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146 — 200 Rochford Garden Way 156
172 — 174 Rochford Garden Way 364
1999 Housing Investment Programme 217
54 West Street 177
57 South Street, Rochford 221, 360
A130 Proposals 112, 309, 313
Advisors from Rayleigh Association of Voluntary Services 349
AEC Steenng Committee on Economic Development District 31
Membership '
Antmal Welfare Licences 88, 223
Anti Fraud Policy 119
Appointment of Chairman’s Chaplain 168
Appointment of Council's Spakesperson 239
Appointment of Members to Outside Bodies and Organisations 242, 324
Arts Strategy 92
Audit [ssues 118, 268
Aylesford Newsprint 308
Beacon Status Initiative 267
Benefit, Council Tax, National Non-Domestic Rates and Debtors — 50, 240, 408
Whnte Offs X
Best Value 82,120, 380, |
398, 399
Better Allocation of Resources for District Councils 321
Blatches Farm 243, 278,
403, 468,
Breach of Planning Conirol at 181 Greensward Lane, Hockley, Essex | 344 i
Breach of Planning Control at Brick House, Stambridge Road, Great 426 3
Stambridge
Breach of Planning Control at Firways Garden Centre, Hullbridge 494
Road, Rayleigh
Breach of Planning Control at Highlands Farm, off Beaches Road, 345
Watery Lane, Rawreth
Breach of Planning Control on Land at Cormer of Verdander 342
Drive/Tenders Avenue
Budget 1999/2000 6, 14, 39,47 E
Building Authonty Charges - Regulations 1998 107
Business Rates - Discretionary Rate Relief 473
Canewdon Traffic Stdy 38
Car Boot Sales 33
Car Parking Strategy 442
Care Home Provision Throughout Essex 9, 292, 350
Castle Point and Rochford Social Services Locality Panel Seminar 353 !
Chairman’s Chain of Office 476
Committee Agenda and Minutes 323
Communications and Media Strategy 400
Community Facility — St Marks Field, Rochford 322
Contaminated Land 448
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Contract Extension 139
Contract Standing Orders — Monitoring Report 409
Cost Awards: Planning Inquirres and Formal Hearings — Proposed 72, 155
Changes to Committee and Inquiry/Informal Heanng Procedures
Countering Housing Benefit Fraud 270, 271
Crime and Disorder Reduction Strategy 132
Crucial Crew 1999 224
DETR Consultation Report — Limiting Landfill 446
Disabled — Appointment of Member with Special Responsibilty 174
Disabled Access and Legislation 492
Disabled Access Matters 281
Discussion Document — Rural England 109
Dispersed Alarm System ~ Carelines 358
Door Entry System — Consultation 362
Door Entry System — Shoebury Road, St Johns Road Flats, Great 13
Wakering
Door Staff Registration Scheme 89
Downhall Road, Rayleigh — Proposed Variation to Existing Waiting 445
Restrictions — Introduction to Limited Waiting Bays
Draft Corporate Plan 397
Draft County/District Waste Management Statement 115
Draft Essex Social Organisation Plan 1999 — 2004 320
Draft Health Improvement Programme 11
East of England Local Government Conference 404
Election of the Chairman of the Council for 1993/2000 165
Enhancing Local Democracy Steenng Group 406
Essex Active Sport Partnership 222
Essex and Southend Waste Local Plan 30, 273,498
Essex Approach — Next Steps. Designing a 21% Century County 401
Councll ' ‘
Essex Local Transport Plan 449
Final Accounts 1998/99 : 330
Financial Contribution Towards Tnbunal Costs 48
First Stage Air Quality Review 199
Food Standards Agency 90
Glebe Close/Morrins Close 361
Great Wakenng Landfill Site 311
Group Leaders Panel - Terms of Reference and Operation 261
Hawkwell Recycling Trial — Update 447
High Street Great Wakering — Proposed Variation, Warting Restrictions | 37
Highways Maintenance 203
Holocaust Remembrance Day 477
Home Energy Efficiency 295
Homelessness Decisions 83
House Condition Survey 363
Housing Benefit Fraud 122, 123
Housing Benefit Inspection 188
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Housing Capital Programme 355

Housing Corporation Approved Development Programme 10

Housing Investment Programme (HIP) 254

Housing revenue Account 1999/2000 16

| King George's Playing Field, Rayleigh 140, 298

Licensing of Houses m Mutiple Occupation — Consultation 218

Liquor Licensing and Public Entertainment Licensing Hours 357

Local Authority Cultural Strategles — Consultation on Draft Guidance | 91

Local Transport Plans 111

Locally Determined Programme 1999/2000 205

Low Energy Lamps — Update 87

Magnolia Road Public Open Space 106

Meat Hygiene Service 15

Members Allowances 1999/2000 51

Menta! Health and Community NHS Trust 293

Mill Hait 359

Millennium Beacon Celebrations 325

Mobile Home Owners — Update 85

Modernising Agenda — Possible New Political Structure 457

Morrins Close/Glebe Close, Great Wakenng 93

National Fraud Initiative 1998 62

National Housing and Town Planning Council Conference 1998 128

National Non Domestic Rating Discretionary Rate Relief 52,142,474

Out of Hours Call-out 234

QOutside Bodies and Organisations 173

Partnership Arrangements — Transportation 312

Periodic Electoral Review 402

Petittons 59, 110, 151,
214, 225, 8
257, 280

Pets in Sheltered Accommodation 12

Playing Fields Safety Arrangements 436

Playspace Rolling Programme 17, 296, 435

Playspace Swimming Provision 220

Procedures for the Administration of Meetings and Support for 458,478

Members

Process Review — Housing Grants 84

Process Reviews — Progress Report 121

Public Conveniences 18, 80, 138,
297

Public Open Spaces 187

Rate Relef for Business in Rural Areas — Rural Settlement List 141

Rayleigh Town Centre Enhancements 105

Rayleigh Town Centre Notice Board 407

Rayleigh Town Centre Proposed Varation to Existing Waiting 201

Restrictions

Rayleigh Town Centre; Traffic Survey Update/Junction Study 202
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Rayleigh Town Council — Millennium Events 331

Rayleigh Traffic Regulation Order — District Consuitation of 500 200

Residents

Recycling Banks at St John Fisher Playing Field, Rayleigh 432

Recycling Scheme to Provide Additional Water Resources for Essex 219

and Suffolk Water

Rochford Distnct Town Trials 437

Rochford River Survey 1997 — 1998 34,70

Rochford Town Centre Working Group 108

Royal Garden Party 73

SEEVIC College 405, 487

Setting the Council Tax Base 2000/2001 471

Setting the Level of Council Tax 1999/2000 76

Sheds on Caravan Sites 86

Single Work Focused Gateway — Presentation 136, 238

Site Visit to EDL (Operations), Ware, Hertfordshire 427

South East Essex Package 204 ;

Southend Airport 179, 444, 500 §;

Southend Hospital Trust 299

Special Education Needs — An Action Plan for Essex — Consultation 354

Document

St Andrews and Roche Ward Community Development Worker 434 ;

Stambndge Sewage Treatment Works 423, 488, 469 |

Strategic Planning Liaison Panel 422 :

Street Trading Consent Fees 410

Sustainability Conference 40

Swimming Scheme 366

Taxi Licensing Restrictton on Plates 375

Taxi Rank — The Approach 32 :

Telecommunication Masts 356 :

Tender Returns — Playspaces Rolling Programme 365 i

Third Stage Air Quality Review 472 -

Time Capsule Discussions 486

Town & Country Financial Issues Group 475 -

Town and Country Financial Issues Group 49

Traffic Calming Scheme — Helena Road and Louise Road, Raylteigh 35

Report on Results of Post-Calming Consultation Exercise

Travellers in Essex 137, 215,
291,433

Treasury Management 241

Unauthorised Works to Preserve Tree at 61 Cheapside West, Rayleigh | 461

Waste Contract Strategy Options 501

Waste Local Plan Enquiry 489

Waste Management Licence Consultation 314

Waste Management Semtnar 376

Waste Strategy — Ecologika Draft reports 274

Waste Water Recycling Scheme 284
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ROCHFORD DISTRICT COUNCIL
Minutes of the Audit Services Commuittee

At a Meeting held on 1st June 1999, Present Councillors N. Harris (Chatrman),
P A, Beckers, C.I Black, G Fox, Mrs. J. Hall, T. Livings, G.M Mockford,
C.R. Morgan, P. Stebbing, R.E Vingoe and P.F A. Webster

Visiting: Councillors Mrs. HL A. Glynn and JL.E, Grey.
182, MINUTES

Resolved that the Mmutes of the Meeting of 6th April 1999 be approved as a correct
record and signed by the Chairman

183. MEMBERS’ INTERESTS

The following non-pecuniary interests were declared, relating to m:-m 16 (Outside
Bodies - Members” Responsibilities and Liabulities):

Councillor P.A Beckers, by virtue of his mvolvement with the Community Health
Council and membershup of the Rawreth Parish Hall Committee

Councillor G.Pox as the County Council's representative on the Crouch Harbour
Authoryty and involvement with Crossroads.

Councillor Mrs HL A. Glynn as a member of the Crouch Harbour Authority and
mvolvement with the Rochford Chamber of Commerce

Councilior Mrs. J. Hall by virtue of her involvement with the Citizens Advice Bureau
184, TERMS OF REFERENCE

Resolved

That the Commuttee’s Terms of Reference be noted,
185. APPOINTMENT OF URGENCY SUB-COMMITTER

The Comrmuttee noted that, in accordance with Standing Order 17(1) the Urgency
Sub-Committee should comprise the Charman and Vice-Charman of the Committee
and one other Member, appomnted so far as 1s practicable in accordance with the rules of
pro-rata representation for polrtical groups,

In discussion, Members agreed with the suggestion of the Chairroan that it would be
more suitable for the Urgency Sub-Committee for this Committee to comprise himself
and one representative from the Labour and Conservative Groups; Councillors G. Fox
and P.F.A. Webster respectively were nominated.

The Head of Administrative and Member Services advised that thus proposal would
require the suspension of Standing Order 17(1), which, under Standing Order 5, would
nead the consent of Councal

On a Motion put by Councilior N Harris and seconded by Councillor P A Beckers it
was therefore-

RECOMMENDED
That Council be requested to suspend Standing Order 17(1)} 1n order to allow the Audit

Committee’s Urgency Sub-Commuttee to comprise one representative each from the
Conservative, Labonr and Liberal Democrat Groups - 501




Resolved

That, subject to the above, the Urgency Sub-Commuttee comprise Councillors N.Harrss,
PF.A Webster and G. Fox (HAMS)

186 WHISTLE BLOWING POLICY

The Commuttee considered the report of the Corporate Director (Finance and External
Services) contaming a draft Whistle Blowing Policy.

During discussion, the following main ponts arose. '

1 Members requested a bi-annual report for information, giving details of
whistle-blowing meidents. It was considered important that, 1n the interests of
open Govemnment, such a report should be on the public part of the
Commuttee’s agenda, although 1t was recognised that any allegations agamst
named individuals would need to reman confidential unless a case had been
proved and, where appropriate, a successful prosecution had been undertaken.

(i)  The Corporate Director informed the Commuttee that, once approved, the policy
would be distributed to all existing and new staff, together with guidance from
the Audit Comnussion, The anti-frand policy previously agreed by the
Commuttee had already been circulated.

(i) In considering paragraph 6 of the Policy, the Committee agreed that the
wording should be revised to clanfy how an allegation could be proved to be
false or malicious

(ivy It was recognised that i cases where the Council was to proceed with a
prosecution the whistle-blower’s anonymity would be difficult to preserve, and
1t would therefore be essential for maximum disciplinary action to be taken
agamst any member of staff involved in subsequent victimisation.

Resolved

That, subject to amendment to paragraph 6 (False and Malicious Allegations), the
policy be adopted (CD(F&ES))

187. PRIVATE ACCESS TO PUBLIC OPEN SPACES
The Commuttee considered the report of the Corporate Director (Finance and External

Services) outlining a strategy to ensure that residents do not gain rights of way over
access to public open space by defauit, in the absence of any formal agreement.

In reply to a Member question, the Corporate Director confirmed that, m some cases,
open spaces that are leased to Parish Councils could also nclude rights of way and, i
these mstances, 1t would be for the Parishes to ensure that the necessary easements are
granted and the fees collected

It was agreed that Officers should wrte to the relevant Panish Councils to remnind them
of the need to formalise such arrangements.

Resolved
(1) That the management action set out in the Corporate Director’s report be agreed
(2) That Officers remind those Parish Councils which lease public open space of the

need to formalise instances of private access mn order to safeguard property mghts,
(CD(F&ES)) '
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188

189,

190.

HOUSING BENEFIT INSPECTION

The Commuitee considered the report of the Corporate Director (Finance and External
Services) which informed Members that notification had been received that the Housing
Benefit Division is to be reviewed by the Benefit Fraud Inspectorate (BFL) during the
course of the year, and the arrangements for the mspection. It was noted that following
the inspection, a public report 1s produced; the Director had obtaned agreement that
BFI staff would present the report to a meeting of the Committee. Members were also
mformed that the BFI 1ssue a press release to announce their wisit to the Local
Authority, and the possibility: of the Council also 1ssuing a press release welcoming
their review and looking forward to positive outcomes was considered. Tt was agreed
that the press release should make reference to the need for further government funding
in order that the additional work associated with complying with the verification
framework could be carried out, as outlined in paragraph 4 of the "Possible Outcomes"
section of the Director’s report.

Resolved
(1) That the report be noted

(2) That the BFI be requested to present its report at the earliest available opportunity to
this Commuttee

(3) That a press release, including reference to the need for suffictent funding to enable
compliance with the verification framework, be issued at the appropriate time.
(CDF&ES))

EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC
Resolved

That under Section 100(A)(4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the public be
excluded from the Meeting for the following items of business on the grounds that they
involve the likely disclosure of Exempt Information as defined in Paragraphs 7 and 14
respectively of Part 1 of Schedule 12A of the Act.

OUTSIDE BODIES - MEMBERS’ RESPONSIBILITIES AND LIABILITIES

The Committee considered the report of the Head of Legal Services which outhned the
position regarding msurance cover for Members. It was noted that the Council can
provide limited mdemmty to individual Members and Officers m the following
circumstances only:

1) Where an mdividual acts solely on behalf of the Council withmn the terms of
reference laid down by the anthority and solely n pursuance of the Council’s
statutory powers. This will usnally be where the Council is under a duty to
participate 1n a particular statutory body and will only apply to the nomunation of
officers or appointees of Commuttees to perform the Council’s functions.

1n)  Where the individual acts only n an advisory capacity m connection with the
Council’s functions

i)  Where the individual occupies an observational role on the board or comrmttee
of an outside organisation, representing the Council’s interests rather than acting
m a decision-making capacity

(tv) Where the mndividual acts on behalf of a joint committee established by two or
more local authorities
-
The Council can not provide indemuity or incur costs in respect of activities where a
Member acts.

(1) solely on behalf of an outside body,or - 5 U 3
(2) outside his or her delegated powers,or




(3) outside the Couneil’s statntory powers,or
(4) as a director of a board of 2 lumited company, a trustee of a trust, a voting member of
a management commuttee.

Since the Councid may only delegate power to a committee and not to an indrvidual
Member, Members were advised that they should only participate n outside bodies as
observers or facilitators It was recognised that in practice Members are keen to take a
more active role and, of necessity, this can only be in a personal capacity and should not
confhict with their duties as a member of the Council In most mstances, therefore, a
Member will not be indemnified by the Council and where the particular outside body
does not hold insurance, the possibility of personal nsk arises A survey of 40 outside
bodies had revealed that, of 21 respondents, only 6 possessed insurance which would
cover Members acting i decision-making capacities, one had msurance but was stdl to
confirm whether members would be covered; and one provides Members with
mdemnity but does not have msurance. ‘The majority of organisations do not therefore
have msurance that would cover Members

It was noted, that in the light of a nationwide debate on the posifton of Members serving
on outside bodies, the Local Government Association has produced a Code of Practice
for Local Authority Members and Officers Serving on the Boards of Voluntary
Organisations. The Commttee examined a number of options to provide greater
certainty in the future, including the completion and mainfenance of a formal register of
all outside bodies including details of the position held by a member and insurance
arrangements  The suggested format of such a register was annexed to the report,
together with an aide memoire outlining the position of Member representatives on
outside bodies

The following main pomts arose during discussion*

0] It was considered that 1t would be useful for the aide memoire to be sent to all
District Council representatives on outside bodies at the time of confirmatron of
their appomtment, together with, but separately printed for additional emphasis,
the paragraph in the Head of Legal services’ report commencing "Remembering
that the Counci! may only delegate power to a Commuttee... ."

() The Commuttee agreed with a Member’s suggestion that the aide memoire
should be incorporated within the report fo the forthcoming Meeting of Fmance
and General Purposes Commuttee concerning Qutside Bodies.

(di) It was considered that restricting Members to a purely advisory role on outside
bodies, with no voting rights, did not facilitate the democratic process It was
therefore suggested that the Local Government Association could be contacted
to hughlight thus dilemma and for possible solations

(iv)  In reply to a Member question, the Corporate Director (Finance and External
Services) confirmed that loans to outside bodies are secured on thetr premuses,
so the potential mability of District Council representatives to take part in
deciston making would not result m the Council’s financial investment being
put at risk.

Resolved
(1) That representatton on outside bodies which did not respond to the survey, those
which have mdicated that they have no insurance and those indicated n the Head of

Legal Services report to be of limited value be reviewed.

(2) That Members be advised to confirm msurance arrangements on taking up
nommations to outside bodies.

{3) That a register of outside body involvement be completed and maintamned

(4) That the arde-memotre be mcluded in the year book, distributed to all Councillors
along with the extract from the report as described above, and be mcluded 1n the report
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191,

192.

on Outside Bodies to the Meeting of Finance and General Purposes Committee on 15th
June 1999

(5) That Officers contact the Local Government Association for further guidance on the
question of Members’ liabilities and their role on outside bodies. (HLS)

INTERNAL AUDIT REPORTS

The Committee considered the report of the Chief Executive which mcluded the
following: ‘

- A comparison of the revised 1998/99 Audit Plan to actual tune spent. The External
Auditor was aware of the shortfall on audit ume for 1998/99, and have adjusted
therr planned audit time accordingly

~ The up-to-date copy of the monitoring document for the audit report
recoimmendations

- A summary of the Audit Commussion Publication, Fraud and Lodging - Progress n
Tackling Frand and Error 1n Housing Benefit It was noted that the majority of the
recommendations had already been implemented, those outstanding would be
addressed during the review of ‘Countering Housing Benefit Fraud’

Resolved
(1) That the performance against the 1998/99 Revised Audit Plan be noted
(2) That the recommendations mndicated on the monitoring sheet be deleted.

(3) That the Audit Commission publication summary and the additional
recommendations arising from the new publications be noted. (CE)

COUNTERING HOUSING BENEFIT FRAUD

The Commuttee considered the report of the Head of Revenue and Housmng
Management which was the second n a series that had been agreed at the previous
meefing. It examined the establishment of the Corporate Framework for addressing
housing benefit fraud and mcluded a ‘Checklist for Action’ taken from: the Audit
Commussion Handbook Aganst each of the Handbook's recommendations was shown
an indrcator of the extent of the Authority’s existing compliance. A number of areas
were considered in more detail by the Committee as shown below:

Nuombered Pomnt 4

Several Members expressed reservations about inclusion of the phrase ‘suspected fraud’
which, 1t was considered, could be difficult legally to substantrate On a Motion by
Councillor R.E. Vingoe and seconded by Councillor P.A. Beckers 1t was agreed to
request Officers to investigate this matter further and report back to the Committee’s
next meeting

Numbered Point 11

It was anticipated that this objective wonld be completed by December Progress would
be reported to the next Meeting.

Numbered Points 15/16
Following discussion, 1t was concluded that the achievement of full comphance, which

was not yet mandatory, did not justify the likely level of expenditure given the present
Iow level of nsk within the Couneil




Numbered Point 19

The Committee considered current procedures for verifying the qualifications of

applicants for posts within the Council, and it was agreed that a written procedure for all
. interviewtng officers should be drawn up to ensure that a standard practice 18 adopted

throughout all departments

Numbered Poiat 24

It was agreed that the likelihood of the same staff starting and terminating tenancies was
cunently siight.

Resolved

(1) That the Authority’s approach to the Audit Commission's recommendations within
the “Checklist for Action’ should reflect the Commuttee’s views as outlined above,

(2) That a report be presented to the next Meeting clarifying the term "suspected fraud"
1n relation to the signed declarations of benefits, internal audit, fraud mvestigation and

housing staff (HRHM)

The Meeting closed at 9.15pm.
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Coemmittee Report

10(Gi)
@
Rochford District Counail
To the meeting of: COMMUNITY SERVICES
On. 8TH JUNE 1999
Report of* HEAD OF ADMINISTRATIVE & MEMBER SERVICES
Title: MINUTES OF THE HOUSING MANAGEMENT SUB-COMMITTEE

Author: Mr., A, Wyatt Report Approved By'J%«&,\
1) e

At a meeting held on the 2nd June 1999. Present: Councillors R.S. Allen, T.G Cutmore,
DM. Ford, Mrs.J. Hall, N.Harnis, CC Langlands, Mrs. 8.J. Lemon, Mrs. M.S. Vince and
Mrs. ML.A. Weir.

Apologies: Councillors R.A. Pearson and Mrs. W.M. Stevenson.
Substitates: Councillors J M. Dickson and I.E. Grey.
55.  APPOINTMENT OF CHAIRMAN
Councillor Mrs. M.S. Vmce was appointed Chairman for the municipal year.
56.  MEMBERS INTERESTS

Counciflor C.C Langlands declared an Interest in the Item “Strategy for Tenant Participation"
(Minute 59) by virtue of being a leaseholder of a former Council property.

7 MINUTES —
A Member sought clarification of the figures given in the item Capital Programme 1999/2000
Update (Minute 53) regarding the window replacement programme and central heating
replacement of storage heaters and requested that in future, all figures given in reports follow
recognised accounting procedures. It was noted that the total figure for both programmes should
read £426,000 and not £346,000 as detailed in the Minutes
The Mmmutes of the meeting held on 17th February 1999 were approved as a correct record.

58.  TERMS OF REFERENCE

Members noted the Terms of Reference relating to the Housing Management Sub-Committee.




-59

60.

STRATEGY FOR TENANT PARTICIPATION

The Sub-Committee considered the report of the Head of Revenue and Housing Management
which proposed the. adoption of & formal policy statement in relation to tenant parficipation
within the Rochford District. Members were advised that, further to the delivery of a newsletter
with rent statements in April, there had been an increase in the Membership of both the Rochford
& Great Stambridge Tenants Association and Rayleigh & Rawreth Tenants Association, although
there was stul a shortfall from the desired munimum of twenty representatives. The Head of
Service further advised Members that it was the mtention for the Tenants’ Representatives to be
from as broad a cross section of tenants as possible (including children).

The point was raised that Tenant Liaison Meetings during the day, had precluded some would-be
representatives in the past due to~Work commutments. The Head of Service advised the
Sub-Commuttee of the work bemng undertaken to allow more tenant involvement in the liaison
meetings. Overall, the Sub-Committee were of the opinion that the draft statement was of merit
and to be supported and considered that with the following amendments the statement could be
adopted as formal Council policy -

* mention should be made within the statement of leaseholder participation,
* amendment under Part 2 - Consultation (Pownt 10) to read "the selection of contractors
for services"

Further to the debate, Members expressed concern at the Liaison Meetings becoming political,
considering the 1ssue of tenant liaison to be non-partisan. Mention was made also of Right to
Buy legisiation and the need for affordable social housing to be provided within the area given
the dimmishing numbers of Council houses within the District - to date totalling less than 2,000
On a motion put by Councillor J.M. Dickson and seconded by Councillor Mrs. S.J. Lemon it was

Proposed that this Committee RECOMMENDS:

That the policy statement and strategy on tenants participation in‘the Rochford District, subject fo
the changes proposed, be formally adopted. (HRHM)

PRE-LETTING CLEANING SERVICE

The Sub-Committee considered the report of the Head of Revenue and Housing Management
which sought Members’ approval to improve the standard of cleanlmess of vacant properties
prior'to allocation. Members were advised that housing applicants who were made an offer of
tenancy had often refused to accept a tenancy due to the poor standard of cleanliness of the
_ property. Whalst works were undertaken to ensure that vacant properties were returned to a ﬁt
" state for re-allocation, including repair and redecoration, cleaning was not included

Considering the scheme was of merit, concern was expressed by Members at the lack of
accountability of some tenants, for works which were necessary on their departure and it was
considered that the current rules of tenancy should be made clear to all new tenants specifically in
relation to the state of the property on vacation. The issue of rental deposits to cover the cost of
repair, re-decoration and cleaning was subject to discussion although given the varymg
circumstances of tenants, it was felt that the Head of Service should mvestigate the matter
through legislation to see whether 1t allowed for such a scheme. Further to debate on
pre-vacation inspection, the Head of Service advised that on average, 25%-30% of tenants did not
give the statutory four weeks’ notice on vacation to allow for an inspection, although in cases
where tenants could be traced, efforts were made to recharge costs for repair/redecoration where

Necessary.

The repair/redecoration undertaken on void properties prior to re-allocatron was mooted and the
Head of Service advised that this would be the subject of a report to the autumn cycle.

Summing up, Members considered that tenants’ responsibilites and the disciplines for letting
should be strengthened.
87
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Proposed that this Commttee RECOMMENDS:

That a pre-letting cleaning service be mntroduced with immediate effect, but that all necessary
action be taken to recover costs from the outgoing tenant. (HRHM)

The meeting closed at §.37p.m.
A
minshousubjung
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ROCHFORD DISTRICT COUNCIL .
. Minutes of the Transportation & Environmental Services Commiites
At a Meeting held on 3rd June 1999. Present: Councillors V.H. Leach (Chairman),
R.S. Allen, R. Adams, C.L Black, J.M.Dickson, D.M. Ford, Mrs. J.EFord, K.A. Gibbs,
Mrs JM. Giles, Mrs. HL.A Glynn, JE. Grey, D.R, Helson, A Hosking,
V D. Hutchings, C.C. Langlands, Mrs. M.S. Vince, Mrs. M.J Webster and D.A, Weir.
Apologies: Councillors G.C Angus and R.A. Pearson.
Substitutes: Councillors T Livings and Mrs. M.A. Weir,
Visiting: Councillors D.E. Barnes and Mrs. J. Helson.
193. MINUTES

The Minutes of the Meetings held on 23rd March and 1st April 1999 were approved as a
correct record,

L

194, MEMBERS' INTERESTS

Conncillors RS Allen and Mis. HL.A. Glynn declared pecumary imterests in the item

. "Rayleigh Town Cenire - Proposed Variation to Existing Waiting Restrictions" by
virtue of their association with orange badge holders. Both Members left the Meeting
whlst the matter was discussed.

Councillor C.I, Black declared a non-pecuniary interest in the itern "South Bast Essex
Package 1999/00" by virtue of his son being a pupil at a school mentioned in the report.
Councdlors Mrs. J.M. Giles and V.H. Leach each declared a non-pecumary mterest in
the same item by virtue of being governors of schools mentioned in the report.

195. APPOINTMENTS - URGENCY SUB-COMMITTEE/APPEAL BODIES/ADVISORS

The Committee considered the report of the Head of Administrative and Member
Services which requested Member nominations for the Urgency Sub-Committee and
Appeals respect of street trading consent and Hackney Carriage hicensing and the
determination of advisors to Sub-Committees and Working Parties. An addendum to
the report suggested the appointment of representatives to inter anthority fora involved

_ .—_—_ in work within the Committees remit. i}

The Leaders of the Political Groups agreed that their nominations to the Urgency
Sub-Committees and Appeal Body would be made to the Proper Officer in the near
future. On the matter of advisors, Members felt that the representatives outlined in the
report should be mvited to attend the Sub-Committees as required. A Member
expressed concern at the rules of pro rata being applied to cross organisational Working
Parties and it was requested that this be the subject of a report to a future Meeting of the
Structural and Procedural Review Working Group.

Resolved

(1) That an Urgency Sub-Commmttes be constituted comprising the Chairman and
Vice-Charman of this Committee together with one Member of the Labour Group, to
be nominated by the Leader of that Group.

(2) (a) That an Appeals panel be constituted to determine appeals concerning Street

Trading Consents and Hackney Carriage Licensing. The membership to be 3 Members

drawn from a hst of 5, the 5 Members on the list to comprise 2 Liberal Democrats, 2
. Labour and 1 Conservative.

{(b) That Group Leaders be requested to nominate Members of their Groups to fill the
resulting vacancres.
- 510




196,

197..

(3) That the advisors, as outlined below, be appointed to the relevant Sub-Committees
for this Mumcipal Year.-

Planning Policy Sub - One representing Rochford Hundred Association of Local
Councils.

Environmental Health Sub ~ One representing Rochford Hundred Association of Local
Councils.

Stambridge Sewage Treatment Works Working Party - One representing Sludge Watch,
One representing Friends of the Barth, One representing Stambridge Parish Councit and
One representing the National Farmers Union.

{4) That membership be determined for the following Working Groups be constituted as
shown and that Group Leaders submit their nominations to fill the resulting places.

@) Rochford Town Centre Working Group - 6 Members,
* (2 Liberal Democrat, 2 Labour, 2 Conservative)

Rayleigh Town Centre Monitoring Group - 4 Members.

* (Chairman of Transportaton & Environmental Services, Counculors
C.C.Langlands and Mrs. M.J. Webster as Members representing Wheatley
Ward and 1 Labour nomination.)

Websters Way Working Party - 7 Members.
* (2 Liberal Democrat, 2 Laboar, 2 Conservative and 1 Hockley Residents
Association)

(5) That a report on the 1ssue of pro rata representation to cross organisational Working
Groups be submitted to a future Meeting of the Structural and Procedural Review
Working Group, (HAMS) .

TERMS OF REFERENCE

Members noted the Terms of Reference relating to the Transportation and
Environmental Services Committee.

SUB-COMMITTEE MINUTES

The Committee considered the appended Sub-Committee Minates and the
Recommendations-contained-therein, — .

(i) Transportation Sub-Comnittee - 25th May 1999
Minute 106 - Essex Cancessionary Travel Scheme
Resolved

That this Council supports the view that Essex Connty Council retains the management
function for the Essex Concessionary Travel Scheme.

Minute 110 - A130 Bypass - Update

Resolved

(1) That the progress on the A130 road scheme be noted and, that an invitation be issued
to the Head of Transportation and Environmental Services, Hssex County Council to

attend a Meeting of the Transportation & Environmental Services Committee before the
forthcoming recess.

(2) That the Head of Corporate Policy & Initiatives circulate to all Members appropriate
background paperwork in respect of the A130 Bypass. (HCPI)
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198.

In response to a Member question, the Commitiec was advised that the issue of the
Dial-a-Ride review would be the subject of a report to the Transportation
Sub-Commuttee scheduled for the 29th June 1999,

(i) Planning Policy Sub-Committes - 26¢h May 1999

Mimute 62 - Rochford Replacement District Local Plan Project Timeteble and Issoes
Paper

Resolved

(1) That the tumetable and project plan for the preparation of the Rochford Replacement

District Local Plan be approved.

(2) That the draft Local Plan Issues Paper be agreed, together with the arrangements for
public consultation (HCPI)

Mimute 63 - Planning Policy Guidance Note No. 3 - Housing -Consultation Draft
Resolved

That the comments in the Head of Corporaie Policy & Initiatives Report form the basis
of the Council’s response to the draft PPG3 Housing. (HCPT)(CP)

OUTSTANDING ISSUES

‘W'rthregardtoti}euinlmcycﬁngmnndforHawka,tthwdomeceouﬂjnedme

position with regard to Contract Standing Orders and confirmed that the trial would
COMIMEnce $001.

With regard to the review of the Dial-a-Ride Service, Members noted that a partnership
meeting between Southend-on-Sea Borough Council and Castle Point Borough Council
had taken place, aithough there had been no Member representation at that Mesting
from Rochford District, Considering Rochford Members to be the forerunners fo the
review A Motion, put by Councillors Mrs, HL.A.Glynn and seconded by
Councillor Mrs JM. Giles was won on a show of hands and it was

Resolved

that this Commiftee seeks clarification from the Chief Executive as to why Members
wmnotask:edtoattcndmepartnmxmeamgon 18th May 1999 in relation to the

_ ._ - ——— —Dial-a-Ride Service Review.- - —

199,

FIRST STAGE AIR QUALITY REVIEW

The Commuttee considered the report of the Head of Housmg Health and Community
Care which sought Members approval for the first stage Air Quality Review document.

In noting the legislative background to the review and the timetable mvolved, Members
considered the draft strategy should be approved. It was further noted that there would
be costs in order to carry out monitoring and modelling of all relevant pollutants which
had been identified as hkely exceedences of air quality objectives, In respomse to
Member questions, Essex County Council Officers advised that they had the capability
to monitor the impact of traffic generated poliution.

Resotved

(1) That the first stage Air Quality Review document be approved and despaiched to
relevant bodies for consultation, including Sludge Watch,

(2) That the Finance and General Purposes Committee be requested to consider
approval of an additional budget of £2,000 from contingencies for thus work, (HHHCC)
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200. RAYLEIGH TRAFFIC REGULATION ORDER - DISTRICT CONSULTATION OF

201,

F

500 RESIDENTS

The Committee considered the report of the Head of Corporate Policy and Initiatives
which outlined the result of a questionnaire sent to a random sample of 500 residents
secking their views on the proposed Traffic Regulaton Order for Rayleigh Town
Centre.

In noting the 27% return and the analysis of these results, Members considered they
should be taken into account as part of the assessment of the way forward in respect of
the proposed Rayleigh Traffic Regulanon Order.

Resolved

That the results of the survey be noted and taken into account as part of the assessment
of the way forward m respect of the proposed Rayleigh Traffic Regulation
Order. (HCP1)(TP)

RAYLEIGH TOWN CENTRE PROPOSED VARIATION TO EXISTING WAITING
RESTRICTIONS

The Committee considered the report of the Head of Transportation and Operational
Services, Essex County Council on a proposal to vary the existing waiting restrictions in
Rayleigh Town Centre, together with the representations recerved from formal and
informal consultations,

" Members noted the following mamn features of the proposal:-

a) 4 bays to be provided for goods vehicle loading/unloading only.

b) 17 on-street limited waitmg spaces

c) 8 omstreet limited waiting spaces for disabled drivers only.

d) The current no waiting and loading/mloading restrictions to be varied,

e) Limited waiting for motorcyclists.

f) Parking facilities for cychsts at a number of locations.

g) A rank for 9 taxis to be relocated in the lagoon area (subject to a separate order by

Rochford District Council),

The following points were clarified by Essex County Council Officers durnng
discussion:-

*  The 1 hour parking permitted for dizabled drivers and the potential for the use of
the section of road by Boots lagoon as an additional area for able bodied parking.

*  The possible problems faced by the emergency services in negofiatmg the High
Street,

*  The two disabled parking bays within the Boots lagoon.
*  Access/egress of parking for motorcycles.

*  The location of the loadingimloading bay outside Byfords leading to the Pink
Toothbrush.

Durmg debate, concern was expressed by Members at the implications of
providing 2 Disabled Persons parking bays within the ‘Boots Lagoon’ and on a
motion put by Comncillor D.M. Ford and seconded by Councillor Mrs J.E. Ford it
was
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Resolved

(1) That the current Traffic Regulation Order be part varied and part sealed to include
the proposals as detailed at Appendix A of the report and shown on drawing
2080/99/C0O60B, but not including the disabled parking bays within the Boots lagoon.

(2) That further consuitation be undertaken on the matter of the disabled parking bays at
Boots iagoon.

(3) That a review of the Traffic Regulation Order be undertaken after 12 months,

202. © RAYLEIGH TOWN CENTRE: TRAFFIC SURVEY UPDATEJUNCTION STUDY

203,

AT CHURCH STREET

The Committee considered the repart of the Area Transportation Manager - Essex
County Council on the findings of the further sindy on the performance of the overall
junction following the addition of a detection loop m Church Street, Rayleigh.

Members questioned what course of action would be taken should they be minded not
to accept the recommendation in the report. County Officers advised that the issue
would be brought before Essex County Councils Highways and Transportation
Committee.

In noting the background to the scheme, Members considayed that the previous
problems remained and considered that there should be a joint meetmg with County

. Officers and Members as the recommendation could nof be accepted. On & motion put

by Councillor Mrs. ] M. Giles and seconded by Councillor Mrs. HL.A. Glynn it was
Resolved
(1) That the recommendation ountlined in the report be not acceptad.

(Z)ThatajoimDisuictCUMUComtyCmcﬂM;mbemmwﬁngbemangedmlwk
into the matter further.

HIGHWAYS MAINTENANCE FROGRAMME 1999/2000

Members noted the report of the Area Transportstion Manager EsschomtyConncﬂ
which appraised Members of the allocation of finds for the maintenance of highways in
the Rochford District Council area for 1999/00, together with the approved special
mamtcnanccbndget

N

205

SOUTH EAST ESSEX PACKAGE 1995/00

Meambers noted the report of the Area Transportation Manager -Essex County Council
which mformed Members of the background to the South East Essex package (SEEP)
and the proposed programme for this financial year.

LOCALLY DETERMINED PROGRAMME 199%/2000

The Commuttee considered the report of the Area Tramsportation Manager which
presented the locally determiined programme for the 1999/2000 financial year based on
the budget allocation, for Members’ approval. During discussions with thns item the
following points wers raised:-

*  The need for a date for the site meeting in respect of Rectory Road, Hawkwell
*  The North Street loading/unloading layby

*  The lack of road markings at the junction of Harbots Way and Downhall Park
Way, Rayleigh

*  The deterioration of the road suface along Weir Pond Road, Rochford  *
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*  The lead-in time for a new zebra crossing - in particular relation to that proposed
for St Theresa School, Ashingdon

*  The Feasibility Study for a roundabout at the junction Sutton Road/Shopland
Road, Rochiord

*  The extension of waiting restrictions for High Street, Great Wakering

*  The criteria for prioritisation of zebra crossings for the Rochford District

*  The use of wildlife signage specifically in relation to badgers

Members were pleased to note that in answer to a question in relation to the A127
speed/noise reduction, although it would be very difficult for County Officers to get a
reduced speed limit maintained and supported on the Al127 by the Rayleigh Weir
Underpass, Essex County Council had secured one-off funding for an alternative quieter
road surface to be laid at the site.

Members also requested that a copy of the speed reduction measures table be forwarded
to the Police for their information.
COUNTY COUNCILLOR RAY HOWARD

MembersmshedwexprwsihcnﬂmnksmCountyCmncﬂlorRayHowardforhjs
,service to Rochford Dastrict Council’s Transportation and Environmental Services
Committee during his time as Chairman of Essex County Council’'s Highways and
- Transportation Comumittee.

The meeting closed at 10.50 p.m.
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210.

ROCHFORD DISTRICT COUNCIL.
Minutes of the Community Services Commiites

At a Mesting held on 8th June 1999. Present: Councillors Mrs, W M. Stevenson
(Chairman), R S. Allen, P A. Beckers, T.G. Cutmore, J.M. Dickson, D.F. Flack,

D.M. Ford, K.A Gibbs, J.E. Grey, Mrs J Hall, N. Harris, Mrs. ] Helson,

C.C. Langlands, Mrs. S.J. Lemon, R.A. Pearson, Mrs. M.S Vince, Mrs M. J. Webster
and Mrs. M.A. Werr.

Apologies: Councillors C.I Black and Mrs. A.R. Hutchings.
Substitates: Councillors Mrs IM Giles.

Non Members Attending: Councillors D.R. Helson, R. Adams, G.A, Mockford and
P.F.A. Webster.

COUNCILLOR MRS. 5.5. LEMON

The Committee wished to express thewr thanks to Councillor Mrs. S.J. Lemon for her
sterling work as Chairman of the Comnmunity Services Committee in past years.

MINUTES

The Minutes of the Meeting held on 2nd March 1599 were approved as a correct record
and signed by the Chairman.

MEMBERS’ INTERESTS

Councillor C.C Langlands declared a Non Pecuniary Interest in the item "1999 Housing
Investment Programme"” (Mmute 217) by virtue of bemg a leaseholder of a former
Council property

Councillor Mrs. J Hall declared a Non Pecuniary Interest in the mtem "Unfit House"
(Minute 226) by virtue of living close to the property detailed in the report.

APPOINTMENTS - URGENCY SUB COMMITTEE/APPEAL BODY/ADVISORS

The Committee considersd the report of the Head of Admimstrative and Member
Services which requested Member nominations for the Urgency Sub-Comnuttee and
appeals m respect of homelessness and the determination of advisors to this Commuttee,
and 1ts Sub-Cormmittees and Working Parties.

During consideration of this item Members were of the opinion that Councillor
Mrs S.J. Lemon should be the additional appointes to the Urgency Sub-Comumttee.

The leaders of the political groups agreed that their nominations to the appeal body in
respect of homelessness would be made to the Proper Officer in the near future.

On the matter of advisors, Members felt that the representatives from the Rochford and
Stambridge Tenants Association and Rayleigh and Rawreth Tenants Association should
be mvited to Meetings of the Housing Management Sub-Commuttee as advisors;
representatives from Rochford Sports Council, Rochford Arts Council, National Playing
Fields Association and the Rochford Hundred Association of Local Councils should be
mvited to Lersure Sub-Commuttee Meetings as advisors and the representative from
Rayleigh Association of Voluntary Services should be invited to attend Meetings of the
Community Services Comrmttee as an adviser '

Resolved

(1) That an Urgency Sub-Committee be constituted comprising the Chairman and
Vice-Charrman of this Cornnuttee together with Councilior Mrs. S.3. Lemon
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(2) (1) That an Appesals Panel be constituted to determine Appeals in respect of
homelessness. The membership to be three Members drawn from a list of five, the
five Members on the st to compnse two Liberal Democrats, two Labour and one
Conservative.

(ii) That Group Leaders be requested to nommate Members of their Groups to fill .
the resulting vacancies.

(3) That the advisors as outlined below be appomted to the relevant
Committee/Sub-Comumittes for this Mumicipal Year-

Commumity Services - 1 representing Rayleigh Association of
- Vohmtary Services -,
Lessure Sub~Commttes - 1 representing Rochford Sports Council, 1
representing Rochford Arts Couneil, 1
representing National Playing Fields

Association and 1 representing Rochford
Hundred Association of Local Conneils,

Housing Management - 1 representing Rochford & Stambridge Tenants
Sub-Committee Association and 1 representing Rayleigh &
Rawreth Tenants Association. (HAMS) ;6

211. TERMS OF REFERENCE

Members noted that the Terms of Reference relating to the Community Services
Committee.

212. SUB-COMMITTEE MINUTES

The Committce considered the appended Sub-Comrmtiee Minutes and the
recomumnendations contaned therein.

Pets in Sheltered Schemes Working Party - 22nd April 1999

The Committee was pleased to note that with regard to recommendation 3, the ballot

had taken place with a 76% return of ballot papers. A Member questioned whether the
consultation had taken place 1n Ime with legislation (Housing Act 1985) and wished to

see the Council’'s encouragement of joint tenancies

In response to Members suggestions in respect of the appended draft Pet Owning .
Tenants Contract and conditions, it was considered that the result of the ballot which ’6
was due to be opened on 9th June 1999 should determme the way forward for the Pets

m Sheltered Schemes Working Party

Resolved

(1) That the proposed tumetable as set out 1n the report be agreed.

(2) That consultation with tenants be carned out in the form of a letter as detailed m the
report. (HRFHM)

(3) That consideration of the draft terms of contract be deferred pending a report back
from the Working Party on the results of the consultation.

Housing Management Sub-Committee - 2ad June 1999
Mimute 59 - Strategy for Tenant Participation
Resolved ,

That the policy staiement and strategy on tenants participation in the Rochford District,
51 7ijact to the changes proposed, be formally adopted (HRHM)




213.

214,

215.

216.

Minute 60 - Pre-Letung Cleaning Service
Resolved

That a Pre-Lethng Cleaning Service be introdnced with immediate effect, but all
necessary action be taken to recover costs from the outgoing tenant, (HRHM)

OUISTANDING ISSUES - MEETINGS OF 17TH SEPTEMBER 1998 AND
21ST JANUARY 1999

Members were satisfied that all necessary action had been taken, Minute 17/99 was
carried forward. ; :

PETITION - ST. JOHN FISHER PLAYING FIELD

The Committee considered the joint report of the Head of Housing, Hesalth and
Community Care and the Head of Corporate Policy and Initiatives followng the referral
of a petition by Council on 20th April 1999 to this Commuttee m respect of complaints
of noise and vandalism around the basketball court and recycling banks at St. John
Fisher Playmng Fields In noting the details of the report and of the five available
options for the basketball pitch and recycling facilities, Members considered that it
would be prudent for a site visit to be amanged for Members to be able to properly
evaluate all options. A motion put by Councillor P.A. Beckers and seconded by
Councillor Mrs. S.J. Lemon for a site visit to be amranged and a Working Party to be
constituted was agreed On further consideration, however, the Commuttee amended 1ts
decision so that a site visit only be arranged.

Resolved

That a site visit to the St John Fisher Playing Freld be arranged for Members to
determune the course of action to be taken 1n respect of the basketball court and
recyclmg banks and the matter considered again at the next ordinary meetmg of this
Committes. (HHHCC)

TRAVELLERS IN ESSEX

Members noted that the report of the Head of Corporate Policy and Initiafives which
had been referred by Council to this Commuttee for consideration would be subject of a
report to the July Meeting when the County Gypsy Liaison Manager would attend to
give a presentation,

NOTICE OF MOTION - POOLES LANE RECREATION GROUND CAR PARK

Members had before them the followmg Notice of Motion standing in the names of
Councillors D F. Flack and G C Angus which had been referred by Counci on 20th
April 1999 to this Cormmttee for consideration’-

Pooles Lane Recreation Ground Car Park

In view of the past history of violence towards residents and the continuance of drug
dealing, drug and alcohol abuse m the Pooles Lane Recreatton Ground Car Park,
Rochford District Council resolves to erect a suitable automatic or manuaily lockable
barrier or gate at the entrance to the recreation ground car park m Pooles Lane,
Hullbridge."

The Head of Leisure and Client Services provided a breakdown of the approximate
costs for the erectton of both a manually operated barner and an antomatic barrier to the
car park. Considering there was ment m the scheme, it was requested that a full wnitten
report detailing the breakdown of all costs and options, as requested at Council, should
be submitted to the next meeting of the Finance & General Purposes Commuttee for
further consideration, although the scheme could be agreed mn principle
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217.

218.

On a motion put by Councillor D.F, Flack and seconded by Councillor Mrs J. Helson it
was

Resolved

(1) That the installation of & barmer or gate to the entrance of Pooles Lane Recreation
Ground Car Park be agreed in principle

(2) That the matter be referred to the Finance & General Purposes Committee for a
report detailing all options and costmgs to be considered. (HLCS)

1999 HOUSING INVESTMENT PROGRAMME

The Commuttee considered the report of the Head of Housing, Health and Commurity
Care whuich explamed the gmdance on the 1999 Housing Investment Programme
submussions and the process which was proposed for production of the Housmng
Strategy and Plan. In noting that the followmg documents must be submitted; Housing
Strategy Statement, Housing Annual Plan, Operational Information form and progress
report on the Home Energy Conservation Act 1995 to the Government, Members agreed
the process for production of the strategy and anmual plan.

Resalved

That the process for production of the Housmng Strategy and Annual PM set out in the
Head of Housmg Health & Community Care’s report be agreed.

(HHHCC)
LICENSING OF HOUSES IN MULTIPLE OCCUPATION - CONSULTATION

The Committee considered the report of the Head of Housing, Health and Community
Care which gave Members the opportunity to discuss the Government’s consultation
regarding licensing Houses m Multiple Occupation. -

Members endorsed the proposed response set out in the report, subject to the following
amendments bemg mchuded: -

In respect of Point 4 - Should premises be inspected before a license is issued Members
considered that the comment should read "in order for a licensmg scheme to be fully
effective then premuses must be mspected before a licence is 1ssued....."

In respect of Pomt8 - Transitional Arrangerents Members considered that the
commment should read "there are advantages and disadvantages m either approach. What
is essential is that whatever arrangements are put in place Local Authorities are
provided with adequate resources as stated in the comment m Section 4"

In refation to Pomt 9 - Relationship between Houses in Multiple Occupation Licensing
and other Legislation (Gas Safety) Members considered that landlords should be made
responsible for ensuring annual safety inspections and any repairs found to be necessary
were carried out at their own expense Members also agreed that every tenant of such
accommodation should by law recerve a copy of the licence and conditions.

Members further considered there to be little pomt m 1ssuing licences prior to
inspection, A motion for &8 Members panel to be formed to hear appeals i respect of
refusal to grant a licence was lost on a show of hands and 1t was

Resolved

That the respomse to the consultation be as set out in the report, subject to those
comments above. (225) (HHHCC)
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221.

222,

RECYCLING SCHEME TO PROVIDE ADDITIONAL WATER RESOURCES FOR
ESSEX AND SUFFOLK WATER

The Commmttee considered the report of the Head of Housing, Health and Commmumty
Care which advised Members of Essex and Suffolk Water’s application to the
Environment Agency for a discharge consent to the River Chelmer for their treated
waste water recycling plant. In noting the background to the scheme and the final report
on the pilot scheme, Members restated their previous objection considering that
alternative sources of water, with potentially less nsk than with the method proposed,
shonld be developed, as well as further leakage rediction measures. '

Resolved

That this Authority’s strong objection to the proposal be rerterated to the Environment
Agency as this Council’s views on the apphcation for a consent to discharge recycled
water to the Ruver Chelmer. (743) (HHHCC)

SUMMER PLAYSCHEME SWIMMING PROVYISION (Min. 60/99)

The Cormmuttee considered the report of the Head of Leisure and Client Services which
set out Officers proposals for a summer holiday swim programme following the
£10,000 set aside at Council m February for the same In notmg the details of the sites
approached and those taking part, Members considered there were more sites
throughout the District which could potentially participate i the scheme and requested
that the report be referred to Fuil Council for more information regarding the use of
additional sites as opposed to the use of buses to move children throughout the District.
Members requested that the prnice per person attending the schemes be provided to
Council m order for Members to evaluate value for money for the schemes

Members also requested that a letter be sent to the Charman of the Governors of
Ruverside Jumor School expressmg tis Council’s disappointment at the school’s
unwillingness to permit the use of 1t’s premuses for this mitiattive. On a mofion put by
Couneillor Mrs J Helson and seconded by Councillor D.F. Flack 1t was

Resolved

(1) That the report stand deferred to Full Council for further mformation regardng the
summer playscheme swimming provision initiative,

(2) That a letter be sent to the Chaiman of the Governors of Riverside Junior School
expressing this Authority’s disappointment at their unwillingness to permit the use of
their premises for this initiative. (FILCS)

57 SOUTH STREET, ROCHFORD

NOTE: Councilor Mrs. J Helson declared a Non Pecuniary Interest mn thus rem by
virtue of being a School Governor.

The Committee considered the report of the Head of Leisure and Client Services which
updated Members on the progress of the proposed Youth Facility Project at 57 South
Street Members noted the background to the scheme and the outcome of a meetmg
with a partner orgamsation on 4th June and were pleased to see the issze moving along

Resolved
That the report be noted
THE ESSEX ACTIVE SPORT PARTNERSHIP

The Commuttee considered the report of the Head of Letsure and Client Services which
advised Members of a major new national sports development programme receiving
Exchequer funding from Sport England and also the Nanonal Lottery Sports Fund
called "Active Sport”. Members noted that the aim of the mitiative was to seek to bring
together almost a decade’s worth of sport development and research expenences that

- 520

B



223,

224,

confirmed the need for a complete overhaul of how young people and sports clubs,
coaching programmes and goverming body performamce programmes inter relate.
Confirming their wish to be involved n the partnership, Members considered that the
maximmm £800 per annom comtribution could be met from the existing Sports
Development Budget.

Resolved

(1) That Rochford District Council actrvely participate in the Active Sports Partnership
m Essex,

~ (2)That the Rochford District Council representatives on the Essex Sport Forum be

given approva] to sign the Memorandum of Understanding confirming the Authority’s
commitment and leve] of resource to the partnership for a five year period. (HLCS)

ANIMAL WELFARE LICENCE RENEWAIL INSPECTIONS

The Committee considered the report of the Head of Housing, Health and Commumity
Care which advised members of the financial, resource and legal implications of
implementing a new policy of annual licence renewal mnspections being camed out
without appointment.

In notmg the current practice of Amimal Welfare Licence renewal inspections, the
practice with other neighbouring anthorities and that there would be a need to draw on
resources allocated to inspectmg low risk Health and Safety premises if the policy was
actioned, Members considered that the policy outlined i the Report should be
unplemented, subject to a six monthly review, -

Resolved
(1) That the following policy be adopted:-

(i) Renewal inspections of ridng establishments, animal boardmg establishments,
dangerous wild animals and dog breeding premuses are carried out by appomitment, and
pets shop renewal inspections are carnted out unannounced;

(i) The renewal inspections of ndmg establishments, ammal boarding establishments
and dangerous wild animal premises are carmed out by an officer and a vetermary
practitoner; and the renewal inspections of dog breeding premises and pet shops are
camed out by an officer alone;

(in) Unannounced mterim inspections are carried out for riding estabhshments, arimal
boarding establishments, pet shops, dog breeding and dangerous wild animal premises,

(iv) The unannounced interun mspections of nding estabhishments are carried out by an
officer and a veterinary practitioner at no charge to the licensee; and the unannounced
mterim inspections of boardmg establishments, pet shops, dog breeding and dangerous
wild ammal premises are carried ouf by an officer alone, with a further visit by an
officer and vetermary practitoner camed out if necessary, and

(2) That the working of the policy be reviewed by this Committee in six months time.
It was further RECOMMENDED

That an additional budget of £1,500 for mternm visits by the vetermary practitioner and
£500 for additional overtime be approved. (HHHCC)

CRUCIAL CREW 1999

The Commuittee considered the report of the Head of Corporate Policy and Imtiafives
which apprised members of Crucial Crew 1999 and requested funding for the imtiative

p21

L

3




225.

226.

227.

Members noted the purpose of the scheme and that the Council had supporied the
mitiative m past years It was considered that the scheme provided a an important
aspect of the education and development of Year 6 pupils and was to be supported

RECOMMENDED

That assistance with funding the 1999 Crucial Crew Initiative m the amount of £400 be
agreed. (HCPD)

PETITIONS

Concern was expressed by Members af the petitions relating to door entry systems and
installation of won railings which had been referred from Council on 20th April 1999
not being on the agenda. The Commmitee was advised that all three petitions would be
subject of reports to the July Meetings of Community Services.

EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC
Resolved

That under Section 100(AX4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the public be
excluded from the Meeting for the following item(s) of business on the grounds that
they involve the likely disclosure of Exempt Information as defined in Peragraph 13, 5
and 9 respectively of Part 1 of Schedule 12A of the Act.

UNFIT HOUSE

The Commuttee considered the confidential report of the Head of Housing, Health and
Community Care which gave details of a property within the District which was unfit
for human habitation and proposed a way forward in respect of the same. In noting the
result the neighbourhood renewal assessment which had been camed out, which had
identfied demolition and rebuilding as the least cost and most beneficial option,
Members considered there were possible alternative courses of action which could be
taken and requested that these be mvestigated and that the report be deferred to a future
meeting of this Comruttee. It was further requested by Members that the Plannng
Section be requested to "fast track” applications from individuals looking to demolish
and rebuild properties condemned as unfit.

Resolved

(1) That Officers mvestigate further the alternative arrangements which conld be made
in respect of this unfit property and that the matter be deferred to a future meetung of
this Commmttes

(2) That the Planning Section be requested to "fast track™ applications from individuals
locking to demolish and rebuild properties condemned as unfit. (HHHCC)

REPAYMENT OF HOUSE RENOVATION GRANT

The Commuttee considered the confidential report of the Head of Housing, Health and
Community Care which advised Members of a case where a former grant recipient had
written to state their mtention to sell thewr property, requesting that the Council does not
demand repayment of ther grant Mmndful of the legislative boundanes and
Government guidance involving grants, Members considered that should the property
be sold, given the sale price was expected to cover the purchase of an alternative
dwelling the grant should be repaid and 1t was

Resolved

That 1 the event of the sale of the property referred to m the report, repayment of the
Renovation Grant paid m respect of the property be demanded from the grant recipient
in accordance with the Local Government and Housmg Act 1989 (Section 121). (968
(HHHCC)
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ANALYSIS OF TENDERS RECEIVED FOR SCHEDULE OF RATES FOR
ELECTRICAL REPAIRS TO COUNCIL PROPERTY - CONTRACT 2059

The Committee considered the confidential report of the Head of Leisure and Client
Services which sought approval to the acceptance of tenders received on the above
contract,
Resolved
That the tender submitted by Birch’s Electrical at the rate of -10% be accepted for a
fixed period of two years and for the third and fourth years to be adjusted to the average

increase in the building maintepance cost indices as published by the Royal Institute of
Chartered Surveyors. (HLCS)

The meeting closed at 11.00pm
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Committee Report

13()
To the meeting of FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES
~. On 15TH JUNE 1999 . - -
Report of: HEAD OF ADMINISTRATIVE AND MEMBER SERVICES
Title- MINUTES OF CORPORATE RESOURCES SUB-COMMITTEE
Author; Mr J Bostock Report Approved By aﬂ&%&h )

. At a meeting beld on 9th Jume 1999.  Present Councillors R. Adams, D.E. Bames,
Mrs. JM. Giles, Mrs, ], Helson, C.R Morgan, V.H Leach, T.Livings, R.E. Vingoe,
P.F.A. Webster, D.A. Weir and Mrs. M.A. Weir.
Apologies Councillor G. Fox.
Substitutes Councillor Mrs, W M. Stevenson
234, APPOINTMENT OF CHAIRMAN
Councillor D E. Bames was appomted Chairman of the Sub-Committes for the municipal year.
235. MINUTES
The Minutes of the meetings of 30th March, 7th April and 15th Apnl 1999 were approved as
correct records, subject to an amendment to Mmute 227 to include reference to Councillors
R.E Vingoe and Mrs. W M. Stevenson having moved the motion with regard to revised criteria.
‘6. MEMBERS’ INTERESTS
(i) Councillor D.E.Bames declared a non-pecuniary interest in the item relating to the
Millennium clock, Rayleigh by virtue of his role as Chairman of the Rayleigh Town Centre
Commttee and did not vote thereon.

(if) Councillor Mrs. J. Helson declared a non-pecuniary interest m the item relating to the
Millenninm clock, Rayleigh, by virtue of her role as Chairman of Rayleigh Town Council.

(iri) Councillor C R. Morgan declared a pecuniary imterest in the items relating to the Local
Government Pension Scheme and the Local Government (Discretionary Payments)
(Amendments) Regulations 1999 by virtue of his wife’s employment and left the meeting dunng
consideration thereof,

(1v) Councillor P.F.A. Webster declared an interest in the item on application for warver of Public
Entertainment Licence Fee and did not speak or vote thereon.

54 - 524




237,

238

(525 - F

TERMS OF REFERENCE
The Sub-Comimuttee noted 1ts Terms of Reference
MEMBERS TRAINING AND DEVELOPMENT

The Sub-Committee considered the report of the Chief Execntive on the production of a
structured traming and development programme for Members of Rochford District Council.

In responding to Mermnber questions, the Chief Executive confirmed/advised -
(1) that involvement it a training and development programme would not be obﬁéatoryh:

(ii) that information obtained from Members during programme development would be treated
with full confidentiality.

(iii) that in producing the report the possibility of including external facilitators had been
excluded due to the size of the budget available.

(iv) that Member tramning should be seen as an ongoing process, the core of which should be of
value to Members irespective of length of service. Over recent months, Govermment led
proposals regarding the role of Councils and Councillors had highhighted the constantly changmg
nature of Local Government and the potential value of training.

(v) that one-off traming sessions in technical areas such as Development Control and Pﬂnmhg
would continue.

Dunng debate, a Member commented on the value of ensuring that traming assessment was
objective. A number of Members recogmsed the potential advantage of involving external
facilitators during the tramning needs identification stage. Such involvement could help minimise
the workload placed on the Corporate Management Board and provide a valuable forum for
senior Members. Agamst savings which could be associated with freeing up the time of senior
Managers, the introduction of external facilitators could be relatively cost effective.

Members recognised that it was often difficult to engender the commitment of all Council
Members to traming programmes and that unfortunately, a lack of mterest in training and
development could sometimes be assoctated with a higher need for such traiming.

In terms of moving forward, Members felt that it would be appropnate, in the first instance, for
all Members to be asked to complete the proposed survey form under confidential cover and for
the results to be fed back to the Sub-Committee, Such an approach would not preclude a future
decision to follow the stages suggested in the report. It was also felt that it would be of value to
ascertain the costings which could be associated with the introduction of external facilitators at
the interview stage. The Sub-Commuttes agreed a Motion moved by Councillor Mrs. I, Helson
and seconded by Councillor R.E. Vingoe in this regard.

In reviewing the suggested survey form, & number of amendments were proposed. A Member
suggested that as part of the survey process all Members could be consulted on their view with
regard to the use of external facilitators

RECOMMENDED

(1) That, in the first instance, all Members be asked to complete the proposed survey form under
confidential cover with results fed back to the Sub-Commitiee to enable determination of the way
forward.,

(2) That, in the meantime, the Chief Executive ascertain costings which could be associated with
the introduction of external traming facilitators.
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(3) That the proposed survey form be agreed, subject to the inclusion of a question to ascertan
the views of all Members with regard to the use of external training facilitators and the following

amendments.-
Survey Form Heading Amendment
Role of Members Provision for ‘Managing the
Authority’ and further definttion of the meaning
of "policy formulation" and "busmess plannmg”,

Access to Information Technology Include boxes to enable indication of erther no
.. - expertence in using a computer or 0o mterest _

Training and Development Define meaning of "personal safety” and
elaborate on the term "use of information
technology”

Include provision for Regronal

Government/Regional Development;
Town/Panish Councils; Central Government and

Quango employment agencies.
Types of Training Include audio visnal,

Availabibty Include provision for shorter, busmess specific,
Sesgions.

All Headings Remove reference to "other (please specify)”
LOCAL GOYERNMENT PENSION SCHEME
The Sub-Comnuttee considered the report of the Corporate Director (Finance & External
Services) on the need to review former policy decisions in respect of the Local Government
Pension Scheme.
RECOMMENDED
That the policies previously agreed by the Council remain unchanged. (CD(F&ES))

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  DISCRETIONARY  PAYMENTS (AMENDMENTS)
REGULATIONS 1999

NOTE: The Chairman admitted this item of busmess in view of the need for early publicaon of a
policy document.

The Sub-Committee considered the report of the Corporate Director (Finance & External
Services) on recent amendments to the Local Govemnment (Discretionary
Payments)(Amendments) Regulations 1999 and the requirement on Local Authorities to produce
fomal policies as to how they will apply the discretions.

Having obtained some report clarification from the Corporate Director the Sub-Committee agreed
to adjourn the meeting for a 15 minute recess Upon re-convening 1t was.

RECOMMENDED
(1) That the continuation of the policy to use actual pay m redundancy calculations be confirmed

(2) That no change be made to the policy on added years in respect of retirement on the grounds
of efficiency of the service.
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(3) That with regard to the award of lump sum compensation payments, the Council continues its
current policy based upon the payment tables provided for under the Employment Protection
Consolidation Act 1978 which provides for a maximum 30 weeks payment

(4) That with regard to compensation for added years, each case be considered on its merits. .
(CIXF&ES))

APPLICATION FOR WAIVER OF PUBLIC ENTERTAINMENT LICENCE FEE - OPEN AIR
PLAY, RAYLEIGH MOUNT

The Sub-Committee considered the report of the Head of Housing, Health & Community Care on
the deternunation of an application for.a Public Entertainment Licence fee waiver.

i -

The Sub-Commities concurred with the view of 8 Member on the value of the proposed event to
the public amenify, the financial nsks being taken by the Southend Shakespeare Company, and.-

RECOMMENDED

That, as in the previous year, a 100% waiver be granted in respect of the Public Entertainment
Licence fee for the open awr play, Rayleigh Mount, Bellingham Lane, Rayleigh on 17th and 18th
July 1999 (HHHCC)

MILLENNIUM CLOCK, RAYLEIGH \‘

The Sub-Committee considered the report of the Head of Corporats Policy & Initiatives outlining
an offer from Rayleigh Town Council io have the District Council’s Cosat of Arms placed on one
side of the new Millennfum Clock,

On a motion moved by Councillor V,H. Leach and seconded by Councillor Mrs. JM., Giles, it
was:~

RECOMMENDED

That the Council pursues the proposal for the District Council’s Coat of Arms to be attached to
one side of the new Rayleigh Millenmium Clock but that an applicatton be made to the
Millennium Fund set aside by the County Council with regard to funding the cost of £1,025.
(HCPT)

TRANSPORT PLANNER

The Sub-Commuttee considered the report of the Head of Corporate Policy & Inihatives outlinmg
progress made to date in appointing a dedicated Transport Planner to take responsibility for {"‘\
preparing a transport strategy for the District. .

Durmg debate, the Chief Executive referred to current indications that the Government would be
placing even greater emphasis on transport policy i the near future and to the value of ensuring
the District was in a position to influence transport decisions.

Whilst 1t was disappomting that endeavours to fill the post had proved unsuccessful, Members
accepted that the emphasis now needed to be on identifying a way forward which would allow
appointment of someone able to contribute to this key area of work. During discussion, & mumber
of Members raised concem at recent day to day interface with Connty Highways Officers and the
importance of ensuring that District provided effective Officer representation at inter-Authority
meetings. The Chief Executive undertook to review the situation in this regard.

1
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RECOMMENDED

That a Senior Planner with expertise in transport planning matters be appointed within the
Corporate Policy & Inifiatives Division to be responsible for the preparation of the Council’s
transport strategy and to contrtbute as appropriate to other Council plans and strategies.

(TP)(HCFD)
EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC

Resolved

That under Section 100{AX4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the public be excluded from
the Meeting for the, following item of busipess on the grounds that it involves the likely
disclosure of Exempt Information as defined m Paragraph 7 of Part 1 of Schedule 12A of the Act.

SHOP PREMISES - 174 ROCHFORD GARDEN WAY

The Sub-Committee considered the confidential report of the Head of Legal Services on the need
to determme the futere of one of two lock-up shop premises on the Rochford Garden Way estate
and possibilities with regard to class use.

At the commencement of this item the Chairmen reported the latest views of the Local Ward
Member,

During debate, the Sub-Committes recognised that the overriding objective should be to prevent
Council property at tius location comung into disuse and mantaining the provision of a
community service in the area (which was key to the Council’s Crime and Disorder strategy).

Responding to questions Officers advised on the precise nature of existing lease arrangements,
mcluding the duties of tenants and the Council. It was noted that Officers had informaily
reviewed possibilities with regard to commumty use. Whilst further investigations/consultation
would need to be undertaken, there could be some scope for reviewing the requrements in
respect of market rent.

Members agreed that the possibilities assoctated with considering properties in tandem should not
be discounted and that it would be of value to review the possibility of providing shutters at the
prermses,

RECOMMENDED

(1) That, in consultation with Local Ward Members, Officers undertake a detailed review of the
Council’s shop prenuses on the Rochford Garden Way estate in terms of options for their future
lease,

(2) That, in terms of the time factors involved, a meeting of the Urgency Sub-Committee of the
Finance and General Purposes Commmittee be convened to consider the report. (HLS)

The meeting closed at 10.01 p.m.
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Committee Report 8(i)

To the meettng of: TRANSPORATION AND ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES

On: 1STH JULY 1999

Report of HEAD OF ADMINISTRATIVE AND MEMBER SERVICES

Tatle: MINUTES OF THE STAMBRIDGE SEWAGE TREATMENT WORKS
WORKING PARTY

Author: A Wyatt Report Approved Bym

At a Meeting held on 14th June 1999. Present: Counciliors P.A Beckers, DM Ford, —
Mrs. J E Ford, J.E. Grey, A. Hosking, Mrs M.S. Vince and Mrs. M.J. Webster.

Apologies: Councillors K.A Gibbs, B.R, Ayling and C.C, Langlands,

Advisers Attending - Mr C Hayes representing Studgewatch, Mr, Bailey representing
Studgewatch and Mr. T. Coulson representing Stambridge Parish Council.

Apologies from Advisers - Mr, C. Keen representing Scouth East Essex Friends of the Earth,
Mr J Squire representing National Farmers Union.

APPOINTMENT OF CHAIRMAN

Councillor D M. Ford was nonmunated Chairman for the remainder of the Mumicipal Year.
MINUTES

The Minutes of the Meeting held on 16th March 1999 were approved as a correct record
SLUDGEWATCH REPRESENTATIVE

Members agreed that for this Meeting only, Mr. Bailey would sit for the duration of the Meeting
as the person most techmcally qualified from Sludgewaich to consider and debate the matter
before Members

TERMS OF REFERENCE

Memibers noted the terms of reference relating to the Stambnidge Sewage Treatment Works
Working Party

WASTE MANAGEMENT LICENCE CONSULTATION

The Working Party considered the report of the Head of Housing, Health and Commumty Care
which advised Members of consultation from the Environment Agency regarding Anghian Water
Services application to the Environment Agency for a Waste Management Licence mn respect of
the keeping and treating of controlled waste at Rochford Sewage Treatment Works, Starnbridge.

[
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Members welcomed Mr Frank Saunders fror the Environment Agency who had been invited to
attend the meetmg to answer Members’ questions on the matter. By way of introduction
Mr Saunders clarified the reasons why the pilot scheme had operated for so long without a Waste
Management Licence Members were advised that there had been a number of legal questions
mto the defimition of waste and how this process was interpreted. Under normal circumstances
the Environment Agency did not licence sewage treatment works, however given the nature of
the scheme and the admixtures 1mported onto the site it was the Environment Agency’s opinion
that the process was licensable,

The aims of the Environment Agency on the 1ssue of a licence was to ensure the following;-

- A greater degree of pathogen kill within the final project
- The reduction of odours and dust from the site.

- The safety of the product,

- The monitoring of the overall scheme.

In response to Members’ questions the Working Party were advised of the following pomts:-

- The licence would not be issued until a response on the matter had been received from
Michael Meacher who would be m receipt of his report on the safety of the product m
the near future,

- The sources of matenial could not be restricted by the Agency., There was no indication
m the apphication to say that siudge would be imported from anywhere other than the
Rochford District and the Borough of Scuthend on Sea.

- Should there by any desire on Anglisn Water’s part to increase the size of the operation
there would be a need for planmng permission to be sought and this would provide
some confrols over sites spread and ongin of 1mported materials ete,

- The Environment Agency were conscious of the problems experienced in the testing of
the pipeline from Southend, usmg water. In respect of the 200m> test waith stludge, the
Agency would need prior notification of this test. To date the test had not been carried
out. The issue of mmportation of material by tanker was controlled by the number of

. vehicle movements permitted by planning permmssion.

- Part of the licensing process was to quantify hazards/risks posed by a scheme.
Monittoring staternents had been requested by Environment Agency which were still
awaited, ‘There would be a need to monitor the process constantlty, One off
exceedences would be looked mto, however further occurrences could lead to
enforcement action taken nnder the Environment Protection Act, each case being judged
on ifs merits.

- In respect of the old material on the site 1t was the mtention of Anglian Water to crush
the compacted materials to enable ifs ease of wse by purchasers. This materal was
being used on land in Suffolk and Norfolk. The same product had been sampled and
was undergoing laboratory testing for the Environment Agency reports to Mr, Meacher.

In considering the above Members were of the opinion the following points were of concern.

(1) Dust/odour/noise nuisance.

(ii) The need to closely monitor the site (It was requested that where possible Rochford
Dastrict Council be made aware of momtoring data),

(iid) Whether there was mn fact a market for the product.

(iv) What would happen to the plant/material should the scheme be decommissioned.

(v) The Health and Safety Executive’s involvement with the enforcement of health and
safety law.

Mindful of the Head of Housing, Health and Community Care’s representatives’ opinions in
relation to the need to mitgate dust nuisance and after a motion put by Councillor
Mrs. M.S. Vince and seconded by Councillor A.Hosking, amended by Councillor
Mrs. MLJ. Webster and seconded by Councillor J.E. Grey, it was




RECOMMENDED

(1) That Officers mvestigate whether monitormg data relating to K Plus, released from Anglian
Water to the Environment Agency could be passed to Rochford Dastrict Council on a regular
basis.

(2) That the licence be not issned nmtil crop testing from Norfolk and Suffolk and the testing
from the stockpile results were known. (HHHCC)

The Meeting closed at 10 15pm
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ROCHFORD DISTRICT COUNCIL
Minutes of the Finance & General Purposes Committee

At a Meeting held on 15th June 1999. Present: Councillors C R. Morgan (Chairman),
R Adams, D.E Barmes, TG Cutmore, D F Flack, G Fox, Mrs. J.M Giles,

Mrs HL A Glynn, D.R. Helson, Mrs J Helson, V.D. Hutchmngs, V.H. Leach,

Mrs S.J Lemon, T Livings, G A Mockford, Mrs W.M. Stevenson, R.E Vingoe,
PF.A Webster, D.A Weir and Mrs. M A. Weir

Visiting' Councillors J.E Grey, C C. Langlands, P.D. Stebbmg and Mrs. M J Webster
MINUTES
Resolved

That the Mimnutes of the Meeting held on 13th Apiil 1999 be approved as a correct
record and signed by the Chairman, subject to recommendations 3-7 of Minute 135
being shown as resolutions and resolution 7 bemg adjusted to refer to resolntions 5 and
6 rather than 4 and 5 respectively

MEMBERS’ INTERESTS

The 1nterests recorded 1 the Minutes to be received and considered were taken as read,
URGENCY SUB-COMMITTER

Resolved

That an Urgency Sub-Committee be constintted comprising the Chawrman and
Yice-Chairman of this Commuttee together with one Member of the Liberal Democrat
Group, to be nommated by the Leader of that Gronp. (HAMS)

TERMS OF REFERENCE
The Comnuttee noted its Terms of Reference

REPORT OF URGENCY SUB-COMMITTEE - OUT OF HOURS CALL-OUT -
CHUEBB

The Committee received the report of the Head of Legal Services outlining the recent
decision of the Urgency Sub-Commuttee that the Chief Executive be authorised to make
arrangements for the out of hours call-out service to be provided by Basildon District
Councy for a penod of 12 months and to report further 1n the Autumn cycle with regard
to the implementation of a full new service

The Chief Executive reported verbally on recert information that Chubb, the supplier of
the existing out-of-hours call-out service, was not withdrawing from service supply but
transferring 1ts business to a third party. In response to Member questions, he
confirmed that the mtention was to transfer the existing call-out number to the new
arrangement and, should this not be possible, give sufficient publicity. The Chairman
confirmed that account would be taken of the comment of a Member on the 1mpaortance
of ensuring elderly persons’ organisahons were furmshed with the detal of
atrangements should it be necessary to change the out of hours number

OUTSTANDING ISSUES

The Committee was satisfied that all necessary action had been taken. In response fo a
question, the Chief Executive advised that a letter outlining the current situation with
regard to proposals for the refurbishment of public toilets in Rayleigh and Rochford
would be included in the forthcoming Member distribution.
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SINGLE WORK FOCUSED GATEWAY - PRESENTATION

The Commmuttee received a presentation on the Single Work Focused Gateway (now
known as ONE) from David Whitman, Stuart Chapman and Joan Lambert of the
project. The pregentation covered the key objectives of the project, the basic prnciples
and the differences which chents would experience The overall objective was to move
to a more streamlmed and efficient system mn which there was a single point of access to
welfare and 1 which everyone who had the potential to work was provided with help (o
find it. A local implementation scheme had been established for the pilot site covermg
Southend, Chelmsford and Rayleigh. The site wonld go live on 28th June 1999 and
work t0 date had seen an emphasis on the review of processes. It was hoped to extend
the puot to cover other areas of South East Essex, mcinding Rochford where the
Gateway orgamsers may wish to see a service offered from the Council offices.

In response to Member questions, the representatives advised/confirmed that.-

(1) Advice staff were receiving mtensive traming and that benefit experts would
be located with those staff Advisers would have an overview of what could
be claimed (rather than processing each claim).

(i) There was confidence that proposals would not compromuse the service, which
would appear secamless to users The need to mantamn home visiting was
acknowledged.

(iif) Under New Deal, four pilot schemes had been private sector led, the private
sector being bound by the same niles of confidentiahty as Government

departments

(av) Whilst funding provizion had been made available to recompense Local
Authorities, 1t was expected that, on occastons and during the mmplementation
stage, sentor local authonty staff would be able to offer advice on a free of
charge bagis outside the funding arrangements

v) Feedback and mvolvement from Local Authorities was welcomed

(vi) The potential requirement with regard to the provision of advice on housing
benefit and council tax was under review.

(vii) In terms of accommodation requirements project organisers had received early
indication that space was not available within Rochford District Council
premuses.

(viti) ~ WHulst the need to consider various site possibilittes had not been ruled out,
Rayleigh Job Centre’s accommodation should prove adequate

(ix) Wiulst mter-agency working could sometimes be constdered something of a
"paper-chase”, an objective was to provide a seamless service for chients,

(x) Project orgamsers had recognised a need to address areas where service had
been poor under previous arrangerents

(x1) Advisers were appomted on the Civil Service Executive officer grade and,
given the nature of the work, specific staff performance targets were not set.

During debate a Member expressed some concern that, at this stage, the Gateway team
was unable to address concems rmsed at a Meeting of the Commttee held on
13th April 1999 with regard to the identification of work and costs which may be
transferred to Local Authorities and problems which could be associated with the Likely
merease 1 the number of persons using Distnict Council Offices to claim
benefit. (Minute 136/99 refers). Specific reference was made to the need for detailed
information on the number of staff which could actually be mvolved, possible hours of
operation, the estmated number of visitors/catchment area and building work
requirernents (including telephone lines) masfar as they impacted on Rochford District.
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In recognising that there would be a need for a further report to this Committee, the
Gateway team confirmed that they would provide a written response to specific
questions, meloding likely implementatton costs given the District’s small budget The
Chairman advised that no decision would be taken on any proposals until consideration
had been given to the further report

RECOMMENDATIONS OF PARENT COMMITTEES

The Commuttee considered the recommendations of the Parent Commuttees.
Committee Date
TRANSPORTATION & ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES 3rd June 1999
Minute 199 - First Stage Air Quality Review

Resolved

that approval be given to the infroduction of an additional budget of £2,000 from
contingencies for the first stage Atr Quality Review (HHHCC)

COMMUNITY SERVICES 8th June 1999
Minute 216 - Notice of Motion - Pooles Lane Recreation Ground Car Park

The Committee considered an addendum report from the Head of Leisure & Client
Services detailing proposals, including costings of providing security gates for the
Pooles Lane Recreation ground car park The Chief Executive reported verbally on
mncident statistics received from the police.

Notwithstanding specific proposals, a number of Members commmented on the
perception that the costs associated with making arrangements for the opening and
closing of car park gates were both varied and high. It was felt that a report back on the
existing arrangements that the Authority has for lockig various facilities would be of
value,

Responding to questions, the Head of Financial Services indicated the factors associated
with the estimates set out in the report and confirmed that there would be a need to
review the Council’s msurance policy in terms of the cover available for persons
volunteermg to lock gates. The Chief Executive commented that the report highhighted
the costings which could be associated with indtvidual approaches to contractors and
the value of undertaking a corporate review of contracting arrangements, He confirmed
that any decision to proceed with proposals would be expedited as soon as possible,
subject to the outcome of consultation with the Parish Council/local residents

On a moton moved by CouncillorPF.A Webster and seconded by
Councillor R, Adams, 1t was’

Resolved

That the proposals for installing a galvanised five bar 4 5 metre wide security gate,
bollards and signage to the Pooles Lane Recreation ground car park at a cost of £600 be
agreed, subject to opening and closing being carned out by agreement with erther the
Parish Council or local residents, (HLCS)

Minute 223 - Arimal Welfare Licence Rencwal Inspections

Resolved

That an additronal budget of £1,500 for interim visits by the vetermary practitioner and
£500 for additional overtime be approved (HHHCC)
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Mimute 224 - Crucial Crew
Resolved

That assistance with funding the 1999 Crucial Crew Imtiative m the amount of £400 be
agreed (HCPD

MINUTBS OF CORPORATE RESOURCES SUB-COMMITTEE HELD ON 9TH
JUNE 1999

The Commmuitee considered the Sub-Commuttee Mmutes (appended to the signed copy
of these Minutes) and Recommendations contaned therein.

Minute 238 - Members Training and Development

Resolved

(1) That, in the first instance, all Members be asked to complete the proposed survey
form under confidential cover with results fed back to the Sub-Committee to enable

deterrmmation of the way forward.

(2) That, in the meantime, the Chief Executive ascertain costmgs which could be
associated with the ntroduction of external training facilitators.

(3) That the proposed sarvey form be agreed, subject to the mclusion of a question to
ascertain the views of all Members with regard to the use of external treining facilitators
and the following amendments:-

Survey Form Heading Amendment
Role of Members Provision for 'Managing the Authority’

and forther defimtion of the mesnng of
"policy formmlation" and “business

plaaning”.

Access to Information Inchude boxes to enable indication of

Technology either no experience in using a computer
Or 0o mterest.

Trainng and Development Define meanng of "personal safety” and
elaborate on the term "use of information
technology”

Include  provision  for  Regional
Government/Regional Development;

Town/Parish Councils; Central
Government and Quango employment
agencies

Types of Traming Include audio visual

Availabihty Include provision for shorter, busmness
specific, Sessions,

All Headings Remove reference to ‘“other (please
specify)”
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Minute 239 - Local Government Pension Scheme
Resolved
That the pohicies previcusly agreed by the Council remain unchanged. (CD{FES))

Minute 240 - Local Government Discretionary Payments (Amendments) Regulations
1999

It was noted that recommendation (4) should have included appropnate reference to the
‘interest of the service’ and'-

Resolved

(1) That the continuation of the polcy to use actual pay m redundancy calculations be
confirmed,

(2) That no change be made to the policy on added years in respect of retirement on the
grounds of efficiency of the service,

(3) That with regard to the award of lump sum compensation paymeuts, the Commcil
continues its current policy based upon the payment tables provided for under the
Employment Protection Consalidation Act 1978 which provides for a maximum 30
weeks payment.

(4) That with regard to compensation for added years, each case of retirement mn the
miterests of service be considered on its merits  (CD(FES))

Minute 241 - Application for Waiver of Public Entertamment Licence fee - Open Air
Play, Rayleigh Mount

Resolved

That, as mm 1998, a 100% waiver be granted in respect of the Public Entertainment
Licence fee for the Open Air Play, Rayleigh Mount, Bellingham Lane, Rayleigh, on
17th and 18th July 1999 (HHHCC)

Mimite 242 - Millermium Clock, Rayleigh

RECOMMENDED

That the Council pursues the proposal for the District Council’s Coat of Arms to be
attached to one side of the new Rayleigh Millennium Clock but that an application be
made to the Millennmum Fund set aside by the County Council with regard to funding
the cost of £1,025 (HCPT)

Minute 243 - Transpoit Plarmer

Resolved

That a Sentor Planner with expertise in Transport Planning matters be appoiwnted within
the Corporate Policy & Imitiatives Division to be responsible for the preparation of the
Council’s Transport Strategy and to contribute as appropriate to other Council plans and
strategies, (TPYHCPI))

Minute 245 - Shop Premises - 174 Rochford Garden Way

Resolved

(1) That, in consultation with Local Ward Members, Officers undertake a detailed

review of the Council’s shop premises on the Rochford Garden Way estate in terms of
options for therr future lease.

- 536




239,

241,

242,

(2) That, in terms of the time factors mvolved, a meeting of the Usgency
Sub-Commuttee of the Finance & General Purposes Commuttee be convened to consider
the report. (HLS)

APPOINTMENT OF COUNCIL’S SPOKESPERSON

The Committce considered the report of the Corporate Dwector (Law, Planning &
Administration) on the appointment of a spokesperson,

Resolved

(1) That the Chairman of the Finance & General Purposes Commuttee be the principal
spokesman for the Council and he or his nominee be authonised to attend meetings to
which an nvitation has been extended to the Leader of the Council

(2) That all pertinent correspondence addressed to the Leader of the Council be copled
to all Group Leaders for their mformation, (CD(LPA)

BENERFIT, COUNCIL TAX, NATIONAL NON-DOMESTIC RATES AND
DEBTORS -WRITE-OFFS

The Committee considered the report of the Corporate Director (Finance & External
Services) on cases of benefit, Council Tax, Nafional Non-Domestic Rate debis
written-off by the Corporate Direcior under delegated authonty and those cases
requiring Committee approval

Resolved

(1) That the rtems wrtten-off under the Corporate Director’s delepated anthortty be
noted.

(2) That the items shown m Appendix B of the report be now written off in the accounts
of the Authority 317(58). (CIXFES))

ANNUAL REPORT ON TREASURY MANAGEMENT

The Commuttee considered the report of the Corporate Director (Finance & External
Services) on the Annual Report on Treasury Management for 1998/99 produced m
accordance with the Council’s Treasury Management policy.

Resolved

That the Annual Report be accepted (CD(FES))

APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS TO QUTSIDE BODIES/ORGANISATIONS AND
ASSEMBLIES

The Commuttee conswdered the report of the Head of Admumstrative & Member
Services on the residual situahon with regard to the appointment of Members to outside
bodies and orgamsations and requests which had been received for Member
representation on assemblies

Outside Bodies

A Member commented that it would be appropriate for future reports to detail the
objectives/meeting arrangements of outside bodies Reference was also made to the
potential value of reviewmg the nurnber of outside bodies

Resolved

(1) That appomntments be made to outside bodies as follows -
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Association of Essex Councils

Castle Pomt Post Office and
Telecom Advisory Commiuitee

Coastal Issues Special Interest
Group

Council for the Protection
of Rural Essex

Commumty Safety Member
Steering Commuttee

Consortium of Essex Waste
Collection Anthorities

Essex Arts Forum
Essex Heritage Trust
Great Eastern Rail Forum

Hockley & Hawkwell Old
Peoples’ Welfare Council

Hockley Commumity Centre

Association Executive Committee

Roach Valley Conservation
Zone Group of Representatives

-,

Rochford District Arts Council

South Essex Health Authority/
Dastrict Joint Consultative
Cormmuttee

Southend Airport Consultative
Comumuttee

Appointee
Councillor C.R. Morgan

Councillor P.A., Beckers

Councillor Mrs. H.LL A. Glynn

Councillor A. Hosking

Councallor P.D. Stebbmg

Councillor A. Hosking

(to jom Councillors

R.S. Allen, VD Hutchings,
V.H. Leach, G A. Mockford
Mrs, M ] Webster)

Councillor R. Adams
Councillor A. Hoskmg
Councillor G A Mockiord
(to yoin Councillor

K.A. Gibbs)

Coungcillor Mrs. A. Hutchings

Councillor R.E, Vingoe

Councillor RE Vingoe (to
join Councillors

JM Dickson, Mrs, EM, Hart
and A, Hosking)

Councittor D.M. Ford (to join
Mr. E.L. Francis)

Councillor V,D Hutchings

Councillors Mrs. HL. A. Glynn
R.A Pearson and D A Werr

(2) That remaming vacancies be referred to a future meeting for consideration,

Association of Essex Councils General Assembly

On a motion moved by Councillor D.E.Bames and seconded by Councillor

R.E Vingoe, it was

Resolved

That one Member from each political group (nomunations to be submutted by Group
Leaders) be appointed to attend the Association of Essex Councils General Assembly.
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Note: Pursuant to Standing Order 24(4) Councillor D.F Flack wished it to be recorded
that he had voted against this decision.

East of England Local Government Conference
Resolved

That Councillor CR Morgan be this Council’s representative at the East of England
Local Government Conference

BLATCHES FARM, EASTWOOD

NOTE. The Charrman allowed consideration of this matter to be i public session 1n
view of the public interest and on the basis that confidential elements of the report of the
Head of Legal Services were not disclosed.

At the commencement of debate, the Chief Executive advised on the receipt of a letter
from Rochford Pansh Council indicating disappomntiment that the Disiniet Council was
not considering purchase of the Blatches Farm land. The Chawrman of the Counci! had
also received a petition with regard to the sie which, in accordance with Standing
Orders, could be presented at the next Meeting of Full Council,

A Motion relating to the convening of a Working Party comprising mnterested parties
with the objective of acquiring land at Blatches Farm for the benefit of the people of the
area was moved by Councillor C.R Morgan and seconded by Councillor R.E Vingoe,

During debate, concern was expressed by a Member that the term ‘acquire’ could imply
a commutment to purchase what was already public land. Reference was also made to
the potential valie of proposals made by the Woodland Trust Other Members
commented that the term ‘acquire’ did not tie the Council to a specific approach and
that there was no reason why the Trust could not be included m the Working Party
ArTangements.

Reference was made to the likelthood that this was a final opportanity for the District to
play a role in respect of this site and of the need to act promptly. The Chief Executive
advised on indications received from Essex County Council with regard to their
mtention to market the land by the end of the month. In the past, requests for
mter-suthority Member level meetings on thus site had been unsuccessful.

The motion was agreed and it was'-

Resolved

(1) That thus Council set up a Working Party with the objective of acquiring the land at
Blatches Farm for the benefit of the people of the area The Working Party to involve
all interested parties 1n the negotiations and to talk to the County Counci, including
contact with the appropriate County Commmttee Chairman,

{2) That District Council representafion on the Working Party compnse two Liberal
Democrat, two Labour, two Conservative and one Hockley Residents Association
{Nomunees to be supplied by Group leaders).

EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC

Resolved

That under Section 100(A)(4) of the Local Govemnment Act 1972, the public be
excluded from the Meeting for the following items of business on the grounds that they

mvolve the likely disclosure of Exempt Information as defined in Paragraphs 3, 5 and 8
of Part 1 of Schedule 12A of the Act.
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PORMER PARK SCHOOL, - FUTURE USE

The Commuttee considered the confidential report of the Chref Executive produced as a
background paper to the Motion on land at the former Park School, Rawreth Lane,
Rayleigh. The Motion, from Councillors E.L. Prancis, C.I. Black, P.A. Beckers and
Mrs, S I. Lemon, had been referred from the last Meetng of Full Council for
consideration by this Commuttee.

Members were pleased to note that 1t was now likely that a report would be submitted to
a County Council Committee m June or July of this year aimed at setting-up a Member
level Meeting between the County and District Councils.

An Addendum to the motion regarding the inclusion of a civic amenity centre at the site
was moved by Councillor PF.A Webster and seconded by Councillor D.E Barnes and
accepted by Councillor Mrs S.J Lemon as one of the movers of the onginal Motion.

A Member commented on the value of specifying that the location of a civic amenity
centre should be to the front of the site Another Member felt that it was mappropriate
to be too specific about site content at this stage. Reference was also made to
forthcoming consideration of the Ecologika report and to the unique nature of the Park
School sife as a leisure/recreation faciity, A Member expressed some concern at the
lack of communication from the County Council with regard to Park School

The Motion together with the Addendum was agreed and if was:-
Resolved

That Western Rayleigh and Rawreth have been badly affected i the last ten years by
the amount of housing that was allowed by the District Plan, In particular, roads such
as Rawreth Lane bave become much busier, our Primary Schools have at times been
under pressure and the general amenity of the area has suffered. There 15 also no need
to allocate any more land for housing in our District

For these reasons this Council totally opposes any use of the site of the former Park
School for honsmg or industrial purposes. The Council considers that educational and
recreational uses are best suited here and that part of the site should be used to provide a
civic amenity centre. The Council will negotiate with the County Council and
interested parties accordingly.

NATIONAL NON-DOMESTIC RATING DISCRETIONARY RATE RELIEF

The Committee considered the confidential report of the Head of Revenue and Housing
Management on an application for Discretionary Rate Relief under Section 49 of the
Local Government Finance Act 1988

Resolved

That Discretionary Rate Relief be refused m respect of Application Ref
DRR/01 (HRHM)

CONTRACT STANDING ORDERS
The Commuttee recerved the confidential report of the Head of Revenues and Housing

Management detailing orders placed for the period to 31st March 1999 by the former
Revenue Services Division,
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LOCAL GOVERNMENT FINANCE ACT 1988 - SECTION 49 HARDSHIP RELIEF

The Commuttee considered the confidential report of the Head of Revenue and Housing
Management on an application for hardship rehef received under Section 49 Local
Government Finance Act 1988

Members felt that on the basis of financial information recetved to date it would not be
appropriate to grant relief. On a Motion moved by Councillor G. Fox and seconded by

Counciflor D F Flack, it was
Resolved
That hardship relief be refused 1n respect of Application Ref. H201. (HR&HM)

TRANSFER OF LAND TO RAYLEIGH TOWN COUNCIL - LAND AT THE MILL
HALL SITE

The Commuttee considered the confidential report of the Head of Legal Services seeking
approval for the transfer of the land adjoimng the roundel and adjacent to 21 London
Hill to Rayleigh Town Council to facilitate the development of this site as an
educational/environmental centre,

Resolved
That a lease be granted for 125 years to Rayleigh Town Council for the land shown
edged on the plan aitached to the report, at the rental of one peppercorn as outlmed in

the report and on such other terms and conditions as agreed by the Head of Legal
Services. (12000AWHLS)

The Meeting closed at 11.00pm

T 541




250.

251

252,

253,

ROCHFORD DISTRICT COUNCIL
Minutes of the Planning Sexvices Committee

At a Meeting held on 17th June 1999. Present: Councillors R.E. Vingoe (Chairman),
R Adams, R.S. Allen, G.C. Angus, P.A Beckers, C.I. Black, T G Cutmore,

I M. Dickson, D.F Flack, DM Ford, Mrs. J.E. Ford, G Fox, KA. Gibbs,

Mrs. JM. Giles, ] E Grey, Mrs 1. Hall, D.R. Helson, Mrs. J. Helson, A. Hosking,
Mrs. AR, Hutchings, V.D. Hutchings, C C. Langlands, Mrs, S.J. Lemon, T Livings,
G A. Mockford, C.R. Morgan, R.A. Pearson, P.D Stebbing, Mrs. WM Stevenson,
Mrs. M.S. Vince, Mrs. M.J. Webster, PF.A. Webster, D.A. Weir and Mrs, M A. Weir.

Apologies: Councillors D.E. Barnes, Mrs, H.L.A. Glynn and Mrs EM Hat

MINUTES

The Minutes of the Meseting held on 27th May 1999 were approved as a correct record
and signed by the Chairman.

MEMBERS’ INTERESTS

Members' interests relating to the schedule of development applications and
recommendations (Minute 253) were received as follows.-

Para. D1 - Councillors R.S Allen, G Fox, R.A Pearson and P.D. Stebbmg declared
Non-Pecuniary Interests by virtue of their knowledge of the applicant.

Para. R2 - Councillors DM, Ford and Mrs. J.E. Ford declared Remote Non-Pecuniary
Interests by virtue of living near to the site.

Para. 4 - Councillors R S, Allen, G.Fox, R.A Pearson and P.D. Stebbing declared
Non-Pecumary Interests by virtue of nsing the Health Centre

Para. 5 - Councillor R.S. Allen declared a Non-Pecumuary Interest by virtue of being a
sponsor of the Football Club, Councillor V.D Hutchings declared a Non-Pecumary
Interest by virtue of his past involvement with the Football Clnb, Counciflor
R.A. Pearson declared a Non-Pecumary Interest by virtue of his work as a football
referee and Councillor P.D. Stebbings declared a Non-Pecuniary Interest by virtue of
being Chairman of Great Wakering Panish Council,

Para. 6 - Councillor Mrs. JM Giles declared an Interest by virtue of her son’s
employment. A number of Members raised Non-Pecumary Interests by virtue of being
mobile phone users.

MR. MARK MANN

Members welcomed Mr. Mark Mam, Team Leader (North Area) from the Planning
division who was attending his first meeting of the Planning Services Committee.

SCHEDULE OF DEVELOPMENT APPLICATIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS
The Head of Plannmg Services submutted a schedule of Development Applicanions for

consideration and a list of Plannmg Applications and Buildmg Regulation Applications
decided under delegation since 27th May 1999.

Para. D1 98/00727/0UT - Land adj. Grosvenor House, Southend Road, Great
Wakering.

- Outline application to erect agricu tural Manager’s dwelling (demolish
existing bungalow) (revised application following refusal of OWIMOC)
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(1) That the Corporate Director (Law, Planning & Administration) be instructed to
negotiate a Section 106 Agreement 1n relation to this appltcation to cover the demolition
and removal from the site of the existing dwelling known as “The Bungalow’, Southend
Road, Great Wakering, to include the demolition of the integral air raid shelter,

(2) That subject to such agreement being completed to the satisfaction of the Director,
the application be approved subject with the condition heads set out in the schedule

Para R2-98/00664/COU - 115 Southend Road, Rochford.

Proposal - Change of use of ground floor to 1-bed self-contained flat (retrospective
application),

Amend Para. 2.7, 5th line to read "... at 15 in fact arguable that less problems may occur
as a result of this change ..."

In noting the Officer’s recommendation for approval, Members considered the loss of a

retail umit and its effect on the neighbourhood shopping parade unnacceptable as well as
being in agreement with the County Surveyor’s recommendation of refusal.

Resolved
That the application be refused for the following reasons'-

1) The change of use from retail to residential, 1f allowed, will exacerbate an excessive
concentration of non-retail uses m this location, leading to the vmtual loss of retail
floorspace and creating "dead” frontage in this parade This would further fragment and
detract from the retal character of this parade leading to the erosion of the retail
fonction resulting in the loss of conventent and important facihities for the
neighbourhood,

2) The proposal does not provide for any on-gite parking and this will lead to vehicles
bemg parked on the highway thereby creating conditions of danger and obstruction to
other road users to the detriment of general highway safety. Furthermore, any parking
within the layby provided for short term parking for shop customers may well lead to
customer vehicles bemg parked on Southend Road, thereby creatmg conditions of
danger and obstraction to other road users and general highway safety.

Para. R3 99/00223/FUL - Travellers Joy, Downhall Road, Rayleigh

Proposal—&wemwmuancepmches,singkstmey(glwndﬂw)ﬁmnexmsimand
imternal alterations.

Add Conditions

4) Details of any externally sited electrical or mechanical plant or eqpipment shall be
submitted to and approved m writmg by the Local Planmng Aut}mnty prior to therr
installation, The said plant or equipment shall be mstalled and retained m the approved
form.

5) Notwithstandmg the provisions of the Town and Country Planmng {General
Permitted Development) Order 1995, the 91 existing car parking spaces, as well as the
loadingfunloading and tuming space, shall not be used for any purpose (mclqdmg :1
purpose ordinanly incidental to the enjoyment of the public house) which would impede

the parking, loacingfunloadmg and turnmg of vehicles.
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Add Informatives

1) For the avoidance of doubt, the applicant is reminded that the hardsurfacing of any of
the grassed areas of the application site would be an engineering operation requiring
planning permission.

2) The applicant’s are asked in the interests of the amemties of local residents to ensure
that the entrance doors are not left open when any music is audible cutside the buildmg
which 1s generated from within it.

Resolved

That the applicahon be approved subject to the conditions set out in the schedule
including those outlined above,

Para. 4 - 99/00177/FUL - The Great Wakering Health Centre, High Street, Great
Wakering

Proposal - Erect a two storey Health Centre (demolish existing Health Centre) and
construct new parking area with ancillary works.

Add Condition

7) 8C22 PD Restricted Windows (insert "above first floor finished fleor level” and
"west elevation™)

Resolved
That the Corporate Director (Law, Planning & Admmistration) be instructed to

determme the application on expiry of the Public Consultation perioed to nclude the
conditions set cut in the Schedule,

Para. 5-99/00133FUL - Great Wakering Rovers Football Club, Little Wakering Hall
Lane, Great Wakering

Proposal - Erect covered terracing and toilet block.

Amend description to read as above.

Resolved

That the application be approved subject to the conditions set out in the schedule

Para. 699/00146/FUL - Lyrwood Nurserys, Arterial Road, Rayleigh
Proposal-E:ethOmwehighmompolﬂtelecommmicaﬁansmstandequipmn
cabin,

Durmg discussion of this ttem, Members requested that Officers forward details of the
Nattonal Radiological Protection Board Information Service to all Members, It was
further noted that Informanve 2 as ouflmed in the schedule should be Standard
Informative 16 - Control of Nmsances. It was requested that the Health concerns m
respect of Telecommmmication Masts should be referred to the Comnmumty Services
Commuttee for consideration, given the current scientific debate on the matter.

Add informative encouraging mast sharing.




Resolved

(1) That the Corporate Director (Law, Plamning & Administration) be mstructed to
determine the application on expiry of the public consultation period to include the
conditions and informatives outlined in the schedule as amended above.

(2) That the Health concerns in respect of telecommmnicatzon masts be referred to the
Commmnnity Servcies Committee for consideration (HHHCC).

Para, 7 98/00618/COU - Land adjacent 20 Milton Close, Rayleigh

Proposal - Change use of highway land to residential parden with erection of brick wall
2 metres high.

Consideration of this item was deferred from Members’ site visit
Resolved

That a Member site visit be arranged. (HAMS)

Para, 8 98/00523/FUL - Searles Yard, Trenders Avenve, Rawreth

Proposal - Erect barn for storage purposes (demolish existing buildings)
Resolved

That the application be approved subject to the conditions set out in the schedule.

The meeting closed at 8.55pm.
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SCHEDULE OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS TO BE CONSIDERED BY

PLANNING SERVICES COMMITTEE 17 JUNE 1999

The enclosed reports have been approved by :

All planning applications are consmidered against the background of current Town and
Country Planning legislation, rules, orders and circulars, and any development, structure and
locals plans issued or made thereunder, In addition, account 1s taken of any guidance notes,
advice and relevant policies 1ssued by statutory authorities.

Each planning application mcluded in this Schedule and any sattached list of epplication
which have been determined umder powers delegated to the Corporate Dirsctor (Law,
Planming and Administration) is filed with all papers mcluding representations received and
consultation replies as a single case file,

All building regulation applications are considered against the background of the relevant
Building Regulations and approved documents, the Building Act 1984, together with all
relevant British Standards,

The above documents can be made available for inspection as Committee background papers
at the office of Planning Services, Acacia House, East Street, Rochford




D1

PLANNING SERVICES COMMITTEE 17th June 1999
DEFERRED ITEMS

98/00727/0UT John Wood

Outline Application to Erect Agricultural Manager's Dwelling
(Demolish Existing Bungalow) (Revised Apphcation Following
OL/0013/98/ROC)

Land Adjacent Grosvenor House Southend Road Great
Wakering

REFERRED ITEMS

98/00664/COU Martyn Wilhams
Change Use of Ground Floor to 1-Bed Self-Contained Flat
(Retrospective Application}

115 Sonthend Road Rochford Essex

99/00223/FUL Kevin Steptoe

Create New Entrance Porches, Single Storey (Ground Floor)
Front Extension and Internal Alterations

Travellers Joy Downhall Road Rayleigh

SCHEDULE ITEMS
99/00177/FUL Anita Wood
Erect Two Storey Health Centre (Demolish Existing Health
Centre)
The Great Wakering Health Centre High Street Great Wakering

99/00133/FUL John Wood

Erect Covered Terracing, Toilet Block and Two Additional
Floodlight Columns.

Great Wakering Rovers Football Club Little Wakering Hall
Lane Great Wakering

95/00146/FUL Anita Wood

Erect 20m High Mono-pole Telecommunications Mast and
Equipment Cabin

Lymnwood Nurseries Artertal Road Rayleigh

98/00618/COU Anita Wood

Change Use of Highway Land to Residential Garden with
Erection of Brick Wall 2m High

Land Adjacent 20 Milton Close Rayleigh

98/00523/FUL Nick Barnes
Erect Bam for Storage Purposes (Demolish Existing Buildings)
Searles Yard Trenders Avenue Rayleigh
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Committee Report
Deferred Item

D1.
To the meeting of, PLANNING SERVICES COMMITTEE
On. 27*MAY 1999
Report of CORPORATE DIRECTOR (LAW, PLANNING & ADMINISTRATION)
Title * OUTLINE APPLICATION TO ERECT AGRICULTURAL

MANAGER’S DWELLING (DEMOLISH EXISTING BUNGALOW)
(REVISED APPLICATION FOLLOWING REFUSAL OF
OL/0013/98/ROC)

LAND ADJ. GROSVENOR HOUSE, SOUTHEND ROAD, GT.
WAKERING

Author ' John Wood

Application No:  98/00727/0UT

Applicant : MORLEYS NURSERIES

Zoning METROPOLITAN GREEN BELT, LANDSCAPE IMPROVEMENT
AREA

Parish, GREAT WAKERING

Site Frontage: 21.5m Depth 42.5m

Deferred Report

This application was deferred at the last meeting for a Member site visit.

Members will recall the Officers update at the last meeting, confirming the awaited County
Archaeologists view that the air-raid shelter 18 of no archaeological value and that its demolition
should not be a particular problem. Also that an additional condition no 12 was recommended
following discussions with a Member, to safeguard existing tree and hedge screening

The origimnal report and recommendation (amended to take account of the above) 15 reprinted beJow
for Members information

Planning Applieation Details

The proposal 1s to demohsh an existing bungalow and build a replacement dwelling elsewhere
within the nursery holding The application is 1 outhne form with approval being sought to the
means of access only with siting, design, landscaping and external appearance being reserved

matters U
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15

16

17

1.8

1.9

1.10

1.12

1.13

Although defailed siting is to be a reserved matter, the application does relate to an area of land at
the eastern end of the frontage of the site measuring 21.5 metres by 42 5 metres, Access is to be
from the rear of the site from within the established nursery holdmg via the existing mam entrance
from Southend Road The apphcants have stated m a letter that they would wish the dwelling to be 2
house to meet their family needs by separating day time and night time activities onto two floors. It
is also pomted out that with the exception of the existing bungalow, all other dwellings on this
stretch of road are houses, includmg three stories, and the footprint of a house would be
considerably smeller than a bungalow

The existing bungalow is located on the west side of the site access and 1s built around an old anr-
ratd shelter on the south east corner of the dwelling, This shelter is used for storage It is understood
that the shelter may be difficult to demolish, however, the County Archaeologist 1s currently
undertaking a stndy mto such wartime structures and is to look mto the destrability of preserving
this one. An update on this possibility will be given at the meeting,

Relevant Planning History

The existing bungalow which it 1s proposed to demolish was extended by 35 sq metres 1n 1988 with
planning permission to provide a second bedroom and improved kitchen and bathroom faciltties
This additional floorspace included the replacement of an existing 7 8 sq. metre extension

An application for a further extenston to the bungalow of 30 sq metres to grve three bedrooms was
refused m May 1994 and a subsequent appeal was dismissed. The Inspector concluded that the
extenston would breach the Council’s policy on the size of extensions permissible in the Green Belt
and that the proposal would constitute inappropriate development which would harm 1ts open
character and no very special circumstances existed sufficient to justify it.

An application for an additional dwelling on the same site as the current proposal was refused by
the Council in June 1998 following a Member site visit (OL/0013/98/ROC) Approval of this
application would have resulted mn three dwellmgs on the site as 2 already exist and st was
considered to be excessive and unjustified and contrary to Green Belt policy. In addition 1t was
considered that 1t would consolidate and emphasise the existing sporadic development in Southend
Road and provide a precedent for further development and similar eroston of the countryside n the
vicinity and elsewhere within the Green Belt areas in the District.

Conguitations and Representations
Great Wakering Parsh Council ~ no response

Head of Health, Housing and Community Care — no adverse comments subject to Standard
Informative SI16 (Control of Nuisances).

Environment Agency — The septic tank and associated soakaway system shall not be sited within
10 metres of any ditch, pond or watercourse or within 50 metres of any well or borehole

County Highways — No objection subject to no direct access to Southend Road and provision being
made and maintamed withmn the site for parkmg and tuming of vehicles.
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1.15
1.16

1.17

1.18

1,19

1,20

1.21

Material Planning Considerations

The principle planning considerations materis| to this application can be summarised as follows.-

¢  Green Belt policy mn relation to the rebuilding of existing dwellings,
* Construction of dwellings m the Green Belt for agricultural workers

This 1s an outline application to erect an agricultural manager’s dwelling to replace a bungalow
which has no agricuttural occupancy condition, on the holding There is also a second dwelling on
the site, a larger property called ‘Grosvenor House’, which also has no agricultural occupancy
condition.

The dwelling 1s proposed to be located at the eastern end of the frontage and vehicular access will
only be via the existing nursery access and the internal circulation road at the rear The site is well
screened both on the road frontage and from the agricuftural land to the east and currently forms
part of a garden running eastwards from Grosvenor House

Morleys Nursery 15 a family run concern and the applicant, Mr Wright (Junior) who currently Iives
in ‘The Bungalow’ to the west of the nursery enfrance has primary management responsibility for
the enterpriss Mr and Mrs B Wright (Senior) live in the adjacent ‘Grosvenor House' on the east
side of the entrance and would like to consider a significantly reduced role in the management m the
foreseeable future. In addition, they already share ‘Grosvenor House’ with their second daughter,
who 1s also a partner, and her family

In letters submutted with the application, the reasons given for requiring a replacement to the
bungalow and why the existing cannot be rebuilt on the same site are that the existing dwelling 1s
inadequate for the needs of the present occupiers only having two bedrooms; the site is constrained
by surrounding nursery buildings and they are concerned about their children’s safety in view of the
proximity to the site access which results in the garden fence being regularly knocked down by
large delivery vehicles. If permission 1s granted for the re-sited property, the intention is to demolish
the existing bungalow end improve the access by making 1t easier and more aftractive,

It 15 also claimed that the air-raid shelter adjoining the south east corner of the bungalow makes life
in the existing dwefling more difficult and s use 15 limited as 1t has no natural light or ventilation.
The oontinued presence and siting of this structure would lmit the improvements that could be
made to the access and the site generally were 1t to remarn, It is considered essential therefore, that
were permission to be granted that both the existing bungalow and air raid shelter should be
demolished to bring about the necessary improvements and compensate for the new development
being permitted in this Green Belt location.

Tt was also suggested to the applicant thst the new dwelling could be sited adjacent to the east side
of the exasting ‘Grosvenor House’, but he does not consider this acceptable since this ares, including
the application site, forms part of the garden of Grosvenor House and to move the new dwelling
adjacent to 1t would break into this garden area and unnecessarily reduce and spoil its amenities
Any new position would need to leave Grosvenor House with a good garden 1t 15 claimed

There 1s no doubt that 24 hour on-site supervision 1s required for the proper functioning of the
enterprise, and this 1s supported by an Agricultural Surveyor’s report submitted with the appheation
which concludes that ‘a second dwelling’ is necessary and sustainable for the nursery unit Such
superviston ig already in place from the two existing dwellings on the site but the applicants fee] that
the site 15 vulnerable to vandalism and intruders particularly from the eastern boundery and the
relocated new dwelling will improve security to this part of the site
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122 The provision of agricuttural dwellings is permitted by Structure Plan Policy S9 if 1t can be shown
that the worker must be resident on the holding and that ‘amy development which 1s permitted shall .
be of a scale, design and siting such that the appearance of the countryside Is not mmpaired.” Local
Plan Policy GB3 is simijarly framed, and the preamble also states that.-

‘.. the Local Plarming Awuthority will expect such dwellings 1o be suted adiacent to existing
groups of farm buldings or settlements...’

1.23 Tt could be argued that this application does not comply with this requirement but the applicant’s
reasons for wanting the new dwelling where 1t is proposed and not wishing to rebuild on the
somewhat constrained existing site are get out above, It is also worth bearing in mind that a straight
replacement dwelling on the same site would fall within the normal Green Belt rebuild policy GBS
without requiring any Agricultural justification

124  Regarding the size of the new dwelling that may be appropriate, in view of the fact that an appeal to

‘ enlarge the dwelling as it currently exists, which has already been extended by the amount permitted
in the Green Belt, was dismissed on Green Belt grounds, it would not be appropriate for the
replacement to be significantly larger, The existing potential rebuild size of the existing dwelling’
within policy and no agricultural occupancy condition is 119 16 sq. metres including the air-raid
shelter With an agricultural occupancy condition, it is considered that there may be justification for .
permitting an increase to 150 sq. metres, but subject to the proviso that the rights to extend under
permitted development are removed.

1.25  The applicants have offered to enter mto a S.106 agreement covering various matters, but 1t 1s
considered that an agreement is only necessary to cover the removal of the existing bungslow, other
matters being covered by conditions. Depending on the outcome of the County Archaeologist’s
investigations, this may or may not mclude the removal of the mtegral air-raid shelter as well.

Conclusion

1.26  This application falls between two Local Plan Green Belt policies, 1e those permitting the
rebuilding of existing dwellings i the Green Belt and the erection of new dwellings n the Green
Belt if justified on agricultural grounds as an exception to normal policy.

127  ldeally, the new dwelling should be built on the site of the old, but in view of the constramts of the
existing site and the limited opportunities alleged by the Applreant for siting the replacement
elsewhere adjacent to existing buildings as required by the policy, it is considered that an exception
may be justified in this case, especially as neither of the existing dwellings on the site are covered .
by an agricultural occupancy condition. Approval 1s therefore recommended

Recommendation that this Committee resolves

1,28 @) That the Corporate Director (Law, Planning and Admimnistration) be instructed to ,
negotlate a Section 106 Agreement in relation to this application to cover the
demolition and removal from the site of the existing dwelling known as ‘The
Bungalow’, Southend Road, Great Wakering, to nclude the demolition of the
integral air-raid shelter.

1.29 (u) That subject to such Agreement being completed to the satisfaction of the Director,
that the application be approved subject to the following condition heads -

SC1 Reserved Matters — Standard
SC3 Time Limits OQutline — Standard
SC16 PD Restricted

SC44 Agricultural Occupancy
SCA49 Means of Enclosure b .
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SC58 Landscape Design — Detals (Reserved Matters)

SC6] PD Restricted Access

SC75 Parking and Turning Space

The gross mternal floorspace of the dwelling shall not exceed 150 sq. metres in area.

Prior to the occupation or within three months of completion (whichever date 1s sooner) of the
dwelling hereby permitted, the existing dwelling includmg the air-raid shelter marked ‘A’ on
the plan (No MOR.1/1197) returned herewith, shall be demolished and removed from the srte.
In any event, the exasting dwelling shall be demolished and removed from the site within 15
months of commencement of construction of the new dwelling

The septic tank and associated soakaway system shall not be sited withm 10 metres of any
ditch, pond or watercourse or within 50 metres of any well or borehole

SC55 Hedgerow/Trees to be retatned

- 532
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2.3

2.4

2.5

Committee Report

Referred Item
R2.
To the meetng of. PLANNING SERVICES COMMITTEE
On. 17* JUNE 1999
Report of . CORPORATE DIRECTOR (LAW, PLANNING & ADMINISTRATION)
Title : CHANGE USE OF GROUND FLOOR TO 1-BED SELF-CONTAINED

FLAT (RETROSPECTIVE APPLICATION
115 SOUTHEND ROAD, ROCHFORD

Author - Martyn Williams

Application No 98/00664/COU

Applicant ; H S PABIAL
Zoning : RESIDENTIAL
Parish. ROCHFORD PARISH COUNCIL

Referred From Weekly List No 474

Referred by Councillor Mrs J. E Ford

Rochford Parish Council commented that this proposal results in the loss of & retar{ unst and
comment on the lack of onsite parking.

NOTES

This application 1s for the change of use of the ground floor from a retail shop to a residential flat,
although the physical conversion has taken place, the flat remains unoccupied The first floor has
already been in such use originally serving the shop below

This small loca! parade of nne shops 1s allocated for residential purposes in the Local Plan falling
within a wholly residential area. It 15 not a neighbourhood shopping area specifically identified
Policy SAT4,

The nine units in this parade currently comprnse 2 shops (Al uses), 3 vacant umts, 3 hot food
premises (A3 uses) and 1 unit no. 123 converted to full residential use without requiring planning
permtssion as previously only one room was used for retall purposes and the change was not
considered a material change of use,

Permission was also granted in 1998 at a nearby premises at 2 Sutton Road for a change of use
from ground floor shop to residential accommodation

"+ o554
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2.9

210

211

The retail part of the application untt has stood vacant for quite some while, as two others also
continue to do so in thts small parade served by a very narrow and evidently little used rear access
track. There are some units with overgrown rear yards but only two out of the nine have laid out

gardens

Seven of the mme have no ‘on-site’ parking, only the two end units assessed from the side roads
enjoy this provision, There Is a daytime ‘restricted warting’ lay-by to the front that would be
available for visitors outside of peak periods ‘On-street’ parking in immediately adjoming
residential streets already occurs but 1t 15 considered that this modest proposal will not add
significantly to that situation It is in fact arguable that problems may occur as a result of this change
of use grven the potential of a retail operation. When the unit was 1n retail use it would have far
greater potertial to generate more vehicular visits than is ever likely to arise with a one bedroom
flat. Neither 1s there likely to be any other adverse effect on the amenity of surrounding residential
properties i the vicinity with a change from commercial to a residential use,

Minor front elevahon changes are mvolved for the melusion of a second separate entrance door The
existing 50 — 60sq m rear yard to 115 should provide acceptable amentty space to both the existing
and proposed unit and it is included within the application site.

The high vacancy rate for units i this parade, 1ts allocation for Residential purpeses m the Local
Plan and the absence of demonstrable harm to the amenity of the area, make it vnlikely that the
retention of the retail use of this uit could realistically be sustained through the planning appeal
process

Eszsex County Council (County Surveyor) recommends refusal of planning permission as the
proposal does not provide for any on site car parking, which will lead to displacement of customer’s
vehicles from the short term customer bay m front of these units,

The Head of Housing Health and Community Care has no adverse comments,

APPROVE

1 No occupation of the ground floor flat hereby approved shall take place until the entire rear
yard has first been converted to and made available for sitting out/mmnenity space m equal
provision for both flats. This provision shall be either 1n a communal form or two separate
areas, one for each individual unit, the details of which shall be submitted to and agreed in
writing by the Local Planning Authority. That amenity space shall thereafter be permanently
retamed and kept available at all times for amenity use by the occupants of both flats
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3.3

34

Committee Report
Referred Item .

To the meeting of PLANNING SERVICES COMMITTEE

On. 17™ JUNE 1999
Report of * CORPORATE DIRECTOR (LAW, PLANNING & ADMINISTRATION)
Title : CREATE NEW ENTRANCE PORCHES, SINGLE, STOREY (GROUND

FL.OOR) FRONT EXTENSION AND INTERNAL ALTERATIONS
TRAVELLERS JOY, DOWNHALL ROAD, RAYLEIGH

Author Kevin Steptoe .

Application No 99/00223/FUL

Applicant GREENE KING PUB CO.
Zoning RESIDENTIAL
Parish RAYLEIGH TOWN COUNCIL

Referred From Weekly List No. 474

Referred by Councillor Mrs S J Lemon

NOTES

The proposals would mvolve the creation of two new porch enfrances to the pub That facing .
London Road would comprise an entrance lobby between an outer and mmner set of doors To the
Down Hall Road a projecting canopy over a new sct of double doors would be provided

The front extension mvolves a flat roofed projection of 3 9m depth and approx 11 7m total width
along the frontage of the building facing diagonally to the junction of London Road and Bown Hall
Road This would be of a similar style to the existing ground floor flat roofed projections to either
side of where the new part 1s to be sited

The new extension would be located on an area that 15 currently paved, enclosed with boliards and
used as a sitting out area. It is not located on any of the srte that i3 used for car parkmg. After a
revision to the elevational detail the windows to the front elevahon of the extension are to be
provided wrth a similar glazing style to that which exists m the remander of the front elevation

In addition internal alterations are proposed.
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35  The Rayleigh Civic Society mdicates that the glazing for the new extensjon should match that of the
. existing first floor. (This is now achieved following the revision referred to above) It makes no
comment in relation to the porches and interna] alterations.

3.6 The County Surveyor raises no objections

37  One local resident has responded to neighbour notifications objecting on the basis that the proposals
have the potential to create more noise, bring that noise closer to local residents and result in more
vehicles going to and from the pub It will result m an unfavourable balance between the reasonable
right of householders to enjoy acceptable residential amemnty and the ability of the pub busimness to
continue to operate Present experience of the operation of discos and sports nights at the pub
indrcates that the operators show little consideration to potential problems

APPROVE

1 SC4 Tme limits - Standard

2 SCI15 Matenals to Match (Externally)

3 There shall be no access to the roof area of the extension hereby permitted for any purpose
other than for maintenance reasons unlegs otherwise agreed mn writing by the Local Planning

. Authorrty,
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4.4

Committee Report

4.
To the meeting of PLANNING SERVICES COMMITTEE
On - 17® JUNE 1999
Report of CORPORATE DIRECTOR (LAW, PLANNING & ADMINISTRATION)
Title : ERECT TWO STOREY HEALTH CENTRE (DEMOLISH EXISTING
HEALTH CENTRE) AND CONSTRUCT NEW PARKING AREA
WITH ANCILLARY WORKS
THE GREAT WAKERING HEALTH CENTRE, HIGH STREET,
GREAT WAKERING
Author - Antta Wood

Application No 99/00177/FUL

Applicant DR’S J. FFREEL & M.A. SAAD
Zonmng . EXISTING RESIDENTIAL
Parish- GREAT WAKERING PARISH COUNCIL

Planning Application Details

Followmg the reporting of this application as a fast track rtemn to Members on the 29" Apnl
Commuittee, the comments and points that were raised have been taken into account by the
applicants and a revised scheme has been produced and is the subject of this report

Members main concerns were related to the design, scale and siting of the building and the possible
detrimental impact upon the immediate residential vicimty. These issues were discussed at a
meeting attended by the officers, local Members, a representative from the Parish Couneil and the
applicants, To a certain extent the Local Planning Authorities concerns mirror reconsideration of
the scheme by the applicants due to costs, It should be noted that even though the scheme has been
revised the proposal still has the long-term prospect of employing 10 or more persons.

The application site 15 that of the origimal Health Centre wiuch 1s located between two residential
dwellings on the north side of Great Wakering High Street and backs onto the recreation ground

Relevant Planning History

The origma) health centre was granted permussion m 1952 with permussion given for an extension
and car park in 1953

14
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4,7

48

49

4,10
411

4.12

413

414

4,15

4.16

4,17

418

The application for & temporary building for use as 8 Doctors Surgery during the construction peried
was gramted permussion recently via the Weekly List.

Consultations and Representations
First Round

The onginal scheme received the followimg responses,

Essex County Council (County Planner) from a policy perspective raises no objection to the
proposal

The Environment Agency raises no objection to the proposal.

The Head of Housing, Health and Community Care has no adverse comments in respect of the
application subject to a condition requinng a method statement, and a scheme for the suppression of
dust be added to any grant of consent. In addition an mformative on the control of nuisances shall
also be added

The South East Essex Health Authority are in full support of the application.

Anglian Water (Developer Services) raises no objection to the proposal

Six neighbour letters from properties adjacent to and opposite the site have been received all of
which mainly focus thetr pomts on loss of views, the design of the proposed building, the loss of
two trees and possible traffic and parking problems for this part of Great Wakering High Street,
Second Round

The reconsultation period on the revised plans expires on 18 June, the following responses have
been recetved so far

The Head of Housing, Health and Community Care has no adverse comments i respect of the
application subject to a condition requinng a method statement, and a scheme for the suppression of
dust be added to any grant of consent. In addition an informative on the control of nuisances shall
also be added.

The Environment Agency raises no objection to the proposal

Material Planning Considerations

The 1mutial scheme has been revised to incorporate the comments raised 1n the commuittee meeting of
29% April as well as to meet the budget of the applicants

The revised scheme remams two storey but has been redesigned. The front elevation comprises
three elements, created by a variation in materials an open porch Both the use of matertals and the
design is now in character with the existing buildings in the area, the roof 1s also more conventional
with flying hip ends. The matenals proposed are brick, shiplap boarding and pantile roof.

Whilst the stze of the proposed health centre has been reduced greatly from the oniginal scheme, the
internal floorspace still comprises of consulting rooms, trammg/conference rooms, storage, a
dispensary and facilities such as toilets, a chuld play area and a lift.

- 561 .
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419  The revised scheme has relocated the building within the plot and is sited 4 5m away from the
boundary and along a stmular building line to the adjacent residential property (number 284 High
Street). This has manly been possible due to the reduced bulk of the buildng compared to the
origma! scheme, which had a footprint of 414.4sqm whereas the revised scheme 15 323 76sqm. Two
parking spaces have also been relocated away from the rear side boundary of No 284 and replaced
with a shrub bed, ‘

At current there are 15 existing parking spaces on site and the proposed scheme would increase this
level to 32 spaces with an additional two disabled parking spaces adjacent to a ramped access to the
building and a third disabled parking/ambulance space The car-parking standard for health centres
is dependent on staffing levels and the number of consulting rooms. Considering the proposal this
would require a level of parking for 2 minimum of 22 spaces and s¢ the proposed leve] would seem
more than satisfactory
421

An ares of landscaping 15 proposed to the front and left-hand side of the proposed health centre (and
an ornamental tree to the front of the site is also to be retained if structurally possible) There 1s also
a ltne of shrubbery to the rear of the site between the building and the car park.

Conclusion

422  The revised scheme has reduced any detrmental mmpact either within the street scene or to the
residential amenity of the adjomning nerghbours to a mmumum through amending the siting, design
and bulk of the building The level of car parking 1s far greater than at present and more than
sufficient for the proposal with scope for any increased use of the site n the future.

4.23  The proposed health centre has ajso been designed with additional facilities to better serve the
community. For example disabled access and parking, child play area, dispensary and additional
consulting rooms and health services

Recommendation that this Commuttee resolves

424  The Corporate Director (Law, Planning and Adminjstration) be mstructed to determine the
application on expiry of the consultation period meluding the following conditions:

1 SC4 Tme Limits — Full Standard

2 SC14 Materzals to be used

3 SC79 Car Parking — delineated

4  SC85 Method Statement

5  SCS59 Landscape Design — Details

6 No development shall commence before & scheme for the control and suppression of dust
emisstons during the demolition and construction phases of development shall be submitted
to and agreed i writing with the Local Planning Authority prior to any works commencing
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Committee Report

5.
To the meeting of  PLANNING SERVICES COMMITTEE
On- 17™ JUNE 1999
Report of CORPORATE DIRECTOR (LAW, PLANNING & ADMINISTRATION)
Title . ERECT COVERED TERRACING, TOILET BLOCK AND TWO

ADDITIONAL FLOODLIGHT COLUMNS
GREAT WAKERING ROVERS FOOTBALL CLUB, LITTLE
WAKERING HALL LANE, GREAT WAKERING

Author John Wood

Application No 99/00133/FUL
Applicant GREAT WAKERING ROVERS F.C.

Zoning ALLOTMENT GARDENS

Planning Application Details

The proposal 1s to erect a stand to provide covered terracing which will be centrally srtuated
adjacent to the southern touchline In addition, 1t 15 proposed to erect a free-standing toilet block n
the north east corner of the ground, about 12 m. west of the existing clubhouse near the northern
touchline.

The new stand will have capacity for about 300 spectators on 6 standing terraces and measure 25m
wide by 4 3m, deep. It will have a sloping roof constructed of plastic coated profiled sheet steel,
4 3m high at the highest point, wmith brick walls at the lower level The toilet block will be
constructed in simlllar materials.

The application originally mcluded the erection of two additional floadlight masts but these have
been deleted from the current proposals as the details were not at a sufficiently advanced stage It s
understood that the provision of the other facilities which remein m the application canmot admt of
delay however, as they should be in place before the start of the new season The additional
floodlights will therefore need to be the subject of a separate future application if the club wishes to
pursue them,

Relevant Planning History

The Club 1s sttuated on what was formerly allotment land, change of use to a football ground having
been granted mn 1985 Subsequent applications have been approved for changing faciliies and a
function room and covered spectator enclosures The existing floodlights were approved in 1992.
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5.3

5.6

5.7

58

5.9

5.10

511

512

513

5.14
515

516

5.17

5.18

5.19

Consultations and Representafions

Great Wakering Parish Council — supports this application.

Essex County Council (Trading Standards — Safety at Sports Grounds) — No comment since
this 15 not a regulated stand for the purposes of the legslation as the capacity is below 500.

Anghan Water — No building shall be erected within 3 metres of the public sewer crossing the site,

Head of Housing, Health and Community Care — reports that there 1s potential for increased
levels of nose and disturbance arising from this development which are unhkely to be controlled by
existing environmental health legistation. Should Members be minded to approve this application,
recomnmends SC43 (Amplification prohibited) and S116 (Corfrol of Nuisances)

A total of 27 letters have been received from members of the public, 20 of which were
stereotyped, all objecting strongly to the proposal on the following grounds -

e The football ground 1s changing its nature from an amateur boys club appropriate to a
village to a full grown semi-professional stadium out of character i this rural location
in Gt. Wakering, To allow these proposals will only consolidate this trend,

¢ The club car park is inadequate for the traffic generated and severe parking congestion
results in Little Wakering Hall Lane which is a public footpath,

» The existing floodlights have not been shielded and are used outside the hours and on
more days a week than permitted by the planning conditions imposed when they were
originally approved. They therefore result in unacceptable light pollution and prevent
children from sleeping

There is general noise, disturbance, vandalism and bad language emanating from the club and sts
patrons attending the football matches and from the discos and parties and other social events that
are also held in the clubhouse

Material Planning Considerations

The maun issues to be considered in this case are;
e  Whether further consolidation of the football ground is appropriate in this rural location,

e Whether the proposal will exacerbate traffic congestion and parking problems and generally
give rise to further detriment to the amenities of nearby residents,

It 15 understood that Great Wakermg Rovers achieved promotion at the end of last season and need
to carry out certain ground improvements to meet the more stringent requirements of the higher
league in which they will be playing this year,

The football ground itself is not in the Green Belt but adjomns Green Belt land to the north The pitch
1s surrounded by 2.4m. high horizontal close boarded fencing and the whole ground has a generally
well mamtained neat and tidy appearance.

The new stand will replace an existing ground level. covered spectator area measuring 15m. long x
2 5m deep x 2 4m high, and will incorporate the existing dug-outs which have been moved from
the northern touchline The stand will complement the seated facility that already exists on the
northern touchline, which is slightfy higher than that now proposed The design 1s considered to be
appropriate for this type of football spectator accommodation,
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5.21

522

523

5.24

Conclusion

The football groumd 1s situated some 100 metres from the nearest residential properties and the new
stand will be approximately 150 metres from the nearest house In view of 1ts relatively low height,
1t is not considered that it will be visually intrusive and its construchon may contam and reduce
some of the spectator noise.

The area of the football ground is not being increased and the construction of the terracing may even
reduce the theoretical capacity of the ground overall. It may therefore be difficult to argue that any
additional parking accommodation 1s required as a result of this proposal which 15 replacing an
existing facility.

As far as problems and non-compliance with conditions arsing from the exusting floodlights are
concerned, this matter 1s currently being investigated as a separate matter It would appear sensible
and logical for the question of floodlighting to be addressed ag a whole if it is intended to pursue the
provision of additional floodlights, since no doubt alterations to the existing lummamres may be
required If extra lights are to be installed This course of action has been recommended to the
Club’s agent, but the contraventions ansing from the existing lights will be pursued independently,
particularly if 1t seems that the overall approach 1s not to be adopted within & reasonable ttmescale

Whilst it is considered that approval can be recommended in all the circumstances it may well be
that there 1s a limit to the consolidation on this site, in view of the alleged problems that already
arise due to the site’s somewhat 1solated and sensitive location and the hmited nature of the access

and parking,

Recommendation that this Committee resolves:

That the Corporate Director (Law, Planning & Administration) recommends approval subject to the
following condstions beng agreed.-

1 SC4 Time Limits - Standard

2 SC14 Matenals to be Used (Externally)
3 8C43 Amplification Prohibited

|
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6.1

6.2

6.3

64

Committee Report

6.
To the meeting of PLANNING SERVICES COMMITTEE
On: 17® JUNE 1999
Report of CORPORATE DIRECTOR (LAW, PLANNING & ADMINISTRATION)
Title . ERECT 20M HIGH MONOPOLE TELECOMMUNICATIONS MAST
AND EQUIPMENT CABIN

LYNWOOD NURSERIES, ARTERIAT. ROAD, RAYLEIGH

Author ; Anijta Wood

Application No  99/00146/FUL

Applicant VODAFONE LIMITED
Zoning METROPOLITAN GREEN BELT
Parish RAYLEIGH TOWN COUNCIL

Planning Application Details

This application proposes a 20m high monopole telecommunication mast with associated equipment
cabin and compound at the base The mast 15 to be located at Lynwood nurseries, Arterial Road,
Rayleigh,

Relevant Planmng History

The Nursery has an extensive planning history that mainly focuses on nvestigations and lawful use
applications to establish the use of the land and buildings for various commercial uses There have
also been applications to erect a stable block (995/89/ROC) and also to change the use of a storage
warehouse mto stables, and the erection of a fenced area, keeping of harses and floodhightmg
(0011/94/ROC)  However, none of these matters are particularly relevant to the current
telecommunications proposal

Consultations and Representations
Rayleigh Town Council raise no comment or observation.

Essex County Council {County Surveyor) raises no objection to the application




6.5 The Head of Housing, Health and Community Care has no objections in principle subject to two
mformatrves being added to any grant of consent These are SI28 Standard Telecommunications .
Informative and SI16 Control Of Nuisances

Castle Point Borough Council makes no objection

The Health and Safety Executive make no observations on the application.

There have also been three neighbour letters received objecting to the proposals. Two of the letters
are from the two properties adjacent to the stte whilst one 1f from a property in Kenmar Close, of the

Eastwood Road The mam pomts of objection are the health and safety issue, loss of view, concern
over further development and highway safety.

Material Planning Considerations

6.6 Planning Policy Guidance Note 8 (PPG8) — Telecommunications 1s the relevant Central
Government Guidance that relates to the provision of telecommunications apparatus . The gwidance
sets out the considerations in respect of the Telecommunications Code Systems Operators licence
requirements, the technical limitations i siting the apparatus, and the development control .
considerations that the Local Planning Authonity may apply to an apphcation for planming
permission.

6.7 Telecommunications Code Systems Operators licensed under the Telecommunications Act 1984
have a legal obligation to provide a comprehensive national coverage in response to customer
requirements of service and quality. The system is demand-led and inadequate coverage can lead to
the sanction of license withdrawal. The guidance in PPG8 specifically identifies this requirement as
a material planning consideration and emphasises that such technical considerations as network
coverage be taken into account when determming telecommunications applications,

6.8 PPGS8 also states that each application should be determined in accordance with the provisions of
the Development Plan.unless material considerafions indicate otherwise Policy PUIl of the
Rochford District Local Plan First Review 1995 1s of principle relevance to this appheation The
policy relates specifically to Telecommunyeations Operators equipment and has three main facets —
to avold the duplication of masts, to mmimise the unsightliness or intrusion especially in areas
designated for thear importance, and, to utilise existing structures or buildings where appropnate.

69 Each of these areas are more fully explained below; .
1. Siting and Design

6.10 The mast is sited approxmately 200m from the A127, to the east of a collapsed greenhouse existing
on site This point is approximately 65m away from the nearest residential unrts (namely the
bungalow and the cottage) which are Jocated adiacent to the entranoe to the srte from the A127 The
site is also a mmimum of approximatety 240m from the properties off of Eastwood Road, along
Kenmar Close, Lynwood Close and Bartletts This sre 1s not located withm a Landscape
Improvement Area or & Special Landscape Area but simply as Metropolitan Green Belt.

611 In the wider setting, the area comprises open treed countryside and the land level at this pomnt falls
away from the urban edge of Rayleigh down towards the A127 and rises again towards Castle Pont
District  In such & natural hollow the mast will have less visual impact viewed agaimst the treed
background The site is screened from the AI27 by a line of trees and the whale area 15 partly
covered by trees and partly open

- .
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To the east of the site 15 a designated public footpath that runs from the Arterial Road north to
Eastwood Road. The mast would be visible from the footpath, however, 1t 15 considered that the
design is such that would have a munumum impact.

The design of the mast is that of a monopole, the antennae fixture thereon comprises three cross-
polar antennas ‘back to back’ which reduces the visual impact of the facility compared to other
headframe arrangements. Around the base of the mast 1s located the equipment cabm which is 2.9m
high within & compound 6 5m by 7.2m enclosed by concrete posts 2.4m high and chain link fencing
with 3 No strands of barbed wire for added security.

2, Need

It is stated that there is at current a coverage ‘hole’ on the A127 between Eastwood to the east and
the intersection with the A129 to the west. It is stated that the proposed site at Lynwood Nurseries
will fulfill Vodafone's coverage objectives for the area.

Vodafone also argue that the height of 20m is required to clear the trees bordermng the A127 which
are quite dense in parts and provide continuous coverage along the A127 There 15 also no existing
infrastructure r.e. a building roofiop or water tower mn the search area where Vodafone could locate
its mstallation,

3. Alternative Sites

The applicant states that an alternative site at Lower Wybumns Farm was investigated, where a
computer prediction was made based on an entenna height of 24m & 27m. The site was discounted
as 1t was too far west of the target area, The mast height required to clear the trees would result m a
high visual impact both from the A127 and from the residential areas to the north. The open fields
to the north would also give insufficient screening.

Conclusion
The siting and design of the telecommunications mast 1s considered to be acceptable m this location

both in the sense of its wider umpact on visual and residential amenity and mn relstion to those
dwellings located nearby.

Recommendation that this Commuttes resolves:

The Corporate Dmrector (Law, Planning and Admunistration) be mstructed to determime the
application on expiry of the public consultation period including the following conditians.

—

SC4 Time Limts —Full
2 SC14 Matenals to be used — colour of equipment cabin,

Informatives

—

SI28 Telecommunications
2 5126 Contro] of Nuisance
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Committee Report

7.
To the meeting of. PLANNING SERVICES COMMITTEE
On: 17* JUNE 1999
Report of CORPORATE DIRECTOR (LAW, PLANNING & ADMINISTRATION)
Title : CHANGE OF USE OF HIGHWAY LAND TO RESIDENTIAL

GARDEN WITH ERECTION OF BRICK WALL 2M HIGH
LAND ADJACENT 20 MILTON CLOSE, RAYLEIGH

Author - Amta Wood

Application No 98/00618/COU

Applicant : MRS CATHERINE ROBINSON
Zoning EXISTING RESIDENTIAL
Parish RAYLEIGH TOWN COUNCIL

Planning_Application Details

‘The application site 15 a property located on the junction of Milton Close and an access road The
application proposes to change the use of a strip of land outside the property boundary from
highway land to residential.

Part of the parcel of land subject of thus change of use to the East of the property is also to be
enclosed by a 2m high brick wall and used for parking purposes This are 1s to be accessed via the
garage access road and was introduced as a revision to the ortginal scheme due to the responses
gained from the consultations.

The property also has a garage to the rear of the site also reached from the access road Milton
Close 15 part of the main estate road serving this housing area, and as such the view and appearance
along the frontage of the site 15 important, however, this part of the site is not proposed to be
enclosed, and Conditions 3 and 7 refer The character of the flank frontage facing the access road is
however, very different, 1t comprises a very ‘hard appearance’ of either garages right up to the
access road or approx. 2m fencing

Relevant Plannmg History

This site has no previous planning history
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Matenial Planning Considerations

The mam consideration 1s the relevance of the proposal to the current development plan, Rochford
District Local Plan (First Review) 1995, In eddition there is also case histories on other smmilar

types of proposal

The site is designated as within an area of existing residential development and within the relevant
chapter of the Local Plan there is policy H26 directly refating to the enclosure of grass verges

= Enclosure of Grass Verges

Policy H26 of the Local Plan was introduced, as there were an increasing number of applications in
recent years from householders wishmg to bring into therr ownership highway grass verges to form
part of thew private gardens. This policy has many criteria which have to be provided for and this
application does so as follows.

1. The contribution made by the site to the general amenity and character of the area.

The application site is part of a housng estate given outline planning permission i April 1970 with
reserved details approved in March 1971 The land was part of the original housing layout yet there
is no condition on either the outline or reserved matters approval to retam the land for amenity
purposes The cobbled area was a part of the origmal landscaping scheme though. There are no
trees on this strip of land and the swde road is used as an entrance to the garages of properties off
Milton Close It is difficult to argue that this piece of Jand at the side that 15 to be enclosed, fulfills
a necessary function as amenity land.

n. The contribution made by the site to the overall design, layout and symmetry of the
estate or locality,
Number 20 Milton Close 1s part of a row of four terraced properties and as such number 16 has a
similar arrangement. However, the landscaping scheme from the oniginal layout of the housing
estate shows no clear pattern or arrangement and 1t could be argued that the strip of land n question
makes 1o key contribution, particuiarly that element at the side to be enclosed

iit. Highway safety,
Since the County Surveyor holds no objections to the proposal as long as the conditions advised are
fulfilled clearty 1t 1s considered there is no detriment to highway safety.

iv. 'The design of any enclosure, wall or fence,

The area to be enclosed 1s to be done so by a 2m high brick wall. The materials and design of the
wall can be agreed with the Local Planming Authortty so as to ensure a high standard of design and
the longevity of the wall

vi. The retention of important amenity frees
There are no trees on the area of land proposed to be enclosed.

vii. The relevant provisions of Appendix 1.

The provisions of Appendix 1 continues the themes and objectives of policy H26 with regard to the
design and layout of an estate and 1is general character, highway safety means of enclosure and the
retention of trees. All of which have been dealt with 1n the text above

»  PAST CASES

There have been past cases elsewhere m the District which on their ments have been found fo be
acceptable or not dependmg on the particular circumstances involved, The most notable case of
relevance here was on this estate not far away.

ROC/76/87, Change of use of highway land to residentia) garden and erect 2 metre close boarded
fence, 11 Blackmore Walk, Rayleigh.
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7.13

7,14

7.15

This stte is within the same estate and was simularly a corner property  The application was refused
on the grounds that the application would detract from the open character and appearance of the
estate as well as giving rise to a precedent for other development elsewhere in the locality

The application was then taken to appeal where 1t was allowed

Conclusion

20 Milton Close 1s situated on a modern housing estate which 1n part is laid out on the principle of
pedestrian welkways to the front and vehicular access at the rear The application site adjoins an
access road to the garages of the properties located along popes walk and Barrymore Welk The
fronts of the properties have an attractrve character with grassed areas and maintamned front gardens,
It 15 important that the grassed area should be retained. However, the area that is proposed fo be
enclosed 1s currently cobbled, hard landscaping i relatively poor condition which is related to the
more enclosed vehicular side of the houses, characterised by a hard appearance of either garages or
fences.

The question of precedent has been taken xto consideration although the estate only has limited
areas of similar design but each case would be dealt with on 1ts merits

Recommendsation that this Committee resolves.

That the Corporate Director (Law, Planning and Administration) recommendation of approval
subject to the following heads of condrtions 15 agreed.

SC4 Time limits ~ full standard

SC14 Matenals to be used

No vehicles shall be parked on the area shown hatched on the approved plan,

SC68 Vehicular access — details

SC66 Pedestrian visibility splays

SC75 Parking & Turning Space (smended)

No development shall commence, before precise details (including surface finish) of the
provision for the parking of vehicles within the site have been submitted to and approved
writing by the Local Planning Authonty The site shall not be used for parking before any
scheme of details as may be agreed In writing with the Local Planning Authority, has been
implemented 1n 1ts entirety and made available for use Thereafter, such provision shall be
retamned and maintained in the approved form and used for no other purpose which would
impede the parking of vehicles

7 8SC19 PD Restricted Fences

8  SC16 PD Restricted - Hardsurfacing

[ N U RS S 'S N Y
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Committee Report

8.
To the meeting of. PLANNING SERVICES COMMITTEE
On - 17" JUNE 1999
Report of - CORPORATE DIRECTOR (LAW, PLANNING & ADMINISTRATION}
Title ERECT BARN FOR STORAGE PURPOSES . (DEMOLISH EXISTING
BUILDINGS)
SEARLES YARD, TRENDERS AVENUE, RAWRETH
Author ; Nick Barnes
Application No©  98/00523/FUL
Applicant SEARLES RECLATIMATION AND SALVAGE
Zoning METROPOLITAN GREEN BELT, LANDSCAPE IMPROVEMENT
AREA
Parish RAYLEIGH TOWN COUNCIL

Planning Apphcation Detauls

The proposal mvolves the demolitton of two existing and rather unsightly structures and their
replacement with & more traditronal building clad in black weatherboarding with a clay tile roof

Whilst the ridge height of the replacement at 5 metres (16 4 feet) 1s taller than highest part of the
existing buildings at 3 31 metres (10.85 feet) the floor area covered 15 identical. The onginal
drawing had indicated a ridge height of 6.7 metres (almost 22 feet} but this was reduced following
negofiations with the applicants

The building will be used for the same purposes as the existmg i e. the storage of building materials
n comnection with the lawful use of the site as a demolition contractors yard,

Relevant Plannmg History

This site and the yard to the south has a long and complex planning history mvolving established
use claims and protracted enforcement mvestigations culmmating 1n 1993 with a major Pubhe
Inquiry into the service of enforcement notices. The outcome of that Inquiry led to the up holding of
one of the enforcement notices for the manufacture and retailing of wooden furniture and then the
later 1ssue of a Lawful Development Certificate for the use of the site as demolition ¢ontractors
(LDC/0321/94/ROC refers).
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8.5  Very few of the buildings on site, including those now proposed to be replaced, were the subject of
express planning permission although they were, and contiue to be, immune from enforcement .
action by virtue of the “four year rule” 1 e they have been m existence m excess of four years

Consultations and Representations

86  Rawreth Parish Council — no obyections to oniginal or revised plans

Essex County Planner {Specialists Archaeological Advisor) confirms the moated site to the west of
8.7  the site will not be affected by the development and therefore hes no objections

88  No objections have been meade by the Environment Agency, Anglian Water, the County Surveyor or
the Head of Housing Health and Community Care although the latter suggests the mmposition of
standard informative no. SI 16 (Control of Nuisances)

Material Planning Considerations

|
8.9  The main 1ssue in this case revolves around whether such development 1s appropriate mn the Green .
Belt and whether there are any exceptional reasons why such works would be acceptable

8.10  Clearly, if this were a greenfield site Green Belt policy would normally dictate that such works
should be refused. However, as will be apparent from the above the site has a long established and
lawful commercial use with a2 number of existing buildings thereon Many of these buildings are of
a poor design being constructed mainly of corrugated metal sheeting, If permittad, the proposed will
result in the removal of two such structures and their replacement with a well designed buildmg
having the appearance of a traditional Essex barn As such this will enhance the appearance of the
area and although slightly taller will be of the same area as the existing,

8.11  As also mentioned above, from discussions with the applicants the originally proposed hesght has
been reduced and indications are that this is the first of a number of applications to rationalize the
layout of the site In the long term the view bemg taken 1s to replace the considerable amount of
unsightly buildings with more appropriate ones and provide proper on site parking and servicing
areas Indeed it 15 suggested that one or two additional parking spaces be provided under
recommended condrtion number 5 as a commencement to this concept

Congclusion .

8,12 Inview of these factors and the lack of amy objection from any other source it is felt that such works
are accepiable m the Green Belt. Appropriate conditions can be imposed as listed below to ensure
that the use of the building does not alter the overall sttuation on the site and the general appearance
of the site 15 enhanced.

Recommendation that this Commiitee resolves

8.13  The Corporate Director (Law, Planning and Administration) recommends that this application be
approved subject to the following conditions

SC4 Time Limits Full

SC10 Removal of Buildings

SC14 Materals to be used (externally)
SC 25 PD Restricted - Uses

SC75 Parking and Turning Space \\ .
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DELEGATED PLANNING DECISIONS - 17 JUNE 1999

[ have decided the following applications in accordance with the policy of delegation

ApplicationNo .  98/00721/FUL Decision:  Application Permitted

Location 25 Hawkwell Park Drive Hockley Essex

Proposal : Erect Two Storey Side and First Floor Rear Extensions Form Rooms in
Extended Roofspace with Dormers to Front and Rear. Ground Floor Bay
Window

Applicant : Mr And Mrs Faraway

ApplicationNo:  98/00734/FUL Decision,  Refuse Planning Permission

Location 24 The Chase Rayleigh Essex

Proposal ; Erect Dormer Window Extension to Rear

Applicant - Mr & Mrs Varrow

The proposed dormer, which would form an unattractive and bulky extension to the
dwelling, would be clearly visible from Leslie Road, a public thoroughfare, and as a
result would negatively impact upon the street scene. It also fauls to respect the scale,
form end character of the existing building and does not mantam substantial roof
verges to the top and bottom of the dormer. It is therefore not in accordance with the
desipn puidance given i policy H9 and A1 4.10 of the Rochford District Local Plan
First Review which state that "Tn proposals involving rooms In the roofs of dwellings,
any projecting walls or windows shall respect the scale, form and character of the
existing or proposed dwellings and shall ensure that substantial roof verges are

maintained at the sides and below any projecting dormer”.

This application 1s judged to be contrary to this guidance

Application No © 98/00735/FUL Deciston:  Application Permitted

Location : Lmden Lodge Church Walk Rochford

Proposal : Erect Substantill Ground Floor Swimming Pool Enclosure With
Utdity/Sitting Room Lk,

Applicant * Mr & Mrs N Rothme

ApplicationNo:  99/00039/FUL Decision Application Permitted

Location - 23-25 Spa Road Hockley Essex

Proposal : Varnation of Condition 04 Attached to Planming Permission Ref
CU/0105/98/ROC To Allow Bank Holiday Opening

Applicant : Mr C Walker

Application No:  99/00074/REM Decision;  Application Permitted

Location Land Corner Anchor Lane/ Rowan Way Canewdon

Proposal * Erect 3 x 2 Bed Terraced Houses (Demohsh Existing Garage) (Revised
Submussion Followmg Apphcation Ref RM/0546/98/ROC)

Apphcant : C Franklin
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Application No

Location *
Proposal :

Applicant :

Application No :

Location .
Proposal :

Applicant :

Application No :

Location .
Proposal .
Apphicant :

Application No ;

Location *
Proposal *
Applicant .

Application No :

Locatjon
Proposal -
Applicant *

Application No ;

Location
Proposal :
Applicant .
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99/00105/FUL Decision ,
54 Rectory Road Rochford Essex
Ground Floor Side and Rear Extension (Demolition of Existmg Store and
Car Port)

Application Permitted

Mr A Morley
99/00183/FUL Decision : Application Permitted
The Grange Lower Road Hockley

First Floor Extension to Rear, Detached Double Garage Ground Floor
Extension to Form Link to Existing Games Room

M Beal
99/00197/FUL Decision*  Application Permitted
4 Silverthorne Close Rochford Essex

Extension to Existing Front Dormer Window to Form Additional Room,
Mr & Mrs Elvidge

99/00210/FUL Decision:  Application Permitted
¢ Tudor Way Hockley Essex

Single Storey (Ground Floor) Rear Extension

P Waters

99/00214/FUL Decision:  Application Permitted

40 Mornington Avenue Rochford Essex
Ground Floor Rear Extension (Conservatory)

Mr M Packer
99/00215/FUL Decision:  Application Permitted
30 Glebe Drive Rayleigh Essex

Pitched Roof Over Existing Ground Floor Extension Porch
Ian Harrold




DELEGATED BUILDING REGULATIONS DECISIONS
REJECTIONS
17June 1999
Plao Number Address Description
99/132 18/20 South Street Conversion Back into Residential
Rochford Dwelling
99/148 Leyland Farm Detached Farm House
Lower Road
Hockley
931171 48 Sputhbourne Grove Rooms i Roof
Hockiey
99/172 15 Canute Close Room in Roof
Canewdon
99/180 Land Adlacent 17 Star Lane Erect Frame Industrial Building
Industrial Estate
Star Lane
Great Wakermg
99/190 83 Grasmere Avenue Rear Extension and Wmdow to Flank
Hullbridge
99/151 7 Windsor Gardens Rooms m Roof
Hockley
99/196 12 Woodlands Avenue Two Storey Side Extension
Rayleigh
99/199 5 Roach Avenue Side Extenston and Rear Dommer
Raylelgh Extension
99/200 8 Wammners Bridge Chase Side and Rear Extensions and Rooms in
Rochford Roof
99/202 30 Hillcrest Road Two Storey Side Extension
Hockley
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99/211 2 Wheatley Close Loft Converzion

Rochford
99/212 52 Kingswood Crescent Single Storey Rear Extension and
Rayleigh ’ Dormers m Front Elevation to Enlarge

Existing Eaves Space




DELEGATED BUILDING REGULATIONS DECISIONS

Plan Number

98/508 A

99/005

99/114

99117

99/132

991165

99/192

997205

99/206

90207

99/208

997209

96/223

APPROVALS

Address

197 Eastwood Road
Rayleigh

226 Greensward Lane

Hockley

35 Wellsfield
Rayleigh

100 Oxford Raad
Roochford

18/20 South Street
Rochford

Homelea
Canewdon Road
Rochford

109 Southend Road
Rochford

Rosemaie
Arterial Road
Rayleigh

110 Burnham Road
Hullbridge

108 Burnham Road
Hullbridge

2 Edward Close
Rochford

Rose Cottage
Durham Road
Rechford

11 Little Wheatley Chase

Rayleigh

17 June 1999
Description
New House
Smgle Storey Side Extension

Garage Conversion to Playroom

Convert Existing Roof From Hip to
Gable and Create Two Bedrooms and
One Shower Room Within

Conversion Back into Residential

Partial Demolition and Rebuild of Rear
Extension

Internal A lterations

Single Storey Rear Extension
Extend Dormer on Front Elevation
Extend Dormers on Front and Rear
Elevations and Extend Garage

Smgle Storey Rear Extension

Demolish Existing Bungalow and
Attached Garage and Erect
Replacement Bungalow with Garage

New House
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997245
98/259
99/266
99/273
99/72A
99775
9‘9}277
99/266
99/268
997221

99/220

12 Glenwood Avenue
Hockley

21 Woodlands Avenue
Rayleigh

54 Ashmgdon Road
Rochford

45 Central Avenne
Rochiford

2 Claybrick Avemue
Hockley

5 East Street
Rochford

Downhall ATE
25/31 Londen Road

Raylefgh
Berrys Arcade
High Street
Rayleigh

15 Milton Close
Rayleigh

26 King Henrys Drive
Rochford

Tarramurra
Princess Road

Rayleigh

Two Storey Extension
Dming Room Extetision to Rear

Side Exfension to Form Kitchen and
Store

Bungalow and Garage

Front and Rear Extensions and Intemal
Alterations

New Dwelling

Installation of Telecommumications
Equipment

Security Screens
Side Extension to Form Garage,

Playarea & Kitchen/Diner

Two Bungalows

Four Bungalows

o
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Committee Report

To the meeting of: TRANSPORTATION & ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES

On: ISTHJULY 1999
Report of: HEAD OF ADMINISTRATIVE AND MEMBER SERVICES
Title: MINUTES OF THE URGENCY SUB-COMMITTEE

Author: A Wyatt Report Approved By: ﬁm

At a Meeting held on 22nd June 1999, Present: Councillors A. Hosking, V.H. Leach, D.A. Weir.

Visiting Members by Invitation - Councillors Mrs. H.L.A. Glynn and R.E. Vingoe.
APPOINTMENT OF CHAIRMAN
Councillor A. Hosking was appointed Chairmsan of the Sub-Committes.

ENFORCEMENT OF PLANNING CONTROL - UNAUTHORISED IMPORTATION OF
CONSTRUCTION SPOIL AT PUDSEY HALL LANE COTTAGE, PUDSEY HALL LANE,
CANEWDON, ESSEX

The Sub-Commitiee considered the report of the Head of Planming Services which provided
MemberswnhdetmlsofareportwhrchwasbemgmbmlicdtoEsschoumyCouncﬂsPlanmng
Commuttee on Friday 25th June 1999 concemning the unauthorised importation of construction
spoil at Pudsey Hall Lane Cottage, Pudsey Hall Lane, Canewdon. Members noted that an
Urgency Sub-Committee had been convensd because a response needed to be submitted prior to
the Essex County Council Plannmg Meeting for it to be taken into consideration.

In noting the details of Essex County Council's report, Members considered that Rochford
Dastrict Council should strongly oppose the recommendation of Essex County Council Officers
and that a Stop Notice should be served immediately on the site owner, Mr D Fewings to prevent
any further importation and deposit of any waste whatsoever occurring at the site.

The above action was considered appropriate and justified, to avoid the further loss of amentty to
local residents, which the report accepted would take place if further lorry loads of "top soil
forming matenial” were mnported to the site. A further loss of amenity to these residents should
not be condoned. Concern was expressed about the term "top soil forming material” used n the
mport,whidcculdbehnp}iaitobefurdler"wastemamrial"mtherthanqualitytopsoi The
monitormg of this was questioned. Furthermore, both authorities agreed that these matters were
not agricultural permitted development. Indeed, the ADAS report confirmed that agncultural
improvements could have taken place on the land without the importation of any waste material.
In terms of the importation of hardcore, such waste must be tightly brought under Essex County
Council’s control, ctherwise there may well be a repeat of uncontrolled importation. No planming
consent had been granted for buildings, nor had any prior notification submission for any
roadway been received,
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The Sub-Commitiee was acutely aware, in the imterests of the integrity and credibility fo the
planning system, that this situation should be brought under appropriate control of Planmmg Law,
given that the site owner had deposited vast quantities of waste without the necessary planning
consent, not following ADAS practice and 1gnormng requests of the Environment Agency to cease
operations. It is considered the Local Planning Authority has a responsibility to all other
applicants and that the systern mmst be seen to deal with this in an even-handed manner, with a
deterrent effect to others who may consider similar transgression. On a show of hands, it was

Resolved
(1) That Essex County Council be advised that

"Rochford District Council strongly opposes the recommendation of Essex County Council
Officers and urge the immediate service of a Stop Notice against the landowner to prevent the
importation of any further waste onto the site. This should relats to construction spoit and any
other forms of waste; in particnlar, the Authority does not accept the suggestion in the report that
hardcore should be considered any differently from any other wasts, Indeed, Essex County
Council’s letter to the landowner dated 19th May 1999 confirmed that the importation of
hardcore consttuted "waste”. Action should be taken equally against this, especially given the
volume suggested in the report. A Stop Notice is appropriate as it has an immediate effect and
there is no right of appeal which could further delay appropriate intervention. Such a Notice
could inclnde those elements proposed in the Recommendation which endeavour to improve the
present condition of the land to an agricultural use but not imvolving the importation of any
forther material whatsoever, nor any lorry traffic movements to the site. The measures that would
be appropriate are:-

* By 31st December 1999 - scanfy/plough and seed the site.

* By 31stJuly 2000 - provide a scheme of sceding over the next three years for any areas
which require re-seeding.

*BySIStJul}'ZOOO-carrymnammeyofthesitctc;detenninememcessitytoinstaﬂ
sub-surface drainage and if appropriate, prepare a scheme for submission.

* By 31st July 2001 - implement the approved scheme of drainage (if amy).

* Between 1st August 2000 and 31st July 2003 - implement the agreed sceding regime, subject
to discussion with the Authority on an annual basis prior to next seasons planting.

* Not to allow any animals to graze the land during the period up to 31st July 2003 unless
agreed beforehand with the Authority.

(2) That the County Council as Highway Anﬂmntybcurgedtocxploreﬂ;cnmtcrsinrclaﬁ_on
tothepublicfootpaihandmkaappmpdat&cﬁougivcnthatﬂmdcvelopcrhasalm&dyc;rmd
out works which affect the public right of way as outlined in Section 4 of the report without
mcapp'opnﬂenxasumsmprmwfootpammandmisAmhoﬁtyanmdmmsmme
footpath at times has been physically blocked by the development. Therefore, the County
Council as Highway Authority is urged to explore the matter and take appropriate action.
(HPS)

The meeting closed at 7.15p.m.
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ROCHFORD DISTRICT COUNCIL
Minutes of the Council

At a Meetmg beld on 220d June 1999, Present: Councillors D.R. Helson (Chairmen),
R. Adams, R.S Allen, G C Angus, B.R. Ayling, D.E. Barnes, P.A. Beckers, C.I. Black,
T.G Cutmore, JM. Dickson, D.F. Flack, D.M. Ford, Mrs. J.E. Ford, G. Fox,

KA. Gibbs, Mrs I M, Gales, J.E. Grey, Mrs, HL.A. Glynn, Mrs. J. Hall, N. Harris,
Mrs EM. Hart, Mrs. J Helson, A. Hosking, Mrs. A.R. Hutchings, V.D. Hutchings,
C.C. Langlands, V.H. Leach, Mrs. 8.1, Lemon, T. Livings, G.A. Mockford,

C.R. Morgan, R.A. Pearson, P.D. Stebbing, Mrs. W.M. Stevenson, Mrs. M.S. Vince,
R.E. Vingoe, Mrs. M.J. Webster, P.F.A. Webster, D.A. Weir and Mrs. MLA. Weir.

254. MINUTES

Resolved that the Minntes of the Mesting of 20th April 1999 and Anmual Meeting of
20th May 1999 be approved as correct records and signed by the Chairman.

255. MEMBERS’INTERESTS

The interests recorded in the Minutes to be received and considered by Council were
taken as read.

(i) Councillors R.S. Allen, P.A. Beckers, Mrs. H.L.A, Glynn and G.A. Mockford each
declared pecuniary interests in Mimuies 201 and 202 of the Transportanon and
Environmental Services Committes by virtue of either holding or being closely related
to disabled badge holders. They left the Meeting during consideration thereof.

(1) Comncillor D.E. Bamnes declared 2 non pecuniary interest in Finance and General
Purposes Minute 238 as 1t related to Mmute 242 of the Corporate Resources
Sub-Committee by virtue of membership of Rayleigh Town Council and took no part in
the votng thereon,

(iti) Councillor Mrs, J. Helson declared & non pecuniary intarest in Finance and General
Purposes Minute 238 as it related to Minute 242 of the Corporate Resources
Sub-Committes by virtue of her role as Chairman of Rayleigh Town Council.

(1v) Councillor C.I. Black declared a non pecuniary inferest in Finance and General
Purposes Minute 238 as it related to Mmute 242 of the Corporate Resources
Sub-Committee by virtne of membership of Rayleigh Town Council. He also declared
a non pecuniary nterest ;n Minute 220 of the Community Services Committee by virtue
of his son’s attendance at a Primary School.

(v} Councillor Mrs. S.J. Lemon declared an interest in any discussion relating to Civic
amenity sites by virtue of her role as Trustee of Cedars,

(vi) Councillor Mrs. JM, Giles declared an interest in any discussion relating to Civic
amenity sites by virtue of her mvolvement with the Rayleigh Retired Residents Centre.

(vif) Councillor P.D. Stebbing declared a remote non pecuniary mterest in Minutes 201
and 202 of the Transportation and Environmental Services Committee by virtue of his
role as Chairman of Southend Disabled Sports Association

(viii) Councillor Mrs, M.S. Vince declared a non pecuniary mterest in Minute 220 of the
Commumty Services Committee by virtue of her role as Governor of Doggetts School.

(ix) Councillors G Fox and Mrs EM. Hart each declared a non pecuniary interest by
virtue of their roles as Members of Essex County Council.

256. CHAIRMAN'S ANNOUNCEMENTS

(1) The Chairman welcomed Mr AW, Smuth, the recently appointed Head of
Admimstrative and Member Services, to s first Meeting of Full Council 587
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(i) The Chawrman reported on hus attendance at a number of functions includmg: -

- The launch of Essex Business Networkmg,

- A Royal National Institote for the Blind Awareness Day.

- Opening of new facihities at Southend Airport.

- A talk on the District to the Salvation Army Friendship Club.

- An evening at the South East Essex Junior Skills Music Festival at which five
schools from the District were performing.

(iif) The Chairman announced that the Leukeermia Unit 2000 Appeal was his selected
charity for the forthcoming Mumcipa] Year.

257. PETITION - LAND AT BLATCHES FARM, EASTWOOD

Pursuant to Standmg Order 11, Council received a petiion from
Councillor P.F.A. Webster containmg more than 1,600 signatures. The petition had
been arranged by The Fniends of Blatches Farm and cailed on the Council to purchase
the Blatches Farm land currently bemg sold by Essex County Council and retam 1t for
the people as public open space. The Chairman indicated that he had already received
two pages of the petiion and had forwarded them to the Chief Executive.

By way of supporting remarks, Councillor Webster wished to emphasise that the
signatoties to the petitton came from a broad geographical area representing a wide
cross-section of opinion. The Council had a unique opportumity to address what could
be seen as an mmportant non-political matter.

In recerving the petition, the Chairman confirmed that consideration would be given to
the Blatches Farm site later in the Mesting

258, COMMITTEE MINUTES
Resolved

(1) that, subject to any amendments below, the Minutes of Committees be received and
the Recommendations contained therein adopted.

(2) that the Common Seal of the Council be affixed to any document necessary to give
effect to decisions taken or approved by the Council in thess Minutes

Committee Date Mimte No.
PLANNING SERVICES 269th April 1999 161 - 164
PLANNING SERVICES 27th May 1999 175-181
AUDIT SERVICES 1st June 1999 182-192

Minute 185 - Appointment of Urgency Sub-Committes

On reaching Minute 185, 1t was moved by Councillor V.H. Leach and seconded by
Councillor D.E. Barnes that, 1n view of recent Officer correspondence identifying the
need to amend the way that Meetings of Urgency Sub-Comnuttees are convened, this
matter should be referred to the Structural and Procedural Review Working Group to
enable a review of Urgency Sub-Comumiitee arrangements. Councillor Barnes referred
to the potential vatue of ascertaimng the approach taken by Authorities in other areas of
the country.

The amendment was lost on a show of hands and it was:-

Resolved
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That Standing Order 17(1) be suspended in order to allow the Audit Services Urgency
Sub-Commuttes to comprise one represemtatrve each from the Conservative, Labour and
Liberal Democrat Groups. (HAMS)

TRANSPORTATION & ENVIRONMENTAL  3rd June 1999 193 - 206
SERVICES

Minute 201 - Rayleigh Town Centre - Proposed Variation to Existing Waiting
Restrictions

Pursuant to Standing Order 18(6), a requisiton had been received in the names of
Councillors Mrs, M.A. Weir, D.M. Ford and Mrs. J Ford requiring that Minute 201 be
referred to.Full Councrl for decision,

By way of supporting remarks, Councillor Mrs Weir confirmed that the Members
requesting Mmute referral had felt that parking for the disabled should be provided for
within the Boots Lagoon area and that the proposed one hour warting restriction for the

disabled was inadequate,

In responding to Member questions, Mr N, McCulloch, the County Council’s District
Manager advised that:-

(1) 1t would be of value for the County Council to have a clear mdication of local
views.

(ii) proposals, as submitted to the Transportation & Environmental Services
Committee, did include 2 period of review.

(1ii) as far as he was aware, the County Council had not undertaken research into
optumum waiting times for disabled drivers.

(iv) whilst further investigation would be required on the precise legal position,
provision could probably be made for disabled parking within the lagoon area without
the need for further formal notice procedures to be mtroduced.

In sopport of the decision made by the Transportation & Environmental Services
Committee, reference was made to earlier County Council documentation and the work
of the Rayleigh Town Centre Forum from which it was apparent that the lagoon area
would be best suited to taxis. The police had also given advice that the lagoon area
should be for taxis and therr accessfegress. There would be value in commencing
proposals with a review of the taxi and parking sitnation in three months time The
District was constantly mindful of the needs of the disabled, being a caring Authority
pro-active in enabling the provision of disabled taxi vehicles. Reference was also made
to the mconsistent nature of the County Council’s approach to this matter.

In support of amending the proposals, reference was mads to the value of disabled
persons being able to park close to facilities within the Boots lagoon area and to the
need for realistic waiting times. A Member wished to emphasise the importance of
maxinusing access to facilities within the community

A Motion was moved by Councillor D.A. Weir and seconded by Councillor G. Fox that
Resolntion (1) of Minute 201 be amended so that reference to the non-inclusion of
disabled parlang bays within the Boots lagoon was deleted and Resolution (2} of Mimite
201 be amended to provide for the variation of parking restrictions to three hours for the
disabled. On a requisttion pursuant to Standing Order 24(2), a recorded vote was taken
on each amendment as follows*-

Amendment to Resolution (1)

For Councillors R. Adams, GC Angus, B.R, Ayling,
(25) C.I. Black, T.G. Cutmore, J.M. Dickson,
D.F. Flack, D.M. Ford, Mrs ] E. Ford, G. Fox,
K.A. Gibbs, 1.E. Grey, Mrs. EM. Hart,
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D R. Helson, Mrs A. Hutchings, V.D Hutchings, -
C.R. Morgan, R_A. Pearson, P.D. Stebbmg,

Mis. WM., Stevenson, Mrs. M.S. Vince,

R.E. Vingoe, P.F.A. Webster, D.A, Wer and

Mrs. M.A. Werr,
Against Conncillors D.E. Barnes, Mrs. J.M. Gules,
(10 Mrs. J. Hall, N Harns, Mrs. J. Helson,

A. Hosking, C.C. Langlands, V.H Leach,
Mirs. S.J. Lemon, Mrs. M.J. Webster,

Abstentions Councillor T. Livings.
@

Note:

Councillors D.E. Barnes and Mrs, M.J, Webster wished it to be recorded that they had
voted agamst this amendment m view of Police advice with regard to the lagoon area.

Amendment to Resohation (2)

For Councillors R. Adams, G.C. Angus, B.R. Aylng, .
3D D.E. Barnes, C.1, Black, T.G. Cutmore,
J M. Dickson, D.F. Flack, D.M. Ford,
Mrs JE. Ford, G. Fox, K.A. Gibbs, 1.E. Grey,
Mirs. JHall, N. Harris, Mrs. EM. Hart,
D.R. Helson, Mrs J. Helson, A, Hosking,
Mrs. A R. Hutchings, V.D. Hutchings,
C.C. Langlands, C.R. Morgan, R.A. Pearson,
P.D. Stebbing, Mrs. W.M, Stevenson,
Mrs. M.§ Vinee, R.E. Vingoe, P.F A, Webster,
D.A. Weir and Mrs. M.A, Weir.

Against Councillors Mrs. .M. Giles, V.H. Leach and
3 Mrs. SJ. Lemon,.

Abstentions Councillors T. Livings and Mrs. M.J. Webster.

@ .
Both amendments were declared carried aod it was.-

Resolved

(1) that the current Traffic Regulation Order be part varied and part sealed to include the

proposals as detailed at Appendix A of the report and shown on drawing

2080/99/C060B.

(2) that parking restrictions be varied to three hours for the disabled in the designated
bays.

(3) that a review of the Traffic Reguiation Order be undertaken after 12 months.

Minute 202 - Rayleigh Town Centre: Traffic Survey Update/Junction Stody at Church
Street.
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Pursuant to Standing Order 18(6), a requisinon had been received n the names of
Councillors  Mrs.J Heison, D.E.Bames, V.H.Leach, Mrs. M.J Webster and
C.C. Langlands requiring that Minute 202 be referred to Full Council for decision

The County Council's Area Transportation Manager indicated that the report subrmitted
to the Transportation and Environmental Services Commuttes shonld, in fact, have
mdicated that the matter was for note only

A number of Members expressed disappomntment at the County Council’s posmion.
Reference was made to extensive work undertaken by local Members on the basis that a
decison could be influenced and to conflicting County Council advice given with
regard to this location, In view of concern at the County Council’s poor handling of this
matter Councillor C.C. Langlands and Councillor Mrs. M.J, Webster announced their
resignation from the Town Centre Forum. Councillor D.E Barnes also wished to
register lus concern at the County Council handling of this matter.

In responding to Member questions, the County District Manager advised that an
objective of the County Council was to reduce, or at least imit, traffic growth where
possible.

Council concurred with the view of a Member that, in view of indications that drivers
were 1gnoring traffic hghts at this location, the County should be asked to consider the
introduction of a red traffic signal camera.

Resolved

(1) That the report of the Area Transportation Manager, Essex County Council on the
traffic study update/junction study at Church Street, Rayleigh be noted

(2) That the County Council be requested to consider the introdaction of a red traffic
signal camera at this location,

COMMUNITY SERVICES 8th June 1999 207-229
Mimute 220 - Summer Playscheme Swimming Provision

NOTE: Councillor Mrs. S.J Lemon declared & non pecumary interest in this Item by
virtue of her role as Governor of Downhall Park School.

In accordance with the decision of the Community Services Committee Council
considered the report of the Head of Leisure and Client Services originally submutted to
the Committee together with an Addendum report providing further information
regarding the Summer Playscheme Swimming Provision Initiative,

Council was pleased to note the inclusion of further schools within the scheme In
terms of individual schools, a Member expressed concern that there was not provision
for at least two sessions at Great Wakering and at the need for some children to pay for
bus transport. A motion was moved by Councillor Mrs. J, Helson and seconded by
Councillor Mrs. S.J. Lemon with a view to ensuring that, where a child was in
possession of an appropriate bus ticket, the swimming fee would be waived The
motion was extended to take account of the additional comments of a Member with
regard to the value of transportation arrangements being extended to mclude Hullbridge
School children in the scheme for at least one day per week (subject to budget
restrictions). Reference was made to the need to ensure that booking systems and post
session transportation arrangements were also satisfactory.

Resolved

(1) That the Summer Swimming Scheme, as amended, be agreed, subject to Officers
reporting to the Community Services Urgency Sub-Commuitiee on transport
arrangements with a view to ensuring that those children having to use bus transport are
not penalised financially and that arrangements enable the mclusion of Hullbondge
School children in the Scheme for at least one day per week.
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(2) That Officers report back to-a future Mesting of the Community Services
Cornmittee on the success of the scheme, (33556)(HLCS)

FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES  15th June 1999 230-249
COMMITTEE

hﬁnﬂtﬁﬁB-RclannngQrporatcRemccsSub—ComnﬁtteeL{thcMZ-
Millennium Clock, Rayleigh.

It was noted that the Crest of Haltern was now to go on one side of the proposed
Millemium Clock.  An amendment to Minute 238, moved by Councillor
P.F.A. Webster and seconded by Councillor R. Adams, was won on a show of hands
and it was:- :

Resolved

That the Council pursues the proposal for the District Council's Coat of Arms to be
attached to one side of the new Rayleigh Millennium Clock subject to the cost of £1,023
being funded through an application to the Millennium Fund set aside by the County
Council. (HCP)

Minnte 243 - Blatches Farm, Eastwood

NOTE: Councillor G. Fox declared & non pecuriary interest in this Itemn as the land at
Blatches Farm fell within the Division he served as a County Councillor.

Pursuant to Standing Order 18(6), a requisition had been received m the names of
Councillors Mrs. J.M. Giles, Mrs, J. Hall and V.H. Leach requiring that Minute 243 be
referred to Full Council for decision.

The Chief Executive reported that, since the Meeting the Finance and General Purposes
Committee, written contact had been made with leaders of the pohiical groups on the
County Councit, relevant Comrmttee Chairmen, the County Chief Executive and the
County Property Services Officer. A Member Level Meeting with the County Council
had been requested. In terms of feedback, it was understood that Southend on Sea
Borough Council would be formally considering their position concerning the Blatches
Farm site in due course. Copy comespondence received from the County Council’s
Property Services Officer indicated that the District would need to provide a defimite
response on this land prior to the end of June. Should the District not have
communicated an interest by this tune, the County Council could offer the land to a
wider arena,

Prior to detailed debate, there was a short recess to enable all Members to read the notes
of a Meeting to discuss the future of Blatches Farmn held on Monday 21st June 1999.
The meeting had been convened m order to give Councils with an interest n the future
of the land at Blatches Farm the opportunity to meet with representatives of the
Woodlang Trust to discuss the possible future use of the land.

On reconvening, Council was pleased to note both the consensus reached at the
inter-Council Meeting of 21st June and the respomse from Southend on Sea Borough
Council. It was clear that, in principle, all Members were in favour of maintaining the
land m pubhic ownership to safeguard its long term future from any potental
development threat. A Member referred to the value of developing a working
relationship with all interested parties. Such an approach could assist in the formulation
of financial options and, at this stage, possibilities with regard to public subscription
should not be discountad. Reference was also made to the value of a Member site visit
and consultation with the Police to ascertain any views they may have with regard to
site options.

In response to questions, the Chief Executive advised that, at this stage, two
Environmental Trusts had been earmarked as potential sources of funding. A number of
Members indicated that informal commumnication with County Council Member
colleagues had proved posttive.

- 592




An amendrnent to aspects of the wording in Resolution (1) of Minute 243, moved by
Councillor V.H Leach and seconded by Councillor Mirs, HL.A. Glynn, was agreed. It
was also agreed that the proposals for future action, suggested at the Inter-Council
Meeting of 21st June, should be endorsed and that awrthority should be delegated to the
Chsef Executive to consult with the Woodlands Trust as appropnate.

Resolved

(1) That this Council set up a Working Party with the objective of securing the land at
Blatches Farm, Eastwood from future development to sustain 1t for the benefit of the
people of the area. The Working Party to involve all interested parties m the
negotiations and to talk to the County Council, including contact with the appropriate
County Committee Chairman,

(2) That District Council representafion on the Workmg Party comprise two Liberal
Democrat, two Labour, two Conservative and one Hockley Residents Association
(nomuness to be supplied by Group Leaders)

(3) That Officers of the District Council work with the Woodland Trust to prepare
proposals that could be brought back quickly to a future Meeting of the Partners present
at the Inter-Counncil Meeting of 21st June The proposals can then be considered further
as a basis for discussion with the County Council.

(4) That Anthority be delegated to the Chief Executive to consult with the Woodland
Trust as appropriate. (CE)

Minute 245 - Former Park School - Future Use

Pursuant to Standing Order 18(6) a requisition had been received in the names of
Councillors C.I Black, Mrs JM Giles and Mrs. S.J Lemon requinng that Mimute 245
be referred to Full Council for decision.

A motion, moved by Councillr CJI. Black and seconded by Councillor
Mrs, S.J. Lemon, that the pennltimate sentence of the resolution in Minute 245 be
adjusted to read "The Council considars that educattonal and recreational uses are best
suited here and that part of a site might be suitable for an additional Civic Amenity
Centre serving western Rayleigh and Rawreth” was lost on a show of hands, A further
motion, moved by Councillor Mrs.JM Giles and seconded by Councillor
Mrs. A.R. Hutchungs, that the word “"should” in the final paragraph of the resolution to
Minute 245 should be replaced with the word "might” was won on a show of hands and
it was:-

Resolved

That Western Rayleigh and Rawreth have been badly affected in the last ten years by
the amount of housing that was allowed by the District Plan. In particular, roads such
as Rawreth Lane have become much buster, our Primary Schools have at times been
under pressure and the general amenity of the area has suffered. There is also no need
to allocate any more land for housing m our District.

For these reasons this Council totally opposes any use of the site of the former Park
School for housing or industrial purposes. The Council considers that educational and
recreational uses are best suited here and that part of the site might be used to provide a
Civic Amemty Centre. The Council will negouate with the County Council and
interested parties accordingly.

PLANNING SERVICES 17th June 1999 250-253

NOTICES OF MOTION
(1} From Councillors Mrs. HIL A. Glynn and Mrs. M.S. Vince
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The Proper Officer reported that the following Notice of Motion had been received from
Councillors Mrs H.L.A. Glynn and Mrs. M. S. Vince.-

"The land adjacent to Oxford Parade, Ashingdon Road, Rochford formerly held umder
heence by Rochford District Council from the Squires (farmers) Estate, be left in
abeyance vatil the use of this land be reviewed and mcluded as part of a strategic area
for parking within the District”,

The Motion was moved by Councillor Mrs. HL.A. Glynn and seconded by
Councillor Mrs. M.S, Vince and it was:-

Resolved

That the Motion stands referred to the Tramsportation & Environmental Services
Comumittes. (HAMS)

(ii) From Councillors Mrs. J. Helson and Mrs. IM. Giles

NOTE: Councillor D.E. Barnes declared 2 non-pecuniary intersst in tins matter by
virtue of his role as Chairman of Rayleigh Age Concern.

The Proper Officer reportsd on a Notice of Motion received from
Councillors Mrs. I. Helson and Mrs. I M. Giles and relating to the barriers at the Castle
Road Civic Amenity site, Rayleigh,

It was agread that the Motion be determined at the Meeting.

During debate, Members expressed particular concern that barrier arrangements
appeared to contradict the ethos of Civic Amenrty site facilities and differed from site
access arrangements made available in other parts of the County. Particular concem
was expressed about the need to resolve problems of access/egress being experienced by
Rayleigh Retired Residents Centre. The motion was agreed and 1t was:-

Resolved

That thes Council strongly urges Essex County Council to seriously reconsider the
placmg of barriers at Castle Road Civic Amenity site as extensive tailbacks of traffic are
occurning m Castle Road and Daws Heath Road to the detriment of both motorists and
pedestrians and the impeding of access and egress to Castle Hall Rayleigh Retired
Residents Centre and Cedars Hall.

260. MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE MILL HALL WORKING PARTY HELD
ON 16TH JUNE 1999

Council considered the appended Minutes and the Recommendations contained therein,
Minute 31 - Miil Hall Development

In responding to Member questions, the Corporate Director (Finance & External
Services) confirmed that designs would be produced i house but that actual work
would be contracted out. Designs and specifications would be submitted to the
Working Party and all documentation would be available for mspection by interested
Councillors

During debate, Council endorsed the view of a Member that 1t would be appropriate to
review the titles given to the subsidiary bodies of Council Committzes with a view to
achieving consistency and using the term ‘Sub-Commitee’ wherever possible. The
Chief Executive mdicated that he would submut a report to the appropriate Commutiee,
which would include a review of the terms of reference and scope of some of the
subsihary bodies

A Motion, moved by CouncillorMrs.JM. Giles and seconded by

Councillor Mrs. J. Helson, that the Mill Hall Working Party have delegated authorty to
proceed with the implementation of items 1 to 6 as set out in s Recommendations,
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261,

262

subject to costs being contained in the overall budget provision for the project, was Jost
on 2 show of hands,

Resolved
(1) That the Mall Hall toilets should be available for public use.

(2) That a cloakroom should not be included m the refurbishment proposals, but an
appropnately supervised portable clothing raif should be used instead.

(3) That the onginal proposal by Gibson Hamilton Partnership for a creche facility
shonid be supported, 1ts s1ze to be appropriate to the overall design for Mill Hall

(4) That a centrally jocated reception desk, incorporating e staff working area, be
provided.

(5) That the instailation of a modern automatic fire alarm and detection system be
inchuded in the proposed redevelopment of the Mill Hail.

(6) That a cinema facility, includmg a plasma screen, be located in the upstairs lounge.
(7) That, m the light of decisions made in Recommendations 1 to 4, a further report be
brought back to the Working Party outlining & plan of action for the implementation of
the scheme, to mnclude costings and timeseales. (HLCS)

Minute 32 - Business Plans

In response to Member questions, the Corporate Director (Finance & External Services)
advised on the high level of fimsh which wonld bt expected 1n any restoration work at
this public building. Council agreed an additton to Minute 32 suggested by
Councillor Mrs, J.M. Giles and it was -

Resolved

(1) That advice be sought from specialists in the restoration of historic burdmgs
concerning the financial and other implications of the refurbishment of the Sports and
Social Club,

(2) That the advice sought in (1) above be reported to the next Meeting of the Mill Hall
Working Party to be held on 22nd July 1999 and the costs of obtamning the adviee be
met from the Special Projects Reserve, (CD{(F&ES))

GROUP LEADERS PANEL - TERMS OF REFERENCE AND OPERATION

Council considered the report of the Chief Executive setting out the Terms of Reference
and methods of operation for the Group Leaders Panel.

Resolved

That the Terms of Reference outlined in Appendix 1 of the Chief Executive’s report be
agreed (CE/HAMS)

EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC

Resolved

That, under Section 100(A)Y4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the public be
excluded from the Meeting for the followmg item of business on the grounds that it

volves the likely disclosure of Exempt Information as defined in Paragraph 9 of Part |
of Schedule 12A of the Act.
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263.

BLATCHES FARM - REPORT ON FINANCJAL OPTIONS

NOTE: The Charrmar dmutted this 1tem of business as urgent m view of the decision
making umescale

Council concurred with the view of a Member regarding the value of an early report on
passtble financial options available to the Council with regard to the Blatches Farm site
and 1t was -

Resolved

That a confidential report be submutted to the forthcoming Meeting of the Member

Budget Monitoring Working Group outhming the possible financial options available to
the Counci] with regard to the Blatches Farm site, Eastwood. (CD{F&ES)

The Meeting closed at 11.35pm

|
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Committee Report

To the meeting of: COMMUNITY SERVICES
On: 13TH JULY 1999
Report of: HEAD OF ADMINISTRATIVE & MEMBER SERVICES

Title:

Anthor:

MINUTES OF THE COMMUNITY SAFETY SUB-COMMITTEE

o s A

8(Gii)

At a Meeting held on 23rd June 1999. Present: Councillors T.G. Cutmore, J.M. Dickson,
DM. Ford, K.A. Gibbs, D.R. Helson, Mrs, J. Helson, V.D. Hufchings, R.A. Pearson,
Mrs. W.M. Stevenson, Mis. M.S, Vince and Mrs. M.J. Webster.

Apalogies: Councillors D.E. Barnes and P.A, Beckers.

114,

115

116.

117.

118.

APPOINTMENT OF CHATRMAN

Councillor ] M Dickson was appomted Chairman for the duration of the Meeting, -
MINUTES

The Minutes of the Meeting of 10th March 1999 were approved as a correct record.
MEMBERS’ INTERESTS

Councillor K A Gibbs declared a Non-Pecuniary Interest in the items "Dommestic
Violence Co-ordinator Interim Progress Report” (Mimute 120) and "Survey of Reported
Incidents of Domestic Violence within the Rochford District Council Area for the
Municipal Year ended March 1999 (Minute 121) by virtne of his work in relation to
the subject.

TERMS OF REFERENCE

The Sub-Committee noted the terms of reference in relation to the Commumnity Safety
Sub-Comnuttee,

CRIME AND DISORDER REDUCTION STRATEGY: PUBLIC AWARENESS

Note: Councillor D R Helson declared a non-pecuniary miterest by virtue of being a
member of Rochford Sports Council.

The Sub-Commuttee considered the report of the Head of Corporate Policy & Initistives
which sought Member approval for a programme of public awareness campaigns and
funding to achieve 'the objective. In endorsing the proposals to use Rayleigh and
Rochford Markets to promote the Crmme & Disorder Reduction Strategy Members

8
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considered that Parish Councils shonld be approached to investigate possible additional
verues for the scheme, The following were suggested as possible venpes/events:-

The area directly in front of Rochford Library,
Hullbridge Charity Show

Rochford Sports Council Final on 17th July
Somerfield Store, Rayleigh.

In answer to Members’ questions on the possible use for the mobile exhibition unit, the
Sub-Committee was advised that money had been set aside for the purchase of such a
unit Essex Police no longer had such facilities.

The Police advised the Sub-Committee that where prior nofification was recerved,
subject to resources, there would be Police attendance if requested. Members
considered that any Police attendance should be on a non-uniform basts.

It was considered appropdate to bring this matter before an Urgency Sub-Commuttee to
allow sufficient lead-in time for preparatory work to be carmed out prior to the Rochford
Sports Council Final on 17th July 1999.

A Motion was put by Councillor D R Helson and seconded by Councillor K A Gibbs
and an amendment moved by Councillor Mrs WM Stevenson and seconded by
Councillor Mrs M S Vince was won on a show of hands and it was

RECOMMENDED

(1) That the proposals to raise pubhc awareness as outlined in the report of the Head of
Corporate Policy & Initiatives be agreed.

(2) That an amount of £500 for provision of publicity material be agreed.

(3) That Rochford Sports Council Final on 17th July 1999 be used as the first vemrue for
the promotion of the Crime & Disorder Reduction Strategy.

(4) That a series of smiable "upbeat™ press releases, suited to the occasion, be issued
prior to events to encourage attendance.

(5) That the maiter be reported to an Urgency Sub-Commuttee to allow snfficient lead-in
tume for preparatory work to be carried out prior to the Rochford Sports Council final on
17th July 1999. (HCFI)

RAYLEIGH POLICE DIVISION - ANNUAL POLICING PLAN

The Sub-Commiftee considered the report of the Head of Corporate Policy & Initiatives
which advised Members of Rayleigh Police Division Annual Policing Plan for the year
1999/2000.

Inspector Bill Coady from Essex Police attended the Meeting to update Members on the
objectives set for Rayleigh Division contained within the plan and also to answer
Members’' questions.  Questions were answered specifically in relation to the
following:-

Under age drmking and the "Prove It" scheme.

Mobile CCTYV,

Fear of burglary mcluding victims of doorstep crime.

Drug awareness.

The scheme currently running in Hockley of business-to-business contact in cases of
Age Concem door stickers stating "Nothing bought at this door”.

9



120

121.

i3

Harassment of all kinds.

Problems experienced in accessing Police, not using the "999" routs

Members thanked Inspector Coady for tus presentation who then left the Meeting.
RECOMMENDED

That the report be received.

DOMESTIC YIOLENCE CO-ORDINATOR’S INTERIM PROGRESS REPORT

The Sub-Commuttee considered the report of the Head of Corporate Policy & Initiatives
which appraised Members of the current progress regarding the work of the Domestic
Violence Project Co-ordinator and sought approval for actions outlined under the way
forward. In notmg the progress to date, including working with schools and the eldedy
as well as beginning work with sthic minorities and the gay and lesbian commmnities,
Members endorsed the proposals cutlmed in the way forward namely:- a seres of
articles i Rochford District Matters and the Local Press on the subject, the extension of
the primary school education programme and specialist talks for the elderly. It was
further endorsed that a progress report be made in Noveniber.

RECOMMENDED

That the actions outlined under the way forward be agreed. (HCPT)

SURVEY OF REPORTED INCIDENTS OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE WITHIN THE
ROCHFORD DISTRICT COUNCIL AREA FOR THE MUNICIPAL YEAR ENDED
MARCH 1999

The Sub-Committee considered the report of the Head of Corporate Policy & Initiatives
whchappnsedMembcrsafthcfachunmmdmgmpomdmmdwtsofdomsuc
violence for the year ended March 1999,

In noting the statistical data with regard to Domestic Violence for the year, Members
endorsed the proposed way forward outlined in the report and on a show of hands it was

RECOMMENDED
That the report be noted. (HCPI)

The Meeting closed at 9.55pm.
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Committee Report g

Rochford District Councal

To the meeting of TRANSPORTATION AND ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES
On: 15TH JULY 1999

Report of HEAD OF ADMINISTRATIVE & MEMBER SERVICES
Title: MINUTES OF THE PLANNING POLICY SUB-COMMITTEE

AN
Author G P Brazendale " Report Approved BWM\M

At a Meetmg held on 24th June 1999. Present. Councillors D.A Werr (Chairman), C I Black,
IM Dickson, DM.Ford, KA Gibbs, Mrs JM. Giles, V.D.Hutchings, CC Langlands,
Mrs SJ. Lemon, R A Pearson, Mrs M.J Webster and Mrs. M A Werr

Visiing Member: Councillor T Cutmore

MINUTES

The Minutes of the Meeting held on 26th May 1999 were approved as a correct record
MATTERS ARISING

There were two matters arising, as follows

D Tt was confirmed that, followmg a revision to the origmnal nommation, the Member on
the Sub-Committee for the Hockley Residents Associaton would be Councillor
Y D. Hutchings; his substitute would be Councillor R.E. Vingoe.

11) In reply to a question from Councillor T Cutmore, 1t was confirmed that, although
Transportation and Environmental Services Committee had resolved to appoint an
adviser to the Sub-Comnuttee representing the Rochford Hundred Association of Local
Counculs, notification of the Association’s appointee had yet to be received.

MEMBERS’ INTERESTS

Non-pecumary interests were declared by Councillors Mrs. SJ. Lemon and R.A Pearson due fo
their association with Ford Motor Company,

PROPOSALS FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE ROCHFORD BUSINESS PARK

The Charrman explamed that the Meeting would compnise a presentation concerning proposals
for the development of the Business Park, following which Members would have the opportumty
to submut questions and to consider the proposals 1n more detail It was pomfed out that the
Sub-Commuttee’s remit was to consider and evaluate the proposals, and that a formal
recomnmendation to the Transportation and Environmental Services Commiritee would not be
appropriate, The following visitors, who had been invited to make the presentstion, were
mtroduced
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Mr Chnis Brown, Propetty Consultant, EIC Management Limited
Mr Clive Lucas, Managing Inrector, EIC Management Lirmted
Mr Philip Mascall, Charrman/Managing Director of Essex Ford.

Mr David Hall from Essex County Council’s Property Services Department was also present,
though attending the Meeting as a member of the public,

Mr Lucas began by outlimmg the background to his company’s interest in the site, and the plans
for its redevelopment. Tt was explamed that the Business Park, which comprises 28 acres, is m
the ownership of Essex County Council which is currently considermg the site's disposal to a
number of potential purchasers, mcluding EIC Management Limuted. The land had been
designated B1/B8 in the Structure Plan, corresponding to industrial/warehouse use, but it
currently lacked the infrastructure necessary to attract potential occupiers Mr Lucas explamed
that it would be his company’s intention to make the imitial investment to provide the necessary
services, and then to attract suitable users. An mittal marketing exercise had atiracted strong
mierest from Ford, Toyota and Nissan to establish outlets on the site, and these three combmed
would occupy eight acres of the site. The Business Park’s geographucal location was considered
to be advantageously central to these dealers’ sales terrores. It was anticipated that these
occupiers would provide employment for approximately 180 people, and that there would be
significant mvestment mn premises and associated facdities. It was pomted out that motor
dealerships have therr own planning designation, and would not, therefore, fall strictly within the
uses of the site 1dentified within the Local Plan, equally, however, such proposals would not
necessanly conflict with the designated light indostrial/warehouse land use. The Sub-Conumittee
wag provided with a letter from Essex County Council which broadly supported occupation of a
limited part of the site by non B1/B§ categories, recognising that it would only be such users that
could provide the necessary mirastructure mvestment, which would thereby enhance the overall
atiractiveness of the site for other investors

Mr Lucas also mformed Members that Lentern Aurcraft had expressed an mterest 1 establishing a
three acre unit on the site for which, agam, the proposed investiment 1n infrastructure would be
essential It was anticipated that the remainder of the site, comprising 17 acres, would take
between five and ten years to fill, the mam interest likely to anse from companies already located
withm the area.

Mr Mascall, whose company 1s a franchised main Ford dealer, then provided the Sub-Committee
with some more detailed information concerning proposals for the development of his company’s
unit on the site, his intended marketing strategy, the likely employment wihich would result; and
proposed timescales.

The Sub-Commnuttee, in considering the mformation provided during the presentation, requested
further advice on the following main issues

i) Employment.

A number of Members were anxious to ensure that recrurtment to the additional jobs to
be created would favour local people. It was explained that it would be commercially
advantageous to attract employees located within easy reach of the site, at Ford’s unit
at Basildon for mstance, 85% of employees lived within 10/15 minutes journey time to
the workplece It was also pomted out that indirect employment conld be generated in
the form of service personnel/mamtenance staff m order that the visual appearance of
the site and buildings would be preserved.
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iv)

Environmental Impact.

Some concern was expressed about the possibality of the bmildings associated with the
car dealerships bemg wisually obtrusive, and abont increased comgestion on
neighbouring roads In reply, it was indicated that the design brief for the Ford’s
complex mcluded boundary and other appropriate landscaping, and that the intended
buildings would be lower m height than those usually associated with B1/B8 users. A
number of Members agreed that the proposed use would be mwore visually attractive than
traditional warehouses/ight industrial buildings. There would also be lumited use of
container lorries, thereby reducing the likelihood of congestion, and generally the site
was considered to have a good road network, with easy access to nearby mam roads

Use Classes.

Some concern was expressed that agreeing to the proposals to establish motor
dealerships, a use category ocutside that designated for the site 1n the Local Plan (B1/B8)
could make 1t difficult to refuse other non-designated applications i the future, thereby
prejudicing the operation of the Authonty’s plamning pohicy. Officers suggested, mn
reply, that discussions could teke place with Essex County Council m order that the
necessary legal agreements be put 1n place upon disposal of the site, to restrict the uses
to which the balance of the land could be put

It was recognised that the Business Park had been identified in the Local Plan as a key
site m meeting the District’s requirements to provide ndustrial land; consequently, use
for non-industrial purposes could result m the need to find alternative industrial sites
elsewhere within the District. It was explained that Essex County Council would be a
consultee on the current proposals, when a planning apphication is submitted, and would
consider the employment mmplications for the District as a whole.

Future Action.

It was emphasised that whilst it was for this Sub-Commuttee to consider and evaluate
the current proposals, it was important not to pre-empt any decision by Planning
Services Commuttee concermng any planning apphcation which might be submtted,

It was confirmed that, since the proposals would create more than ten new jobs, they
would, under existing procedures, be "fast tracked” through Planning Services
Commuttee for a decision in prnciple subject to the outcome of the necessary public
consultations

Following Members’' questions relatng to the presentation, the Chairman asked Mr Hall to
outline briefly the County Council’s views concermng the proposals put forward by EIC
Management Limmted Mr, Hall confirmed that there were vanous mechanisms available,
mcluding a Section 106 Agreement which could be implemented fo ensure that the remainder of
the stte would be used for B1/B8 uses.

PERTINENT BUSINESS

In reply to a Member question, 1t was mdicated that the Council’s planning policies were
encapsulated within the Rochford District Local Plan.

The Mecting closed at 10.05pm
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Committee Report

Rochford Drstrect Counddl

To the meeting of ~ TRANSPORTATION & ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES

on. 1STH JULY 1999

Report of HEAD OF ADMINISTRATIVE & MEMBER SERVICES
Title: MINUTES OF THE TRANSPORTATION SUB-COMMITTEE

Anthor: A Wyatt Report Approved By-gﬂém‘i .

At a Meeting held on 29th June 1999. Present: Councillers G Fox, (Chairman), JM Dickson,
DM Ford, Mrs.JE Ford, Mrs.JM Giles, JE.Grey, Mrs. FLL A. Glynn, A Hoskmg,
¥V D Hutchmgs, VH Leach, R A Pearson and Mrs M.J, Webster.

111, MINUTES
The Minutes of the Meeting held on 29th May 1999 were approved as a correct record.

In relation to thess Minutes, the Head of Revenne and Housmg Management advised Members of
the number of tax1 drivers and proprietors licensed by Rochford Distnict Council who lived withun
the Rochford District Members were further advised that a speaker on the A130 proposals
would be attending the next Meeting of Transportation & Environmental Services on
15th July 1999 to provide update information and answer questions,

112. MEMBERS’ INTERESTS

Councillor V.D. Hutchings declared a Non-Pecumary Interest in the item "Dial-a-Ride Review"
by virtue of his association with a chanity mentioned in the Appendix to the report.

113 DIAL-A-RIDE SERVICE REVIEW

Note: During discussion of this item, Councillor, Mrs. HL.A. Glynn declared a Non-Pecuntary
Interest by virtue of knowledge of some taxi drivers withm the District.

The Sub-Commuttee cousidered the report of the Head of Revenue & Housmg Management
which was the first of a senes of reports looking at the review of the Dial-a-Ride service. It was
noted that following a partners meeting on the provision of the Dial-a-Ride service m the
co-ordination area, it had been agreed that a fundamental review be undertaken. At a prelitnumnary
mesting held on 18th May 1999 the Terms of Reference for the Review Team had been
considered and the Service Andit carned out by Essex County Council had been received The
Service Audrt and the Voluntary Sector Transport Provision Survey carried out by South Eas
Essex Yohmtary Sector Co-ordinator were also noted. The Head of Service advised Members of
some key points arising from the report in particular - A
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* Introduction of a Broker Service to bring under used voluntary service vehicles imto better use
* The shopmobility scheme

* A Comrmumty Transport Bus project.

During discusston of the Dial-a-Rude scheme specifically the following pomnts were rassed -
# The welcome reduction to 48 hours for the booking of the Dial-a-Ride Scheme

* The current booking arrangements of the service and the amount of time lost to the service in
wattmg time.

* The effect of the £5 registration fee on the total mimber of members.

* The lack of surveyed information from potential users of the Dial-a-Ride scheme

The followmg related transport issues were also raised during discussion.-

* The taxi voucher scheme and its possible extension to taxis from outstde the District

* Raised kerbs to allow easier access to taxis by wheslchawr users

* The inability fo use some community/voluntary service vehicles,

* The use of low floor buses

It was considered that the Dial-a-Ride scheme in 1ts present form did not fully meet Members
tfa;;:cartaations. The success of the taxi voucher scheme was seen, however, as a positive step

On a Motion put by Councillor Mrs HL.A. Glynn and seconded by Councillor V. H, Leach, 1t
was

RECOMMENDED

(1) That the Terms of Reference and action plan as outlmed m the report of the Head of Revenue
and Housing Management be agreed

(2) That the Service Audit and Transport Study be noted,

(3) That Councillors Mrs. HL.A. Glynn and R.A, Pearson be nominated io attend future review
Team Meetings and that such attendance ranks for Members Attendance Allowance

(4) Thet notice be given to Scuth East Essex Ihal-a-Ride to possibly termunate the contract.
Furthermore that Officers mvestigate a scheme to enable the use of disabled taxis for qualifymg
persons with the voucher scheme already provided The funding at present given to Dial-a-Ride
to be transferred to the Tax1 Youcher Scheme (HRHM)

Nota: Pursuant to Standing Order 24(4) Councillor D.M. Ford wished 1t recorded that he cast his
vole against Resolution 4 above

The Meeting closed at 9.30pm.
Charrman: Date
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Committee Report

Rochford Dhstrict Connedl

To the meeting of COMMUNITY SERVICES COMMITTEE

On. 13TH JULY 1999

Report of HEAD OF ADMINISTRATIVE AND MEMBER SERVICES
Title: MINUTES OF THE URGENCY SUB-COMMITTEE

Author A. Wryatt Report Approved By W

At a Meetng held on 30th June 1999: Present Councillors  Mrs. S J Lemon,
Mrs WM Stevenson and Mrs. M.S Vince

APPOINTMENT OF CHAIRMAN
Councilior Mrs. W.M Stevenson was appomted Chairman for the Municipal Year.
MEMBERS’ INTERESTS

Counncsilor Mrs W M. Stevenson declared a Non Pecumiary Interest in the item "Summer
Swimming Provision” by virtne of bemng-a Hullbridge Parish Councillor and a School Governor
Councillors Mrs. 5.J. Lemon and Mrs. M.S Vince both declared Non Pecuniary Interests in the
same 1tem by virtue of being School Governors.

SUMMER SWIMMING FPROVISION (Minuie 258/99)

The Sub-Commmuttee considered the report of the Head of Leisure and Client Services which, m
accordance with the resofution of Council on 22nd June 1999, provided Members with
information n relation to transportation and booking arrangements for the Summer Holiday
Swimming Provision Scheme,

It was noted that the rtem had been brought before the Urgency Sub-Commuttee to ensble
implementation of the scheme in time for the forthcoming school summer hohdays

Members were advised that the transportation arrangements were specifically for those school
children living withm the Pansh of Hullbndge m order for them to not be precluded from
participatng m the scheme The issue of booking arrangements had been mooted at Council due
to the maximum numbers allowed within some pools ar any one time It was considered there
was not a need to pre-book the swimmng sessions given the number of "back to back” sessions
provided at the pools. It was further mooted that the implementation of a booking system might
in fact preclude some children from participating 1n the scheme

In considering the option to watve admission fee on production of a valid bus ticket or the
provision of a specific coach service for the Hullbridge school children, the Sub-Comumittee
considered that on balance the warver of admussion fee would be the most appropriate course of
action to take and on a show of hands it was



Resolved
(1) That a booking system be not implemented

(2) That the admission fee be warved on production of a valid bus ticket for those children living
within the Hullbnidge Parish  (33556) (HLCS)

The Meeting closed at 1.30pm.
Chmnnan/% /éj/ j& / Date. £ / /o/ 79

juli3n rpt

LI T L VR L LT AR T LR TR TU T SR TR THTTLILFILS] mumnr ||‘FFI|I1IIIII nne om0

FLUURTLTA )

Hua

- 606

£ )



61,

62.

63

ROCHFORD DISTRICT COUNCIL,
Mimutes of the Housing Management Sub-Committee

At a Mecting held on 30th June 1999. Present: Councillors Mrs. M.S. Vince
(Chauman), R.S. Allen, P.A. Beckers, T.G Cutmore, Mrs. J. Hall,

C C. Langlands, Mrs. S.J. Lemon, R.A Pearson, Mrs. W.M. Stevenson and
Mrs. M.A. Werr.

Apologies: Councillors D.M. Ford and N, Harris
Substitutes: Councillors JJM Dickson and Mrs H.L.A. Glynn.
MINUTES

The Minutes of the Meeting held on 2nd June 1999 were approved as a correct
record.

MEMBERS INTERESTS

Councillor CC Langlands declared an Interest m the Item "Annuval Report -
Local Performance Plan" (Minute 64) by virtue of bemg a leaseholder of a
former Council property.

HOMELESSNESS - REASONABLE AND ADDITIONAL PREFERENCE

The Sub-Committee considered the report of the Head of Revenue and Housing
Management concerming the Allocation of Housing (Reasonable and Additional
Preference) Regulations 1997 The Statutory Instrument (SI 1902/97) came mto
effect on 1st November 1997 and requured Local Authorities to give "reasonable
preference” in the allocation of housing to people found by them to be
unntentionally homeless, and in priority need. It also had the effect of widening
the category of persons to whom ‘reasonable preference’ should be given,

Since this matter was first considered by the Community Services Commuttee
1997, it had become clear that ‘reasonable preference’ should be given to 2
number of additional categories, set out below

a) people owed a duty by an anthority under Section 193 or 193(2) of the
Housmg Act 1996 or Sections 65(2) or 68(2) of the Housmg Act 1985
(main duties owed to homeless persons})

b} people mn respect of whom an anthority is exercising its power under
Section 194 of the 1996 Act (power to secure accommodation after
mimmum period of duty under Section 193 of the Act)

c) people:-

i)  who have within the previous two years been provided with advice and
assistance by an authority under Section 197(2) of the 1996 Act (duty
where other suutable accommodation 1s available)

1) who are occupying or accommodation secured with such advice and
assistance.

Although it was agreed in 1997 to award 50 points to each household accepted
as homeless 1t had become apparent that the other homelessness acceptances
(categories b and ¢ above) should also receive "reasonable preference” and that
this was not addressed in the current Points Scheme

The Sub-Committee therefore considered, and agreed, a proposal to award 10
points to each of these categories in recogmtion of "reasonable preference”.
During discussion, a number of Members expressed concern that the present

system awarded more points for homelessness - which could in certain_cases 1:5 07



mtentionally caused - than for the length of time an applicant had been on the
watting list. As a result, there could be a perception that such individuals were
"leap-frogging” the queue. It was recognised that, at present, no points are
awarded for the time spent occupying the waiting list, and that this and other
issues should be addressed in the review of the Housing Points Scheme to be
carried out later in the year.

RECOMMENDED

(1) That the Housing Points Scheme be amended as it relates to "reasonable and
additional" preference as set out 1n the Head of Service’s Report.

(2) That a comprehensive review of the Housing Points Scheme be undertaken
Jater this financial year followed by a consultation exercise with Tenants’

Representatives (HRHM)
ANNUAL REPORT (LOCAL PERFORMANCE PLAN)

The Sub-Committee considered the report of the Head of Revenue and Housing
Management concerning the Authority’s Annual Report to tenants, It had
previously been recognised that 1t 15 necessary to upgrade, both in style and
content, the Report sice 1t provides a "one-off” opportumty to communicate
with tenants and to seek their views. Good presentation and communication
with tenants also atfracts a high score when consideratton 1s given to the
Housmg Investment Programme bid. As a result, prelimnary discussion had
been undertaken with a leading media consultancy firm which had provided
valuable guidance. It was also noted that tenants’ representatives had been
consulted about, and had agreed to, the document’s upgrading.

Members were provided with copies of reports to fenants from other Authorities
and, following examination of these examples, a number of key components and
guidelines to be used m the production of the Council’s own report were
identified It was agreed that it was essential for the document to have an
immediately attractive visual appearance, including a high impact cover; a
concise contents page; an accessible written style avoiding excessive wordage,
figures and graphs; the use of bullet points within the text; large type size with
an attractive colour contrast; and high quality paper. It was also suggested that
the document could incorporate a questionnaire, and a return slip to enable
tenants to submut comments on the style of the report Members also expressed
a preference for the calendar style but recognised the additional costs associated
with this type of publication.

The Sub-Commitiee also considered the inclusion of a customer survey, to
obtan views on the Authority’s housing service, and a number of features that
Members would wish to see in such a survey were 1dentified. These mcluded: 2
strong message such as ‘Your Views Count’ to encourage pasticipation; the
1ssue of a pre-paid envelope to aid return of the survey; the use of a ‘comments’
box as included on the example atiached to the Head of Service’s report; and a
statement confirmung that the results of the survey could be made available to
tenants where requested. The formulation and presentation of the questionnaire
was also clearly of paramount mmportance, The Head of Service indicated that
the Survey’s results might be contained within the Local Performance Plan, to be
issued later 1n the Financial Year, and that a separate section to the questionnatre
would be included, relating specifically to prospective tenants

In relation to the customer survey, the Sub-Commuitee also considered the
operation of a prize draw to encourage participation and completion. Although
1t was noted that evidence from other similar surveys had demonstrated a
markedly higher level of response where a prize was offered, most Members
were of the opinion that this proposal would, if implemented, provoke
considerable criticism from the District’s residents. A recommendation that the
return of the survey form would entitle the respondent to one free entry nto a
prize draw was, following a vote, declared defeated.
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RECOMMENDED

(1) That the Housing Annual Report be upgraded in style and content as outlined
in the Head of Service’s report, and incorporating the Sub-Comrmittee’s views as
described above.

(2) That a customer survey form be included with the Annual Report in order to
obtain feedback on the document and the Housing Service, the format to reflect
the Sub-Comnuttee’s discussion. (HRHM)

PERTINENT BUSINESS

The Chairman agreed to adimt the following two items of pertinent business in
order to update Members:

1) Reochford Housing Forum

Mr Alex Coulson, the Housing, Client and Strategy Officer, informed the
Sub-Commuttee that the Rochford Housing Forum had taken place earlier m the
day, and gave a brief resumé of the principal issues that had been considered.
He explained that the most inportant subject to be discussed had been the results
of the Housing Needs Survey, carried out on behalf of the Authority by David
Couttie Associates (DCA). The purpose of the survey had been to collect and
evaluate information about the current state of hovsing need and demand m the
Dastrict and to consider future needs to assist in the development of housing and
plarming strategies in the light of the Study’s findings The main conclusions of
the Study were outlined to the Sub-Committee and 1t was mdicated that the
results would be mcluded in the Housing Needs Study for the current year,
which would soon be made available to Members, A report on the Forum would
also be prepared for Members’ information During subsequent discussion, the
following main points arose

(a) Sub-Committee Members who had attended the Forum were unanmouns in
their agreement that the Study’s findings were of fundamental importance to,
and had major implications for, the Council’s future housing strategy. As a
result, it was considered essential for all Members to be made aware of the
Study’s contents and conclusions, Officers indicated that it was intended to
request Mr Couttie to give a presentation to a future Meeting of the Community
Services Commuttee; in addition, Members requested that a special teach-in
should be arranged.

(b) Concern was expressed at the lack of affordable accommeodation, particularly
for young people, within the District which had, 1t was perceived, been caused
largely through the reduction in the Council’s housing stock as a result of "right
to buy". Officers estimated that approximately 1200 units had been removed
from the Authority’s control m this way since the early 198(’s. Members
considered the possibility of submitting representations to Central Government
to change the regulations so as to enable Authorities to opt out of the night to buy
policy, on the grounds that the demand for such housing would not permut any
further reduction of stock. A motion to this effect moved by Councillor
Mrs SJLemon and seconded by Councillor R APearson was agreed
unanimously.

The Head of Service informed the Sub-Committee that, for the first time in
many years, it hadr been necessary to camry out an eviction due to heavy rent
arrears. The property was vacated in a poor condition, and the repairs needed to
enable 1ts re-letting were currently being undertaken, an atiempt would be made
to recoup the cost from the tenant, Members noted that Officers had offered the
tenant considerable advice and assistance conceming the rent arrears to avoid an
eviction and that, once 1t became clear that no other course of action was
possible, the eviction had been carried out swiftly and efficiently
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RECOMMENDED

(1) That Officers make representations to Central Government seeking changes
. in the regulations to allow Authorities to refuse right to buy applications in those
locations where the demand for affordable, Council-owned accommodation is

particularly great. (HHHCC)

(2) That a teach-in for Members, concerning the implications of the Housing
Needs Survey, be arranged. (HHHCC)

The Meeting closed at 9 18pm.

Date
. ,

hmsub/minsjun30
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