

Appendix 5 - Qualified opposition to scheme but support
change to waiting times

Appendix 6 - Support scheme and change to waiting times

Appendix 7 - Support scheme but not change to waiting times

Appendix 8 - Qualified support for scheme and changes to
waiting times

Appendix 9 - Qualified support for scheme but not change to
waiting times

3.5 It is suggested that the key Appendix for Members to examine is
Appendix 4 which lists a series of suggestions for alterations to the
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Town Centre, as alternatives to the scheme as proposed.  The key
concerns seem to be as follows:-

• There should not be a reduction in the number of free parking
spaces available in the Market Square

• The scheme will not stop queuing in West Street

• There is no justification for the flow of traffic to be reversed

• The scheme will reduce the number of visitors to the Town.

3.6 However, it is also interesting to note that a number of those
respondents opposing the scheme as drawn actually suggested more
radical changes to the Town Centre, including pedestrianisation and
the removal of the taxi rank.

Rochford Market Operatives
3.7 The operators of the Tuesday Market raised concerns about the

implications of the scheme for the continuing viability of the market.  At
present, the Square offers the potential for 50 market stalls, but it is
understood that the average number filled tends to be 42-44 on a good
day.

3.8 There is concern that between 10 and 12 stalls might be lost if the
scheme was implemented in its current form.  However, discussions
have indicated that careful placement of street furniture and the
deletion of planters/trees would ensure that perhaps only two market
stalls would be lost.

3.9 The operators make several other suggestions about the form of the
scheme and a copy of their response is attached at Appendix 10 to this
report.

Rochford Chamber of Trade and Commerce
Rochford Hundred Amenities Society

3.10 A copy of the joint response from these organisations is attached at
Appendix 11.  The response provides qualified support from an
enhancement scheme, but raises a number of issues:

• Revisions to the positions of speed humps
• The need for pavements to be widened
• Any reduction in the maximum time for car parking
• The reduction in the number of spaces for car parking
• Queuing or car parking should be encouraged, not eliminated.
• The need to reverse the flow of traffic.

3.11 Whilst the response does indicate support for enhancement, it is clear
from the detailed comments that an enhancement along the principles
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of the draft scheme would not be possible if all identified concerns were
to be taken into account.

4 DISCUSSION

4.1 It is clear that there has been a mixed response to the scheme as
proposed.  Given the range of  changes proposed, it is not surprising
that this is the case.

4.2 Members will need to consider the following:-

• Whether the enhancement should proceed as per the proposed
draft scheme

• Whether the enhancement should proceed subject to amendments
to take into account some of the responses received

• The 'do nothing' option
• If a scheme is implemented, the justification for a reduction in the

maximum waiting time from 1 hour to 30 minutes

4.3 From the consultations received, one of the key issues, if a scheme is
to be implemented along the lines proposed, would be to ensure the
continuing viability of the Tuesday Market.  It is suggested that the
deletion of trees/planters and careful placement of street furniture
would ensure a minimum impact from the scheme on the Market.

4.4 It is considered that subject to minor amendment, the proposed
scheme is acceptable and should be progressed.  If Members do
support the scheme, the build phase will need to be carefully planned
to ensure the minimum disruption to traders and it is considered that
there should be no building work on Tuesdays to allow the market to
continue to operate.

5 ENVIRONMENTAL IMPLICATIONS

5.1 The key principle of the Town Centre Enhancement Scheme is to
achieve a better balance between pedestrian and vehicle usage of the
Market Square.

6 RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS

6.1 A budget of £100,000 is available for Town Centre enhancement.  In
addition, a grant may be available from English Heritage through the
Heritage Economic Regeneration Scheme.
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7 RECOMMENDATION

It is proposed that the Committee RESOLVES

That, subject to comments from Members on adjustments to the scheme,
arrangements be made to implement the Rochford Town Centre
Enhancement Scheme. (HOPS)

Shaun Scrutton

Head of Planning Services

______________________________________________________________

For further information please contact Shaun Scrutton on:-

Tel:- 01702 318100
E-Mail:- shaun.scrutton@rochford.gov.uk
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