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POLICY REVIEW OF PUBLIC PLAYSPACES 
 
 
 
1 SUMMARY 
 
1.1 This report seeks to establish the methodology for Members to carry out the 

above review. 
 
2 BACKGROUND 
 
2.1 At meetings of the Community Services Committee on 1 July and the 

Community Overview and Scrutiny committee on 11 September, the issue of 
playspace provision was discussed.  In order to assist Members, copies of the 
reports and resulting minutes of those two Committees are attached at 
Appendix 1. 

2.2 At the request of the Community Services Overview and Scrutiny Committee, 
the Town/Parish Councils were asked to submit their views in writing in 
respect of playspace provision and cost sharing.  The responses received 
from those Councils are attached for Members’ consideration at Appendix 2. 

 
3 POLICY REVIEW 
 
3.1. In carrying out a policy review, Members will need to give consideration as to 

what aspects they wish to take into account and how they wish to carry out 
further consultation with Town/Parish Councils. 

3.2. As Members are aware, the council has a comprehensive Asset Management 
Plan.  Land is a valuable asset and any decisions taken on its use must be 
based on a proper evaluation as set out in the Plan.  There is also the need to 
determine whether or not the equipment provided is appropriate to the need. 

3.3. In view of the above, Members will need to decide whether or not they wish to 
visit the playspaces at this time.  To visit the playspaces will require two full 
days of Member’ and officers’ time. 

3.4. Members may like to carry out some form of survey of usage.  This will 
require investigation by officers as to how this may be achieved. Usage of 
playspaces is sporadic.  The majority of use is in the summer and at 
weekends.  To carry out a meaningful survey would therefore delay the 
completion of the policy review. 

3.5. In order to assist the debate on the way forward a scoping form has been 
prepared and is attached as Appendix 3 of this report. 
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4 RISK IMPLICATIONS 
 
4.1 Risk implications will be taken into account as part of the policy review. 
 
5 RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
 
5.1 The major resource for this review will be officer time.  If site visits are 

required, the cost of these may be met from existing budgets.  In the event of 
a user survey being required, officers will need to investigate options for 
carrying this out and report back on indicative costs. 

 
6 RECOMMENDATION 
 
6.1 It is proposed that the Committee RESOLVES: 

 
(1) To carry out the review in accordance with the proposals set out in the 
 scoping document. 

(2)  To determine a view on consultation, site visits and user survey. 
 
  

  
 
 
 
 

Roger Crofts 
 

Corporate Director (Finance & External Services) 
 
 
 
 
Background Papers: 
 
None 
 
 
 
For further information please contact Roger Crofts on:- 
 
Tel:-  01702 546366 Extn. 3006 
E-Mail:- roger.crofts@rochford.gov.uk 
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APPENDIX 3 
 

 
 

1 OVERVIEW & SCRUTINY – SCOPING FORM FOR POLICY 
DEVELOPMENT/REVIEWS 

 

Committee:  Playspace Sub Committee Date:  20 November 2003 

Review Title:  Public Playspaces 

Terms of Reference: 
To recommend a policy, in partnership with theTown/Parish Councils, in respect of public 
playspaces. 
 
Witnesses:  Who?   Why? 

 
Witness 1:     Town and Parish Councils 
 
 
 
Witness 2:     Council officers: 
 
                          Corporate Policy Officer 
                           Property Maintenance and Highways Manager 
 
Information to be gathered: 
 
   Views of Parish Councils on cost sharing 
   Strategic view of playspace land within District 
   Cost of service and appropriateness of equipment provided 
 
 
Documents/information:  What?  Why? 
 
Document 1:   Written representations from Parishes 
 
 
 
Document 2:   Officer reports 
 
 
 
Information to be gathered: 
 
   Views on cost sharing 
   Strategic issues of land use 
   Appropriateness of equipment provided. 
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Site visits:  Where?  Why?  When? 
 
   Possible visits to playspaces 
 
Information to be gathered: 
 
   Possible alternative future uses 
   Views on type of equipment provided 
 
 
Consultation/research:  Who?  Why?  What? 

   Conduct usage survey? 

 

Information to be gathered: 

   Attempt to estimate usage of facilities 

 

 

Venues to be used for evidence gathering: Where?  When? 

    Determine most appropriate venue to meet with the appropriate Town/Parish Councils. 

 

 

 
Officer support and other resources: 

   Main officer support required for above. 

   Additional budget for external support required if survey work to be carried out. 

 

Timescale: 

   Suggest end of February if site visits are to be carried out.  If a user survey is required it   
   it may be necessary to extend the issue by four months in order to  
   monitor summertime usage. 

 

Reporting line for the Review: 

   Community Overview & Scrutiny Committee. 

 

 

 
 


