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MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING FOR 
TRAVELLER ENCAMPMENTS (Min 291/99) 

1 	SUMMARY  

1.1	 This report recommends that the Council agrees to sign the 
Memorandum of Understanding with Essex Police regarding the 
unauthorised occupation of land by travellers. 

1.2	 Managing unauthorised encampments is a discretionary issue. 

2	 INTRODUCTION 

2.1	 A recommendation of the “Travellers in Essex” report was that Police 
Authorities introduce a consistent county wide approach in the use of 
their powers under the Criminal Justice and Public Order Act 1994.  In 
response, the local division of Essex Police, with the aid of Essex 
County Council’s Gypsy Services Manager, has drafted the appended 
Memorandum of Understanding regarding the unauthorised occupation 
of land by Travellers. 

2.2	 Compared to some other Essex Authorities, there are relatively few 
unauthorised encampments in the Rochford District. 

3	 COMMENT 

3.1	 The Memorandum of Understanding is essentially an operational 
agreement that spells out the responsibilities of the local authority and 
the Police and the circumstances in which various types of action will 
be taken. 

3.2	 The report clarifies in a memorandum what is already put in to practice 
when unauthorised encampments occur.  It is considered 
advantageous for the Council to sign the memorandum. 

4 	 CODE FOR TRAVELLERS IN ESSEX 

4.1 	 The Memorandum of Understanding relates to any land in the District. 

4.2 	 Land in Local Authority ownership is covered by the Code for 
Travellers in Essex, which allows gypsies remain on public land for up 
to 28 days if they abide by the terms of the Code.  Rochford considered 
and adopted the Code in March 1995.   A copy is appended to this 
report. 
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4.3	 The Code appended to the Memorandum of Understanding is a 
summary and it is felt that this should be replaced with the latest 
version of the full Code to avoid ambiguity. 

5	 CRIME & DISORDER IMPLICATIONS 

5.1	 The Memorandum of Understanding states that the Police will use their 
powers to evict encampments where there is serious or continuing 
crime, serious or continuing threatening, abusive, insulting or violent 
behaviour, or potential public disorder.  Action will also be taken where 
there is serious disruption to normal every day life within the 
community or serious disruption to the operational activity of 
businesses or local authorities. 

6	 LEGAL IMPLICATIONS 

6.1	 The Memorandum of Understanding may lead to an increase in the 
need for enforcement action to evict encampments.  Eviction through 
Court action by this Authority may be necessary, however the majority 
of encampment evictions are secured by persuasion from Essex 
County Council’s Gypsy Liaison Officer. 

7	 RECOMMENDATION 

It is proposed that the Committee RESOLVES 

(1) To agree to the Memorandum of Understanding subject to the full 
version of the Code for Travellers in Essex replacing the summary 
currently included in the report. 

Graham Woolhouse 

Head of Housing, Health and Community Care 

Background Papers: 

Travellers in Essex Report by the Essex Chief Executive’s Association 

21.2 



COMMUNITY SERVICES COMMITTEE - 10 Item 21

October 2000


For further information please contact Elaine Prosser on: 

Tel: 01702 318052

E-Mail: elaine.prosser@rochford.gov.uk
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THE CODE FOR TRAVELLERS IN ESSEX 

Subject to the satisfsctary essessment of the following faaors. Essex auihorities will nol nlj~rirdiiy 
pursue en order for the remova of vehicles from any land on which they are stationed fore pericd 
of up to 28 days: 

1. The ‘gypsy status of ouxlpants of the caravans. For the purposes of this Code “gypsy’ 
means persons of nomadic habit of life, whatever their race or origin, who wander or travel 
for the purpose of making or seeking their liveiihwd and does not include persons who 
move froom place to place without any connection between their movement and their means 
of livelihood and does not include members of an organised group of travelling showmen . 

or of persons engaged in travelling drcuses. travelling togetlw as such 

Travellers, other then gypsies es defined above. will be moved on subject to their welfare needs 
being assessed. 

The number of caravans involved. The maximum number normally acceptable will be 3 
carsvane in any one group anhough slightly largergrwps may be permissible in locations 
remote fmm restdential or commercial proWties. 

The distance between groups. The minimum acceptable distance between groups of 
travellers shell nonally be half a mile. 

The occupation of any land shall not have 8 wious effect on the amenities, M otherwise 
cause nuisanoB to, the cxxapants of any adjacent property. 

No damage shall be caused to any property. fences. trees etc on that or adjacent land. 

‘The behaviour of the travellers to other people shall be acceptable i.e. no intimidation 
especially invdving actual violence or the use of abusive or insulting language. 

There shall be no dumping or inappropriale disposal of household, human or trade waste 
especially where this constitutes a hazard to public health, nor any stockpiling of meted& 

No fires shall be lit on eny land other than for cwking or washing.purposes. 

Vehicles shell be palked, and any animals kept, in such e manner so es to ceuse no 
inconvenience or affect on the safety of users of the adjacent or nearest highway. 

The cccupsbon of local authority or other statuto~ authority land or agricultu;al land shall 
not impede its necessary operational we or. insofar as parkland or other public open space 
is concerned. shall not d@!ract from its amenity value. 

Once the agreed period of occupation has elapsed then the distance m0W-d must be at least 
hw mileS from the site occupied. Reoccupation of the same site must not take plaae within 
three months. 
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