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EAST OF ENGLAND CHILDREN’S SERVICES MEMBER 
NETWORK 

1 SUMMARY 

1.1 The purpose of this report is to seek Members’ views as to whether or not to 
become involved in the above network. 

2 BACKGROUND 

2.1 Following the inquiry into the death of Victoria Climbie, the Government 
issued a consultation paper “Every Child Matters”. This contained far 
reaching proposals to ensure that all public bodies that are involved with 
children’s services work in a more integrated way in order to ensure the 
issues emanating from the death of Victoria Climbie were not repeated.  This 
was followed by the passing of the Children Act 2004. 

2.2 The District Council involvement with children is at the periphery, but 
nevertheless covers the important areas of Housing and Leisure. 

2.3 Luto n Borough Council and the Improvement and Development Agency are 
proposing the creation of an East of England Children’s Services Member 
Network. The rationale and detail are outlined in the letter outlined at 
Appendix 1 of this report. 

3  DISCUSSION 

3.1 Although District Councils have limited involvement, children’s services have 
a very high priority in the national agenda. As may be seen from the letter, 
there are issues which would impact on District Council Members. It is likely 
too, that the children’s agenda will form a growing part of future CPA 
assessments. 

4 RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 

4.1 Should the Council wish to be represented, it should be an approved duty for 
which travelling and subsistence allowances are payable. These can be met 
from the current budget. 

5 RECOMMENDATION 

5.1 It is proposed that the Committee RESOLVES 

(1) Whether or not to participate in the Network 

(2) If it is decided to participate, to nominate up to two Members to attend. 
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Roger Crofts 

Corporate Director (Finance & External Services) 

Background Papers:-

None 

For further information please contact Roger Crofts on:-

Tel:- 01702 546366 extn. 3006 
E-Mail:- roger.crofts@rochford.gov.uk 
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