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STANDARDS BOARD FOR ENGLAND STUDY INTO THE 
OPERATION OF STANDARDS COMMITTEES IN LOCAL 
AUTHORITIES 

1 SUMMARY 

1.1 This report presents a summary of the results of surveys undertaken by the 
Standards Board for England (SBE) into the arrangements within local 
authorities of the operation and role of standards committees. 

2 INTRODUCTION 

2.1 Members may recall that this research was undertaken by survey in 
September 2006. Two separate surveys were conducted, one of members of 
Standards Committees throughout the country and the other of Monitoring 
Officers. 

2.2 The purpose of the research was to consider the operation of Standards 
Committees against a backdrop of legislative change, with authorities 
becoming increasingly responsible for regulating the conduct of members 
within their authority, and a move towards local ownership of the ethical 
framework 

3 THE STUDY 

3.1 The study is generally positive about the work being done by Standards 
Committees. 

3.2 Not surprisingly, the majority of Standards Committee members believe their 
workload will increase as a result of the proposed changes in how local 
investigations and hearings are conducted. And interestingly, they are more 
optimistic than are Monitoring Officers about coping with the additional 
burden. 

3.3 The vast majority of Standards Committee members believe they have a good 
working relationship with their monitoring officer, and are well supported by 
this Officer. Most, but not all, have received training. 

3.4 A summary of the study is appended to this report and a full copy has been 
placed in the Members’ Library or is available on the SBE website at 
http://www.standardsboard.co.uk/Aboutus/Research/filedownload,5718,en.pdf 

4 RECOMMENDATION 

4.1 It is proposed that the Committee RESOLVES to note the Standards Board 
for England Study into the operation of Standards Committees within local 
authorities. 
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John Honey 

Corporate Director (Internal Services) 

Background Papers:-

None 

For fur ther information please contact John Honey on:-

Tel:- 01702 318004 
E-Mail:- john.honey@rochford.gov.uk 

If you would like this report in large print, braille or another language please contact 
01702 546366. 
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