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DRAFT REGIONAL ECONOMIC STRATEGY FOR THE EAST 
OF ENGLAND 2008-2031 

1 SUMMARY 

1.1 This report brings to Members’ attention the draft Regional Economic Strategy 
which is currently out to consultation until 26 November and seeks Members’ 
comments thereon. 

2 INTRODUCTION 

2.1 The East of England Development Agency (IDEA) have now produced a 
revised draft Regional Economic Strategy for the East of England, which is 
currently out for consultation. At over 160 pages long, a copy of the draft has 
been placed in the Members Library for reference.  However, a much shorter 
Executive Summary is attached to this report as an Appendix. 

2.2 The East of England is one of the fastest-growing regional economies in the 
UK. The next few years are likely to be a period of accelerating changes for 
the region – the pressures of globalisation will increase, the region will need to 
respond to the effect of climate change and it is likely to continue to 
experience considerable growth. 

2.3 The draft regional economic strategy aims to prepare the region for these 
challenges and to refocus priorities so that the region can progress as a 
globally competitive region over the next 25 years. The development of the 
strategy comes at an important time amid a number of government policy 
reviews. The Sub-National Review of Economic Development and 
Regeneration proposes changes in delivery and responsibilities that will affect 
the implementation of this economic strategy. 

2.4 The Review also proposes the development of a single regional strategy that 
will bring together the regional economic strategy and regional spatial 
strategy, as well as aspects of other regional strategies. While a single 
regional strategy may take several years to prepare, it is apparent that the 
draft economic strategy with its strong links to the region’s spatial strategy will 
provide a firm foundation for new arrangements. It is important therefore that 
the economic strategy that develops is as clear and transparent as possible. 

3 DETAILED CONSIDERATIONS 

3.1 Details of the Strategy are effective ly summarised in the Appendix.  The 
current document is a considerable improvement on previous versions and, in 
terms of its overall targets and future scenarios, should be supported. 

3.2 From a Rochford District viewpoint, it is reassuring that the importance of 
Thames Gateway South Essex (TGSE) is recognised although, given the 
TGSE’s strapline ‘London’s Powerhouse; London’s Playground’, it is felt that 
the document could place more emphasis on the leisure, cultural and 
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recreational potential of TGSE in an economic development context.  Also, 
within the main document there is a statement on page 83 that implies that 
London Southend Airport is in Southend, when in fact the majority is sited in 
Rochford. 

3.3	 It is felt too, that there would be benefit, given the joint planning with Southend 
currently progressing around the airport and its environs, if more emphasis 
was given within the TGSE section to the potential of London Southend 
Airport as a key driver within the local economy, with appropriate 
environmental safeguards. 

3.4	 Subject to any further comments Board Members might have, the draft 
strategy is regarded as an encouraging step towards a more ‘joined up’ 
strategic approach at the regional level. 

4	 RISK IMPLICATIONS 

4.1	 There are none. 

5	 RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 

5.1	 There are none associated with commenting on the draft strategy, other than 
Member and officer time. However, the focus on TGSE as a key engine of 
growth may have benefits over time in terms of the resources allocated to the 
area either directly from government or indirectly through agencies such as 
EEDA. 

6	 RECOMMENDATION 

6.1	 That subject to any additional comments by Board Members, the comments 
outlined above form the basis of the District Council’s response on the draft 
Regional Economic Strategy. 

Paul Warren 

Chief Executive 

Background Papers:-

None 
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For further information please contact Paul Warren on:-

Tel:- 01702 318199 
E-Mail:- paul.warren@rochford.gov.uk 

If you would like this report in large print, braille or another language please contact 
01702 546366. 
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