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7.1 

FLEXIBILITY TO PRIVATE HIRE VEHICLE CONDITIONS 
DUE TO COVID-19    

1 PURPOSE OF REPORT 

1.1 For the Committee to determine whether to allow an extension of 1 year for 
those vehicles listed in paragraph 4.1 of the report. 

2 INTRODUCTION 

2.1 On 21 May 2020, David Milligan, Company Director of Access Anyone, 
requested some flexibility to the current conditions relating to the vehicle 
requirements agreed by the Appeals Committee. 

2.2 Access Anyone runs a school contract with Southend Borough Council. 
Currently the operations management of the contract is being transferred to a 
newly formed partnership between Southend Borough Council and an 
independent company called London Hire. This joint partnership is called 
Vecteo. 

2.3 This transition, coupled with the COVID-19 situation, has made their plans 
moving forward more problematic and as a result Southend Borough Council 
has approached Access Anyone to extend their current contract for a further 
year until July 2021. 

2.4 This contract with Southend Borough Council exceeds £30 000. 

2.5 The fleet of licensed private hire vehicles by Access Anyone are now ageing 
with 3 of the vehicles reaching the vehicle age requiring vehicle replacement 
by the Licensing Team before the next renewal. 

2.6 To allow Access Anyone to meet the demands of the contract, they have 
requested an extension of 1 year for those vehicles that should be replaced. 

2.7 Due to the shortness of the extension and the clarity as to Vecteo’s plans 
moving forward, it is not viable to invest in replacement rolling stock at this 
juncture. Should a more expansive contract be offered they would at that point 
make the necessary investment to replace the vehicles. 

3 HACKNEY CARRIAGE AND PRIVATE HIRE, DRIVER, VEHICLE AND 
OPERATOR LICENCE CONDITIONS 

3.1 Condition 103.18 of the Hackney Carriage and Private Hire, Driver, Vehicle 
and Operator Licence Conditions states: 

3.2 The vehicle must not be more than six years old when first licensed and will 
not be re-licensed if more than 12 years old from the date of registration. 
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7.2 

4 ACCESS ANYONE FLEET 

4.1 The details of the fleet of vehicles owned by Access Anyone is outlined as 
follows: 

 

5 ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED 

5.1 The alternative option available to Members would to refuse the extension for 
the vehicles; Access Anyone would have to consider whether they can meet 
the requirements of the contract with fewer vehicles. 

6 RISK IMPLICATIONS 

6.1 The only risk identified relates to the age of the vehicles. It needs to be 
acknowledged that ageing vehicles are more prone to breakdowns. 

6.2 However, in order to minimise this risk Access Anyone has confirmed they 
carry out preventative maintenance checks on these vehicles at 10-weekly 
intervals in addition to MOT’s being carried out on the vehicles at 6-monthly 
intervals. 

6.3 A copy of a maintenance check report is attached. 

7 RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS  

7.1 There are no resource implications in respect of this decision. 

8 LEGAL IMPLICATIONS 

8.1 There are no legal implications to this isolated request. This request is being 
considered due to extreme circumstances and is considered on its own merit 
and will not impact on any other licensed driver or vehicle.   
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7.3 

9 EQUALITY AND DIVERSITY IMPLICATIONS 

9.1 This decision relates to the transportation of children to and from school with 
disabilities. The decision of the Committee will impact on the number of 
vehicles available to the school for the safe passage of their students. By 
reducing the numbers of vehicles within the Access Anyone fleet, the number 
of students able to access school would need to decrease or for them to find 
alternative means of transportation to school. 

10 RECOMMENDATION 

10.1 It is proposed that the Committee RESOLVES 

To grant the request by Access Anyone to license the vehicles for an 
extension of one year beyond the requirements outlined within Condition 
103.18. 

 

Louisa Moss 

Assistant Director, People & Communities 
 

 
For further information please contact Steven Greener on:- 

Phone: 01702 318148  
Email: steven.greener@rochford.gov.uk  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you would like this report in large print, Braille or another 
language please contact 01702 318111. 
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