
COMMUNITY SERVICES COMMITTEE Item 13 
– 30 September 2004

PETITION FOR SKATEBOARDING FACILITY –GREAT 
WAKERING 

1 SUMMARY 

1.1 This report advises Members of the receipt of a petition signed by 195 people, 
requesting support for a skateboarding facility in Great Wakering. 

2 INTRODUCTION 

2.1 A number of young people in Great Wakering have set out to gain support for 
the provision of a skateboarding facility in Great Wakering, by collection of 
signatures on a petition. 

2.2 A copy of the petition is attached as Appendix A 

3 EXISTING FACILITIES IN GREAT WAKERING 

3.1 Members may be aware of the Council’s expenditure in recent years to 
provide additional facilities in Great Wakering. The list includes: 

� The new senior playspace built in 2001/02 in Morrins Close. 
� The new infant playspace in Glebe Close. 
� Refurbishment of the playspace in the High Street, including additional 

funding from the Cory Environmental Trust, gained through installation of 
disability compliant equipment 

3.2 Consultation with Great Wakering Parish Council 

3.2.1 When Great Wakering High Street playspace was identified as a priority in 
2003/04, officers wrote to the Parish Council on 21 January 2004asking 
whether the rolling programme should address the issue of skateboarding, 
and identifying that this would require additional financial support from the 
Parish (up to £15,000), and public consultation on the location of such 
facilities. A negative response was received from the Parish Clerk verbally. 
The Parish Council was unable to provide financial support to a level that 
would finance a skateboarding park. 

4 CRIME AND DISORDER IMPLICATIONS 

4.1 Skateboarding facilities do contribute to the provision for older youths in a 
positive manner, although location of such facilities is critical in relation to 
those who are likely to be near neighbours. 
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5	 RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 

5.1	 The annual capital provision for playspaces is used for refurbishment of 
playspaces, as and when they become due for renewal. Playspaces are 
chosen on the basis of risk assessment. At present there is no budget 
provision for additional playspace provision such as skateboarding in Great 
Wakering. 

5.2	 If Members wished to support additional skateboarding provision, appropriate 
sites would first need to be identified and costings obtained. A bid could then 
be made for funds during the budget process. 

6	 RECOMMENDATION 

6.1	 It is proposed that the Committee RESOLVES 

To note the petition and consider skateboarding in terms of Council priorities 
for the future 

Roger Crofts 

Corporate Director (Finance & External Services) 

Background Papers:-

None. 

For further information please contact David Timson on:-

Tel:- 01702 318110 
E-Mail:- david.timson @rochford.gov.uk 
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