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MARKET TOWN HEALTH CHECK STUDY


1 SUMMARY 

1.1 This report brings to Members’ attention the Market Town Health 
Check study now produced by Rochford Regeneration Group for 
Members’ consideration and comment. 

2 INTRODUCTION 

2.1 Members will recall that in 2003 the Council decided to help fund a 
Market Town Healthcheck Study for Rochford town. Other funders 
were the County Council, the Parish Council and the Local Chamber of 
Trade. The “Regeneration Group” which was subsequently formed 
have now completed their wo rk and produced a Healthcheck Study, 
complete with Action Plan. The study is reproduced as Appendix 1. It 
is pleasing to note that in producing the Study, the Group have aligned 
its headings with the District Council’s own Corporate Objectives. 

3 DETAILED CONSIDERATIONS 

3.1 As with the Parish Council’s “Vision Statement” reported at the last 
meeting, the study includes a long list of things for action in its Action 
Plan. Many of these are sign-posted to the District Council.  Broad 
timeframes are given, b ut there is no indication of the resources 
required, although some thought is given to potential funders. In some 
areas, where the District Council is down as the lead Authority, the 
Council has already implemented those items listed, e.g. kerbside 
recycling, tourism study, or has allocated funding as part of the 
2005/2006 budget process, e.g. weed and litter control, or is currently 
out to consultation (at the time of writing this report) on proposed 
changes, e.g. car parking charges. 

3.2 However, as with the Parish Vision Statement, it is important that the 
Council looks at the list within the context of its own strategies and 
action plans and within its own budgetary process. Many initiatives will 
require substantial work to develop the broad concepts outlined.  The 
Council will need to keep a balance between its own priorities, those 
suggested in this document, and the funding streams available. In 
addition, some of the things attributable to this Authority may best be 
developed by other more appropriate partners.  

3.3 The Council needs to look at the list in a partnership context and 
attempt to progress appropriate matters through other channels, such 
as the Local Strategic Partnership, for example. Otherwise, there is a 
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danger that the Action Plan will remain as it currently is, a list of 
aspirations rather than actions which can actually be implemented. 

4	 RECOMMENDATION 

4.1	 It is proposed that the Committee notes the proposals outlined by 
Rochford Regeneration Group in its Market Town Healthcheck Stud y 
and RESOLVES that in the planned future reviews of its own 
Strategies and Action Plans, particularly the Local Development 
Framework and the development of the Council’s own vision for the 
District as a whole, the District Council considers the suggestions 
made and determines the most appropriate course of action for the 
Authority. 

Paul Warren 
Chief Executive 

Background Papers : None 

For further information please contact Paul Warren on:-

Tel:- 01702 318199 
E-Mail:- paul.warren@rochford.gov.uk 
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