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A POLICY FOR RAIL TRANSPORTATION IN ESSEX

1  SUMMARY

1.1 This report outlines the details of a rail policy prepared by Essex
County Council to accord with the provisions of the Local Transport
Plan.

2 INTRODUCTION

2.1 The Essex Rail Policy is an integral part of the Local Transport Plan
(LTP) process and sets out the role that railways might play in the
overall vision for transport in Essex.

2.2 The County Council intends to take a pro-active role and lead in
addressing issues and highlighting potential developments for the rail
network in the County.  A ‘Strategic Rail Forum’ is proposed whose
overarching mandate will be “to optimise the use of railways for
transporting people and goods in Essex”.

2.3 The Rail Policy is currently a draft document and Members have the
opportunity to send comments and views to the County Council
before it is finally adopted.

3 THE RAIL POLICIES

3.1 The 16 policies included in the Rail Policy document are attached to
this document as appendix one.  The key aspects of the policies are
explained below.

3.2 Policies RP1-3 deal with the development of an integrated network
and seek to promote a modal shift from road to rail.  Detailed studies
will be undertaken in order to fully understand the current situation
and the ways in which it might be altered.

3.3 Policies RP4-7 deal with freight movements and ways to attract
businesses to make more use of rail to move their goods.

3.4 Policies RP8-9 reflect the need to understand and plan for rail
capacity within Essex and linking to areas beyond.

3.5 Policy RP10 suggests the need to identify strategic locations for the
provision of rail facilities that will ensure best use can be made of the
network.
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3.6 Policies RP11-13 reflect the need for integration of services and
different transport modes, as well as the development of information
technology.

3.7 Policies RP14-15 deal with safety across the railway lines.

3.8 Policy RP16 indicates the need to ensure that other modes including
pedestrians and cyclists are properly catered for and provided with
good access to the rail network.

4 DISCUSSION

4.1 There is no doubt that the fact that Essex County Council is
proposing to take a lead role in the development of rail initiatives in
the County is to be welcomed.  However, it is not clear that their
willingness to take on such a role will actually reap substantial
benefits in the long run given the privatised nature of railways in the
UK.

4.2 However, that being said, it is clear there is an essential need for a
level of co-ordination and integration in the provision of rail services,
and if the County Council can play a part in achieving this, their lead
is to be commended.

4.3 At this stage, the proposed policies do seem to deal with the key
issues with regard to rail travel, but it will only be with the
development of specific initiatives that progress can be gauged.  It is
considered that Essex County Council should be informed that this
Council supports the proposed rail policy.

5 RECOMMENDATION

It is proposed that the Committee RESOLVES

That, subject to comments by Members, the County Council be informed that
Rochford Council supports the principles outlined in the policy for rail transport
in Essex. (HPS)

Shaun Scrutton

Head of Planning Services

______________________________________________________________
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Background Papers:

On the Right Lines – September 2000

For further information please contact Shaun Scrutton on:-

Tel:- 01702 318100
E-Mail:- shaun.scrutton@rochford.gov.uk
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