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9.1 

 
 
 
MEETING THE NEEDS OF OLDER PEOPLE IN ESSEX -  
CONSULTATION 
 
1 SUMMARY 
 
1.1 This report apprises Members of a consultation being carried out by Essex 

County Council in respect of its remaining care homes for older people, and 
invites comments. 

 
2 BACKGROUND 
 
2.1 A Best Value Review of Older Person’s Services has been undertaken by 

Essex County Council which has highlighted a shortfall in domiciliary care 
provision and a shortage of residential and nursing home beds.  In some 
cases, there are specific locality issues concerning provision of specialist care 
beds. 

 
2.2 The review has also highlighted issues that would arise if the National 

Minimum Standards in relation to residential care homes were reintroduced. 
 
2.3 Some Members may recall that in recent years the County Council has 

transferred 17 care homes to the independent sector.  At the time this was 
being discussed, this Council expressed the view that some local authority 
provision should remain, to provide choice for older people and their families.  
At the present time, Sweyne Court in Rayleigh remains County operated. 

 
2.4 Essex County has now decided to undertake a consultation process on 

transferring, either through leasehold disposal or sale of the freehold, the 
remaining County care homes and day care centres, including Sweyne Court. 

 
2.5 A copy of the consultation document is appended and arrangements have 

been made for a representative from Essex County Council to attend the 
Committee meeting to present the proposals, answer questions and take back 
this Council's response. 

 
3 RECOMMENDATION 
 
3.1 It is proposed that the Committee RESOLVES 
 

the Council's response to the consultation from Essex County Council. 
(HHHCC) 
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9.2 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

G Woolhouse 
 

Head of Housing, Health and Community Care 
 
 
______________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Background Papers: 
 
Letter from Essex County Council:  Meeting the needs of older people in Essex, 
dated 16 July 2003. 
 
 
For further information please contact Graham Woolhouse on:- 
 
Tel:-  01702 546366   Ext: 3300 
E-Mail:- graham.woolhouse@rochford.gov.uk 
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