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ESSEX MUNICIPAL WASTE STRATEGY - UPDATE

1 SUMMARY

1.1 The purpose of this report is to update Members of the current situation
in relation to the development of the Joint Waste Management Strategy
for Essex and in particular, to provide details of the proposed
framework for developing the final strategy.

2 INTRODUCTION

2.1 The Waste Management Advisory Board (WMAB), of which Rochford
is a Member, has been overseeing the creation of a Joint Waste
Management Strategy for Essex, Southend and Thurrock.

2.2 As detailed in previous reports to this Committee, Environmental
Resources Management Consultants (ERM) were commissioned to
produce a draft strategy and the firm of Weber Shandwick were
commissioned to undertake an extensive consultation process across
the County on the draft document.

2.3 This consultation process finished on 30 November 2002, since which
time Weber Shandwick have presented their analysis of the responses
to the WMAB.

2.4 During this process, all of the Local Authorities were asked to give their
response on which of the suggested options was their preference, in
principle.  At the meeting of this committee on 7 November 2002,
Members agreed to support, in principle, option one, which included a
recycling target of 60% and fitted with the Council’s current policy of
non-incineration.

3 STRATEGIC FRAMEWORK

3.1 Since the consultation process has been completed, a two day
workshop was held for senior officers from all the District / Borough  /
County and Unitary Authorities in Essex.  The purpose of the workshop
was to discuss the ways in which the draft strategy and feedback
received, could be further developed into a final strategy that included
practical methods of managing the County’s waste.
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3.2 As a result of these discussions, the following key elements have been
suggested and adopted in principle by the WMAB, to form the
framework from which the final strategy will be produced.

§ Waste minimisation and waste avoidance.
§ Education and awareness.
§ Recycling and recovery objectives.
§ Review of markets.
§ Review need for waste transfer stations.
§ Review need for material recovery facilities / bulking stations

(MRF’s).
§ Development of composting facilities.
§ Proposals for the management of residual waste.
§ Detailed assessment of potential costs and economic assessment

of the long-term opportunities.
§ Area solutions.
§ Timetable.

3.3 Appendix One provides further details of each of these key elements
that form the framework and the key statements that have been
supported by the WMAB, for inclusion in the final strategy.

3.4 The process of adopting this framework is currently being proposed in
all the Waste Collection and Unitary Authorities in Essex.  It must be
emphasised that this is not the final strategy that Members are being
asked to adopt but it is the framework and a process from which the
detailed final strategy can be prepared for future approval.

4 ENVIRONMENTAL IMPLICATIONS

4.1 The implementation of an effective Waste Management Strategy can
significantly impact on the environmental conditions that exist within the
District.

5 RECOMMENDATION

5.1 It is proposed that the Committee RESOLVES

That Members consider the contents of this report and agree to adopt
the detailed framework that is proposed for developing the final Joint
Waste Management Strategy for Essex.  (CD(F&ES))
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Roger Crofts

Corporate Director (Finance & External Services)

______________________________________________________________

Background Papers:

None.

For further information please contact Jeremy Bourne on:-

Tel:- 01702 318163
E-Mail:- jeremy.bourne@rochford.gov.uk
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