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ROCHFORD TOWN CENTRE ENHANCEMENT
SCHEME (Min 114/01)
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SUMMARY

This report provides details of the public consultation exercise carried
out between 15t - 15" June 2001 into the proposals for the
enhancement of Rochford Town Centre and seeks Members'
agreement to the implementation of the scheme, subject to
amendments.

INTRODUCTION

A draft scheme for the enhancement of Rochford Town Centre was
considered by this Committee on 22" March 2001. The draft scheme
has now been subject to a public consultation exercise and details of
the responses are reported below.

The consultation exercise was carried out between 15! - 15" June and
the arrangements were followed to ensure wide publicity and
discussion of the proposals. A copy of the consultation leaflet is
attached to this report as Appendix 1.

Consultation Arrangements

Leaflets were delivered to residents and businesses in the Town
Centre (South Street, West Street, East Street, North Street and Weir
Pond Road). In addition:

Leaflets and posters were placed in Acacia House and Rochford
Library

The mobile unit was placed in Back Lane Car Park on Tuesday 5"
June and in the Market Square on 14" June

Leaflets were handed out to visitors to the Town on Tuesday 12"
June.

A Press Release was issued at the start of the consultation and
there was coverage of the scheme in the local press and on the
radio.

RESULTS OF CONSULTATION

At the time of writing, 116 consultation responses had been received
from about 800 leaflets distributed. These can be broken down as
follows:-
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Support scheme - 48%
Oppose scheme - 46%
Not stated - 6%

The consultation leaflet asked for comments on a reduction in the
maximum waiting time in the Market Square from one hour to thirty
minutes to help compensate for the reduction in the number of car
parking spaces. Such a change would not, if agreed, apply to the

disabled spaces. The response to this question was:-

Support reduction - 48%
Oppose reduction - 47%
Not stated - 5%

It is clear that there is no overall support or opposition to the scheme
emerging from the responses received. The number of returned
guestionnaires is somewhat disappointing given the significance of the
proposed changes to the town centre. The responses from the
Rochford Market Operatives and a joint response from the Chamber of
Trade and the Amenities Society are included in these figures, though

these responses are discussed in more detail later in the report.

A series of Appendices to this report provide a more detailed
breakdown of the responses.

Appendix 2 - Oppose scheme and change to waiting times

Appendix 3 - Oppose scheme but support change to waiting
times

Appendix 4 - Qualified opposition to scheme and changes to
waiting times

Appendix5 - Qualified opposition to scheme but support
change to waiting times

Appendix 6 - Support scheme and change to waiting times

Appendix 7 - Support scheme but not change to waiting times

Appendix 8 - Qualified support for scheme and changes to
waiting times

Appendix9 - Qualified support for scheme but not change to

waiting times

It is suggested that the key Appendix for Members to examine is
Appendix 4 which lists a series of suggestions for alterations to the
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Town Centre, as alternatives to the scheme as proposed. The key
concerns seem to be as follows:-

There should not be a reduction in the number of free parking
spaces available in the Market Square

The scheme will not stop queuing in West Street
There is no justification for the flow of traffic to be reversed

The scheme will reduce the number of visitors to the Town.

However, it is also interesting to note that a number of those
respondents opposing the scheme as drawn actually suggested more
radical changes to the Town Centre, including pedestrianisation and
the removal of the taxi rank.

Rochford Market Operatives

The operators of the Tuesday Market raised concerns about the
implications of the scheme for the continuing viability of the market. At
present, the Square offers the potential for 50 market stalls, but it is
understood that the average number filled tends to be 42-44 on a good
day.

There is concern that between 10 and 12 stalls might be lost if the
scheme was implemented in its current form. However, discussions
have indicated that careful placement of street furniture and the
deletion of planters/trees would ensure that perhaps only two market
stalls would be lost.

The operators make several other suggestions about the form of the
scheme and a copy of their response is attached at Appendix 10 to this
report.

Rochford Chamber of Trade and Commerce

Rochford Hundred Amenities Society

A copy of the joint response from these organisations is attached at
Appendix 11. The response provides qualified support from an
enhancement scheme, but raises a number of issues:

Revisions to the positions of speed humps

The need for pavements to be widened

Any reduction in the maximum time for car parking

The reduction in the number of spaces for car parking
Queuing or car parking should be encouraged, not eliminated.
The need to reverse the flow of traffic.

Whilst the response does indicate support for enhancement, it is clear
from the detailed comments that an enhancement along the principles
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of the draft scheme would not be possible if all identified concerns were
to be taken into account.

DISCUSSION

It is clear that there has been a mixed response to the scheme as
proposed. Given the range of changes proposed, it is not surprising
that this is the case.

Members will need to consider the following:-

Whether the enhancement should proceed as per the proposed
draft scheme

Whether the enhancement should proceed subject to amendments
to take into account some of the responses received

The 'do nothing' option

If a scheme is implemented, the justification for a reduction in the
maximum waiting time from 1 hour to 30 minutes

From the consultations received, one of the key issues, if a scheme is
to be implemented along the lines proposed, would be to ensure the
continuing viability of the Tuesday Market. It is suggested that the
deletion of trees/planters and careful placement of street furniture
would ensure a minimum impact from the scheme on the Market.

It is considered that subject to minor amendment, the proposed
scheme is acceptable and should be progressed. If Members do
support the scheme, the build phase will need to be carefully planned
to ensure the minimum disruption to traders and it is considered that
there should be no building work on Tuesdays to allow the market to
continue to operate.

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPLICATIONS

The key principle of the Town Centre Enhancement Scheme is to
achieve a better balance between pedestrian and vehicle usage of the
Market Square.

RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS
A budget of £100,000 is available for Town Centre enhancement. In

addition, a grant may be available from English Heritage through the
Heritage Economic Regeneration Scheme.
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7 RECOMMENDATION
It is proposed that the Committee RESOLVES
That, subject to comments from Members on adjustments to the scheme,

arrangements be made to implement the Rochford Town Centre
Enhancement Scheme. (HOPS)

Shaun Scrutton

Head of Planning Services

For further information please contact Shaun Scrutton on:-

Tel:- 01702 318100
E-Mail:- shaun.scrutton@rochford.gov.uk
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.b’m'l}‘mm teirn I oveoats restone, pags 1

%x@ im%ﬂ %w‘mﬁ @ﬁﬁm&tm %ataﬁ@

‘ 5% June 2001.
Dieps Shaun,

o Wrwwnmmwwm

Lest Monday mrmmﬁm&mml@mmkmmmoﬂumfbm%:
cmnhmdr@qms:m mnﬁyuwndmdybmt Ihmhmukcdbymgmmwmmm
expressing thaiy reactions,

Wn“mnnngreadm&nmtrﬂlmhm tentizl, ahd most of the cunmmadmltm
% Thew is no doubt that gur tovai tenowds sodie gention, an t!;putinbyyouand
meups:apmcmfcd. There @t o num dfmmmhmmmﬂdmmmm
1. The spée Wd wﬂncngarm!aviesismrughtbm:.wtfoel.ﬁombemgmov&émthe
wuswmendof!he Square,-m line with @’ MGmrmwggdnwuthcntstcmade and a second
hunp testalled ntﬂre;uncihnmthﬂackLm These humps 50 placed wynid g:vebwgrfnﬂmtym pedﬁma
whilst makin gspcedugdownthckmﬂwf“’eamtlmwumu
2. Vhilst widening of 81 the soulbistn bonadary ofﬂqumn.nsdei‘ sﬁ'cdf
f&eiLh.-lilmutmﬁﬁfulﬂnt&mnshwmdfmwwﬁcﬂmmmmherthrws!d the
Square mﬁmudomwhnwnﬁn&rﬂjmwuldsuﬁicc
3. The reduction in parking time from noe koo to th m:ataamurcomem Thmisnodmbtthmmc
1agdecs o owr town are barely surviving; the slighis Inevenne coukd well mekn the differcnes bbweon
and collape. Wb’luummmuunm rmght sam int thady o banclit waders mﬁmmennmbcrut‘m
wsinnuhaﬁqmmwmﬂ.& 1 practice it is felt faat thers is simply not <nough tima for ok to-perk,
call anacmq:»le af'shopa wnd behp:.ﬁ: mt!mrm weithan thirty minutes The sugpestion that
@;’ ck Lans cir patk again sounds nsble, but shoppes tend 0. iy to park close to thetr
snnauonand.fwcdmmluvmgwusu mmbmmad:mnceamy,mllsmplydﬁvcsmgn
qut. Such glépm be mote : 10 ust Ibe Beck Lans facitity were the first thiry minwes

4'Ihcscﬁouxrtdumouinﬁnumbam‘pukﬁlgsmmﬁhuﬁmSquarusonrcﬁhermm .
large reduction is inevitably going w hir e town contre yndes the fewer- e rumbér of 5} sahjeto'gnm
?&‘gb shop, th:fnmr the tmding done. Once agam, u'adcﬂ fm & drop of sufficient mzs w3
“Gcidentalty, we all uesnmadﬂzefanomlabcbmdﬁu provision of ¢y o spaces. 'I'hmm:ym!lben
nﬂ:dfofﬂmtmanytaﬂsmbmnhandmm&mningw‘mwodd lhmsmlmecqsc 7 ke oy,
would be ndénuate, - If inore 1xi drivers wish to be oa oo vk inm gm"’
sumc erk elst e be oufied Forward a8 oeeded - after all, ihey ere ofl mn.rhamntm th their bace: The
RivmldeEHnms;ui:ag;MMndutpomhiewmﬂMﬂBMMnfm hmﬁmdyxrdsufﬁruﬂqwe. '
'i‘irlhn: ta buith. itemns 3 asid 4 abows, 1018 55 uannhntdmmgthe:makmmsm&r:niwasclo
u%auﬁm nndmtmlucnlsholius? & minor detour;. The Squam was
aw.u e, 03 as Bac Lme.'z’etlheSpasio[eaawaZ‘gX drop in trace during that week
5 Theplan wmwﬂegtmhumalm&ﬂmm:m hhumcmpﬂmonmlhwﬁtmmﬂ prezent,; and
it Yarks any dimensions. - Thus we wete unsble to ealca!m by oow much the markes lace wil) shrh:.:, 254
how much stalt space wilk be losi on markec diya. Some Teosstrants on this ke world e hat
that he revised layoe is intentionally s 1% mwevest shapets ST pundizg <2 owwk dn ike
0 ciug, rmwm ihchcrc"s CormesMarke Sﬂugﬁtr,.*c ikt u"?w Pii
(== vi 0

¥ oo Lamiare T3] BTy
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Feasmord Town Cair Togrovanents nispanse, i 2
8. Thiee s one specific issue on witich e foel singulasly agmieved, Beryl Webb of this Sosicty received he

copies of your sitdy pﬂd;;lg on Satueday 3% Tioed T Jehenn of the Chamber of Trede raceived His on Moudu;j
4", The paper demandad rasponges by Friday 15", less thini two weeks lavef: You wiil be well sware thet 3t
takes fime t0o %t wy mertings of intessseed parties :Yor those fanies 1o agiee oft £ response, end fon diat response
1ot typed and submitted. Qisr saeeling ¢t Moody gt sctinlly finished af 1630, 1 thep sathm wrote this
Jutier, I delivered coples of it by hiand to all the peopls whe wore ot our mesting as I needed theli agreement 1o
whet 1 had written; they hadmmnsidcrmn{f] By wanﬁ?f md}u§tbeu comnents; 1 then produted a
revistd dmft und dgain soupht thefr zgreement S All thix before T gould send the Ietter 1o yon. What adds to pue
muyance i the kngwlsdss that the Town Centre Sindy-Croup Jast inst i Janusry, h ek your offics
Ties biad five soonths m ‘hﬁ;ht_qpmpn,m)wstudypap:g ' o :

HumE:hr -Bauicr, the newly-appointed Chafrman of the Chamber of Trade, very recemly vecsived s fan
Fram Cl V?Q-meh Eolhﬂ*ingmﬁz&qn Clir Lench had had with you, shiting thar this corment consultatior
is mﬂgm&mly the first; thers will be &t lewst two inare before any: fined siectsmn;n‘,m-_-mgda CTHS ol
conimadicts the tmor of your peper, which said responsés must be with you by Juze 15™ to go W the Council v

its sieeting in July for final saceimens, hes allowing work to'start “in e sutman ™ Wa are' mare. tharva ige
confised as to whaf is actual yhﬁmm o, when: gy Gmal decisioos will be miads, and what oppartuntiies fo
input ot QUr two organisations witl by providad? ) ) )
9. Finally, we arc concemed over the futtis of the Town Centre Stody € It has met precious few dme
over the pust Iwo years, will &t wind up-coce the £100.000 has besh st and the improvements completed, o
wall it continus @ offict to monitor fsture chinges? If it does cnrmnuﬂoffmagm we consider could be ¢
belpfid inpur into focal affirs, we wosld hope it is %md up more o, lerested bodiss. As currently forméc
ihete scoms f be n very fargs number of stungil — be fr district or amn%y ~ pfficials and members, wheren:
ofher bodies aot dirently conneeted with ciiter council have besn effectively gide-Tiped, _ . ]

To summasise: wiilst we quits like many of e changes mpgested, there is like which will assist the
trading potential of th tawn. These proposals miay well iniprove the envirorment snd s attragtivincss bu
they reduce the facility for visitors doving Info {t, " S }

It was noted thet the study paper borg the ‘waine of = fim of copsultants, We would fmaging that that Grg
pifered & number of options gnd alternafives, vei we ame ﬁ‘}'&._a vackaee om an “gll o uﬂ?;;_ ng, begia It woul
heve bean hielpfud wero those odier sugsections awde availabila to tis priot-to our ¢onsidening the séheme,

These comuments are Inlanded ta be considesd posuiyely snd. v hops thist, thers is sull the o ity b
make chﬂ!ﬁto;wim we bivadly consider 1o bg f h-enéﬁgi.'il sehemic, %.ﬁch‘ti)ﬂi'tqmﬁ,blﬂg 1] ‘Ecﬂ‘gp
LRochford Maket Square aud its summoundinge: - .

John Sinton

O behalf of the REAS & RCT&C,

3 Leicester Avenue,
Rochiord. 554 1)L
QITOL- 535470
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