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REPORT TO THE MEETING OF THE EXECUTIVE 23 SEPTEMBER 
2009 

PORTFOLIO: YOUNG PERSONS, ADULT SERVICES, COMMUNITY 
CARE AND WELLBEING, HEALTH AND COMMUNITY SAFETY 

REPORT FROM CORPORATE DIRECTOR (EXTERNAL SERVICES) 

SUBJECT: BUILDING A SOCIETY FOR ALL AGES - 
CONSULTATION 

1 	DECISION BEING RECOMMENDED 

1.1 	 That, subject to any amendments that the Executive may make, the response 
set out at Appendix 2 be made to the Government consultation. 

2 	 REASON/S FOR RECOMMENDATION 

2.1 	 This strategy has been published by Government to develop its previous 
(2005) strategy, “Opportunity Age”, which it believes has now largely been 
delivered. 

2.2 	 The need for effective service planning for a growing older population has 
never been clearer.  Locally, residents in Rochford District enjoy the highest 
average life expectancy in Essex, at 80.3 years.  Between 2007 and 2029 the 
population of residents aged over 65 is expected to grow by 60%, whilst at the 
same time the number of people below 45 will reduce. These changes will 
affect our communities and the services that are needed. 

2.3 	 Supporting the ageing population has been identified by the Rochford Local 
Strategic Partnership (LSP) as one of the priorities for the District.  Many 
services are already available but, undoubtedly, these will need to be 
developed and better coordination and joint working will be required.  The 
Council’s Review Committee will be conducting a review of what services 
might need to be provided and how they should be provide to deal with the 
requirements of an ageing population. 

2.4 	  A copy of the Executive Summary from the consultation is appended 
(Appendix 1).  Although responses are requested from local authorities and 
other agencies, a number of the specific questions posed are very much 
aimed at individuals. Therefore, the suggested response (Appendix 2) is 
generic in nature.  Responses must be made by 12 October 2009. 

3 	 ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED 

3.1 	 Not to respond to the consultation.  This option was dismissed because it 
would mean that the Council would not have an opportunity to comment on an 
issue of considerable importance to this District. 
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4 	RISK IMPICATIONS 

4.1 	 Failure to effectively assess the implications of the changing age structure of 
the population of the District, and the impact that this will have on service 
provision, may cause financial, organisational and reputational risks for the 
Council 

4.2 	 The current review of services will help to minimise these risks. 

5 	RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 

5.1 	 The Council already provides a wide range of services that are used wholly or 
partly by older residents, but it is not possible at this time to identify the 
resource implications or any changes that may be necessary, or of new 
Government initiatives that may be announced.  These would be considered 
through the prioritisation/financial planning process. 

5.2 	 The review of Council services for older residents is being carried out within 
existing resources. 

I confirm that the above recommendation does not depart from Council policy and 
that appropriate consideration has been given to any budgetary and legal 
implications. 

SMT Lead Officer Signature: 

Corporate Director (External Services) 

Background Papers:-

Building a society for all ages, Department for Work and Pensions 13 July 2009. 

For further information please contact Graham Woolhouse on:-

Tel:- 01702 318001 
E-Mail:- graham.woolhouse@rochford.gov.uk 

If you would like this report in large print, braille or another language please contact 
01702 546366. 
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Appendix 2 

1.	 Rochford District Council welcomes this opportunity to comment on the 
“Building a society for all ages” strategy consultation. We are not 
responding specifically to the questions, since a number of these are 
directed towards the personal views and experiences of individuals. 

2.	 For our District the demographic shift towards a higher proportion of older 
residents is of considerable importance.  Rochford residents already enjoy 
the longest average life expectancy in Essex and the proportion of 
residents aged over 65 will grow by 60% in the period up to 2029.  The 
Local Strategic Partnership (LSP) has identified supporting the ageing 
population as one of its priorities for 2009 to 2021.  The LSP is currently 
considering a joint agency Older Peoples Strategy to provide further 
improvements in public sector service price for the elderly. For example, 
the thematic partnership for Health and Wellbeing partnership is working 
toward improving independent living. This included improving working 
practices between social care, registered social landlords, the Health 
Services and Fire Rescue, aimed at allowing people to live in their own 
homes for longer. 

3.	 The Council already provides or facilitates many services that assist our 
older residents, such as leisure activities, benefits payments, strategic 
housing services, handyman and gardening, community transport etc. We 
also work closely with other statutory and voluntary agencies, but we 
recognise that more needs to be done to meet local needs in the future. 

4.	 The Council supports the development of a single point where a wide 
range of information on making plans for the future can be obtained.  The 
proposal that this will be accessible on-line, by telephone and face to face 
is welcomed.  Relevant, accurate up to date information about what is 
available locally, not just nationally, will be an important element. 

As well as the core services suggested (planning for retirement, state 
pensions, workplace pensions and working longer) older people and their 
families need clear guidance on the options for and implications of  moving 
into residential or nursing care, particularly the financial implications. 

5.	 The Council welcomes the proposal to issue clear guidance and examples 
of best practice in joining up service delivery. However, it is of paramount 
importance that nationally developed initiatives are fully costed and 
appropriately funded before they are introduced.  The impact of subsidy 
based services on rural authorities is considerable and ultimately not 
sustainable as the older population increases.  For example, the 
introduction of free bus travel for the over 60’s, which this year requires a 
contribution from this Council of over £700,000. Similarly, we were 
unable to join the scheme to provide free swimming for the over 60’s as 
there would have been a cost of over £28,000 to the Council. 
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