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MINUTE INDEX 1982

ALLOTMENTS
Competition 1982
ANGLIAN WATER AUTHCRITY
Liaison Meeting
AUDIT
Audit of Accounts 1980/81
cash in Transit/Cash Collection

Final Audit 1981/82
Audit and the Policy Maker

305, 570

179, 556

230, 231, 351
649
649
T46



BORQUGH STATUS
BUILDING CONTROL
Building Regulations 1976 - Revlsed fee structure
BULLWOOD HALL, HOCKLEY
BUSES

Ferry Road/Pooles Lane, Hullbrldge -
Improved facilities

Hilltop ¥Farm Estate

Service 65 - Ashingdon-South Fambridge link

Services 4C and 8A 'Cross District!

Bus Timetables

649

519
654

37, 325
324, 518
324, 518
324, 518

523
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CAR PARKING

Websters Way Car Park - Sponsored Dog Jog 55
Castle Road Car Park - Band Practice 57, 448
Castle Road - Sale/lease of land 345, 368, 534, 640
Staffing Structure 437
Christmas Amnesty 440
Rayleigh Market - Antiques Fair 441
Websters Way Car Park - Band Practice 448
Ashingdon Road Car Parking 41, 138, 202, 624, T14
Christmas Amnesty 651
Supermarket Trolleys 430, 685
The Approach Car Park T34
Weekly Season Tickets - The Approach Car Park 735
Charges 743
Transferable Tickets 743

CARAVAN SITES ACT 1960

Brandy Hole Yacht Station, Pocles Lane, Hullbridge 98
Unauthorised Caravan on land adjoining 'The Olive Branch'
Magnolia Road, Hawkwell 585
Site Licence 2 - Crouch Caravan Park 590
Site Licence Condition - Distance between caravans 591
266 Plumberow Avenue, Hockley 669
CHARGES
Bowls 25, 152, 242
Rayleigh Civic Suite 58
Housing Rents 69
Guest Rooms - OAP units a1
Rochford Falr - charges 116
Hackney Carriage Licensing fees 127
Clements Hall Phase III. Scale of charges 243
The Freight House Community Centre 701
Annual Review - 1983/84 743
CHRISTMAS LIGHTS 651, 661
CIVIC PRIDE 264, 295, 309, 327, 343

352, 371, 388, 396, 413
CLEMENTS HALL SPORTS CENTRE

Phase 1II - Progress 30
Phase IV 62, T4, 437, 705
Proposed Swimming Gala - 2/10/82 114
Snooker Exhibiltion and Demonstration Evening 191
Official Opening 230
Phase III - Charges 243
Phase IV - Maln surface water dralnage works 418
Bar Arrangements 509
Quarterly Report 604,700

Liquor Licensing 705



O

COMMITTEES AND REPORTS OF

Roach Valley Conservation Zone

- Group of Representatives 38, 128, 203, 425, 612
Joint Staff and Safety Panel 52, 140, 636
Jolnt Works and Safety Panel 53, 145, 342, 661, 636, 729
Cycle of Meetinga 1982/83 70, 239
Keep Britain Tidy group - see card of that title
Hackney Carriage Panel 127, 522, 662, 708
Highways Agency Panel 145
Rochford Computer Panel T42
District Plan Working Party 717
Appointments Panel 549, 739
Chairman's Panel 62, 230, 351, 549, 649, 739
Audit Panel 62, 230, 351, 649
Community Centres Panel 62, 1351, 549, 739
Annual Appeintments 254 ~ 260
Action Panel for the Disabled 354, 551
Planning Services Committee - 24th June

1982 - Inguest 457, 469
Appeals Panel 538, 643
Housing Benefit Appeal Panel b36, 548
Bssex Games Steering Committee 415, 449, 739

COMMUNITY CENTRES

Revlsed Strategy for 549

Rayleigh Grange
Charges 25, 357
Liquor Licence 62, 549, 705
Provision of Club facilities 35+
Administration/Management of 549G
Community Association 549
Management Committee 741

Rochford Community Centre - The Freight House
Develcopment of 62
Deemed Consent 62
Progress 351
Management of 549
Supplementary Capital Estimate 549
Withdrawal of Rochford Parish Council 557, 739, 758
Scale of Charges 701
Liquor Licence 705
Management Committee 741

Great Wakering
Development of 62, 351, 549, 739

COMPULSORY IMPROVEMENT .. see Unfit Houses
CONCESSIONARY SCHEMES

Revised Conditions 731
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CONFERENCES

County Social Services/District Councils 13, 174
ADC Planning Committee - out of town meetings 39
An Alternative to a Work Study Bonus Scheme -~ Seminar 66
Hazardous Waste Disposal 104
National Housing and Town Planning 146
Environmental Health Congress 1982 17T
CIPFA, Harrogate 1982 357
ADC Annual Meeting and Conference 1982 358, 443
Institute of Housing 1982 39
Town & Country Planning Association -

Weekend School for Councillors 520
Rating & Valuation Associlation 639
Contracting Out 653, 745
London & South East Regional Planning 721

CONSERVATION GRANTS

Prieats House, Ashingdon Road, Rochford 168, 215, 232
2 Weir Pond Road, Rochford 168
Gore House, Ballards Gore, Stambridge 168
53 West Street, Rochford 168
Women's Institute Hall, Rochford 168
309 Ferry Road, Hullbridge 168
4 Church Road, Barling Magna 378
21 West Street, Rochford 378
2 Chase Cottages, East End, Paglesham 378
67-69 West Street, Rochfiord 378
3-15 South Street, Rochford 378, 382
Grants Scheme 521
26 South Street, Rochford 476
Halesville Cottage, Ballards Gore,Canewdon 476
21 West Street, Rochford 476
Glebe Farm, Barling 476
CONTRACTS

Aged Persons Grouped Flatlets,

High Street, Great Wakering - lift 498
Mill Lane Pump Station reconstruction 498
Pooles l.ane, Section 16 Soil Sewer 498
Public Conveniences, Southend Road, Hockley 593
Refuse Sacks 684
Keswick Avenue Foul Sewer 684
The Esplanade Foul Sewer Replacement 684

CONTRAVENTIONS

See Town & Country Planning - Contraventilons
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COUNCIL PREMISES

SEE ALSO+ Community Centres
Clements Hall
Park Sports Centre
Wakering Sports Centre

Mill Hall

Staff Car Park 52
Energy Conservation 62
Rochford 0ld People's Day Centre 233
Purchase of 17 South Street, Rochford 246, 362, 442
1"Barringtons? Council Offices, Rayleigh 247
19 London Hill, Rayleigh 248
Refurbishing Exterior Elevation of Council

Offices at 3-15 South Street, Rochford 378, 382, 433
Dutch Cottage, Crown Hill, Rayleigh 438, 465, 550
Public Conveniences, Southend Road, Hockley 492, 542, 593
Grant Aid - 17 South Street, Rochford 641
Offlice Extension, Council Offices 649
Goods left in Councll Buildings 673
Depot -~ Cleansing Standards 729

COUNCILLORS

Councillor E V Maton 1
Visats to Low Cost Homes 12
Royal Garden Parties 158
Members' Room - Press 230, 355
Correspondence 452

Support Services 649
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DEEMED PLANNING CONSENTS

Rawreth Playing Field L, 22, 64, 78
Rochford Community Centre - The Freight House 62
36 Pulpits Close, Hockley 280, 474, 483
Computer Centre Accommodation -

Portakabin for Audit 362, 373, 383
17 South Street, Rochford 362, 472, 553
Park Sports Centre - Alterations 417, 46G, 504
Mill Hall - Office Extension 310
BMX Track - Grove Road Open Space 411, 472, 504
Temporary Pavillion, Gt. Wakering Playing Field 472, 504
Publie Conveniences, Scuthend Road, Hockley 492, 542, 575
Clements Hall Phase IV ~ Re-alignment of

Tennis Courts 739

DELEGATION SCHEME

Scrap Metal Dealers - Exemption Orders (DLS/DHH) 176
Increase in rate of Intermediate and Repairs

Grants (DHH) 282
Recovery of Rates - Authorised Officers 339
Matters which will not admit of delay (CE) 361
Historic Building Grants (DTP) 521
Building Preservation Notices (DLS ) 650
Public Entertainment Licensing {(DLS) 673
Public Entertalnment Licensing - Authorised Officers 673
Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1982 673
Unified Housing Benefits 760

DIRECT LABOUR ORGANISATION

Setting up 455
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ECCLESIASTICAL PARISHES

Ashingdon & South Fambridge - Proposed Unicn T40

ELECTIONS

May 1982 - Results

EMPLOYMENT, INDUSTRIAL AND COMMERCIAL

DEVELOPMENT INITIATIVES

258

238, 290, 304, 322, 340
353, 372, 390, 502, T30

Matchbox, Rochford 544

Semlnar 730, 748
ESSEX COUNTY COUNCIL

Administrative Alterations . 363
ESTIMATES

Expenditure Targets 1982/83 62

Capital Programme 1982/83 62, 68

Energy Conservation 62

Rechargeable Works 62

Capital Programme 1981/82 - Other Services Block 67

Mill Hall - Alterations 310, 338

Housing Investment Programme 530

Site Investigaticn - School Site, Great Wakering 727

Fencing - Nobles Green Culvert 727

Computer Panel Th2

Crouch Harbour Authority Thi
ESTIMATES - VIREMENTS

From To Amount

Pembroke House Grested Court £7,000 300, 337

Central Heating Central Heating

Castle Hall Mill Hall £12,000 310, 338

Refurbishing Alterations

Conservation Admin.Bldgs. £5,160 382

Grants Repairs

House Purchase Aged Persons £50,000 132

Loeans

Alarm Schemes
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FOOP HYGIENE

Contravention - Vehicle Reg. WHK 768W
Training Course
301 Ferry Road, Hullbridge

FOOTPATHS

Council Policy

Purdeys Industrial Estate

Diversion of 4 (Hawkwell) & 32 {Rochford)
Diversion of 41 Doggetts, Rochford

St. Peter's Road, Hockley

Unadopted Footpaths

Diversion of Footpaths 4 and 7 (Rayleigh)
Management and Protection of Public Rights of Way

319,

15
394
679

126
317
318
613
621
710
711
723



GRANT & LOAN REQUESTS

Hullbridge Community Association

Chelmsford Cathedral

Priests House, Ashingdon Road, Rochford 168, 215,
Pitsea Land-f111 Site, Scientific Investigations

St. Nicholas Church, Great Wakering - Tower Appeal

Kennet District Council

Rayleigh Grange Communlty Associlation

Hullbridge Sports & Social Club

Crouch Harbour Authority

147
214
232
397
532
533
549
555
Ta4



HACKNEY CARRIAGES

See also Committees

Licensing Fees 4y, 127
Service at Rayleigh Station 127, 522
Re~1ssue of Current Licences 127
Age of Vehicles - Relaxation of

Pre~Licensing Condition 127, H22
Taxl Facllities - Rayleigh High Street 149, 432, 522, 708
Fares Increase 522, 572, 662
Appointment of Authorised Officers 522
Use of Estate Car 522

HACKNEY CARRIAGE LICENCES -~ TRANSFERS
22 522
33 522
9 708
38 708
27 708
HIGHWAYS
See also Road Safety
Trafflic Regulation Orders
High Street/Church Street/Hockley Road junction,

Rayleigh 36
Gritting and Clearance duping Inclement Weather 43
Agency 62, 73, 145, 739
Rochford Sports Club - Access 85, 197, 513

Traffic Management Proposals, Rayleigh198, 329, 424, 514, 620

Traffic Problems -~ Great Wakering 328
Standard of Reinstatements carried

out by the Statutory Undertakers 429
Rayleigh Taxi Rank 149, 432, 522, 708

On Street Car Parking -~ Meadow Way & Spa Close, Hockley 619

A.127 Feotbridge west of Rayleigh Welr Roundabout 625

Lorry Controls 709

Capital Highway Schemes - Under £50,000 712
HOME SAFETY

Glazing in dwelllngs 175

Fuel Eff'ect Gas Filres 674
HOUSE PURCHASE LOANS

Arrears 11, 93, 173, 278, 386, 486, 577, 666

Mortgage Interest Rates 94, 489, 681

Transfer of Local Authority Mortgages

to Building Societies 277, 405, 488

Ex PSA Houses - House Purchase loan Arrears

279



HOUSING

See also Improvement Grants
Unf1t Houses
Municipal Houszing
Unified Housing Benefits

Expanded Polystyrene Roof Insulation
Home Safety - Glazing in Dwellings
Homes Insulation Scheme

14, 103
175
286
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IMPROVEMENT GRANTS

Housing Act 1974 - House Renovation Grants
Increase in Rate of Intermediate & Repalr Grants

INFORMATION FOR NEWCOMERS TO THE DISTRICT

185, 487, 530
282

360
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KEEP BRITAIN TIDY

Inaugural Meeting

Local Steering Comm:ittee
Public Launch

Bottle Banks

102

178, 294, 398, 484, 665

178
677



LAND

See also Licences & Leases

Rawreth Playing Fleld - Rayleigh

Sports & Recreational Club

Hawkwell Common
Sleepers Lane, Rayleigh

Ashingdon Road Car Parking Scheme
Turret House Farm, Rayleigh

Sale

of Land at Beke Hall Chase/

St John's Drive, Rawreth
Kingley Wood

Purdeys Car-Breaking Site

Hullbridge Open Space ~ Land at The Promenade

Open

Space r/o 2-24 Hollytree Gardens, Rayleigh

Register of Public Bodies Land

Locks Hill, Rochford - Future Proposals

Potential Development of Council Sites

Sale
Land

of Garden Land, 36 Church Road, Rayleigh

r/o Council Offices, Rochford 237, 253, 691,

Disabled Access- 36 Pulpits Close, Hockley
r/o 33 & 35 Weir Gardens, Rayleigh
Websters Way - Posaible Development

Land
Land
Land
Land
Land

at Francis Walk, Rayleigh

r/o 21/41 South Street, Rochford
r/o 49 Trinity Road, Raylelgh
adl. 18A Warwick Drive, Rochford
forming part of garden -

2 Nansen Avenue, Ashingdon

r/o 41, 43 & 45 Weir Gardens, Rayleigh

Open

Space adjoining Bull Inn Public House, Hockley

The Grange, Rayleigh

Land

r/o Brooklands, Rayleigh

Purchase of 31 South Street, Rochford

LEAD IN

LEISURE

Bowling Green Charges & Club Usage

PETROL

FACILITIES

staff Use of
Children's Play Space, Abbey Road, Hullbridge

Play

Space, Manns Way, Hayleigh

Cycle Race 1n Rayleigh & other Cycling Events
Rochford Fair -~ Programme Cover Competition
Rochford Fair - Charges

Spensorship of Events

Sports Facilities Users Forum

Vandalism to Pavillions

Fairview Playing Field - Use by Fairview Playgroup
Sports Gift Tokkns

Star Buys

Festival of Sport 1982

Bicycle Motocross

Annual Report

161, 333,

230,

46,
444,

205,

207,
649,

T47,

25, 152,

112,

311,

/contd. ...

4, 22, 62, 63, 64, 35t

23
34

41, 138, 202, 624, T14
62, 75, 80, 236

137
427
649
200
EKY
515
656
230
235
758
280
298
351
401
423
447
495

405
581
615
658
753
759

400

242

52
110
111
410
115
116
117
119
121
189
190
306
307
411
414
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LEISURE FACILITIES (contd)

Rochford Falr 1982 505
Vandal:ism on Recreation Grounds & Open Spaces 506
Ezsex Gamez 1982 507
Mayday Scheme for Unemployed Youngsters 559
Membership of Sports Council 598
Membership Scheme 599
Play Leadershlp Scheme/Club 600
Motorcycle Riding in Recreation Ground - Prosecution 601
Firework Display - King Georges Playlng Field 603
Hilltop United - Sports Fmcilities 649
Bonfire & Carol Service at Magnolla Road Open Space 695
Campaign for Involvement of people 1in the 50s

in Recreational Activity 696
Recreation for the Unemployed 697
Recreation for the Retired 698
Rochford Fair 1983 699
Rochford Bowls Green Pavillion and

Use by Rochford Bowls Club 702, 73§
Courtesy Bus 739

LIBRARIES

Rachford 473, B41

LICENCES & LEASES

See also Land

Fairview Playing Fields -~ Rights of Way 24
Rayleigh Sports & Recreation Club

Extension of Permitted Hours 27
Land at The Promenade, Hullbridge 124
Foreshore and Bed of River Crouch, Hullbridge 125
Storage Bulldings - Raylelgh Market Site, Rayleigh 201
Right of Way to 66 Ashingdon Road, Rochford 289
17 Southend Road, Rochford 296
Rayleigh Market Site 320
Castle Road Car Park - Licence of

part to adjoining Factory 345, 368, 534, 640
Land at Ethelbert/Ulverston Roads, South Fambridge 422
Land at Rayleigh Downs Road, Emstwood 422
Hockley Community Association -

Lease of Land at rear of Centre 623

LOCAL GOVERNMENT (MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS) ACT 1976

Public Entertainment Licensing 673
Sex Shops 673
Acupuncture, Tattooing, Ear-plercing & Electrolysis 673
Sale of Food by Hawkers 673

ficods left in Council Bulldings 673



MANPOWER SERVICES COMMISSION -

THE COMMUNITY PROGRAMME 558, 587, 60%, 617, 630,
MAPLIN 437,
MARKETS

Raylelgh Market Site - Location

Car Boot Market - Hayleigh Welr

Additional Open-Air Markets 715,
MATCHBOX, ROCHFQORD 544, 560, 565, 56T,

MEALS ON WHEELS
Rayleigh Area
Provision of
Charge of

MILL HALL

Provision for Major Operatic & Dramatic Presentations 62,

Children's Saturday Morning Film Matinees
Pantomine
Princess Ida Performance

MUNICIPAL HOUSING - GENERAL

113,

Rent Collection & Arrears 10, 92, 172, 288, 387, 485, 576,
Low Cost Homes
Central Heating System, Pembroke House 19, 299,
Housing Repairs - Inspections
Housing Rents
Guest Rooms - OAP Units
Lettings & Applications - A Year-End Analysis
Annual Review of Housing Waiting List
Housing Repairs Report
Future Uses for Grested Court
Grested Court, Central Heating Works Contract 300,
Fxternal Redecoration 1982/83 295,
Provision of Housing for Elderly Owners/Occupiers 389,
Key Worker Housing 290,
Housing Investment Programme & Strategy 1383/84
Alarm Systems to Aged Persons Schemes 403, 592, 680,
Housing Investment Programme 1982/83 649, 652, 657,
Shared Ownership Schemes 580,
MUNICIPAL HOUSING - DEVELOPMENT

AP Flatlets within Existing Ccuncil Estates
Aged Persons Grouped Flatlet

Scheme, Great Wakering 90, 234, 404, 456, 496,

Cagefield Road, Stambridge -~ Environmental Improvement

Site for Aged Persons Sheltered Accommodation,

Hawkwell 563,
Saucerfileld, Ashingdon - AP Grouped Flatlet

Scheme 446, 579,
School Site, Great Wakering - Scheme for the

Provision of 2-bedrcom Coundil dwellings 580,

Site adjoining 37 Sutton Court Drive, Rochford
Bramerton Road AP Site

638

L4

320
655
758

571

537
733
733

310
412
602
703

667

12
437

62

69

a1
283
284
285
287
337
388
678
390
392
732
750
671

97

554
399

586
670
127

682
752



MUNICIPAL HOUSING -~ SALE OF
6 Salem Walk, Rayleigh
MUNICIPAL HQUSING - INDIVIDUAL
17 Southend Rcad, Rochford
MUSIC & DANCING LICENCES

See Public Entertainment Licences

499

296



NATIONAL KEY SCHEME - DISABLED PERSCNS TOILETS 672



OFFICE EQUIPMENT
Word Processors T49

QUTSIDE BODIES

Rayleigh Sports & Recreational Club 28
Rayleigh Grange Community Association - Man. Committee 62
Wyburns Junior and Infants School 65
Annual Appointment of Representatives 263
National Housing & Town Planning Council -~

FEastern Reglonal Executlve Committee 297
Rochf'ord District Sports Council 303, 415, 449, 465, 598
Eastern Council for Sport & Recreation 308
Crouch Harbour Authority Thh
Manpower Services Commission ~ Area Manpower Boards 754
Silver Jubilee Centre Management Committee 263, 354
St Nicholas Church, Great Wakering 354
District Meeting of Local Councils 356
ADC - Election of Council 359
Southend Health Authority 263, 450, TAa1
Royal British Legion Association Development -

Hilltop Close, Raylelgh - Rayleigh Flats Cmte h52
Raylelgh Operatic and Dramtic Soclety 703
Frelght House Management Committee T4

Rayleigh Grange Community Centre Management Committee T41



PARISH STATUS FOR RAYLEIGH
PARK SPORTS CENTRE
Improved Reception Area
POLLUTION
Atmospherac Pollution - Hockley Iron Foundry
Noise Nuilsance - Rye Thermoplastics,
Swaines Industrial Estate, Rochford

PROTECTION FROM EVICTION ACT 1977

15 Leicester Avenue, Rochford
90 Conway Avenue, Great Wakering

PROVIDE A TREE FOR 83 CAMPAIGN
PUBLIC ENTERTAINMENT LICENSING

Smugglers Den, Ferry Road, Hullbradge
Zero Six Discotheque, Aviation Way, Rochford

Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisiona) Act 1982
Public Musical Entertainments Held in the Open Air

Authorised Officers
PUBLIC HEALTH ACT 1936

r/o Alern Paul, New Park Road, Hockley
Amherst Lodge, Eastwcod Rise, Eastwood

PUBLIC OPEN SPACE
Kingley Wood

Magnoclia Road
Hullbridge Open Space - Land at The Promenade

Open Space r/o 2-24 Hollytree Gardens, Rayleigh

Rayleigh Mount

366,

183,

364

417

182

268

293
588
673
673
673

292
292

46
168
200
205
409



RATING - GENERAL

District Council Rate 1982/83 82, 139, 141
TAlternatives to Domestic Rate'! -

Consultation Document 150
Irrecoverable Items 1981/82 529
Making the Rate 1983/84 743

RATE RELIEF
Hockley Public Hall, Bullwcod Road, Hockley 439

REFUSE COLLECTION & DISPOSAL

Private Contractors 351

The Future 437

Civic Amenity Site, Rochford 327, 445, 675

Bottle Banks 677
ROAD SAFETY

See also Highways
RoSPA Review of Road Safety Activitles in Essex 517, 626

ROACH VALLEY CONSERVATION ZONE

Group of Representatives 38, 203, 425
Cherry Orchard Lane Link Road 203
Working Groups 128
Horse-Rider Representation 203
Rochford Hundred Conservation Award Scheme 38, 203
Woods of the Rochford District - Report by Oliver Rackham 203
Specialist Appointments 425
Caodes of Practice 425
Straying Horses 612

Rayleigh Conservation Zone - Telegraph Pole
at top end of Hligh Street 622



SCRAP METAL DEALERS ACT 1964

Delegation
M J Smith, 40 Ferndale Road, Rayleigh

SEWERS

See also Surface Water

Section
Section
Section
Section
Section
Section
Section
Section
section
section

18
17
18
18
18
18
18
18
15
18

Agreement - Gayleighs, Rayleigh

~ Adoption of Sewers at Purdeys Ind. Est
-~ Development at Hlghams Road, Hockley

- Malvern Estate, Hockley

- Adj. 91 Greensward Lane, Hockley

- Cotswold Lodge Estate, Rayleigh

- Sheridan Clcse Extension, Rayleigh

- Manor Road, Hockley

- Betts Farm Zone A, Hockley

- Development at Lancaster Road/

Warwick Recad, Rayleigh

SEX SHOPS

Licensing of

SHOPS ACT 1950

Sunday Trading

SOUTHEND ATIRPORT

SOUTHEND HEALTH AUTHORITY

I.iaison with

SPEED LIMITS

See Traffic Regulation Orders

STAFF - GENERAL

Flexitime
Student Subsistence Allowances

Conduct in Local Government

Manpower Services Commlsslon Scheme
Agfraisal and Review

emergency Servlce - Duty Officers' Rota
Establighment - Leisure

Self Certification of Sickness Absence
Esatablishment - Leisure/Technical Services
Dairect Labour Organisation

Appeals Procedure

Christmas Holiday Arrangements 1982

Car Allowances

393, 400,

538,
€36,

176
176

17
99

395
395
395
395
395
335

493

673

465

561

450

52
52
64
53
62
140
245
344
455
455
636
637
649



STAFF - APT & C

Fost CP 2 56, 151, 218, 347
Cleansing Superintendant - Post T 27 145, 154
Offices Superintendant - Post L 35 219
Clerical Assistant -~ Post H 32 220
Post C 4 346
Car Parking Staffing Structure 437, 451
Director of Leisure 455
Post H 7 -~ Administrative Officer 539
Director of Leisure 455, 549, 739
Senior Audit Assistant 644, 649
Stansted Inquiry - Chief Officers! Car Allowance 645
Computer Manager/Director of Computer Services 739
Deputy Computer Manager/Principal Assistant

{Computer Management) 739

STAFF - MANUAL

Clements Hall - Part time Attendant 31
No Redundancy Agreement 53, 145, 241
Review of Bonuses h3, 145, 249, 342
Attendance at Joint Worksa Meetings 53
Implementation of 3G Hour Week 636, 661, 729
Identlty Cards 636
Extra Statutory Holiday 636
Fitters - 3tanding Arrangements 636
Staff Car Parking 636, 729
Collection of Garden Refuse 636
Wages - DirectBank Credit 649, 661
Work Experience 729

STANDING QRDERS

18 & 31 - Chairmen's Action 361
STREET CLEANSING

Malntenance of Standards 18
STREET LIGHTING

High Street, Rayleigh Conservation Area 428, 531

STREET NAMING & NUMBERING

Development off Gaylelighs, Rayleigh - "Cherrydown" 196
Betts Farm Estate, Hockley - Zone C 315
'Alp House' Fairfield, Great Wakering 316, 516

'Pargeters Hyam', Development off Highams Road, Hockley 516
"Roughley Court' - Royal Bratish Legion Housing Assoc.
Development, Hilltop Close, Rayleigh 614

SUPERMARKET TROLLEYS 430, 685



SURFACE WATER

See also Sewers

Hawkwell Brook 101
Kingsmans Farm Ditch Flood Alleviation Scheme 180
Factory Site r/o 8 St Johns Road, Gt. Wakering 181

Nobles Green Culvert 676, 727



TOWN & COUNTRY PLANNING

See also Conzservation Grants
Roach Valley Conservation Zone
T & CPA Contraventions
Trees

Historic Towns in Essex - Consultation Draft

510 Ashingdon Road, Rochford

Erection of CB Aerials within curtilate
of Residential Dwellings

Essex Design Guide Household Survey

Development Control Statistics

Planning Gain

Regal Cinema Site, Bellingham Lane

Developments at Wickford

Planning Ingquiries - The Award of Costs

Essex Structure Plan

Consideration of Draft T P P 9 1983/84

Public Transport Plan 1983/84

Enforcement & Planning Appeals

ROC/463/80 - Land adjacent to Lillyville Walk, Rayleigh

South Fambridge Works

Building Preservation - Ropers Farm, Barling Magna

Planning Fees

Land adj. Buena Vista, Rivervlew Gardens, Hullbridge

308 Greensward Lane, Hockley

Employment Generation - Interim Policy
Conservation Granta

Development Control Policy Ih Green Belt
Forward Plan Programme

129,
131, 426,
165, 618,
193,

195,

225, 564,
224(13c),
3334,

Paragraph 19 Consultations with the County Council

Hockley Downs Stables, Lower Road, Hockley
Rochford Branch Library - 26 West Street
'Little Brays' Brays Lane, Canewdon

34 Eztern Road, Rayleigh

Local Plans, The Need for Change

BPN - Gore Farmhouse, Stambridge

BPN - Pickerells, Rawreth

BPN - Buckland House, East End, Paglesham
Rochf'ord Branch Library - 26 West Street
'"The Cabin', Lyndhurst Road, Ashingdon

BPN - Breade House, Apton Hall Road, Stambridge

Rayleigh Conservation Zone - Telegraph Pole
at top end of High Street

BPN - Bay Tree Cottage, 50 Main Road, Hockley

BPN - Mayfair, High Street, Canewdon

BPN -~ 50 Hockley Road, Rayleigh

BPN - Millers Farmhouse, The Common, Great Wakering

BPN ~ Winfell, High Street, Canewdon
BPN - Roach Farmhouse, Barling Magna

ROC/730/81 - Goads Meadow, Church Road, Hockley

Land r/o Council Offices, Rochford 253, 691, 747,

Computeraisation of Systems
Essex Coast Protection Subject Plan
Wickford District Plan

40
107

144
130
616
132
148
720
166
326
229
204
206
209
572
267
270
271
274
321
322
332
480
375
376
473
475
476
479
h24
h24
524
541
545
572

622
629
629
629
629
629
629
689
758
716
718
719
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TOWN & COUNTRY PLANNING ACT - CONTRAVENTIONS

5A Castle Road, Raylelgh -~ Castle Alarm Services 16
Perrys/Devenish, Hambro Hill, Rayleigh 48, 437, 454, 467
250 Greensward Lane, Hockley 84
22 Elm Grove, Hullbridge 164
Land between Ferndale Road & Blounts Wood, Rayleigh 223
Rye Thermoplastics, 3waines Industrial Est, Rocd%rd 183, 268
Cedar Mews, Hockley 268
Rose Garden, Aldermans Hill, Hockley 268
Franelle, Church Road, Rawreth 269, 461
308 Greensward Lane, Hockley 274, 374
Bramblehurst Farm, Hydewood Lane, Canewdon 374
Fly Posting 525
2A Wocdslde Chase, Hawkwell 688
Spur Aquatics, London Road, Raylelgh 688
Blue House Farm, Chelmsford Road, Rawreth 688

TRAFFIC REGULATION ORDERS

Waiting Restrictions, Southend Road, Hockley 42
Love Lane (part), Rayleigh - Proposed "One Way" 199
Lancaster Road (part}, Rayleigh - Stopping Up 209
Temporary Clcosure of Bellingham Lane {part)

Rayleigh ~ May Day Fair 226
Waiting Restrictions - Great Wakering 314
Battlesbridge By-Pass 431, 465
Proposed Extension and Variation of

Waiting Restrictions, Hockley & Hawkwell 713

Waiting Restrictions - Meadow Way and Spa Close, Hockley 722

TWINNING 649




O

UNIFIED HOUSING BENEFITS

New Procedure 341
Financial and Staffing Implications 341, 536
Appeal Panel 548
Delegation 760

UNFIT HOUSES

234 Eastwood Road, Rayleigh 8
37 West Street, Rochford 9
54 Spa.Road,Hockley 95
Townfield Bungalow, Southend Road, Great Wakering 95
4 Olive Cottages, Mucking Hall Road, Barling 95
Chase Cottage, East End, Paglesham 171
'Four Winds' Wood Avenue, Hockley 281, 583
285 Rectory Road, Hawkwell 490, 584

Pickerells Farmhouse, Highlands Road, Battlesbridge 582, 668



WAKERING SPORTS CENTRE
Caravan Rally 118

WALLASEA FERRY 35, 323
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ROCHFORD DISTRICT COUNCIL

Minutes of the Leisure Services Committee

At a Meeting held on 2nd December 1982. Present: Councillors
B. Taylor (Vice-Chairman in the Chair),C.B. Alger,

W.H. Budge, L.K. Cope, B.A. Crick, E.E. Daley, M.J. Jones,
F.B.G. Jopson, Miss B.G.J. Lovett, Mra. J.M. Murison,

J.E. Nokes, R.A. Pearson, G.J. Skinner, R.T. Stephens,

C. Stephenson, and T.J. Warner.

Apologies. Councillors J.A. Sheaf, E.H. Adcock, N.R. Blyther

and D.C. Wood.

Visiting: Counclllors Mrs. L.M.A. Campbell-Daley and
R.D. Foster.

MINUTES

Resolved that the Minutes of the meeting of 19th October 1982
be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

MONITORING OF PERFORMANCE — MEETINGS OF 27TH MAY AND 14TH

SEPTEMBER

The Commlttee were satisfied that all necessary action had
been taken. Minute 506/82 was carried forward. (21210) (CE)

BONFIRE AND CAROL SERVICE AT MAGNOLIA ROAD OPEN SPACE

The Director of Techanical Services reported that the 2nd
Hawkwell Scout Group had requested permission to hold a
Bonfire and Carol Service at the above open space on 23rd
December 1982 with entry by payment. This required the
formal closure of the field for the event to take place.

RECOMMENDED That the 2nd Hawkwell Scout Group be granted

pernission to hold their Bonfire and Carol Service at

Magnolia Road Open Space on 23rd December and that they be
allowed to charge for entry to the site through programme
gale. (260) (DTS)

SPORTS COUNGIL CAMPAIGN FOR INVOLVEMENT OF PEOPLE IN THEIR

FIFTIES IN RECREATIONAL ACTIVITY

The Director of Technical Servicea reported that this
campalgn would be to encoutage people in their fifties to
take part in sport. Rochford Lelsure was preparing
programmeg for the campalign week of 15th to 21st May and it
was hoped that more people would continue to use facilities
after being attracted by the campalgn.

Appropriate publicity would be gilven to the event.

RECOMMENDED That during the week 15th to 2lst May 1983 there

be no charge for particlpation in a programmed fifties

activity. (700) (DTS)

bve1033
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Leisure Services Commlttee

RECREATION FOR THE UNEMPLOYED

The Director of Technlical Services reported on a scheme to
provide leisure facilities for the unemployed. The scheme
would involve all leisure activitlies and operate during off-
peak periods i.e. from 2.00 a.m. until 4.00 p.m. The charge
for the unemployed would be 50p per session or activity but
the facility could not be booked in advance. An
identification card would be issued to all persons eligible
for the scheme and the Department of Employment/DHSS had

agreed to stamp the cards fortnlghtly when clalmants called
at their offices.

Members of astaff would develop activities for the unemployed
and encourage participation in all areas, e.g. arts and
crafts, youth work etc. There would also be a member of

staff avallable to provide coaching and instruction when
necessary.

RECOMMENDED That the above scheme be introduced as soon as
possible at a charge of 50p per session or activity. (21984)
(DTS)

RECRFATION FOR THE RETIRED

The Committee considered the report of the Director of
Technical Services on a similar scheme to improve sports
centre usage by encouraging retired persons to use leisgure
facilities during off-peak perilods. The charge would be 50p
per sesslon or activity but the facility could not he booked
in advance. All retired persons in the scheme would be given
a membership card which would have to be produced at
reception.

RECOMMENDED That the above scheme be introduced as soon as

possible at a charge of 50p per session or activity. (21984)
(DTS)

ROCHFORD FAIR, 1983

The Director of Technlical Services reported on the
arrangements for Rochford Fair which was programmed for
Saturday, 23rd and Sunday, 24th July 1983 and would be held
at Clements Hall Playing Flelds.

The Saturday had been programmed as a quality horase show and
this would most likely be supported by another small arena
where local organisations would be invited to present
displays and hold competitions. These arenas would also
include stalls, sideshows, etc. For the evening an open alr
disco with a folk group and local band as added attractions
was being considered. The Sunday would follow the same
format as last year and, the main attracticon would be Eddie
Kydd, the motor cyclist stunt rider. (5745) (DTS)



700.

701.

Leisure Services Committee

CLEMENTS HALL SPORTS COMPLEX (Minute 604/82)

The Director of Technical Services circulated with the Agenda
a very full and detalled report analysing the first three
months that the Centre had been operating as a multipurpose
gports facllity.

Members were lmpressed with the smooth and efficlent way in
which Phase III had been brought into operation and the early
success of the project ag demonstrated by the public's use of
the new facilities. This was made all the easier through the
dedication and enthusiasm of the Centre's staff and the
Committee asked that the staff be congratulated on their
achievement. (6771) (DTIS)

FREIGHT HOUSE COMMUNITY CENTRE - SCALE OF CHARGES

The Director of Fipance reported that the new Frelght House
Community Centre was due to open on 29th January 1983. Many

enquiries had been recelved regarding the hiring of
facilitles and it was therefore necesgsary to flx a scale of
charges.

The charging perlods were:-
Peak ~ Noon, Friday to Midnight, Sunday
Of f-Peak - Monday to Noon, Friday.

The following scale of charges was proposed.-

General Use Peak Off-Peak
per hour per hour

Gt. Eastern Suite

(main hall) £10.00 £5.50

Pullman Suite £ 9.00 £4.50 All Charges
{room 2) Exempt

from

Carriage Room £ 8.00 £4.00 V.A.T.
(room 3)

Wagon Room )

Lamp Room ) £ 2.60 £2.00

Frelght Room)

Playschool/Playgroups

Morning Session £6 .50 per session

Afternoon Session £5.00 per sessaion

The Director of Technical Services mentioned that a visit was
belng arranged for Members prior to the opening day and the
Committee noted a request that a member of the Minority Group
be included on the Manggement Committee.

61035
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RECOMMENDED That the above scale of charges be adopted for

Freight House. (DF & DTS) (435)

ROCHFORD BOWLS GREEN PAVILION AND USE BY ROCHFORD BOWLS CLUB

Note: Councillor W.H. Budge disclosed a pecunlary interest
as a member of the above club and being invited to remain in
the meeting took no part in the discusslons or voting
thereon.

The Director of Technlcal Services reported that the
Council's Capital Programme for 1984/85 included provision of

£45,000 for the replacement of the bowls pavilion at Rochford
Bowls Green.

In the discussions with the Rochford Bowls Club on the charge
to be made for thelr use of the rinks the Club had indicated
an interest in being leased the Rochford Bowls Green and to
assume responsibility for its development and maintenance. In
this connection a local building contractor, who was a
member of the club, had offered to provide a pre-cast
concrete bullding for use aa a bowls pavilion at a cosat
£10,000 whereas the value of the building was thought to be
in the region of £20,000. The Club would require a loan to
meet the cost of the bullding.

The funds for the Council project in the Capital Programme
might therefore be re—allocated to enable the earlier
provision of an artificlal bowls surface at Clements Hall
which would ultimately be developed as an indoor bowls
centre. With the Club undertaking malntenance of the
Rochford Green it would also allow the Council to improve the
gtandards of maintenance of Freight House, Rochford Reservoir
and the town centre.

It would be a condition of the lease that the Club permitted
public participation in the use of the facilities.

Members appreclated the benefits arising from the arrangement
but were concerned to preserve public use of the facilities
throughout the period of the lease. ’

RECOMMENDED (1) That approval in principle be given to the

Rochford Bowls Club being offered a lease of the Rochford

Bowls Green for a suitable period to allow the new pavilion
development and that the Club be responsible for such
development and the total maintenance of the Green and
surrounding area 1lncluded in the lease on such terms to be
agreed by the District Valuer.

(2) That the Club throughout the perlod of lease
provide a facility for public participation.

(3) That the Finance and Personnel Committee be
asked to congider a loan of £10,000 to the Rochford Bowls
Club to enable them to carry out the new pavillion
development. (871) (DTS, DLS & DF)



Leisure Services Comnmittee

703. PRINCESS IDA PERFORMANCE

The Chlef Executive and Director of Finance reportaed on the
very successful performance of Princess Ida by the Rayleigh
Operatic and Dramatic Soclety. The new Mill Hall stage and
lighting facilities had been proved and justified and the
Committee wished to encourage the Soclety to continue to use
them for the three musical and two drama productions planned
for each year. Additionally Members did not wish the Soclety
to be out of pocket over the Gala Performance staged at the
request of the Council to promote the enhanced facllities.

It was noted that the previous venue for the Society's
production would have cost £250 but that standard charges at
Miil Hall totalled £420. Whilst not departing from the
Council's policy not to lower or walve charges, because of
the special circumstances, the Committee thought it
reasonable to recommend a grant equivalent to the
difference.

RECOMMENDED (1) That the Rayleigh Operatic and Dramatic
Soclety be requested to stage 5 productions at the Mill Hall,
Rayleigh.

(2) That the Finance and Personnel Committee be
requested to consider making a grant from the 1983/84 budget
provisicn in the sum of £510 (reviewed annually in the light
of charges generally).

(3) That the costs associated with the Gala Night
at Mill Hall in the sum of £535 be wmet from 1982/83
Promotions Budget. (26646) (CE & DF)

704. CLEMENTS HALL SPORTS CENTRE - PHASE IV DEVELOPMENT

The Director of Technical Services reported that applications
had been received from 23 companies of which 8 had been
placed on the list of approved Contractors to tender for
Phase IV development.

RECOMMENDEDR That tenders be invited from the Contractors
named in the report. (6771) (DIS)

705. LEISURE PREMISES ~ LIQUOR LICENSING

The Vice-Chalrwman of the Committee reported that at the
Rochford and District Licensing Committee on lst December
approval was given to a provisional licence for the bar
serving the multi-functional hall in Phase IV of the Clements
Hall Complex. Approval was also given to the transfer .of the
Park Sports Centre licence from Mr. M. Murphy to Mr. J.
Foster, the Sports Centre Manager.

An application for a licence at Rayleigh Grange was adjourned
to 5th January to enable discussions to take place with local
residents and the application for a final licence for the

Freight House would be dealt with at the 2nd February Session

when buili;;f? would have been completed. (&771)
Chauman 9 S0 1982




ROCHFORD DISTRICT COUNCIL

Minutes of Development Services Committee

At a Meeting held on 7th December 1982. Present. Councillors
R.D. Foster (Chairman), M.N. Anderson, T.H. Burt,

Mrs. P. Cooke, B.A. Crick, T. Fawell, Mrs. P.E. Hawke,

Mrs. E.M. Heath, Mrs. Jo Jones, M.J. Jones, F.B.G. Jopson,
Miss B.G.J. Lovett, J.E. Nokes, R.A. Pearson, J.A. Sheaf,
G.J. Skinner, C. Stephenson, and A.L. Tate.

Apologies: Councillors E.H. Adcock, A.J. Harvey, D.R. Helson,
and D.C. Wood.

Visiting. Councillors Mrs. L.M.A. Campbell-Daley, L.K. Cope
and E.E. Daley.

706. MINUTES

Resolved that the Minutes of the Meeting of 2lst October be
approved as a correct record and signed by the Chalrman.

707. MONITORING OF PERFORMANCE — MEETINGS OF 15TH JUNE, 6TH AND
16TH SEPTEMBER

The Committee were satlsfied that all necessary action had
been taken. Minutes 322, 327 and 525 were carried forward.
(21212) (CE)

708. BACKNEY CARRIAGE PANEL

The Committee recelved the appended report of a meeting held
on 9th October.

The Director of Legal Services reported that it was not
legally possible to establish a temporary taxl rank in the
Websters Way Car Park.

RECOMMENDED That the proposal for the extension of the
existing rank in the High Street be pursued with the County
Council and Essex Police.

Resolved that, with the exception of Recommendation 2 (2),
the appended report and the recommendations contained therein
be adopted. (897) (DLS)

709. LORRY CONTROLS

The Director of Technical Services reported on the reaction
of the County Council to a Department of Transport Circular
urging highway authorities to make more extemsive usge of
their powers to control the routes that lorries are allowed
to use.

Members drew attention to specific problems ¢f lorry routing
in the District, particularly along Brays Lane, Canewdon
which, although only informally adopted as a lorry route, had
to be accepted as the best avallable. (45)

@, ‘;'1 0(38



Development Services Committee

710. UNADOPTED FOOTPATHS

The Pirector of Technical Services reported that there were a
number of strips of land throughout the District which were
regularly used as paths but which were neither public
footpaths nor public rights of way. Such "patha” were
generally unsurfaced and lacked basic routine malntenance.

In order to ascertain if the Council should undertake to
maintain such paths under Sectlion 50 of the Highways Act
1980, a survey was to be made in 1983/84 to determine the
exact numbers, lengths and conditions of the paths involved.

RECOMMENDED (1) That £2,000 be provided in the 1983/84
Estimates for a survey of footpaths not subject to other
estimate provision.

(2) That the Director of Technical Services
negotiate with the County Council as to the scheme generally
and to acceptance of particular paths to enahle the Sectlon
50 procedure to be adopted. (46) (DTS)

711. DIVERSION OF PUBLIC FOOTPATHS 4 AND 7 (RAYLEIGH) (Minute

351/82)

The Director of Legal Services reported that detailed
planning consent had been issued for the layout of sports
pitches ete., and that procedural steps could now be taken to
divert the two public rights of way.

It was proposed to divert Footpath 4 along the southern and
eastern boundary of the playing fleld extension and Footpath
7 to a line parallel with the northern boundary of the
playing field extension.

RECOMMENDED That, in accordance with Section 210 of the Town
and Country Planning Act 1971, an Order be made diverting
parts of Public Footpaths 4 and 7 (Rayleigh) along the lines
now indicated. (23162) (DLS)

712. CAPITAL HIGHWAYS SCHEMES - UNDER £50,000

o039

The Director of Techmnical Services set out on the Agenda the
various minor improvement schemes the County Council had
recently considered for the District. LIt was noted that most
of the schemes had been requested either by the District or
by Parish Councils.

Concern was expressed at the deferment yet again of the
provislion of a footway along Rectory Road from Ironwell Lane
to oppogire No. 384 and 1r was felt that consideration should
be given to the imposition of speed restrictions along this
stretch of road.

With regard to proposed improvements at Weir Pond Corner,
Barling Magna, a local Member said that the work had not been
asked for by the Parish Councll who were indeed concerne

that such improvements were unnecessary and would detract
from the rural character of the area.

"
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RECOMMENDED That the proposals be noted and the above
comments made to the County Council. (45 & 11835) (DTS)

713. PROPOSED EXTENSION AND VARIATION OF WAITING RESTRICTIONS -
HOCKLEY AND HAWKWELL

The Director of Technical Services set out on the Agenda the
amendments the County Council were consldering making.

Concern was expressed at the proposed relaxation of
restrictions at Seddons Walk, Hockley where the District
Council had previously asked for restrictions because parked
cars had blocked the way for emergency services.

RECOMMENDED That, subject to a re-appraisal of Seddons Walk,
Hockley, the County Council be advised that this authority
has no objection to the propesals as reported. (933) (DTS)

714, ASHINGDON ROAD CAR PARK (Minute 624/82)

The Director of Technical Services reported that the delay
caused by land acquisition difficulties had enabled a re-
evaluatlon of the scheme at Oxford Parade shops. The
original proposal had been for a temporary construction car
park with 19 spaces and permanent provision for 6 parking
spaces outside the shops at a tender price of £15,000.

The carriageway serving the shops was iIin urgent need of
repair including new dralnage and an extended footpath to
Ashingdon Road and the grassed area outside the shops, used
for parking, was in an unsightly coundition. With the
provision of additional parking, the grassed area would be
better replaced by a shrub area. The cost of the above
works, including the car parking, was estimated at £36,000 of
which £21,000 was provided in the 1982/83 Caplital Estimates.
Because of the land acquisition difficulties it was now
unlikely that the scheme could be completed in the current
financial year.

RECOMMENDED That £36,000 be provided in the 1983/84 Capital
Estimates for the car parking scheme at Oxford Parade.
(18957/4) (DTS)

715. ADDITIONAL OPEN-AIR MARKETS - ROCHFORD DISTRICT

The Committee considered a report by the Director of Town
Planning and Director of Legal Services on enquiries about
markets at the Ferry Road/Pooles Lane Car Park, Hullbridge,
the Ashingdon Memorisal Hall Car Park, Rayleigh Market and a
Sunday Market at Back Lane Car Park.

Members consldered that markets had an undesirable effect
particularly on existing shopkeepers. They made no
contributlion to the General Rate of the District and in a
time of recesslon it was felt that further markets would
create unnecessary competition in an area which had already
been hit by the hypermarkets of the adjoining areas.
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Development Services Committee

With regard to Hullbridge, the Committee appreciated the
concern of the residents and whilst they could not justify
refusal on the grounds of the potential of the land for
housing they felt that 1t would be wrong to tie up the future
of the land bearing in mind the scope of Hullbridge for
leisure development and the heavy use of the car park in the
summer montha by yachtsmen. The Committee could not support a
market on the car park.

There was no support at all for a Sunday market at Back Lane
Car Park.

RECOMMENDED That no further actlion be taken on proposals to
provide additional markets at Hullbridge, Ashingdon, Rayleigh
or Rochford. (884) {DTP)

COMPUTERISATION OF PLANNING AND BUILDING CONTROL SYSTEMS

The Committee noted a report of the Director of Town Planning
and the Computer Manager on the computerisation of
aduinistration in the Directorate of Town Planning which, by
allowing access to information not hitherto easily avallable,
would improve performance, accountabllity and efficlency.
(158)

DISTRICT PLAN WORKING PARTY ‘ .

The Committee noted the appended report of a meeting held on
25th October 1982.

Resolved that the report be adopted.

ESSEX COAST PROTECTION SUBJECT PLAN

RECOMMENDED That the appended report and the recommendation

contalned therein be adopted.

WICKFORD DISTRICT PLAN (Minute 717/81)

The Director of Town Planning reported that a copy of the
deposited plan had been recelved for comment.

The Commlittee had previously objected to policies in the
draft plan which would allow the erection of new houses
{(including replacements) in Greean Belt areas, including some
plotlands, in conflict with Structure Plan Policy 39.

Such policles were still contained in the deposited plan and
it was noted that the Department of the Environment had
lodged a formal objectlion agalnst the policies, detaills of
which were set ouf on the Agenda.

RECOMMENDED That the Basildon District Council be Iinformed

that this Councll greatly regrets the continued inclusion in

the Wickford District Plan of policles permitting infilling

«
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and replacement of dwellings in Green Belt areas, lncluding
plotlands, despite representations to the contrary at the
draft plan stage but does not wish to make a formal objection
thereto. (TP 25E) (DTP)

RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT AT SHOT FARM, WICKFORD (Minute
618/82)

The Director of Town Planning reported that Basildon District
Councll had consulted this authority on application
BAS/1499/82 for 40 acres of residential development. The
site covered part of the land already the subject of appeals
to be heard on llth January 1983. The new application had
been called in by the Secretary of State and would be dealt
with at'the forthcoming Inquiry.

RECOMMENDED That the Basildon District Council be informed

that this Counell objects to application BAS/1499/82 on the

following grounds.-

1. The slte is outside any area allocated for development
and is within the Metropolitan Green Belt in the
Approved Review Developument Plan.

2, The site does not form a logical or desirable planned
extenslon to the township of Wickford and would intrude
undesirably into the open area of Green Belt between;
Wickford and Rayleigh which Green Belt provides visual
relief between the townships and prevents thelr
coalescence.

3. The site is visually prominent, particularly when viewed
from the high ground at Rawreth to the east and has
become more exposed with the realignment of the Al29 and
construction of the Battleshridge by-pass.

4. The proposals conflict with the Local Plan for Wickford
which has recently been published.

5. No provision is made for landscaping the eastern
boundarles of the site. (TP 25E) (DTP)

IMPACT OF M25 MOTORWAY - REPORT BY THE STANDING CONFERENCE ON

LONDON AND SQUTH~EAST REGIONAL PLANNING (Minute 617/81)

RECOMMENDED That the appended report and the recommendations
contalned therein be adopted.

WAITING RESTRICTIONS - MEADOW WAY AND SPA CLOSE, HOCKLEY

(Minute 619/82)

The local Ward Member reported little support from resldents
for waiting restrictlions in these roads. It was however
suggested that restrictlons could usefully be extended to the
Spa Road junction with Meadow Way.

RECOMMENDED That the matter be raised with the County
Council. (45) (DTS) \\%gi;
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MANAGEMENT AND PROTECTION OF PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY

The Director of Legal Services reported that a meeting was to
be held at County Hall on l4th December to discuss how the
resources avallable for the management and protection of
publie rights of way could best be applied.

The County Council had suggested the appointment of one
Member and one officer but, in view of the importance of
footpaths and bridleways for leisure 1n Rochford it was felt
that the County Council should be asked to accept two Member
represeniatives.

RECOMMENDED  That the Chairman of the Development Services
Committee or his nominee and Councillor J.A. Sheaf and the
Director of Legal Services be appointed as the Council's
representatives. (45) (DLS)

Chairman Dale _20-1 &5
NJ
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ROCHFORD DISTRICT COUNCLL

DEVELOPMENT SERVICES COMMITTEE - 7TH DECEMBER 1982

REPORT NO. 2 OF THE HACKNEY CARRIAGE PANEL

At _a meeting held on 9th November 1982. Present:-
Councillors A.L. Tate (Chairman), Mrs. P. Cooke, M.J. Jones
and D.C. Wood.

Apologiest! Councillors R.D. Foster, Mrs. Jo Jones and
C. Stephenson.

RAYLEIGH TAXI RANKS (Minute 572/82)

The Director of Legal Services and Mr. Clark reported that following the
decision to appoint the temporary taxl stand at the junction

of Bellingham Lane as a formal rank for six taxls and to

abandon the proposals for the appointment of a rank in the

High Street by Berry's® Arcade, discussions had been held

with representatives of the Rayleigh Taxl Drivers as to any

other locations in the Rayleigh central area where additional

taxl rank facilitles might be provided.

The Drivers representatives had indlcated that ideally they
required a rank for 14 taxis at a single location. It was
explalned to them that the only possibility would be to
extend the existing rank by re-aligning the lane markings and
in addition to set back the kerb line at the opposite end of
the rank to Bellingham Lane. Both alternatives had been
canvassed unsuccessfully with the Highway Authority in the
past but as no alternatlves existed, the District Council had
been asked to raise the matter with the Highway Authority
again.

The drivers were concerned that implementation of the formal
rank would lead to operational difficulties as the Police
would be restricting the use of the rank to 6 taxis only and
no official arrangement existed for taxis to queue nearby
while waiting for space on the formal rank. They asked,
therefore, that while the fresh approaches were made to the
Highway Authority, whether temporary rank facilities could be
provided 1in Websters Way Car Park.

Taxl provision in the car park was suggested some years ago,
although this was not acceptable to the taxi drivers at the
time. Whilst the drivers were now willing to use such a
facility temporarily, it might be that thie proposal would
provide a long term sclution to this problem although further
Investigation was necessary.

The Panel noted that control of the Council's car parks was a
matter for the Finance & Personnel Committee and that 1f the
Websters Way proposal was to be pursued, 1t would be
necessary to seek their concurrence.

e
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RECOMMENDED (1) That fresh approaches be made to the Highway

Authority with regard to the realignment of the lane markings
and/or setting back of the kerb line in order to extend the
formal rank.

{2) That further coansideratlon be giveun to the
provislon of a tewporary rank in Websters Way Car Park.

TRANSFER OF HACKNEY CARRIAGE LICENCES

Resolved that approval be glven to the following transfer of
licences:=-

(a) Licence (Plate) No. 9 from Mr. T.F. Von Ranken to
Mr. P. Richmond

(b) Licence (Plate) No. 38 from Mr. B.N. Bettell to
Mr. A. Davisg. )

{c) licence (Plate) No. 27 from Mr. J. Fagence to
Mr. K. Mortis.

APPOINTMENT OF AUTHORISED OFFICERS

Resolved that with effect from 3rd January, 1983 John J.
Corfield (Chief Trading Standards Officer) and John R.
Muzalewski {Deputy Chief Trading Standards Officer) of the
Southend Borough Council be appointed as authorised officers
of this Council for the purposes of Hackuey Carrlage and
Private Hire Liceunsing.

HACKNEY CARRIAGE DRIVER'S LICENCE NO., 186

The Panel noted a report on this driver.




ROCHFORD DISTRICT COUNCIL Agenda Item 14

DEVELOPMENT SERVICES COMMITTEE 7TH DECEMBER 1982

Report of the District Plan Working Party

Ar a meeting held on 25th October, 1982. Present.-
Councillors R.D. Foster {Chairman), L.K. Cope, T. Fawell,
Mrs. Jo Jones, F-B.G. Jopson, Miss B.G.J. Lovett, J.E. Nokes,
R.A. Pearson and D.C. Wood.

Apologies: Counciilor A.J.Harvey.

APPOINTMENT OF CHAIRMAN.

Resolved that Councillor R.D.Foster be appointed Chairman of
the Working Party.

TITLE OF THE WORKING PARTY (Minute 480/82)
:

Members were of the opinion that, although constituted as the
Structure Plan Working Party, the title should reflect its
work more accurately.

Resolved that the title be "The District Plan Working
Party"”.

&

THE ROCHFORD DISTRICT PLAN

The Director of Town Planning reminded Members of the
approved Forward Plan Programme giving, inter alia, a target
date of July 1983 for preparation of the District Plan. In
modirtying the Draft Essex Structure Plan to call for an
additional 750 housing upits in the Diatrict, the Secretary
of State had made plain that the extra sites were "to provide
some flexibility in meeting housing needs in the South-east
policy area, for Southend has reached the limit of 1its
potential for development.”

The Director was of the view that the allocation should not
be a simple target but used to give flexibility and to
achieve positive planning ends, i.e. to satlisfy local needs,
provide community benefit, strengthen and support other
policies and solve local planning problems. Only some sites
could meet all these criteria but those selected should
satiegfy most of them 1f the imposed duty was to be turned to
any advantage.

The selection of the sites was the keystone of the District
Plan because e.g. Green Belt boundaries could not be drawn or
industrial sites identified until housing sites were
allocated.

The Working Party gave preliminary consideration to a& number
of sites, rejectrng some but concluding that it was essentlal
tor proper judgement that Members should inspect each
location.

Resolved that the Director of Town Planning prepare a
programme of site inspections for Members. (158)(DTP)

(01046
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ROCHFORD DISTRICT COUNCIL

Development Services Committee - Tth December, 1982,

Report of the Director of Town Planning.

Eggex Coast Protection Subject Plan.

The County Council has mede available for public deposit the Egszex
Coast Protection Subjeot Plan which defines the precisge limits of the
area to which the Coastal Protection Policy (Structure Plan Policy

NR 18) will apply. This policy repleces the Interim Coastal Protection
Policy which was adopted in 1966 in response to Government concern
about the undeveloped coagtline, and which remains in force until formal
adoption of this Subject Plan., The ainterim policy applied Metropolitan
Green Belt policy to the coastal areas with a provieo that even
recreational develoﬁhent would not automatically be acaoeptable. The
bouandaries were drawn too generoasly (up to 5 milesanland) and the
mmterim policy had not been particularly successful in preventing coastal

recreational development on appeal.

The Structure Plan presented an opportunity to revise the policy area
boundary and incorporate the coastal policy within the statutory
development plan system. The Coastal Protection Policy 1s now identafied

as a proposal in the Subject Plaa:-

T The County Council¥®s Coasgtal Protesction Policy states:-

"There ghall be the most stringent restrictione on development
on the rural eand undeveloped coastline ocutside built-up sreas
and any development which is exceptionally permitted shell not
adversely affect the open and rural character or waildlife."

The Coastal Protection Policy shall he applied to that precise

area showa on the proposals map of this Subjeet Plan, This
srea shall be known as the Coagtal Protsetion Belt.

YO 1.04%
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The new boundary was drawn from first principles, taking into acecount
factors such am nature conservation, landscape features and views of

the coagt. TUrban coast, larger towns, petro-chemical installations and
other significant areas of land committed for development on existing
pleng have been excluded from the Coastal Protection Belt. Ieveloped
land which remains predominantly open, e.g. mineral workings or landfill
operations has bheen inceluded in the Coastal Protection Belt. Proposals
for new development within the Coamtel Protection Belt over end above
permitted development limits will be congidered in the context of the
Coaptal Protection Poliloy.

Whilet the area shown on the proposals map is a reflection of the wvalue .

of the coast both as landscape and for wildlife, it must be remembered
that the rural coast i1s congidered as a special remource in its own right

and therefore requiring protection.

Relgtionship with Other Plang.

The Coastal Protection Belt overlaps with rursl areas policy in North
and Mid—Easex, and with green belt poliey in South Essex, including
Rochford District. These policies are included as an Appendix to the

Subject Plan. Aetivities which are normally acceptable in the Green Belt

H

including recreation, may well be inappropriate in the Coastal Proitectron

Belt, and development which may be appropriate in rural areas could

damage the special character of the open coast. .

The Subject Plan 1s closely related to the supplementary plamming
gurdance on Coastal Water Recreation in Esgex which efamines the
opportunities for future recreational development., This document will be
published at a later date.

There will also be an overlap with the Countryside Conservation Plan and
the Minerals Subject Plan prepared by the County Council, and various
local plans prepared by the Districts. The County Council expects the
Coagtal Protection Boundary to endure largely unaliered over a long
period of time, with only minor changes propesed in District Councils?

Local Plans, ,



Implenentation will be through the development control process, but

the County Council also intends to undertake a project to establish

the likely impact of development and activity on the coast and wildlife,
The effects of weter recreational development on the structure and
ecology of the coast will be clogely monitored and the information
gained should inerease understanding of the dangerg of various pressures

exerted on the rural coast.

Monitoring will be undertaken by the County Council through their
Development Progress System., The Plan concludes that its implenentation
will not impose any additional staffing or cepital costs on either the
District and Borcugh Councils or the County Councils.

The published plan is essentially the game as the Drafi Plan which was
congidered by the Development Services Committee on 9th June, 198lL.

The only changes are as followa:-
1. The Coastel Protection Policy is now 1dentified as a proposal.

2. The boundary has undergone minor revision, although no changes are
made to the boundsry within Rochford District. The main revisions
are the inclusion of Hythe Marshes, south of Colchester,and Bowers
and Pitsea Marshes in Basildon IDnstrict.

Appeniices to the plan ghow the relationship of the Plan to other
approved Local Plans and the various relevant Structure Plan policies
ralating to the green belt, rural areas, farmland, wildlife habltats,

landscape and special landescape areas.

RECOMMENDED: That the County Council be informed that this Council

has no objections to the Essex Coast Protection Subject Plan and that
the Plan «a11 be incorporated inte the Rochford Diegtrict Plan and
adopted for the purposes of development control. (TP. 51)
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DEVELOPMENT SERVICES COMMITTEE - 7TH DECEMBER, 1982

REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF TOWN PLANNING

THE IMPACT OF THE M.25 MOTORWAY —~ REPORT BY THE STANDING CONFERENCE
ON LONDON AND SOUTH-EAST REGILONAL PLANNING (Minute 617/81)

At the Meeting of this Committee on the 27th October, 1981, consideration was
given to a study by the Standing Conference entitled "Commuting 1in South East
England". One of the recommendations of the Committee on this report was that
Standing Conference should undertake a detalled study on the implications of
the M.25 1i.e. the motorway ring around London. This study has now been
completed and considers the possible plannlng effects especlally for industry
and commerce counsaquent upon the completion within the next S years of the
M.25.

The 1initial impact of this new road is likely to be felt in Essex in the near
future, when the section through the County is completed before the Summer of
next year. Memberg' views are therefore requested on the M.25 report. The
implications of the new Motorway are summarised below, together with some
initial comments which 1t 1g hoped can provide the Council's regponse to
Standing Conference.

There can be no doubt that the M.25 will bring improvements in communications
in and around London, particularly to the relatively inaccessible and
disadvantaged areas east of London. With the completion of the section through
Essex during 1983, there will be contlnuous Motorway via the Dartford Tunnel
between the A.l at South Mimms (west of Potters Bar) and the A.20/M.20 at
Swanley in Xent. The effect of this will be to provide a continuous dual
carriageway standard road from within the Rochford District to the A.2 and
M.20/A.20 in Kent to the M.11l, A.10 and A.l in West Essex and Hertfordshire,
and also, via the A.6 and M.10 to the M.l Motorway in the vicinity of Hemel
Hempstead.

However allied to this substantial improvement in the transportation network
around London, is the fact that the M.25 will present economic opportunities,
and be a focus for development pressures particularly in the vicinity of the
many Junctions of the M.25 linking with the existing major roads of the region.
Standing Conference recognises that such pressures for development will be
strong, and since the Motorway will run almost entirely within the Metropolitan
Green Belt, special efforts should be made to accommodate such pressures in
gultable. locations, normally within Greater London 1tself or in exlsting major
centres within or on the outer limits of the Green Belt, such as Southend,
Basildon and Chelmsford. Current planning policy seeks to achleve this and

the Standing Conference Report shows that there is a considerable degree of
exlisting commitment to industry warehousing, offices and shopping particularly
within South Fssex and in Chelmsford Borough.

Nevertheless, it must be expected that there will be considerable development
pressures within the Immediate vicinity of the Motorway itself, and its feeder
radlal routes. 1In particular, pressure ig likely to arise for industrial,
warehouse and freestanding retail developments clogse to M.25 junctions with
the main radial roads, the majority of which already lie within the
Metropolitan Green Belt.

Although such development pressures will be somewhat removed Erom the Rochford

Digtriet, it should be noted that such pressures wlll occur within the Green
Belt,and Standing Conference is of the opinion that the Green Belt is not only
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particularly vulnerable along the maln transport corridors, but that erosion
here could undermine the confidence in the permanence of Green Belt planning, .
even in other less vulnerable areas.

The channelling of development pressures to Inner London and other suitable

areas of planuned expansion in existing major settlements In accordance with

approved planning policies therefore assumes greater importance not only to

protect the Green Belt within the immedlate vicinity of the M.25 but also to

support the entire concept of the Green Belt.

There 1s no doubt that with the completion of the M.25 there will be increased
potential for industry and commerce in the Rochford District, and other Towns
relatively remote from the Motorway, to benefit from the improvements in
comnmunications to and around London. To realise this potential benefit, it will
be of vital importance to ensure a high standard of feeder link roads to the
Motorway, in order that these Towns may share fully in the opportunities which
the new road may bring, and are not to be disadvantaged In comparison with other
areas such as Basildon, which are closer to the M.25, In this respect as far as
Rochford District 1s concerned, the current lack of investment in and
improvements to the A,127 and the A.l3 east of the Orsett Cock, 15 of some .
concern. The A.127 offers the greatest potential for the District except for
some poor junctions notably at Rayleigh Weir and at the Fortune of War,

Laindon, where lack of traffic capacity causes delay at peak times. There iIs a
growing need for improvements which wlll make the route more commodious and
safer.

It 1s therefore consldered that the following conclusions should be forwarded
to the Standing Conference and Essex County Councll as this Council's response
to the M.25 Impact Study:-

RECOMMENDED (1) That development pressures resulting from the M.25 should he
directed towards the centres of planned expansion in accordance with the Essex
Structure Plan, and restraint policies should be malntained elsewhere,
particularly with regard to the preservation of the Metropolitan Green Belt.

(2) That it is essential if Rochford and nelghbouring Nistricts
are to benefit fully from the opportunities presented by the construction of
the M.25, that adegquate high standard feeder link roads to it are provided,
with a high priority being given to lmprovements to the A.127 and A.13, .
particularly the grade separation of junctions including Raylelgh Weir.

(3) That Standing Conference should continue to examine the effects
of the liotorway on development and its location, and the impact of the M.25.
should form a part of the Stucture Plan monitoring exercise to be carried out
by the Esgex County Council.
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ROCHFORD DISTRICT COUNCIL

Minutes of the Finance & Personnel Committee

At a Meeting held on 9th December, 1982. Present:

Councillors J.A. Gibson (Chalrman), R.H. Boyd, W.H. Budge,
T.H. Burt, Mrs. L.M.A. Campbell-Daley, E.E. Daley, T. Fawell,
R.D. Foster, A.J. Harvey, D.R. Helson, P.J. Hinfen,

.H. Holman, Miss B.G.J. Lovett, Mrs. J.M. Murison,

.E. Nokes, R.T. Stephens, A.L. Tate, J.P. Taylor,

.J. Warner, E.S5. Whitworth and D.C. Wood.

H oA

Visiting: Councillor L.K. Cope.
MINUTES

Resolved that the Minutes of the Meeting held on 28th
October, 1982 be approved as a correct record and signed by
the Chalrman.

MONITORING OF PERFORMANCE - MEETINGS OF 17TH JUNE AND 218T
SEPTEMBER

The Committee were satisfled that all necessary action had
been taken. (21210)

FINANCIAL REPORT

The Committee noted the appended report of the Director of
Finance.

RECOMMENDED That the actlion of the Director of Finance in
paying the accounts detailed in paragraph 1 of his report be
confirmed.

SUPPLEMENTARY CAPITAL ESTIMATES -

(a) Site Investigation — School Site, Great Wakering —
Schemes for the Provision of 2 Bedroomed Council
Dwellings (Minute 580(5)/82)

RECOMMENDED That a supplementary capital estimate in the sum
of £2,000 be approved. (7767) (DF)

(b) Fencing, Nobles Green Culvert (Minute 676(2)/82)

RECOMMENDED That a supplementary capital estimate Ian the sum
of £2,000 be approved. (715) (DF)

MANPOWER STATEMENT (Minute 534/82)

The Committee noted the appended report of the Chief
Executive.

Members referred to the half-yearly report on manpower
expenditure submitted to the last Meeting of the Committee

and the confuslon arising from the use of different staff [)v
grouplings and headings from the present report. 1t was

tuic52
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Finence and Personnel

also suggesated that in future, the two reports should be
submitted together.

()

Resolved that the "establishment” 1in the "recreation, parks
and baths" service be amended to read "109" and the total of
that column be amended to "407".

RECOMMENDED That on future occasions the half-yearly report
on Manpower expenditure be submitted at the game time ag the
Chief Executive's Quarterly Manpower Statement and the
headings on each be amended to be comparable. (5145) (CE)

JOINT WORKS AND SAFETY PANEL (Minute 661/82)

The Committee recelved the appended report of a Meeting held
on 3rd November, 1982.

RECOMMENDED That the report and recommendations contained
thereln be adopted. (CE)

EMPLOYMENT, INDUSTRIAL AND COMMERCIAL DEVELOPMENT -
INITIATIVE OF LOCAL AUTHORITY (Minute 340/82)

The Committee received the appended report of the Director of
Finance. It was felt that it would be wrong to congider the
problems of Rochford 1in isclation from the problems of other
areas and that Authorities should not be competing to attract
industries away from each other.

South-East Essex had the highest unemployment In South East
England and Members consldered that priority should he gilven
to aiding existing industry rather than attracting new. The
Committee noted the deliberate actions of some firms to avoid
the burden of rates on empty premises. Whilst the Committee
would not wish to see a reduction In the domestlic rate relief
it did feel that there wasg room for improvement in the system
to aid industry.

Appreclating that the County Council were already actively
involved in promoting industry and employment, the Committee
noted that there was little they could do alone and asked for
further i{nformation and discussions with other Authorities
and Industries. Meetings had already been held with the
County Council and would continue as and when

approprlate.

()

The Director of Finance was also pleased to report that the
County Councill had agreed to contribute two thirds of the
cost of the Matchbox loan. Members thought that the cosat
effectiveness of this local authority initlative was as high
as anything ever achieved, or likely to be achieved, in
Roehford.

RECOMMENDED (1) That the report be noted and the matter be
further investigated, Including discussions with other
Authorities and 1lndustry as appropriate.

(2) That the posslhility of organising a Seminar
on the subject be conelderved. (28025) (CE & DF)
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CONDITIONS OF CONCESSIONARY BUS/RALL PASSES

The Director of Finance reported that certain ladies over the
age of 60 were being excluded from applying for a
concessionary bus/rall pass because their husbands were under
65 years old and were not In receipt of State Retirement
Pension.

RECOMMENDED That condition 2 of the GCouncll's scheme be
amended as follows:-—

"Men aged 65 and over or women aged 50 and over who are in
receipt of Rate/Rent Rebate, Supplementary or other housing
benefits.” (4486) (DF)

ALARM SYSTEMS TO AGED PERSONS SCHEMES (Minute 592/82)

RECOMMENDED That the following virement be approved:-

From to Amount
House Purchase Aged Persons Alarm £50,000
Loans Schemes

(313) (DF)

MEALS-ON-WHEELS (Minute 444/81)

The Director of Finance reported that the County Council was
to increage the grant from 30p to 32p per meal. At the same
time, the County Soclal Services Department were to increase
the cost of meals supplied by Sweyne Court from 55p to 75p
per meal and based on the current meal charge of 35p it was
estimated that thls would increase expenditure in the current
financlal year by £570 and by £2,420 in a full year.

In order to avoid an overspend im the current year, an
increasgse of 5p per meal would be necessary, to take effect
from 4th January, 1983.

The Committee noted that the Rochford 0ld People’s Welfare
Comml ttee were providing a limited Meals—on-Wheals service 1n
Hockley, Hawkwell and Ashingdon on Christmas Day and

congratulated the persons responsible. M M:Uw

In view of the large increase in the price now proposed by 758
Sweyne Court, Mewbers considered that the Director should
investigate, as a priority, alternative means for the

provision of meals - elther by other outsilde sources or

direct by the Councll itself from Clements Hall or Mill

Hall.

RECOMMENDED (1) That the Director of Finance be authorised §S§g¥£ﬁ

to recommend to the Area Organisers that the charge to
reciplents of meals be increased from 35p to 40p per meal
with effect from 4th January, 1983.
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"(2) That the Director of Finance Investigate
alternative means for the provision of meals and report
further thereon. (5144) (DF)

734. THE APPROACH CAR PARK

The Director of Technical Services reported on improvement
worlks necessary to the above car park to enable more
effective management.

Members demurred at the cost of these lmprovements aund
questioned the viability of a car park at this locatilon.

RECOMMENDED That the Director of Technical Services report
further on improvement works to the above car park, glving
details of 1ts viability as such, costings and the suggested
scheme. (6119) (DTS)

735. SFASON TICKETS - THE APPROACH CAR PARK

The Director of Technlcal Services reported a scheme to
introduce weekly season tickets for the above car park to
counteract a steady decline in the number of users.

Members questioned the effective management of the car park
and, as with the previous item, were concerned at the costs
assoclated with the introduction of such a scheme. They
asked that the weekly tlickets only ke Introduced, the
estimates for publlcity and improvement works to the
attendant.'s hut to be discussed in the further report to be
submltted in reapect of Minute 734 above.

RECOMMENDED (1) That the Councll undertakes the lssue of
weekly gseason tickets at The Approach Car Park, Raylelgh.

(2) That the charge for such a ticket be set
at £1.75 including V.A.T. based on the current car parking
chargeg.

(3) That the Director of Technlcal Services be
authorised to arrange to sell such tickets direct to the
publle at the car park on Monday mornings between 6.30 a.m.
and 9.30 a.m. or at such other times as he considers
necessary.

(4) That the Director of Techunical Services be
authorised to Introduce the scheme as soon as the necessary
arrangements have been completed. (6119) (DTS)

Cham"m ‘___,JQ‘ Gc‘{QgZ__\ Dd@ 2. 7.-4%
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_ROCHFORD DISTRICT COUNCIL

“"FINANCE AND PERSONNEL COMMITTEE - 9th DECEMBER 1982
1

REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF FINANCE

J

{

1.

Accounts Paid

Accounts amounting to £5,373,399.05 were paid during October 1982. The

Committee's confirmation of payment Is requested.

Capital and Revenue Estimates 1982/83

Expenditure Control 1982/83

To review the Capltal Expenditure to date with the planned expenditure

for the year.

CAPITAL PROGRAMME 1982/83

Estimate Estimate to

Committee Actual to Comparison of
1982/83 31/10/82 31/10/82 Actual to
Estimate to
31/10/82
£ g £ [ A
Planning Services
Conservation Grants 50,000 29,000 11,299 17,701~ 39
50,000 29,000 11,299 17,701~ 39
FINANCE & PERSONNEL
House Purchage Loan 400,000 233,333 54,700 178,633~ 14
Car Parks 18,000 500 202 298~ 40
Loans to Qutside Bodles 25,000 25,000 23,488 1,512~ 94
Grants to Outside Bodlies 1,000 - - - -
Vehicle Plant & Equip. 98,000 98,000 97,784 216- 100
Staff Car Loans 60,000 35,000 20,916 14,084 60
602,000 391,833 . 197,090 194,743~ 50
Health & Housing
Public Conveniences 11,000 - - - -
Sewerage General 20,000 5,000 2,412 2,588~ 48
Provisions of New
Dwellings 551,000 144,250 51,375 92,875- 36
Improvements & Repairs 256,000 79,483 76,535 2,948- 96
Land 80,000 - - - -
Improvement Grants * 100,000 58,333 83,682 25,349+ 143
Home Insulation Grants 25,000 14,583 16,909 2,326+ 116
Delayed Schemes - - 14,603 14,603+ -
1,043,000 301,649 245,516 56,133~ 81

% Supplementary Estimate Approved £60,000 (Minute 530/82)
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Committee Egtimate Estimate to Actual to Comparison of
1982/83 31/10/82 31/10/82 Actual to
Estimate to
31/10/82
£ ) Z 3 e
Leisgure Services
Sports Halls &

Swim Pools 364,000 284,000 291,422 7,422+ 103
Community Centre 308,000 161,000 156,053 4,947~ 97
Public Halls 92,000 34,000 43,391 9,391+ 128

764,000 479,000 490,866 11,866+ 102

* Supplementary Estimate Approved £10,000 (Minute 338/82)

Policy & Resources
Rochford Computer

Centre 84,000 49,000 67,499 18,499+ 137
84,000 49,000 67,499 18,499+ 137
Development Services
Land & Property
Purchase 140,000 81,667 43,527  38,140- 53
Highways General 6,000 - - - -
146,000 81,667 43,527 38,140~ 53
Grand Total all
Committees 2,689,000 1,332,149 1,055,797 276,352~ 79
b) Supplementary Estimates Approved Capital Revenue Minute Ref
Mill Hall alterations 10,000 b= 338/82
Lelgure Directorate - 14,100 455/82
Street lighting -

Rayleigh High Street 5,000 - 531/82
Meals on Wheels - Rayleigh - 2,400 537/82
Restoration — Dutch Cottage 33,000 - 550/82
Improvement Grants 60,000 - 530/82
Christmas Lights -

Rayleigh High Street. - 5,000 661/82

3. Insurance
a) Claims

To report the claims mada, settled and outstanding.
made and 19 claims settled since the last report.

There have been 12 claing
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b)

(a)

-~ (b)

(e)

Risgk Total No. Settled Outstandling
of Claims Claims Amount Claimsa
Motor Vehicle 4 8 £2081.47 20
Third Party 8 3 £ 181.73 47
Other - 8 £1067.10 11

Accidents to Motor Vehicles

To report the accident involving Council Vehicles which have been notified to
the Insurance Company aince the last report.

Date of Accldent Vehicle Estimated amount Remarks
of damage
14.10.82 GVX 4707 £40 Council freighter hit
by overtaking T.P.
vehicle.

17. 9.82 LPB 605P Nil to Council Alleged that Council
vehlcle T.P. frefghter hit parked
unknown. T.P. vehicle.

6. 7.82 UPD 314X Nil to Council Council freightér struck
vehicle T.P. guttering whilst
unknown. reversing.

9,11.82 UPD 314X Nil to Council Councll freighter struck
vehicle T.P. parked car whilst
unknown. reversing in car park

r/o shops.

Rating & Valuation

Rateable Value

The rateable value of the dfgtrict has remained unchanged at £10,296,959 since
the last meeting of the Committee.

Rate Recovery, Magistrates Court and Bailiff Actiom

To report the number of cases for the recovery of the General Rate taken up
to 26th November 1982,

No. of Summonses No. of Distreas No. of Distress No. of Applications
Warrants obtalned Warrant passed to for Committals
to Bailiff Outstanding
798 472 122 3

Collection of General Rates for period to 19th November 1982

1982/83 1981/82
Total Collected % of Rate Billing Total Collected % of Rate Billing
£ Dabit 2 Dehit
9,246,341 70% 8,036,221 71%




(@)

(e)

5.

(a)

(b)

Rate Rebated Granted 1982 /1983

As a result of the Government's pension Iincreases from 22nd November 1982 and
the amendmente to the needs allowances all rate rebates are being recalculated
at the present tilme.

The atatistics from the recalculations will be reported to the next GCommittee
meeting.

Rent Rebates & Allowances Granted 1982/1983

As with rate rebates a recalculation is necessary to all rent rebates and
allowances.

The statlstics, together with details of the cases transferred from the DHSS
under the new Housing Benefit regulations will be reported to the next
Committee meeting.

Income

To report the income received (excluding General Rates) over the main heads.

Type Income 1.4.82 to 31.10.82
£

General 1,331,574
House Purchase Loans 1,070,639
Houging Rents 1,594,245
Government Grants 2,722,958
Invested Loans Repaid — Principal 4,070,000
- Interest 3,216
Loans Raised 21,620,350
£32,412,982

Loans Pool

Loans Pool Transactions

Interest rates have continued to ease since the last Committee report and it
is antlcipatad that Funding, 1.e. longer—term borrowing, will become a viable
alternative to short-term temporary loans that have been the recent trend
within the statutory limits. In particular, Public Works Loana Board Funds
have been very competitive with rates Iin the commercial sector and the
possiblility of realising the Council'’s full allowance from the PWLB i3 under
revliew.

Loans Held in Loans Pool as at 18th November 1982

£ A Average Rate of Interest
MORTGAGE
PWLB 10,680,565 47,79 10.68
Other 261,225 1.17 5.93
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8.

BONDS

Mortgage 5,750,000 25.73 13.10
Local 2,191,400 9.81 13.15
STOCK 1,000, 000 448 12.00
TEMPORARY 2,464,000 11.02 9.88

£22,347,190 100.00 11.46

Agslsted Car Purchase Loan Scheme

In accordance with Minute 200/74 the following Car Purchase Loans have been
approved since the last Commlttee meetlng and are reported for informatfon:-

Name Deglgnation Amount

&
A.J. Meredith Environmental Health Offlcer 1,575.36
P.C. Clark Planning Asgiatant 1,880.00

Stores Stocktaking

In accordance with Minute 213/82 the results of the countinuous stocktaking
carried out by the Director of Technical Services for the second quarter of
the current Financlal Year are reported below:-—

No. of 1tems checked 201
No. in surplus 35
No. in deficit 17

Variances as a % of total cover 25.87%

0f the 52 items having a difference between actual and expected levels, 42
{80.8%) had a value of £15 or less.

The three largest surpluses and deficlences were:-—

Surpluses No. Value
£

Glass plecas 20 packets 134.20
Hardwood w/cills 14 metres 70.70
Plywood 9 square metres 57.42
Deficlencesn

Insulation board 9 gquare metres 27.90
Prepacked aggregate 12 1bs 19.68
2" = 2" pp wood 16 metres 11.84
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ROCHFORD DISTRICT COUNCIL

FINANCE & PERSONNEL COMMITTEE - 9TH DECEMRER, 1982

REPORT OF THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE

Manpower Statement

In accordance with Minute 524/81l detalls of the Counecil's manpower levels,
incorporating the Quarterly Joint Manpower Watch Figures for the quarter ending
12th September, 1982 are attached.

The following notes relate to the tablegi-

1. Increase in establishment due to the opening of Clements Hall Phagse III
and addition of Bar and Cafeteria -~ full time, part time and casual
staff.

2. One extra post —~ due to Unified Housing Benefits (Minute 341/82 refers).

3. Trangfer of one post between departments.
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16.

17.
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ROCHFORD DISTRICT COUNCIL

REPORT OF THE JOINT WORKS AND SAFETY PANEL

At a Meeting held on 3rd November, 1982. Present:

Representing the Council Side:-

Councillors A.J. Harvey (Chairman), J.A. Glbson and R.H. Helman.

Representing the Works Side:-

Mesasre. J. Campbell, R. Cummingham, J. Dowie, K. Hodgson,
M. Mackey and T. Wright (representing N.U.P.E.)

MINUTES

The Panel approved the Minutes of the Meeting held on 22nd
September 1982.

Arising from this item reference was made to the drivers'’
supplement (Minute €) and the fitters standby arrangements (Minute
7). The Council Side Members undertook to consider further all
supplenentary payunents when the next annual review of bonus levels
was carrled out for implementation from April 1983.

NEW MEMBERS

Mr. Dowie introduced Mr. R. Cunningham representing the craftsmen
saction and Mr. K. Hodgson represeanting leisurae services.

IMPLEMENTATION OF 39 HOUR WEEK (Minute 8 refers)

Reference was made to previous discusaions and the Council Side
reaffirmed thelr preference for a dlatribution of thea one hour
reduction over the working week by delaying start of work by 15
minutes from Tuesday to Friday.

The Works Side similarly reaffirmed their preference for a
reduction of one hour on the Friday afternoon, bringing forward
the lunch break period on that day in order to ensure that a
worthwhile working period was left following the lunmch break. The
Members Side could not accept the objections raised by Works Side
to the later working start and pointed out the difficulties of
reducing the working arrangements to what would, i{n effect, be a
four and a half day week.

Further discussion then ensued as a result of which reference
was made to the possibility of an arrangement being reached which
would at least enable the Council to achleve some saving on the
additional expenditure which would nacessarily be incurred by the
raeduction of the working week by one hour on a Friday afternoon.
It was suggested that the introduction of direct credit payments,
initially on a weekly basis, would produce some economies to
offset the cost of the reduced working week although this would
have to be applied to all Yorks 3taff, with no exceptions.

631063
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After some discussion, independently, agreement was reached, in
principle, to reduce the working week by one hour on Friday
afternoons and, in order to offset the additional expenditure, to
consider introduction of a direct credit payment system to all
Works Staff.

It was recogunlsed that there were a number of matters of detall
relating to the direct credit arrangements which would have to

be reasolved and that there might be employees who would require
gpecial arrangements and assistance in the initial period. It
was agreed that the detailed mechanics of the scheme would be
further discussed aud resolved by Management Team in consultation
with the Works Side representatives.

RECOMMENDED That the Council agree in principle:-

(1) to the reduction of the working week by one hour, to be
taken at the end of the Friday working day, and, in order
to offset the cost of the reduced working week, the
arrangenents be subject to Works Side representatives
of the Joint Worke and Safety Panel recommending to the
men, and to the men agreeing, to the introduction of
a direct credit payment system, ou & weekly basis.

{ii} to any necessary auendments to exiating working
arrangements, and speclal arrangements for individual
employees to adapt to ditrect credit payments belng agreed
between Management and Works Side representatives.

PARKING AT ROCHFORD DEPQOT

The Works Side drew attention to the lack of car parking spaces
within the Depot to accommodate all of the employees and auggested
that some consideration be given to the relocation of a number

of items of materlals which are at present atored on parking
areas.

RECOMMENDED (1) That the matter be reviewed with a view to
relocating stored materfals withian the Depot and that, in the
meantime, a maximum of 8 parking spaces be made avallable within
the Back Lane ataff car park for use by Depot staff.

(2) That a further report be submitted by the
Director of Technical Services to the next meeting of the Panel.

STANDARDS OF CLEANSING

Reference was made to the very poor standard of cleansing within
the Depot administrative and canteen areas. The Council Side
Mewbers accepted the points ralsed and

RECOMMENDED That the Director of Technlcal Services carry out,
28 a matter of urgency, a review of the existing cleansing
arrangements within the Depot with a view to achleving an

immediate improvement in cleacsing standards and report further
to the next meeting of the Panel.

it
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WORK EXPERIENCE

The Chief Executive referred to work experience schemes which
were used extensively within the administrative offices and
gought agreement to the iantroductlon of similar arramngements on
the Works Side.

Works Side representatives indicated that they would have no
objectlons to the introductlon of such a scheme.

RECOMMENDED That approval be given to the implementation of work

experience achemes, as conslidered appropriate, within the Works
Side.

DATE OF NEXT MEETING

It was agreed that the next meetlng of the Panel would be held
on Wednesday, 15th December, 1932 at the Depot.

62408
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ROCHFORD DISTRICT COUNCIL Agenda Item g

FINANCE AND PERSONNEL COMMITTEE - 9 DECEMBER 1982

REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF FINANCE

EMPLOYMENT, INDUSTRIAL AND COMMERCTAL DEVELOPMENT - INITIATIVE OF LOCAL
AUTHORITY (Minute 340/82)

On 17 June 1982 this Committee considered a report of the Chief Executive
regarding initiatives the Council could take to promote industrial and commer-
cial development in this area together with ways in which help or assistance
could be provided to existing employers. This included:-

1. assistance toc industrial and commercial ratepayers in difficulty with
rate payments.

2. the promotion for Government consideration of an industrial/commercial
Rate Rebate scheme or the re-~introduction of industrial and commercial
de-rating.

These points might be considered separately as the former proposal is a
local policy matter and the latter proposal one which needs to be considered
on a natbtional basis.

Since the June report was discussed the Council has, of coursze, gainasd first
hand experience of a practical situation of "aid to industry", le., the
Matchbox arrangements. The considerations relating to the decisions made
1n respect of the three-year rate deferment and interest-free loan tock
into account a number of special factors, viz, Lesneys were the largest
gingle employer in the District and the new company were looking actually
to extend activity in Rochford as a result of closing their Hackney plant.
Nevertheless, a number of principles were established which could usefully
be applied elsewhere.

The following paragraphs give some detailed consideration to the areas identi-
fied previously.

i. Assistance with Rate Payments

Until recently the law provided that only domestic ratepayers were
entitled to pay the Rate by monthly instalments, but the Local Government,
Planning and Land Act 1980 introduced this facllity to other types

of ratepayer as long as the rateable value of the property concerned

did not exceed (in this area) £2,000. However, as far as this District

is concerned the general policy has been for several years now that
instalment facilities be made available to all classes of ratepayer.
Indeed, approximately 35% of non-domestic ratepayers already elect

to pay either 10 or 12 monthly instalments, and a further 5% by quarterly
payments.

Further more, this Councll remains one of the 24 local authorities

in England and Wales who still offer a discount for the prompt payment
of the General Rate. The 21% discount offered by this Authority has
an annual equivalent of approximately 12% and a good number of rate-
payers who recognise this and take advantage of the discount scheme

occupy commercial or industrial properties.

/contd. . . .
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The same Act of Parliament which introduced instalments for non-domestic
ratepayers was also the instrument which set up Enterprise Zones. These
are a new experimental approach to stimulating economic activity. Within
selected areas of a few hundred acres, controls over commerce and industry
are relaxed or their applications speeded up, and certain tax burdens

are removed. The idea 18 to give the private sector greater freedom

to get on with the job of wealth creation without attempts by central

or local Government to favour particular types of economic activity.
Encouraging private sector involvement i1s the whole point of the Enterprise
Zone.

Within the Zones commercial and industrial enterprises are exempt from
local rates and development land tax. They also have 100% tax allowances
for capital spending on buildings. The areas created are in the severely
depressed parts of the country.

There does exist under Section 137, Local Government Act 1972, the provision
to earmark the equivalent of a 2p rate for projects in the interest

of the area or any part of 1t, for all, or some of its inhabitantas. -
A neighbouring authority 1s operating a scheme to attract new busineas

to 1ts area by offering, subject to certain qualifying criteria, a grant
equal to 50% of the firms rent and Rate expenditure for the first three
years of operation. The Council fund these grants by providing a certain
sum set aside from each Rate levy. It would be possible, if the Council
thought fit, to operate such a scheme in this District, although in
Rochford's case the financial restriction of approximately £200,000

per annum must be recognised bearing in mind the commitment to Matchbox

over the next three years. It has also been suggested that such inducements
do little to create new employment but merely encourage ''boundary hopping"
by entrepreneurs in surrounding areas who will transfer existing businesses,
Clearly there would need to be suitable safeguards to avoid this.

On the pure Rating aspect the Director of Finance has delegated powers
to make, with speclfic ratepayers, arrangements for the discharge of

the General Rate and uses these powers regularly when faced with the

day to day problems of non-payment. Finance Directorate staff have
instructions to avoid the necessity to instigate legal proceedings for
the recovery of the Rate if at all possible. In a number of cases this
means the acceptance of weekly or fortnightly payments but i1in each case
close monitoring of the payments 1s essential. The advanced computer
8ystem now in use, with the early reminder being sent to a potential
defaulter, acts as a "warning sign" to alert the staff of possible problems
in later months. By the adoption of such a system (Minute 84/81 refers)
it 18 possible to "head off" potential Summons cases with an arrangement
to settle the debt and so avoiding the unpleasantness and associated
costs of Magistrates Court action.

Delegated powers are also used to provide relief under Section 25, Genersal
Rate Act 1967 where 1t appears that a property included in the Valuation
List is being used only in part. At the request of the Director of
Finance the Valuation Officer will ascribe a value to the part which

i3 used and the Rate charge will be reduced accordingly. This proviaion
1g intended for use for short term unoccupancy only (say six months)

and is rarely used in cases other than when repairs, replacement or
building works are involved.

/Contd L[] - * - -
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ii. National 3cheme for Rate Relief

It is recognised by many that commerce and industry has arguably reached
an all time low and whilst the current trend in interest rates may

go some way in helping companies keap away from the doors of the Official
Recelver's Office it must be borne in mind that in goed times, when
profits are high, the Rate bill represents s small percentage of turnover
and has little or no significant effect on profits, However, when
profit levels shrink or disappear altogether that same bill is seen

as an 1tem of expenditure totally outside the control of company manage-~
ment which could force the firm into liquidataion.

In 1929 when lndustry was last faced with similar prpblems the Government
thought it appropriate to relieve freight transport and industry of

75% of the Rate burden and bear the cost itself by way of Government
grant. This concession subsisted for a further 30 years aventually

to be phased ocut in the early 1960's. To reinstate such de~rating

would require new leglslation.

In the mid-1960's the pendulum swung and it was the domestic ratepayer
who was said to be in need of Rate relief and so it was that domestic
Rate relief was born. In its infancy the assistance was a modest 5d

(a fraction over 2p) in the £ but it grew annually until in 1976 1t

was "frozen" at 18.5p. This means today that, whatever the Rate levy

in a particular area, domestic ratepayers pay 18.5p in the £ less than
non domestic ratepayers. It also means that the larger the rateable
value of a house, the greater is the relief for the housholder concerned.
The cost of this relief is met by a 90% Government subsidy.

One of the easiest and simplest ways, without the need for any legislation,
to relieve industry of part of the Rate liability would be to reduce
domestic Rate relief or abandon 1t altogether and move the related

grant saved into block grant which would have the effect of shifting

some of the Rate burden back to domestic ratepayera.

Another possible scheme to relieve industry and commerce of the burden
of the Rate would be the introduction of a non domestic rebate scheme
which could possibly be based on the audited accounts of a company.
This again would involve legislation and might possibly prove difficult
to administer, particularly with large national companies or those
with several branches in a number of rating districts. However, the
problems would not be insurmountable but the scheme itself may be open
to abuse.

Whatever the remedy to the current problems of commerce and industry
it must be recognised that, within its powers, Rochford assists wherever

possible and that further help may only be achieved through a major
change in policy or Government legislation.

The Committee'’s instructions in relation to this report are requested.

¢ 21088
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ROCHFORD DISTRICT COUNCIL

Minutes of the Pollicy and Resources Committee

At a meeting held on 14th December 1982. Present:
Councillors A.J. Harvey (Chailrman), R.H. Boyd, W.H. Budge,
Mra. L.M.A. Campbell-Daley, L.K. Cope, T. Fawell,

R.D. Foster, J.A. Glbson, D.R. Helson, R.H. Holman,

Mrs Jo Jones, F.B.G. Jopson, Miss B.G.J. Lovett,

Mrs. J.M. Murison, R.A. Pearson, J.A. Sheaf, C. Stephenson,
A.L., Tate, B. Taylor, T.J. Warner and P.GC. Wood.

Apologies: Councillor E.H.Adcock.

Visiting: Councillor E.E.Daley.

Regolved that the Minutes of the meeting of the 2nd NWovember
and the special meeting.of the 16th November be approved as a

correct record and signed by the Chalrman.

MONLTORING OF PERFORMANCE-

(A} POLICY AND RESOURCES COMMITTEE - MEETINGS OF 22ND JUNE
AND 5TH OCTOBER

(B) COUNCIL - MEETINGS OF 18TH MAY, 6TH JULY, 5TH OCTOBER AND
12TH OCTOBER

The Committee were satisfled that all necessary action had
been taken. Minute 550 was carried forward. (21210)(CE)

MINUTES OF COMMITTEES

The Committee received the following Minutes:-

Commlttee Date Minute Nos
Health & Housing 23rd November 663 - 685
Planning Services 30th November 686 - 692

Land rear of Councll O0ffices, Rochford (Minute 691)

It was noted that this item would be further discussed later
in the meeting.

Leisure Services 2nd December 693 - 705
Development Services 7th December 706 - 723
Finance & Personnel 9th December 724 - 735

PANEL REPORTS

The Coumittee consldered the following appended reports:-—

Panel Date

Appolntments 2nd Noveuber
Community Centres 4th November
Esgex Games 1984 10th November
Appointments 18th November
Chalrmans 22nd November
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Policy and Resources Committee

RECOMMENDED: (1) That the Egsex Games Steering Committee for
1984 report the re-entitled "Report of the Easex Games
Inaugural Committee".

(2) That, in item 10 of the Report of the
Chalrmans' Panel, "recommended"” be substituted for
“agreed"” in the 4th line of the 2nd paragraph and for the
word "guggested” in the 7th line of the same paragraph.

(3) That the appended reports, as amended, and
the recommendations therein be adopted. (MT)

PASTORAL MEASURE 1968 - ASHINGDON AND SOUTH FAMBRIDGE,
PROPOSED UNION OF PARISHES

The Chief Executlve reported that the Dlocesan Pastoral
Committee was consldering proposals for the union of these
two ecclesiastical parishes.

The Committee had no comments on the proposed union.(l) (CE)

APPOINTMENTS TO OUTSIDE BODIES

RECOMMENDED (1) That the Council side of the Freight
House Management Committee he Counclillors A.J.Harvey, Mre.
J.M.Murison, J.A.Sheaf and D.C.Wood.

(2) That the Council side of the Raylelgh
Grange Community Centre Management Committee be Councillors
A.J.Harvey, R.H.Holman, M.J.Jones, Miss B.G.J.Lovett and
J.A.8heaf.

(3) That the Council representative on the
Southend Health Authority be Councillor D.C.Wood.

(4) That attendance at Meetings of all the
above bodles be regarded as an approved duty.

(435,21535 and 26609) (DLS)

ROCHFORD COMPUTER PANEL

Appended to the Agenda was a report of the Panel setting out
its Revenue Budget for 1983/84 and its Capltal Programme for
1983/85.,

RECOMMENDED That the appended Revenue Budget and Capital
Programme be incorporated in the Draft Estimates for
1983/84.(1652) (DF)

MAKING THE RATE 1983/84 (Mipute 730/81)

The Chairman of the Commlttee made the following statement:

"Before I ask the Members to consider the target figure which
Management Team should he set for next year's distrilct rate T
should 1like to paint a brief pilcture of events leading up to
gur deliberations for 1983/84,

Since the current rate was flrst consldered in December last
vyear, there have heen a number of encouraging signs within
the national economy which have had a beaneficial impacty on
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Policy and Resources Committee

Rochford's finances. The considerable slowing down in the
rate of price increases as reflected in the Retall Prices
Index has been a most welcome feature during recent months.
The reduction in interest rates reflects the desire of the
Government to get industry moving again and also has the
effect of cutting the cost of financing the Councll's capital
investment programme. Pay rises have also been on a downward
trend and for a labour Intensive service like local
government the henefits to the ratepayer are clear.

On the other hand, however, the Government countinues to take
a very strong line in 1ts determination fo redyce the volume
of public expenditure. Its main method of influencing local
governuent over Its spending declsions is through the
operation of the Rate Support Grant. In the last two years
the proportion of the cost of running local authority
services which 12 met by the Government has been reduced and
the plans for 1983/84 will {include a further reduction.

Grant penalties have been introduced and those authorities
who have not been prepared to operate services more
efficiently have been forced to pay the price through massive
rate increasesa. IHere in Rochford we have always attempted to
follow Government guidelines - regardless of which party is
in power. Our staff restructuring exercise two years ago has
enabled us to keep rate increases to a minimum and yet
continue to expand our aservices.

On rate increases generally, the Council's record is an
envliable one and comparisons with retall prices over a period
of years produce an Iinteresting statistlc. Between March
1975 and March 1982 retail prices increased by 148%Z, but the
Rochford district rate went up from 10.7 pence in the pound
to 14.3 pence ~ an increase of just 34%. All this at 3 time

when Counecil services were expanding at an unprecedented
rate.

The low level of rate increase has been achieved through
careful financizl management and a commitment to forward
planning. Tt would be easy to go for a nll rate rise in one
year only to be followed by a massive increase the following
vear. This 1s not the Rochford way! The target system which
has operated so successfully relles on a forecasting exercise
which covers not one, but three years ahead. 1In this way the
Councll’s services can be planned sensibly and at a
reasonable coat to the ratepayer.

1 should now 1like to turn to the 1983/84 rate and MOVE from
the Chalr, that the target be set 30 as to increase the rate
by a maximum of 7% over the current figure. Let there he no
illusions about this -~ it is a tough target. The Council
continues to provide new facilitles within the district, the
costs of which must be met. The exciting Freight House
Community Centre will open at the end of January 1983. The
M111l Hall in Rayleigh has been improvedj the third phage of
Clements Hall is operating most successfully and the tenders

waluvd



o

-
£

D

Policy and Resources Commlttee

for Phase IV will be veceived shortly. When the Government
invited local authorities to submit additional bids for
housing capital investment Rochford was there at the front of
the queue and the Council's programme for 1983/84 will
provide for schemes 1n all parts of the district costing more
than £3 million. Taking all these factors Into account T
would suggest that a rate Ilncrease of 7% which amounts to a
"standstill" bearlng in uind the current level of inflation
represents a good deal for the ratepayer.

In addition, I should like to incorporate a recommendation on
charges for Council servicea for next year within this agenda
item. In view of the rate target already mentioned I MOVE
that, with one exception, charges for various Council
actlvities be increased by a MAXIMUM of 7% from April 1983,
rounded up to the next 5 pence in appropriate cases, or such
LOWER percentage as consldered reasounable by the officers
depending on the level of demand in particular areas.

The one exception to this increase concerns car parking
charges. Dally prices have not increased since charges were
introduced in November 1980. If no adjustment 1s made in
1983/84 the car park revenue account will be running at a
loss - to the tune of about £15,000. This situation is
totally unacceptable and T therefore MOVE that the following
charges be introduced in April 1983 or as soon as possible
thereafter:-

Dally charges

Up to 2 hours - 20p
2 = 4 hours - 30p
Over 4 hours - 50p

Weekly tilcket £2.20
(All these charges to include VAT)
i

Season Tlckets

Monthly - £ 7.00
Quarterly - £17.00
Annual - £50.00

Town Centre Permits - £50.00

All these charges are subject to VAT at the standard
rate.

This scale is estimated to yield an addlitional £25,000,in a
full year and put the car park revenue account back im a
gmall surplus.
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Policy and Resources Commlttee

The maln change relates to the introduction of a 20 pence
charge for a 2 hour period compared with the current 10 pence
for the first hour and 20 pence for over 1 hour and up to 3
hours. The major criticism since charges were intcoduced
concerned the shortness of the first period. It is hoped
that the introduction of a 2 hour charge will meet that
criticism, although I realise the imposition of any increase
in car parking charges will always stlr the emotions. As a
result of the proposed charging structure, there will also be
gome users who will actually pay less, because the present
cost of parking for between 3 and &4 hours 13 40 pence
compared with my proposal of 30 pence, and a number, who
presently park for 2 hours and pay 20 pence will still only
pay 20 pence from next year.

L

But T must make the overall positlon absolutely clear, -
without an increase in charges the revenue account will f£all
into deficit and T find it unacceptable to ask the general

body of ratepayers to subsldise the motorist.

To summarise — I MOVE the following recommendations:-

1. The 1983/84 rate target be set so as to increase the
district rate by a maximum of 7% over the current
figure.

2. The scale of charges for various Council activities be
increased from April 1983 by a maximum of 7% rounded up
to the next 5 pence in approprlate cases, or such lower
percentage as consldered reasonable by the officers
depending on the level of demand, with the exception of -

3. Car parking charges - where the scale which I have just
described shall apply from April 1983 or as soon as
possible thereafter.”

Without digsent, Members applauded the intent to contaln
the rise 1n the General Rate within the level of
inflation projected for the coming year and noted that
this was being achieved alougside an ambitious programme
of not only maintaining but substantially iwmproving
Councll services and facllities.

Some Councillors felt the raising of car parking charges

a retrograde step which might be detrimental to local
shopkeepers but the majority were unconvinced, believing
the rises were modest and should be borme by the motorist
not: the general ratepaver. It was pointed out that there
would need to be an amended Traffie Regulation Order, that
the procedural steps were lengthy and might not be completed
before lat April next although every effort would be made

to do so.

The Committee were convinced that the proposals showed
the right way forward and that they would be supported by
the majority of ratepayers.

1073



Policy and Resources Committee

The Chalrman stressed that it was his iuntention that the
revised charges once increased would not be altered for at
least two years.

RECOMMENDED (1) That the 1983/84 rate target be set so as
to increase the District Rate by a maximum of 7% over the
current flgure.

{2) Thet the scale of charges for various
Councll activities be increased from April 1983 by a maximum
of 7% rounded up to the next 5 pence in appropriate cases or
such lower percentage as 1s considered reasonable by the
Of ficers depending on the level of demand.

(3) That the Director of Legal Services be
authoriged to take all necessary steps to revoke the Mstrict
of Rochford (0ff-Street Parking Places) Order 1980 and make a
new Traffic Regulation Order to

a. Give effect of the revised charges detalled in the
preamble hereto

b. Make car park tickets transferable hetween all Councill
car parks within the hours pre-paild

c. Exclude payment of charges on Public Holidays.
(759) (MT)

744, CROUCH HARBOUR AUTHORITY (Minute 378/81)

Appended to the Agenda was a copy of a report submitted to
the County Councll detailing the history and functions of the
Harbour Authority and explaining that, even with economiesn
made and planned, its finances were in a parlous state
requiring a subsidy of £4,500 p.a. 1f it were to continue.

If 1t were not to continue, 1its functions would fall on local
authorities at a far greater coast than at present.

Maldon Distriect Councll and Chelumeford Borough Counecill
jointly and the County Councll singly were prepared to pay
one third each of the required subsidy.

The Councll representative on the Authority spoke agaln of
his digsenchantment saying that he was opposed to sending more
good momney after bad but other Members thought that current
proposals indicated a new approach which should be

supported.

RECOMMENDED That provision be made 1in the Estimates for the

next three years in the sum of £1,500 as this Council's

contribution to the coats of the Crouch Harbour Authority.
(4588) (DR)

745, CONFERENCE -~ CONTRACTING OUT (Minute 653/82)

The Chief Executive submitted a Local Government Chronicle
report on the conference which had been well-attended with
delegates agreelng that there were cases for and against
contractors and Direct Labour Organisations.

guio74
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Policy and Resources Committee

RECOMMENDED That, it being noted that the Conference
Organlsers had met the expenses of the Chief ¥xecutive as a
speaker at the Conference, the Officer be permitted to retain
any fee payable. {218 and P¥) (CE)

AUDIT AND THE POLICY MAKER

The Chief Executive submitted the appended report.

RECOMMENDED That the report be received and the
recommendation contalned therein adopted. (228)(CE)

LAND REAR OF COUNCIL OFFICES (Minute 691/82)

The Chalrman of the Committee made the following statementi:-—

"Members will have read the report of the Chief Fxecutilve
dealing with this 1tem.

I do not intend to allow discussion upon the planning merits
of the South Street Application because under our present
system that is a matter which should properly be dealt with
by either the Councll, as the Local Planning Authority, or
its Planning Committee.

At this polnt I think it is important that I should remind
Members that 1t 1s the full Council which 18 the Local
Planning Authority and whilst through the exercilse of
delegated powers a Commlttee or, indeed, a Chlef Officer can
commit the Council, no Commlttee 1s or can be more powerful
that the full Councll. If the Council should decide to
review a decision and as a reasult of that review come to a
different decision to that of one of its Commlttees 1t is
perfectly entitled to do so. To have any other situation
would offend the basic principles of Administrative and
Constlitutional Law.

Indeed it has been the practice of the Authority since its
constitution in 1974 that all Committeesg report through the
Policy and Resources Committee. The Policy and Resources
Committee has authority to review the recommendations of
Committees and 1n accordance with Standing Order 34.2 where
the recommendation of a Committee and the Policy and
Resources Committee are at vaviance the Committee's decision
shall "be of no effect”.

I deliberately do not ask Members to conslder the Plapning
Isgues tonlight although I belleve it would be possible for me
to do so. The reason why it would be possihle for this
Committee and Councll to debate the matter is hecause the
declalon of the Planning Services Commlttee has not yet in
law taken effect. 7Tt will wnot take effect until the decision
notice is 1ssued. I have in conaultation with the Chalrman
of the Council given instructions that the declsion notice
should not be lssued until after the Council meeting next
week.,

vainys
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I have taken this unprecedented decision because I believe
that Members should have time to reflect upon the conclusion
they arrived at last week and I intend &o move from the Chair
that the Council be Recommended to ask the Planning Services
Committee to reconsider its decislion on this application at a
Special Meeting to be held on 5th January 1983.
Reconsideration of a decislon 18 not without a precedent,
indeed earlier this year the Planning Services Committee
reconsidered its decision on "Franelle" at Rawreth following
a request from the applicant.

My reasons for asking this Committee to approve such a
recommendation are as as follows:-—

1) the Council has already arrived at a general policy on
the land in question as explained in the Chief Executive's
report.

2) the Committee's attention was not in my view adequately -
drawn to 1ts earlier general policy.

3) the Committee's attention was not drawn to the provisions
of Circular 9/80 - "Land for Private Housebullding":-

" 2. Housebuilding provision is determined by structure and
local plans. But to meet the dwelling productlon that
those imply, local authorities need to ensure that adequate
supplies of suitable land are actually available at all
times. This can only be done if authorities carry out,
with builders, detailed examilnations of potential sites.
The Secretary of State requests the active co—operation of
local authorities in dolng this.”

or 22/80 —~ "Development Control - Policy and Practice" and
I quote Clrcular 22/80 as follows:-—

"3. The planning systems should play a helpful part in
rebullding the economy. Development control must avoid Al
placing unjustified obstacles in the way of any development
egpecially 1f it 18 for industry, commerce, housing or any
other purpose relevant to the economic regeneration of the
country. It is, and should be seen to be, part of the
process of making things happen in the right place at the
right time. Local planning authorities are asked therefore
to pay greater regard to time and efficiency; to adopt a
more positive attitude to planning applicatilons: to
facllitate development: and always to grant planning
permission, having regard to all material considerations,
unless there are sound and clear—-cut reasons for refusal.
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They are also asked to ensure that thelr planning policies
and practlices create the right conditions to enable the
house building industry to meet the public's need for
housing.

11. The Government want to make sure that the planning
system is as positive and as helpful as 1t can be to
investment in industry and commerce and to the development
industry. ...authoritles are now asked to pick out for
priority those applleations which in their Jjudgment will
contribute most to natlonal and local economic activity.
These may or may not be the large developments and
authorities should bear In mind the vital role of small-
scale enterprises in promoting future economic growth.”

4) the reasons for refusal lack substance in that the County
Surveyor ralses no objections on highway grounds; the County
Planner raises no objections on Structure Plan grounds; in
accordance with the terms of Circular 23/81 "the absence of a
local plan or the fact that one 13 in the offing is not of
itself sufficlent reason for refusing planning permission™;
the District Council in the Structure Plan 1s charged with
the duty of determining the inner boundary of the Green Belt,
that boundary should last for a period beyond the Structure
Plan period. The residents of Grested Court will only be
moved with their full agreement.

For all these material reasons, which I do not believe were
properly aired at the Committee, I move the recommendation."

A Member suggested that the proposal was prompted by
political motives but was convinced by the Chairman's
interjection that this was not the case. Indeed, the
Chairman went on to say that, because of his long residence
and passionate interest im Rochford, he had been upset
because certain information had not been given to the
Planning Services Committee and, not being able to be present
on the firat occaslon, he pleaded, purely personally, for an
opportunity to put his points to the proposed Special
Heeting.

The Chalrman of the Councll believed the decilgion to have
been mistaken and that detalled information had not been
supplied bacause it had not been envisaged that the Planning
Services Committee would upsget Council policy that had
previously been conslstently supported from all sides.

Several Members spoke in support of reconsideration,
believing that exceptional circumstances justified making an
exception to Councll practice concerning the delegated
functions of the Planning Services Committee.

Other Councillors disputed that inadequate information had

been given and drew attention to the advice that had bheen
offered and the volume of the wrltten report of the Director

goiev?
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of Town Planning. Concern was expressed about the way in
which the rules of the Councll were being used in this
instance and 1L was contended that the corrvect approach would
be the submission of a revised application. It was argued
that there had been changes 1n the make—up of the Council
Bince earlier declisions had been made and that, 1n any case,
those decisions had been made without the benefit of publie
response to consultations on the application.

Another Member suggested that the proper way to deal with the
matter was for the application to be referred to the District
Plan Working Party but all agreed that any debate or
discussion should be open to the full glare of publicity and
should not be undertaken by a private and confldentialWorking
Party however well-intentioned was that proposal.

Voting on the motlon was recorded thus:-

For the motion (l4) Councillors L.X.Cope, R.D.Foster,
J.A.Gibson, A.J.Harvey,R.H.Holman, Mrs. Jo Jones,

¥F.B.G. Jopson, Miss B.G.J.lovett, Mrs. J.M.Murison,
R.A.Pearson, J.A.Sheaf, A.L.Tate, B.Taylor and D.C.Wood.

Apainst the Motion (5) Councillors R.H.Boyd,
Mrs. L.M.A.Campbell-Daley, T.Fawell, D.R.Helson and
C.Stephenson.

Abstaining (2) Councillors W.H. Budge aud
T.J.Warner.

RECOMMENDED That the Planning Services Commlitteae be
requested to re—consider application ROC/62/82.(ROC/62/82)
(DL3)

INDUSTRIAL, COMMERCIAL INITIATIVES AND EMPLOYMENT

The Chief Executive reported on his attendance at seminars
and related discussions and suggested a programme for a local
seminar which the Council might sponsor in 1983 gay in the
month of March.

RECOMMENDED That the Chief Executive bBe authorised to

organise the suggested seminar and stage & relevant
exhibition. {28025) (CE)

OFFICE EQUIPMENT — WORD PROCESSORS

The Director of Legal Services reminded Members that the
centralised Word Procesaing Unit had been highly successful,
thatt the workload had expanded enormously and that there was
a2 need to purchase an additional word processor. A word
procegsor and keyboard with printer, sheet feed, discs and
manuals would cost £7,860 provision for which existed within

the Vehicle, Plant and Equipment Replacement Fund.
~



Policy and Resources Committee

RECOMMENDED That the Council do acquire a new word processor
and easential equipment at a cost not exceeding £8,000.

(21741) (DLS)

750. HOUSING INVESTMENT PROGRAMME (Minute 652/82)

RECOMMENDED That, subject to amendment of the first asking
price to £26,250 and substitution of "paragraph 2" far
"paragraph 3" in recommendation (1), the appended report be
received and its recommendations adopted. (881) (DLS)

751. SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS

Resolved that standing order 1.8 be suspended to allow
completion of the remaining business.

752. HQOUSING INVESTMENT PROGRAMME - BRAMERTON ROAD AP SITE

The Director of Legal Services reported on the cost value
ratio of the ahove land acquisition under the local
authority's housing project control procedure.

RECOMMENDED (1) That the necessary documentation be
submitted to the Department of the Environment.

(2) That, subject to Department of the
Envivonment approyal, the Director of Legal Services be
authorised to acquire the site. (4267) (DLS)

753. REGISTER OF PUBLIC BODIES LAND (Minute 515/82)

The Management Team reported that County Councll owned land
to the rear of Brooklands, Rayleilgh was a prime residential
gite likely to command a price in excess of that reasonable
for municipal housing of any sort.

RECOMMENDED That the County Council be informed that the
District Council does not wish to purchase this site.(841)
{DLS)

754. MANPOWER SERVICES COMMISSION — AREA MANPOWER BOARDS

The Chief Executive reported that the Essex County Branch of
the A.D.C. would have one nomination for the new Manpower
Board for Essex.

RECOMMENDED That the nomination of Councillor Mrs. J.Selby
of Castle Polnt District Councll be supported.(7152) (DLS)

Chatman %\M Ddb |-2-%2.
\
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ROCHFORD DISTRICT COUNCIL

POLICY AND RESOYRCES COMMITTEE - 14TH DECEMBER 1982

REPORT OF THE APPOINTMENTS PANEL

At a Meeting held on 2nd November, 1982. Present: Councillors

A.J, Harvey (Chairman}) L.K. Cope, R.D. Foster, J.H. Gibson, F.B.G Jopson,

Misg B.G.J. Lovett, J.A. Bheaf, B. Taylor and D.C. Wood.

APPOINTMENT OF DIRECTOR OF LEISURE - SHORTLIST

The Chairman reported that there were 33 full applicatlons received which,
because of the very size of the content and detall enclosed with each,
it would be too onerous a task to endeavour to eirculate a copy of every

application to every member of the Panel a3 had previously heen agreed.

The Chairman explained that, in the circumstances, he and the Chief
Executive had, quite independently, studied each application 1ln detail
and had selected thelr own provisional shortlist of applicants to be
interviewed. Upon comparison of the lists they were found to be, with
one or two minor exceptions, almost identical and a final list of seven

applicants was agreed.

The Panel were unanimously of the opinlon that in view of the large number
of applications recelved, and the volume of paperwork involved, that it
would not be practicable for each member of the Panel to be supplied with
all applications and that they were happy to rely upon the judgment of

the Chairman and the Chief Executive. It was agreed however that in the

( 11080



unlikely event of an appointment not being made from the shortlisted

applicants then the Panel would loock to the remalnder of the applications

before considering re—advertising the post.

The Panel were advised that, in arriving at a shortlist conslderation
was given to candldates in the higher age bracket, although of course
not precluding younger ones, bearing in mind the existing age structure
within the Department, a mix of private enterprise and local government

candidates and a multipliclty of management discilplines.

Finally, 1t was apreed that a list of the relevant detalls of all

applicants who had not been shortlisted would be circulated to each member

of the Panel.

po1cel



ROCHFORD DISTRICT COUNCIL

POLICY AND RESOURCES COMMITTEE - 14TH DECEMBER 1982

REPORT OF THE COMMUNITY CENTRES PANEL

At a Meeting held on 4th November, 1982. Present:
Councillors D.C. Wood (in the Chair), L.K. Cope, R.D. Foster,
A.J. Harvey, R.H. Holman, and J.A. Sheaf.

Visiting by Invitation: Counclllor C.B. Alger.

APPOINTMENT OF CHAIRMAN

The Chairman of the Panel not belng present at the
commencement , 1t was

Resolved that Councillor D.C. Wood be elected Chairman for
the meeting.

THE FREIGHT HOUSE

The Chief Executlve reported that Rochford Parish Council had
formally written withdrawing from the scheme and requesting
repayment of the £25,000 it had advanced. The Parish Council
argued that there had not been any contract between 1t and
the District Council but that, if there had, it had been
vitiated by the subsequent actions of the District Council.

The Director of Finance sald that the failure of the Parish
Council to make the promised £50,000 payment would add to
tevenue expenses £7,300 p.a. In loan charges for 40 years.
There would also bhe a relatively small impact on the Capital
Programme.

The Panel welcomed the news from a Member, who was also a
Hawkwell Parish Councillor, that his Parish Council was
sticking to its bargain if for no other reason than that it
saw it as a fine investment for the future.

Members thought that there was a strong moral duty on the
Rochford Parish Council to stay in the scheme and that the
Parish Councill was misguided in its present attitude but
Councillors saw little point in recrimination and sincerely
hoped that a future Parish Council would view the matter
differently and re—join the consortium.

RECOMMENDED (1) That the Chief Executive prepare a press

release rebutting the present arguments of the Rochford
Parish Council.

(2y That the Rochford Parish Council be
informed that the District Council accepts with regret the
decision to withdraw from the consortium.

(3) That the Director of Finance be authorised
to return on 30th March 1983 the Rochford Parish Council
payment of £25,000 it being noted, for the avoidance of
doubt, that there was no question of interest being payable.

D0 Mulz 758
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(4) That the District Council place on record
its hope that a future Rochford Parish Council will re-join
the consortium and take itg part In the management of the
Community Centre.

(5) That the proposals in paragraph 3 of the
report of the Panel meeting on 28th July 1982 be amended as
under:-

(c) In the filrst instance, membership of the Management
Committee to be 7 — 4 Distriet Councillors and 3
Hawkwell Parish Councillors.

(e) Hawkwell Parish Council to be offered free use of

sultable accommodation for up to 3 council meetings each
month.

(6) That a calendar of meetings of the
Management Commlttee be prepared. (433) (CE & DF)

3. COMMUNITY CENTRE, GREAT WAKERING — REDUNDANT SCHOOL RBUILDING

The Chief Executive repeorted that investligations since the
last report to the Panel on 28th July showed that a far
better scheme could be achieved by demollshing the building,
developing the whole site for municipal housing and including
a Community Centre as at Rayleigh Grange. The Department of
the Environment was cautious but not discouraging.

RECOMMENDED That the new scheme be welcomed and Officers

lnstructed to develop 1t further with a view to including the
proposal 1n the 1983 programme. (2379) (MT)

Vo083
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ROCHFORD DISTRICT COUNCIL

POLICY AND RESQURCES COMMITTEE - 14TH DECEMBER 1982

NAUGURA -
REPORT OF THE ESSEX GAMES SPERRENG COMMITTEE FOR 1984 & Mcn 739

At a Meeting held on 10th November 1982. Present:

Counclllors J.A. Sheaf (Chairman), J.A. Gibson, A.J. Harvey,
Miss B.G.J. Lovett and D.C. Wood.

Also Attending: Representing Rochford District Sports
Council: Messrs. A. Day and G. Balley and Meadames M. Balley
and J.M. Murison.

ELECTION OF CHATRMAN

Resolved that Councillor J.A. Sheaf be elected Chalrman of
the Committee for the remalnder of the munilecipal year.

EVENTS TO BE STAGED

The Director of Technical Services reported that by September
1983 it would be necessary to produce the final list of
approximately 20 sports that were to be staged.

To allow fot later selection, the following 27 sports were
listed.

Archery Life~saving
Athletics (Including road-relay) Orfenteering

Angling Riding (show~jumping)
Badmlnton Rugby

Bowls Squash

Cycling Shooting

Cricket Swimming

Darts Trampolining
Football Table~tennls

Golf Tennls

Gymnastics Tug—of~war

Hockey Volleyball or Basketball
Netball Weightlifting

Karate

CIVIC LUNCHEON

It was agreed that the practice of a formal luncheon took time
that the civic dignitaries would rather spend in watching and
encouragling the sportsmen and that the 1984 arrangements should
be based on a buffet luncheon.

FINANCE AND PERSONNEL

Whilst wishing to stage a creditable gshow, the Committee was
consclous that accurate costing of both materfals and labour was
eggential and the Director of Technical Services was to produce
astimates and a report of the effect on staffing of the officer-
involvement Iin the preparation for the Games.

DATE OF NEXT MEETING

Resolved that a Meeting be held when the report of the Director

w1084

of Technical Services is available. (28247) (DTS)
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ROCHFORD DISTRICT COUNCIL

POLICY AND RESOURCES COMMITTEE ~ 14TH DECEMBER 1982

REPORT OF THE APPOINTMENTS PANEL

At a Meeting held on 18th November, 1982. Present:— Councillors A.J. Harvey

{(Chairman), D.C. Wood, Miss B.G.J. Lovett, L.K. Cope, J.A. Sheaf, B. Taylor,
R.D. Foster and F.B.G. Jopson.

Apologies: J.A. Gibson.

APPOINTMENT OF DIRECTOR OF LEISURE (Minute 455/82)

From 139 initlal enquiries for this post a filnal 39 complete applications were
received. Thils number was finally reduced and a shortlist of seven compiled.

Of those shortlisted, one withdrew before interview and one withdrew on the
day.

Interviews were held throughout the whole of the day and after very careful
conslideratlon and much discussion it was unanlmously.

Resolved (1) that Mr. Peter C. Johnson be appocinted.

(2) that the appointment be subject to:-

{a) Salary scale Fulcrum +4.

{b) Three months notice of termination of the appointment on elther side.

(¢) Such terms and conditions as may be agreed nationally by the Joint
Negotlating Commlttee of Chief Officers of Local Authoritlies and as may
be implemented and supplemented by the District Council from time to time.
A copy of the Scheme of the Condltions of Services is avallable for
ingpection in my office should you wish to see it at any time.

(d)y @) houaehold removal expenses including insurance subject to the
productlon of two tenders and the acceptance of the cheapest;

(11) lodging allowance of £15.00 per week for a period not exceading
three monthasa;

(i1i) travelling expenses, linited to two Journeys per month;
(iv) relocation expenses In respect of legal and estate agency fees,

carpets, curtains and other necessary expense subject to the
production of receipted involces and not exceeding £2,000.

311085



ROCHFORD DISTRICT COUNCIL

POLICY AND RESQURCES COMMITTEE - 14TH DECEMBER 1982

REPORT OF THE CHATIRMAN'S PANEL

At a meeting held on 22nd November 1982. Pregent: Councillors
A.J. Harvey (Chairman), M.N. Anderson, L.K. Cope, T. Fawell,
R.D. Foster, J.A. Gibsoun, R.H. Holwan, F.B.G. Jopson,

Miss B.G.J. Lovett, R.A. Pearson, J.A. Sheaf, B. Taylor and
D.C. Wood.

EASTERN COUNCIL FOR SPORT AND REGCREATION

The Panel noted with pleasure that Councillor B.Taylor had heen
appolinted as a Government Representative on the Eastern Council
for Sport and Recreatlon.

DIRECTOR OF LEISURE

The Chalrman reported that the Appointments Panel had appoilnted
Mr. Peter Johnson, at present employed by the Borough of

Broxzbourune, to this new post and he would take up his duties on
10th January 1983.

COUNCIL CYCLE ENDING 21ST DECEMEER 1982

The Panel noted that the following reports would be made to
Committee 1n the current cycle:-—

Committee Date Report
Health & Housing Services 23rd Nov. (1) Buying-in for rent,

Sutton Court Drive.(DLS)
{11) Tenders for
sewerage schemea -
Hullbridge. (DTS)

(111) Supermarket
trolleys.(DTS&DLS)

Planning Services 30th Nov. (1) Land at rear of
South Street,Rochford.
(DTP)
(1i) M.A.F.F. land
off Victoria Road,
Rayleigh. (DTP)
Lelsure Services 2nd Dec. (1) Quarterly report on
Clements Hall.(DTS)

(11) Scale of charges
- Frelght House.(DF)

Finance and Personnel 9th Dec. {1) Aid to Industry
' generally.(DF)
Policy and Resources l4th Dec. (1) Rate making 1983/84
(0F)

21084
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PROGRESS CHARTS

The Panel recelved the progress chartsa on the Council's land
transactions; contracta; planning and enforcement appeals;
enforcement action; court work and litlgation and Council house
sales.

The Director of Legal Services mentioned that negotiatlons were
proceeding on the Grange land and he hoped to report shortly on
the final position as to the Purdeys Car Breaking site.

1t was also reported that action was being taken under the Town
and Country Plamning (Control of Advertisements) Regulations in
respect of the Rose Garden, Aldermans Hill, Hockley.

The Director also stated that recent delays in the completion of
the houe purchase sales and transfer of house purchase loans

had unfortunately been due to shortage of staff but he hoped to
f111l the vacant posts at an early date.

QTHER COUNCIL ACTIVITIES

Members were reminded that the Chalrman of the Council's Carol
Service would be held on Sunday 12th December at Mill Hall,
commencing at 6.p.m.

The Director of Legal Services stated that the Hearing of the
undermentioned 1iquor licence applicatiens would be on lst
December 1982:~

Transfer of Licence - Park Sports Centre

Transfer of Provisional Grant —~ Frelght House

Provisional Grant -~ Clements Hall Phase IV

On Licence - Grange Community Centre

CLEMENTS HALL PHASE IV (Minute 437/82)

The Director of Technical Services reported that following
approval in principle of a one-way clrculatory route for traffic
movement within the complex site as part of the Phase IV works,
the detailed design had now been completed. The proposed re-
alignment of the tenmis courts to allow the introduction of the
one~way syatem would involve a slight dilversion of Footpath 14 and
a formal diversion order would need to be made at the appropriate
time.

RECOMMENDED That in accordance with Regulation 4 of the Town and
Country Planning General Regulations 1976 application be made for
the re—~allgnment of the tennils courts to allow revised vehicular
access to the main parking area. (6771) (DTP)

HIGHWAYS AGENCY (Minute 145/82)

The Chief Executive reported that the claim for a full Highways
Agency had now been made to the County Council and the Papel noted
with interest the Council's submission. (copy attached)
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Members were alao made asware of the difficulties which had been
experienced in maintalning the time—table agreed with the County
Council.

The Council's full and total commitment for the grant of a highway
agency was reiterated and Officers were asked to take all
necessary steps to gain maximum local support to this end.

RECOMMENDED That the Chief Executive seek the support of local
County Members when the submission was under consideration by the
County Highways Commlttee and that County be asked to recelive a
Member deputation to speak at the County Committee when this
matter ig before them. (45) (CE)

ROCHFORD BOWLS GREEN PAVILION AND USE BY ROCHFORD BOWLS CLUB

The Panel considered the appended report of the Director of
Technical Services on an offer to the Rochford Bowls Club to
provide at a substantlially reduced price a precast concrete
building for Members' use. Subject to the Council leasing the
bowling green to the Club and making it a loan to cover the cost
of the building, it would be possible to relieve the Council from
the responsibility of providing a new pavilion whilst at the same
time assuring continued public use of the facility.

Members generally expressed their agreement with the proposal
which would allow the re-allocation of monles reserved for the
project in the capital programme.

RECOMMENDED (1) That proposals for a lease and loan to the Club,
as outlined above, be approved in principle.

(2) That the Director of Technlical Services report
accordingly to the Lelsure Services and Finance and Personnel
Committees. {871) (DTS)

PROVISTON OF A COURTE3Y BUS - ROCHFORD

The Director of Technlcal Services submitted the appended report
on behalf of the Management Team in which the possibility of the
Councll providing a courtesy bus service, principally tc Clements
Hall, was discussed. The Director of Finance reported that the
estimated annual runuing costa were in the 'region of £16,700
although this took no account of potential advertising revenue

or additional income that might be generated at the Sports Centres
by increased use and publicity.The Panel favoured the intreduction
of such a service and noted that it would have to be provided free
of charge to users.

RECOMMENDED That the Council do acquire a double-decker buas for
the provision of a courtesy bus service for Rochford leisure and
that the 0Officers report further on the schedules that might be
operated. (21984) (MT)

DIRECTOR OF LELSURE

The Chailrman referred to his earller report on the appointment of
Director of Leisure and advised that it was necessary to place the

CHARR
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new 0fficer on the minimum of the Salary Scale Fulcrum + 4, a
scale used for all other Chlef Officers except the Computer
Manager.

The Chairman advised that Mr. Stanton had more than achleved the
objectives set by the Computer Panel and was now able to assume
full Managempen eaponslibilities. He suggested, and 1t was
unanimouslxggﬁéggﬁéﬂgﬁst Mr. Stanton should be given the same
salary terms as other Chilef Officers and that he be re—graded
and re—designated Director of Computer Services commencing at
the minimum of the scale. Tt was alsoﬂ%ﬁgﬁﬂﬁﬁygfthat the Deputy

Computer Manager be re-graded from P02 (1-5) to P02 (2-6) and re-
designated Principal Assistant, Computer Management.

A report to this effect would be submitted to the Computer Panel
with a recommendation that the re—~gradings and new Conditions of
Service should take effect from lst December 1982.(PF)(CE)

SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS

During discussion of the preceding ltem, it was

Resolved that Standing Order 1.8 be suspended to alilow completion
of the business.
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ROCHFORD DISTRICT COUNCIL Agenda Item 9

POLICY & RESOURCES COMMITTEE - 14 DECEMBER 1982

REPORT OF THE ROCHFORD COMPUTER CENTRE PANEL

REVENUE BUDGET 1983/84, CAPITAL PROGRAMME 1983/85

This report sets out the Computer Centre's estimated requirements for revenue
and capital provision.

The following notes relate to the reference number shown on the Revenue
Budget for 1083/84:

1. Pay and price increases have been anticapated up to and including 31
March 1984,

M3

Employees estimates are based on an establishment of ten posts, namely
Computer Manager, Deputy Computer Manager, Analyst/Prgatmer, Programmer,
Trainee Programmer, Operations Supervisor, Computer Operator, Control
Clerk/bData Prep Operator, 2 Data Prep Operators. The reduction in 1983/84
relates to a decrease 1in overtime provision.

3. Provision 13 made in 1983/84 far additional software licences of £11,700.

4. The estimates make provision for the additional office requirement arising
from the filling of all established posts.

5. Leasing costs are based on an interest rate of 124% and a capital cost
of £121,300.

6. The 1983/84 budget makes provision for the cost of replacing items shouwn
in the capital programme for_that year.

HECOMMENDED

That the revenue budget and capital programme as detailed in Appendices
I and II are incorporated in the Council's draft budget to be considered
at. the Policy and Resources Committee 1n February 1983.

' 51090



ROCHFORD COMPUTER CENTRE - REVENUE BULGET 198 3/84

APPENDIX I

R | 1981/82 1982/83 1983/84
E
F
Actual Estimate Revised Eatimale
£ £ & £
ROCHFORD COMPUTER CENTRE 1
EMPLOYEES
Salaries and Wages 2 46,120 108,700 95,900 103,200
Training Expenses 1,248 4,400 5,300 5,700
Interview & Appointment
Expenses 1,346 1,000 100 400
']
RUNNING EXPENSES
Supplies and Services:
Equipment Tools & Materaals { X.| 29,279 44,800 44,800 5€,700
Transport & Plant: ‘
Car allowances 1, Joa 1,500 1,600 1, 9J0
Establishment Expenses: ~
Printing, Stationery, Adv., )

Etc. 670 &,200 6,100 1,290
Central administration 2,700 3,600 3,600 4,000
Travel, Subsistence &

Conference expenses 397 700 500 600
Apportionment o Admain.

Buildings 4 3,300 6,000 7,000 10, 000
insurance Loty 700 600 700

CAFITAL FIRANCING CHARGES
Leasing costs 5 12,108 0,800 23,5900 23,900
Keplacement provision € - 11,000 12,800 30, 400
9&,486 217,300 20,200 247,700
LESS Income
SALES
Sale of Computer time - 1,000 400 1,000
Expenditure charged to
General Administration 9§, 486 211,300 201,800 42,700




().
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ROCHFORD COMPUTER CENTRE - CAPITAL PROGRAMME 1983/85

APPENDIX II

TOTAL 1983/84 1984/85
COST
£000 £000 £000
Purchase of Software Systems
49 30 19
Installation of Visual Display
Units and Printers 89 60 29
Enhancement to Central Processor -
and I'1sc Drives for Data Base
Se 54 -
192 144 48

&.1092



ROCHFORD DISTRICT COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM 14

POLICY AND RESOURCES COMMITTEE - 14TH DECEMBER 1982

REPORT OF THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE

EXTERNAL AUDIT AND THE POLICY MAKER

A Seminar on the subject "External Audit and the Policy Maker” was recently
held at the Institute of Local Government Studies at Birmlogham University and
attended by the Chief Executive. The Semlnar discussed the future of local
government In the light of recent and impending legislation. It was considered
that the Local Government Finance (No. 2) Bill 1982 would prove to be of
particular importance in this respect.

Part III of the B1ll which 1s concerned with local government audit could well
prove ta be the most significant and endurlng of the proposals, despite the
inclusion in the earlier parts of the abolitlion of supplementary rates and the \
imposition of block grant penalties. Part III re—enacts most of the relevant
provisions contained in the Local Government Act 1972 and in addition proposes
fundamental changes to the audit system and the respective influence of central
and local goverament upon it, several clauses being of particular interest.

General Powers and Duties of the Auditor

1. The Code of Audit Practice, previously non-statutory, will now be made
binding. This includes the duty to consider "the possibility of loss due
to waste, extravagance, inefficient financial administratlion, poor value
for money, mistake or other cause” and, 1f necessary, make a report.
Difficulties could however arise in that many such matters likely to
prove exceptionable may be due to conscious policy declsions based upon a
range of factors. The auditor however will only be concerned with the
financial aspects 1nvolved or, altermatively, will try to weilgh up the
merits of other factors. In elither case, this could be construed as
political interference in the authority's policies.

2. The auditor 1s given power to make an immediate report, rather than waiting
to the end of the audit.

3. The auditor is now placed under a duty to satisfy himself that the local
authority "has made proper arrangements for securing econonmy, efficiency
and effectiveness in its use of resources". This again could cut straight
across the local authority's policy decisions.

Power to Take Action

*

The auditor has a power to apply to the Courts "where it appears to him that
any ltem of account 1is contrary to law". In the past it has been argued that
ot occasgions this has been used to override otherwise legitimate and lawful
policies. On the face of it this power is desirable. However, cne effect of
this, unprecedented and unparalleled anywhere in the public or private sector,
is the poassible consequence of surcharge and/or disqualification of Councillors.

001093
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Another difficulty lies in the grounds upon which expenditure can be declared
unlawful, one of which is where it has arisen from an unreasonable exercise

of discretionary power. This again could glve rise to allegations of
interference in policy. It does not however mean that the auditor or the Courts
could substitute their favoured policy for that of the local authority.

Policies can therefore be defeated if formulated for improper reasons.
However, determination of what considerations are relevant and irrelevant and
the welghting of these is not simple, reliance being made upon an extensive
body of non-statutory rules and criteria for interpreting statutes and for
asgessing the broad context In which local authorities function.

The Audit Commission "

External auditors tc each lgcal authority will be appointed by the Audit
Commisslon, membership of which will be determined, after consultation, by the
Secretary of State, who will also have the power to direct the Commission aa
to the discharge of its functions. This thus represents not only a reduction
in the Council's powers to determine its own affairs but an indirect acretion
of power to the Government through the Secretary of State.

Coument

Although the above points may initially be thought alarmist and far—fetched,
the gradually increasing influence of central over local government ghould be
congiderad as should be the fact that the powers once enacted are unlikely to
be significantly amended by any other government.

As will now be obvious the Seminar was extremely interesting and thought-
provoking and the implications of such potential significance that the subject
warrants a wider audience. INLOGOV on a previous occasion conducted a seminar
in Rochford for Members and Officers which proved very successful, and to which
representatives from other Essex authorities were also invited. 1t is
conslidered that simllar arrangements could be made for a seminar on this

sub ject.

RECOMMENDED That the Chief Executive be authorised to negotiate with INLCGGOV
with a view to arranging a seminar on the basls suggested.

601094
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ROCHFORD DISTRICT COUNCIL

H

POLICY AND RESOURCES COMMITTEE - 14TH DECEMBER, 1982

REPORT OF THE MANAGEMENT TEAM

Housing Investment Programme (HIPS) (Minute 657/82)

-~ - o
N -

Introduction . .

‘o +

. .
In Novewber the Council! adopted the recommendations of the

Management Team to reduce the underspending on the HIPS allocation for
the current financial year and on 8 number of new initiatives on housing
proposed by Government Ministers., Negotiations gn the projects to
reduce the underspending are proceeding satisfactorily but it is
necesgsary to seek further laostructions on the implementation of the
decislons with regard to the new initiatives.

New Initiatives

The District Valuer has been instructed to negotlate on the Council's
hehalf for the acquisition of the following schemes/premises. All of
the expenditure in 1982/83 can be met frou the existing Allocatlion save
for the homeless families accommodation which will have to be acquired
under General Rate Fund powers using Housing Capital Recelpts. The
one scheme in 1983/84 would also have to be met from Housing Capital
Receipts.

Scheme/Premises Year of Asking Price
Acquisition

2 Elderly owner/occupier
hardship cases. 1982/83 C £20,000

53 to 57 High Street, Gt. Wakering 1982/83 C £50,000
2 properties for equity sharing

216 Hockley Road, Rayleigh 1982/83 C £22,000
Homeless Families Accommodation

295 Eastwood Road, Rayleigh 1982/83 ¢ £18,000
Homeless Families Accommodation

Sutton Court Drive 1983/84 C £223,000
9 Flats for Rent

12 two bedroomed flats have been offered to the Council at Hartford
Close, Rayleigh, for £276,000 exclusive of kitchen and bathroom
fittings. The development which will be completed early In the New
Year (1983) adjoins an existing Council estate and the Director of
Health & Housing would welcome the acqulsition of these unlts for rent
to reduce the Walting List. Approval In prianciple to the acquisition
would be needed before asking the District Valuer to nepotiate a price
on the Council's behalf. Expenditure would probably fall in 1982/83.
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The total cost of the new initiatives listed above amounts to £386,000
in 1982/83 and to £223,000 in 1983/84 although the Diastrict Valuer 1s
st11l in negotlations as to tha actual prices he could recommend to
the Council. ‘ .

RECOMMENDED (1) That authority be given to the Director of Legal
Services to proceed with tha purchage of the properties listed
in paragraph 3 at the District Valuer's valuation and subject

to such other terms and conditions ag the Director considers
necesgary. (881) *

(2) That approval be given to the acquisition in
1982/83 -of the honelass families accommodation from Housing
Capital Receipts.

GELCOG
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ROCHFORD DISTRICT COUNCIL

Minutes of the Councill

At a Meeting held on 21lst December 1982. Present:

Councillors D.C. Wood {Chairman), E.H. Adcock, C.B. Alger,
R.H. Boyd, W.H. Budge, T.H. Burt, Mrs. L.M.A. Campbell-Daley,
Mrs. P. Cooke, L.K. Cope, B.A. Crick, R.D. Fosater,

A.J. Harvey, Mrs. P.E. Hawke, Mrs. E.M. Heath, D.R. Helson,
P.J. Himfen, R.H. Holwman, Mrs. Jo Jones, M.J. Jones,

F.B.G. Jopaon, Miss B.G.J. Lovett, Mrs. J.M., Murison,

J.E. Nokes, R.A. Pearson, J.A. Sheaf, G.J. Skinner,

R.T. Stephens, C. Stephenson, A.L. Tate, B. Taylor,

J.P. Taylor, T.J. Warner and E.S5. Whitworth.

Apolopgies: Councillors M.N. Andersom, N.R. Blyther and
J«A. Gibson.

COUNCILLOR E. H. ADCOCK

Members warmly applauded the attendance of Councillor E.H.
Adcock after his illness.

MINUTES

Resolved that the Minutes of the Meeting held on the léth
November 1982 be approved as a correct record and signed by
the Chairman.

CHATRMAN'S ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Chairman of the Council congratulated Mr. Colin Holden of
the Finance Pirectorate and presented him with a Certificate
for having passed the Final Part of the professional
examination for membership of the Rating and Valuation
Assoclation (ARVA).

The Chairman also congratulated Mr. Martin Girvan, a part-
time Recreation Attendant at Clements Hall, on winning a
3{lver Medal at the Commonwealth Games held in Australia and
presented him with a mounted cartoon.

The Chalrman reported with pleasure that Councillor B. Taylor
had been appointed as a member of the Eastern Council for
Sport and Recreation on the nomination of the Department of
the Environment.

758, MINUTES OF COMMITTEES

Resplved (1) that the Minutes of Committees be received and
the recommendations contained therein adopted subject to the
amendments shown.

(2) that the Common Seal of the Council be affixed
to any documents necessary to give effect to decisions taken
or approved by the Council in thesgse Minutes.



Council

Committee Date Minute Nos. ~
Health & Housing 23rd November 663 ~ 685
Services

Local Authorities Mortgage Interest Rates (Minute 681/82)

Note: Counclllor B.A. Crick dlsclosed a pecunlary interest in
this item as a holder of a Councll Mortgage and being invited
to remain in the Meeting, took no part in the discussion or
voting thereon.

Planning Services 30th November 686 - 692*

Leisure Services 2nd December 693 -~ 705

Development Services 7th December 706 - 723

Additional Open Air Markets - Rochford Pistrict (Minute -
715/82) -
Two Members were of the view that there was a large public

demand for the establishment of a market at Hullbridge and

reported that a petition to thls end had been signed by many

local residents.

Resolved that the following be substituted for the

recommendation in Minute 715:-

"That the matter be referred back for further consideration

and the Rochford and Rayleigh Chamhera of Trade be

consulted.” (884) (DTP)

Finance & Personnel 9th December 724 -~ 735

Mealg~on-Wheels (Minute 733/82) r
Resolved that the third paragraph in the preamble to this -
Minute be amended to read as follows:— et

"The Committee noted that a limlited Meala-on-Wheels sarvice
on Christmas Day was being provided in Hullbridge by Mr. and
Mrs. Moody and in Hawkwell and Hockley by Miss Buckland-Evers
and congratulated these persons for their public-spirited
efforts.”

Policy & Resources 14th December 736 - 754

Panel Reports — Community Centres - 4th November - The
Freight House (Minute 739/82)

The Chalrman of the Committee read a letter from the Rochford
Parish Council requesting repayment on 3lat December,1982 of
the £25,000 1t had advanced.
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Resolved that the following be substituted for recommendation

(3) in the report of the Community Centres Panel of 4th

November, 1982:-—

"(3) That the Director of Finance bhe authorised to returm on
31st December, 1982 the Rochford Parish Council payment of
£25,000, 1t belng noted that there was nc question of
interest being payable.” (435) (DF)

Land Rear of Council Offices, Rochford (Minute 747/82)

Having recelved confirmation from the Chalrman of the
Planning Services Committee that Minute 691 of the Meeting
held on 30th November was accurate, a Member criticised the
declision of the Policy and Resources Committee suggesting
that the fact that one Councillor was not present at the
Planning Services Committee was insufficlent reason for
application ROC/62/82 to be reconsidered. The Member warned
that a bad precedent had been set and suggested that the
Chalrman of the Policy and Resources Committee had now
attalned the right to veto decisions of any Committee and
complalned that politics had now entered the planning arena.

Another Member echoed thege criticisms whilat reminding
Members that many people in Rochford were opposed to the
development.

One or two other Members expressed gimilar views and proposed
that the Planning Services Committee deciaion should stand.

The Vice-Chairman of the Policy and Resources Committee
vehemently rejected the criticlisma of the earlier speakers
expressing the view that the application deserved further
examination.

One Counclllor who had been very ill recently and who was
independent of any political affiliation sald he had made
every effort to attend the Council Meeting in order to
support the recommendatlion of the Policy and Resources
Committee. He had been involved in planning matters for over
50 years and was Eirmly of the view that the application
should be recongidered hecause just as any business must
change 1f it 1a to grow, no town could afford to stand astill.
Saying that 1f Rochford did not grow it would die.

Other Members concurred with his remarks belleving the
proposal, 1f approved, would bring 1life back into the town.
In their view 1t was crucilal to the future of the areas.

The Chairman of the Pollcy and Resources Committee explained
why he had asked that Committee for an opportunity to debate
the application agaln, expresaing his concern at some of the
blatant misunderstandings which were apparent from reports he
had received of the Planning Services Committee's debate.

He reaffirmed that 1f the application was approved nobody
would be moved from Grested Court who did not wigh to leave.

09109y
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He drew attention to former residential units within the town -
which had become offices. He mentioned the various schemes

afoot to revitalize the town of which the provision of

residential units formed a part. He emphasised that all he

was asking for was an opportunity to debate the matter

further.

Before taking the recorded vote requested by Members the
Chairman of the Council reminded the Council that the
declasion they were being asked to make was set out in the
recommendation to Minute 747 and, 1f approved, would merely
allow a further, full and wide-ranging debate to take place
at the Special Meeting of the Planning Services Commlttee on
5th January, 1983. He went on to say that even 1f the
Committee supported the development at that Meeting the
application must be treated as a departure and a full public
Inquiry was bound to follow. The Chalrman then put the
recommendation to the Councill and voting thereon was recorded
as follows:-—

}

For the Motion (22) Councillors E.H. Adcock, T.H. Burt,

Mrs. P. Cooke, L.K. Cope, R.D. Foster, A.J. Harvey,

Mrs. P.E. Hawke, Mrs. E.M. Heath, P.J. Himfen, R.H. Holman,
Mrs. Jo Jones, M.J. Jones, F.B.G. Jopson, Mias B.G.J. Lovett,
Mra. J.M. Murison, R.A. Pearson, J.A. Sheaf, R.T. Stephens,
A.L. Tate, B. Taylor, J.P. Taylor and D.C. Wood.

Against the Motion (9) Councillors C.B. Alger, R.H. Boyd,

W.H. Budge, Mrs. L.M.A. Campbell-Daley, B.A. Crick,
D.R. Helson, J.E. Nokes, G.J. Skinner and C. Stephenson.

Abstaining (1) Councillor T.J. Warner.

Resolved that the Planning Services Committee be requested to
reconsider application ROC/62/82. (DLS)

*Minute 691 was further discussed at the Policy and Resources
Committee of l4th December, 1982 (Minute 747).

()

PURCHASE OF 31, SOUTH STREET, ROCHFORD (Minute 813/80)

It was reported that in accordance with Minute 813/80, which
authorisgsed the Chlef Executive to negotiate for the
acqulsition of any avallable properties along South Street
{East side), discussion had taken place with the owners on
the purchase of this property. It was intended that the
building be used temporarily to provide office accommodation
for the Director of Leisure's staff. The District Valuer's
advice had been sought and a price had been agreed subject to
contract. If considered approprilate prior to completing a
structural survey would be carried out.

Resolved (1) that the Diractor of Legal Services be

authorised to acquire 31, South Street, Rochford at the
District Valuer's valuation and subject to any other
conditions he conslders appropriate.
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(2) that in accordance with Regulation 4 of the Town
and Country Planning General Regulations 1976 application be
made to use 31, South Street as offlice accommodation
temporarily. ({774) (DLS & PTP)

UNLFIED HOUSING BENEFITS ~ DELEGATION {Minute 572/82)

The Nirector of Finance reported that the Soclal Security and
Benefits Act 1982 provided for authorised Officers to make
decisions on behalf of an Authority in the operation of the
scheme.

Resolved that the Director of Flnance be authorised to make
decislons on behalf of the Councll in the operation of the
Housing Benefits Scheme on the followlng ltems:-—

1. Determination of claims generally. (Regulation 44}

2, Consideration of representations against any decision and
notification to the applicants of the outcome. (Regulation
46)

3. The benefits payable on the two homes for a perilod not
exceeding 4 weeks. (Regulation 5 (2))

4 Pergons eligible for benefit. (Regulation 6 (b) and 7 (1)
(b))

5 Apgessment of earnings outside gainful occupation.
(Regulation 14 (4))

5. Persona occupying .a dwelling larger than 1s reaspnably
necessary. (Regulation 17(a))

7. Reductions due to unreasonably high rent or rates.
{(Regulation 17(b) and (c))

8. Additional housing benefite due to exceptional circumstances.
(Regulation 22)
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9. Benefits by reference to another persoun's income. (Regulation
24)

10, Dates from which benefit is payable. (Regulation 25 (2))
11, Interim payment of rent allowance. (Regulation 35)
12. Withholding of payment. (Regulation 38)

13. Deductiona in respect of charges for fuel and services, and

in respect of rent, for the purposes of computing eligible
rent. (Schedule 3)

14. Such other decisions that are required for the proper
administration of the housing benefits scheme.

(18855) (PF)

Chaisman /émq @a@, /2 oo

romn
o
rav

()



