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DRAFT SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITY STRATEGIES – 
CASTLE POINT AND SOUTHEND 

1	 SUMMARY 

1.1	 This report brings to the attention of Members the draft Strategies which have 
recently been circulated by the Local Strategic Partnerships of Castle Point 
and Southend. 

2	 INTRODUCTION 

2.1	 The Local Government Act 2000 required all local authorities to ensure a 
Community Strategy was produced for each area, in partnership with other 
agencies. The recent White Paper and other consultation documents make 
clear the Government’s commitment to reshape Community Strategies as 
Sustainable Community Strategies (SCS). 

2.2	 Final guidance on SCSs is still awaited, but the indications are that the new 
strategies will be required to take a cross-disciplinary and integrated approach 
to social, economic and environmental issues and relate to the key 
components identified in the Egan Review – “Skills for Sustainable 
Communities”. These components relate to a Community Being Active, 
Inclusive and Safe, Well-Run, Environmentally Sensitive, Well Designed and 
Built, Well Connected, Thriving, Well Served and Fair for Everyone. 

2.3	 The Government suggests that SCS will need to be developed through a 
number of stages and it is likely that the guidance will reflect this as follows: 

(1) Baseline current performance 

•	 The strategy should outline a long term vision for the area, using 
the definition and components of sustainable communities. 

•	 It will need to be built on robust data as well as surveys and 
discussion within local communities 

•	 It needs to establish baselines where data is new and map trends 
where data has been available for a while 

•	 Where possible, surveys and data should disaggregate 
demographic and socio economic information into race, gender, 
disability, faith, age and sexual orientation 

(2) Evidence: Analysis of performance and local conditions 

•	 The vision needs to be explicitly grounded in an analysis of the local 
area’s needs and ideally an understanding of the totality of 
resources coming into an area 
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•	 Forecasting should produce a medium term plan for the next 5 to 10 
years which builds upon the evidence and data referred to and an 
evaluation of priorities identified in other local and regional 
partnerships’ plans and strategies 

•	 Wherever possible, it should relate closely to Local Development 
Frameworks in the area, ideally using common data and common 
consultation 

•	 Planning relating to neighbourhood renewal, culture and biodiversity 
should be subsumed within the SCS 

(3) Local Area Agreements 

•	 The outcomes and targets included in the LAA should reflect this 
over-arching vision 

(4) Revised Action Plan 

•	 The SCS plan and the LAA delivery plan should become one and 
the same 

•	 The plan should state who is accountable for what actions, with 
what resources and to what timescale. The plan should not 
duplicate other partnership action plans 

•	 Future area or service based plans should take account of the SCS 
and vice versa 

3	 CURRENT POSITION 

3.1	 The expectation of SCSs is obviously very high and within most areas work is 
now underway on renewing Community Strategies so they become 
Sustainable Community Strategies as outlined. Within Rochford, the LSP has 
considered the need to co-ordinate the production of the SCS with the Local 
Development Framework and will shortly be considering the evidence base 
available and likely timescale for the strategy’s development. 

3.2	 The Local Area Agreement for Essex was signed in April 2006 for a three year 
period. However, the timeframe for its renewal has been changed by 
Government and new LAAs are to be in place across the country by autumn 
2008. This has accelerated the timescale for the production of SCSs which, 
ideally, should inform the process. The County Council have recently 
embarked on a process to review their Strategy and are involving districts in 
this process. 

3.3	 Both Castle Point and Southend are already well advanced with their 
processes to produce SCS and have recently issued drafts for consultation. 
These two draft documents are included with this agenda as appendices 1 
and 2. 
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3.4	 Members may be interested to see the proposals for our neighbouring areas 
and are invited to comment. 

4	 RECOMMENDATION 

4.1	 It is proposed that the Executive Board RESOLVES 

To note the draft Sustainable Community Strategies for Castle Point and 
Southend and comment as appropriate. 

Paul Warren 

Chief Executive 

Background Papers:-

None 

For fur ther information please contact Zandra Neeld on:-

Tel:- 01702 318195 
E-Mail:- zandra.neeld@rochford.gov.uk 

If you would like this report in large print, braille or another language please contact 
01702 546366. 
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