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11.1

PETITION – INFANT FACILITIES POOLES LANE
PLAYSPACE

1 SUMMARY

1.1 A petition has been received signed by 180 people, regarding a lack of
infant / toddler equipment in the Pooles Lane playspace. The petition is
attached. The petition was received via Hullbridge Parish Council and
an initial response has been sent to both the Parish Council and the
person who presented the petition.

2 INTRODUCTION

2.1 Pooles Lane playspace was included in the Playspace Rolling
Programme 1999/2000.  At that time there was public demand to
provide a skateboard facility at this location and this was subsequently
installed as part of that programme.

2.2 The playspace has been maintained and the equipment in the
playspace, although reasonably old, is in good condition and presents
no issues relating to health and safety.

2.3 Pooles Lane Recreation Ground has a playspace, skateboard facilities,
a BMX track and the new 5-a-side / basketball pitch installed in 2002.

3 TODDLER / INFANT EQUIPMENT

3.1 An inspection of all playspaces was carried out in July 2002 to prepare
the report for presentation to this Committee for the new Rolling
Programme. The inspection revealed that the playspace was in
satisfactory condition, although there is limited infant / toddler
equipment.

3.2 Provision of limited additional items of toddler equipment could be
provided through the revenue budget for playspaces as minor items
are replaced / changed through this budget.  In this instance two
number “springy” animals to improve toddler provision could be funded
in this way at a cost of approximately £2000. These would need to be
prioritised along with the other sites where additional equipment could
also be installed.
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4 RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS

4.1 Replacement and some small new items of equipment are funded
through the revenue programme based on priority. Officers believe it
would be appropriate to ask Hullbridge Parish Council to consider if
they are willing to fund this additional equipment to raise the priority of
this additional equipment in this instance.

5 PARISH IMPLICATIONS

5.1 The Parish will be asked to consider funding this additional equipment.

6 RECOMMENDATION

It is proposed that the Committee RESOLVES

That the contents of the petition attached to this report be noted and that
Members agree to the option to respond to the petitioners.  (CDF&ES))

Roger Crofts

Corporate Director (Finance & External Services)

______________________________________________________________

Background Papers:

Petition

For further information please contact David Timson on:-

Tel:- 01702 318110
E-Mail:- david.timson@rochford.gov.uk
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