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Outcome of Information Gathering (Paragraph 4.2 of Report Refers)

Body Information Being Ascertained Outcome
Crouch Harbour Authority Detail on the precise work of the Harbour

Authority and the nature of the need for
involvement in policy
making/management activity.

A response letter from the Clerk to the
Harbour Authority is appended.  It can be
seen from the second paragraph on page
2 that there are proposals to change the
appointments mechanism during 2004. 
 

Rochford Crossroads (Caring for Carers) That reducing representation down to one
appointee would not compromise/reduce
the Council influence.

The Honourable Treasurer has indicated
that a reduction in representation should
not compromise/reduce the Council’s
influence.

St Marks Field Community Hall
Management Committee

Clarification of the constitutional position
from the Parish Council

Representation on the Management
Committee was a requirement of the
District Council in January 2001 when Full
Council resolved:-

That, subject to suitable representation
from Rochford District Council on the
future Management Committee, a sum of
£60,000 (from existing provision within the
Capital Programme) be offered to the
Rochford Parish Council for the purposes
of funding fixtures and fittings and
facilitating initial revenue support in
respect of the Community Hall at St Marks
Field Rochford (HHHCC) (Minute 16/01) 
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Body Information Being Ascertained Outcome

South Essex Environmental Protection
Sub-Committee (SEEPS)

That reducing representation down to one
appointee would not compromise/reduce
the Council’s influence

The Head of Housing, Health and
Community Care has advised that SEEPS
has a constitution which specifies the
number of delegates each Authority is
allowed.  The Sub-Committee has no
executive powers.  The Head of Service
cannot recall there having been voting on
any matter (although the constitution does
provide for this if needed). In that other
Authorities tend to take up all the
allocated spaces, a reduction in numbers
could potentially reduce the influence the
Council had on the Sub-Committee's
deliberations. 

Rochford Health for All 2000 Action Team The views of the Head of Housing, Health
and Community Care on retaining
membership.  

The Head of Housing, Health and
Community Care agrees that it would be
appropriate to retain a link with this
Group, whose aims and activities often
complemented the Council’s own.
Officers have at times attended Meetings
and participated in joint projects.



OUTSIDE BODY REVIEW SUB-COMMITTEE - 
11 MARCH 2003 

Item 5 
ADDENDUM 

The Crouch Harbour Authority 
J James - Chalrman 

Stewart Ashurst : Clerk to the Authority 
Post Box 11, County Hall, Chelmsford, CM1 11x 

Mr e4mixk 
Planning and Adminlstratkm 
Rochford Dlstrkt CounCn 
DX: 39761 
Rochford 

ourref: DWlvLS 
Your ref: JBiKAR 
Date: 04 March 2003 

Dear Mr Restock 

Crouch Harbour Authority 

Thank you for your letter of 25 Februaty 2OW. 

The Cmuch Harbour Auttmrity is under a duty, subject to section 12,‘of the Cmuch 
Harimur Act 1974 to take such steps from time to time as they nmy conskler 
necessary or expedient for the preservation, prot&iin. regukitlon. management, 
maintenance and Improvement of tie harbwr,‘and tba navigation thereof. That is 
perhaps tie most con&a descdptlon of the work of the harbour authority. The 
authc+ity ensures that safe and unrestricted navigation can take place withln the area 
of the authority. It ensures that moo&g6 are properly malntalned and licensed and 
that any tidal works wtthln the harbour are carried out In such a way that they do not 
imp&e river traffic. it also has a regulatory function in that )I enforcea ,bytaws for the 
harbour area which mattlct speeds of vessels within certatn areas of the autho&y’s 
controt. They also rest&t flshtng In cerfaln areas to allow safe navlgatlon as well as 
ragulattng a@Jons In relation to water sports unseaworthy vmels and vessels that 
hava sun&and have:bemma abandoned. 

Under the relevant Harbour- the Harbwr Mastar atso has a gensral duty to issue 
instructions to all vessels seektng to enter the harbour area PO ensum safe “aa of the 
harbour. 

Tha HarbourAulhbflv Is also a major landowner in the ioca@y and 4 thts tie helps 
promote and facUt@fe the “sa of!tha harbour wherever posslbte for both commercial 
and lets”ra Interests, 

As part of the Harbour Authority% general ‘duties’ under Se&n 12 if ‘we ‘A& ti?e 
authority shaU have regard to the deslrablllty of conserving and enhandng the natural 
beauty ,and amentty of tie cwntryside and of encouraging the ptovislon and 
improverned of facilities for the enjoyment of the countryside and of open& 
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recreatkxl in the cwntryslde. It Is therefore also part of the Harbour AutMty’$ remit 
to take great account of the envknnmental impacts of any adk~ns withIn the harbour 
area and where p+s#@ to promote gwd e~vlronmentai practice. To that 8nd the 
Harbour Aumortty has produced a harbour management plan which lays down a 
number of policies upon how the policy will carry out Its duties. 

You may OF may not be aware that, the Harbour Authority Is currenUy seeking a 
Harbour Revision, Order which is hopefutty to be put before the Secretary of State In 
the near future which has been promoted as a result of Me Government3 guidance 
in the DETR document ‘Modernking Trust Ports.- A Guide to Good Governance’. As 
a result of this proposed Harbour Revlston Order, the authority will change its 
mnstttution and will became a board wiih ten members. As a result of this change 
there will no tonger be directly appolnted members of the board’ from any t@xU 
aumorittes. instead the board till be made up of appalntments determlned by nn 
independent ,eppoMmsnt panel. Under the proposed Harbour Revision Order the 
Independent panel would have one member appolnted JolnUy by the local authu$Uee 
who currenti$ appoint memban to the harbour authority. It Is hoped that the Harbour 
Revision Order till be adopted and in place for the next,annual general meeting of 
the Cmuch Harbour Authority which wttl be January 2004. .,Ti%re will then be a 
transitional psitcd where members wlll resign and new appointments till be made 
over a per&d of six yearj until the new fully constkuted Ha&cur Board is In place. I 
may well contact you in due es to proposals upon who should resign end when. 

WUh regati to the need for district wundl Involvement in pdlcy making/management 
edlvii, ii Is the vfew of the current Harbour Authodty en Involvement by all Local 
AuthorUles who have an Interest in the Couch Harbour area Is veryimportant Indeed. 
In,fact one of the aiterta for appointing vmbet-8 to the new barbcur board will be 
knowledge of Local Authodty work and IqislaUon. As I am sure you will agreelate 
local members have the support of the their organisation and ,qn be In posltlon to 
advise or assist the Harbour Authority In p&k&r Jrcumstances. Slmllady tf~e 
Harbour Msnagemeht Plan, was nd a statutory plan dotis have a relatlonship with 
the approved Essex s3ructure pian and the local plans preparrrd by tilckin and 
Rochford District Councils. Awxdlngly the involvement of the District Counolls In 
monitoring and malntalnlng these pdldes Is essential. Furthermore the benefit of the 
authority b&g connected to Local AumOriIy netwodm cannot be overstated 
partkulady in relation to, the ,nurnber of ~r$Ust@s taking place In, and around the 
Essex cosstltne. SlmUarty, the general expeiience of members taking part In 
msetlngs of the authodty is bensficlal because of their overall experience of woddng 
within a commIttee structure. Thts Is often apparent where admintstrative issues 
arise end Local Authodty Membeti can give other members of the~autbxity andlor 
the adv!aory group the benefit ‘of their personal experience In dealing with such 
Issues at a Dtstrkt 0T County level. 

‘, 
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I hope that this has bean sufilcient Information to enable you to advise your sub- 
committee upon the beneficial Imp& of appolniing ‘members to work with the Crouch 
Harbour Authority. If you need any further infoomlatfon please don’t hesitate to 
contact me. 

David Kerfoot 
For the Clerlt to the Crouch Harbour Author@ 

Please reply to D W Karfoot 
Telephone: 01245 43CB67 
DX no: 123300 Chelmsford 7 
Fax: 01245 367335 
Internet: W.essexcc.gov.uk 
Emall: dav!d.kerfoot@!essexcc.gov.uk 

DWis35, 

5.23 
,, ,,,I ,, ,, ,,, 




