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Item 18

18.1

ESSEX ESTUARIES MARINE SITE

1 PURPOSE OF REPORT

1.1. To alert Members to new statutory duties imposed on relevant
authorities in respect of the above and to seek the necessary funding
required to fulfil the Council’s obligations.

2 RESPONSIBILITIES OF RELEVANT AUTHORITIES

2.1. The letter shown at Appendix 1 of this report sets out the detail of the
actions which are required as a result of the coastal area from Jaywick
to Shoeburyness being designated as the Essex Estuaries European
Marine Site.

2.2. The letter indicates that, if relevant authorities do not comply with the
duties placed upon them the Secretary of State has powers to direct
them to do so.  If Rochford is to participate in this initiative it should be
on the basis that all of the other relevant authorities also make an
appropriate contribution.

2.3 As may be seen from the attached letter, a number of authorities are
giving assistance in kind.  Given the current demands on staff time, this
is not regarded as an appropriate course of action for Rochford.  The
most cost effective solution would be to make a financial contribution.

3 ENVIRONMENTAL IMPLICATIONS

3.1. Proper management of the coastline is of major ecological importance
to the District.

4 RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS

4.1. A provision would need to be made in the draft revenue budget in the
sum of £4,000 per annum for a period of three years.

4.2 There is also an element of officer resource in supplying relevant
information and attending meetings.

5 LEGAL IMPLICATIONS

5.1. This is a statutory duty placed upon relevant authorities.
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18.2

6 PARISH IMPLICATIONS

6.1 A number of Parishes have coastline and will benefit from the initiative.

7 RECOMMENDATION

It is proposed that the Committee RESOLVES

(1) To agree that the authority should make an appropriate contribution for a
three-year period subject to the other relevant authorities making a similar
commitment.

(2) To request the Finance & General Purposes Committee to make provision
in draft revenue estimates of £4,000. (CD(F&ES))

Roger Crofts

Corporate Director (Finance & External Services)

______________________________________________________________

Background Papers:

None.

For further information please contact Roger Crofts on:-

Tel:- 01702 546366 Ext. 6006
E-Mail:- roger.crofts@rochford.gov.uk
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