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ROCHFORDDISTRICI’COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Audit Semces Comm&ee 

At aMeeting held on 1st June 1999. Present Counc&xs N. Harris (Chanmau), 
PA. Beckers, C.I. Black, G Fox, Mrs. J. Hall, T. Llvmgs, G.M Mockford, 
CR. Morgan, P. Stebbmg, RE Vmgoe and P.F A. Webster 

visiting: Counc~Uors Mrs. H L k Glynu and J.E. Grey2 

182. MINUTES 

Resolved that the Mmutes of the Meetmg of 6th April 1999 be approved as a correct 
record and signed by the Chamnan 

183. MHMBERSINTERESTS 

The following non-pecumary interests were declared, relahng to stem 16 (Outside 
Bodies -Members Responsltnhtles and Liabdities): 

Councdlor P.A Beckers, by virtue of his mvolvement with the Commumty Health 
Council and memberstip of the Rawreth Parish Hall Committee 

Coumllor G.Pox as the County Counnl’s representahve on the Crouch Harbour 
Authonty and involvement with Crossroads. 

Councdlor Mrs H.L A. Glynn as a member of the Crouch Harbour Authority and 
mvolvement with the Rochford Chamber of Commerce 

Counclllor Mrs. J. Hall by vmue of her involvement with the Citlzens Advice Bureau 

184. TERMSOFREFERENCE 

Resolved 

That the Comnuttee’s Tern of Reference be noted. 

185. APFOINTMENTOFURGENCYSUB-COMMlTIEE 

The Commttee noted that, in accordance with Standing Order 17(l) the Urgency 
Sub-Committee should compose the Chanman and VnxKhamnan of the Committee 
and one other Member, appomted so far as 1s practicable in accordance wltb the rules of 
pro-rata representation for poht~cal groups. 

In &scuasion, Members agreed mth the suggestion of the Chanman that it would be 
more suitable for the Urgency Sub-Committee for this Committee to comprise hunself 
and one reprcsentatwe from the Labour and Conservaave Groups; Councdlors G. Pox 
and P.F.A. Webster respccuvely were nominated. 

The Head of Administrahve and Member Services advised that ti proposal would 
reqmre the suspension of Standing Order 17(l), wluch, under Standmg Order 5, would 
need the consent of Councfi 

On a Motmn put by Councdlor N Harris and seconded by Councillor PA Beckers it 
was therefore 

REcoMMJsmD 

That Council be requested to suspend Standing Order 17(l) 10 order to allow the Au&t 
Committee’s Urgency Sub-Comnuttee to comprise one representative each from the 
Conservahve, Labour and Liberal Democrat Groups 501 
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Resolved 

That, SubJeCtto the above,the Urgency Sub-Comrmtteecomprise Councdlors N.Harns, 
P F.A Websterand G. Fox &LAMS) 

186 WHISlLEBLOWINGFQLICY 

The Comttee consrderedthe report of the Corporate Director (Fmanceand External 
Secvlces)contammga draft Whistle Blowmg Policy. 

Durmg discussion,the following mainpomtsarose. 

(0 Members requested a bi-annual report for informatton, gvmg details of 
whistle-blowmg mctdents. It was constderedimportant that, m the interestsof 
open Government, such a report should be on the public part of the 
Comnxttee’s agenda, although tt was recognised that any allegattons agamst 
named mdivtduals would need to remam confidential unless a case had been 
pmved and, where appropriate,a successfulprosecutionhad beenundertaken. 

69 The CorporateDtrector mformed the Comrmtteethat, once approved,the pohcy 
would be rhstnbuted to all existing and new staff, together wtth guidance from 
the Audtt Comrmsston. The antt-fraud poltcy prevtously agreed by the 
Comrmtteehad alreadybeencnculated. 

In constdenng paragraph 6 of the Policy, the Committee agreed that the 
wordmg should be revtsedto clartfy how an allegahon could be proved to be 
false or mahctous 

(iv) It was recognised that m cases where the Council was to proceed with a 
prosecuhon the whtstle-blower’s anonymity would be drflicult to preserve,and 
It would therefore be essenualfor maximum disctphnary actton to be taken 
agamstany memberof staff involved m subsequentvtctmnsation. 

Resolved 

That, subject to amendment to paragraph 6 (False and Mahctous Allegahons), the 
pohcy be adopted (CD(F&ES)) 

187. PRIVATE ACCESS TO PUBLIC OPEN SPACES 

The Comrmttee constderedthe report of the Corporate Director (Fmance and External 
Setvmes)outlinmg a strategy to ensure that residents do not gain rights of way over 
accessto pubhc openspaceby default,m the absenceof any formal agreement. 

In reply to a Member questton, the Corporate Dtrector continned that, m some cases, 
open spacesthat are leasedto ParishCounctls could also mclude nghts of way and, m 
these mstances,tt would be for the Parishesto ensure that the necessaryeasementsare 
grantedand the feescollected 

It was agreed that Ofticers should wrtte to the relevant Parish Councils to remmd them 
of the needto formabsesucharrangements. 

(1) That the managementactronsetout m the CorporateDue&or’s report be agreed 

(2) That Officers remmd those Parish Councils which lease pubhc open space of the 
need to formahse mstancesof pnvate accessm order to safeguard property nghts.

Y (w=W) 
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The Comrmttee constdered the report of the Corporate Dnector (Fmance and External 
Services) which informed Members that nohticahon had been recewed that the Honsmg 
Benefit Dtvtsion is to be mvtewed by the Benefit Fraud Inspectorate (BFI) durmg the 
course of the year, and the arrangements for the mspection. It was noted that following 
the inspection, a pubbc report IS produced; the Dtrector had obtamed agreement that 
BFI staff would present the report to a meeting of the Commtttee. Members were also 
mformed that the BFI issue a press release to announce their vtsit to the Local 
Author&y, and the posstbtltty*of the Councd also issuing a press release welcoming 
their revtew and lookmg forward to posmve outcomes was considered. It was agreed 
that the press release should make reference to the need for further government fundmg 
in order that the addmonal work assoctated with complymg with the verificatton 
framework could be camed out, as outlined in paragraph 4 of the “Possible Outcomes” 
section of the Dnector’s report 

(1) That the report be noted 

(2) That the BFI be requested to present its report at the earltest avatlable oppommny to 
this Committee 

(3) That a press release, mclndmg reference to the need for suftictent fundmg to enable 
compliance with the vertflcation framework, be issued at the appropriate time. 
aw@m 

189. EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC 

Resolved 

That under Sechon 100(A)(4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the public be 
excluded from the Meetmg for the followmg ttems of busmess on the grounds that they 
involve the hkely dtsclosure of Exempt Informanon as defined m Paragraphs 7 and 14 
respectrvely of Part 1 of Schedule 12A of the Act. 

190. OUTSIDE BODIES - MEMBERS’ RESPONSJBILlTIES AND LlABlIJU?ZS 

The Committee constdered the report of the Head of Legal Servtces which outlmed the 
positron regardmg msurance cover for Members. It was noted that the Council can 
provide limited mdemmty to mdtvtdual Members and Officers m the followmg 
ctrcumstances only: 

1) Where an mdtvtdual acts solely on behalf of the Council wrtbm the terms of 
reference bud down by the anthonty and solely m pursuance of the Council’s 
statutory powers. Thts wrll usually be where the Council is under a duty to 
parttctpate m a particular statutory body and will only apply to the nommahon of 
officers or appomtees of Commrttees to perform the Council’s functions. 

Where the mdivtdual acts only m an advisory capacrty m connection wtth the 
Council’s funchons 

iu) Where the mdrvldual occupies an observattonal role on the board or comrmttee 
of an outstde organisation, rcptesentmg the Counctl’s mterests rather than actmg 
m a decision-makmg capacity 

(iv) Where the mdivldual acts on behalf of a lomt commtttee estabbshed by two. or 
more local authonties 

The Councrl can not provtde mdemmty or mcur costs in respect of activihes where a* 
Member acts. 

(1) solely on behalf of an outstde body,or 
(2) outside his or her delegated powers,or 503 



(3) outside the Councd’s statutory powers,or 
(4) as a director of a bard of a bmtted company, a trustee of a trust, a votmg member of 
a management comnuttee. 

Smce the Council may only delegate power to a committee and not to an mdrvtdual 
Member, Members were advtsed that they should only parttcrpate m outsuie bodies as 
observers or factlttators It was recogmsed that m practtce Members are keen to take a 
more achve role and, of necessny, this can only be m a personal capamty and should not 
confltct with theta dunes as a member of the Counctl In most mstances, therefore, a 
Member ~111 not be mdemmfied by the Council and where the pmticular outsrde body 
does not hold insurance, the possibility of Personal nsk arises A survey of 40 outside 
bodies had revealed that, of 21 respondents, only 6 possessed insurance whmh would 
cover Members actmg m de&on-making capacities, one had msurance but was stdl to 
confirm whether members would be covered, and one provtdes Members wtth 
mdemnity but does not have msumnce. The mJOiY@ of organisations do not therefore 
have msurance that would cover Members 

It was noted, that m the hght of a nattonwtde debate on the positton of Members serving 
on outside bodies, the Local Government Associahon has produced a Code of Practtce 
for Local Author@ Members and Officers Serving on the Boards of Voluntary 
Orgamsations. The Comnuttee exammed a number of ophons to provide greater 
certamty in the future, mcludmg the completton and mamtenance of a formal register of 
all outside bodms mcludmg details of the posihon held by a member and insurance 
arrangements The suggested format of such a register was mexed to the report, 
together wnh an aide memoue outlming the position of Member representattves on 
outsrde bodms 

The following main pomts arose durmg discusston 

(1) It was constdered that rt would be useful for the rude memoire to be sent to all 
Dtstnct Council representattves on outstde bodies at the hme of contirmahon of 
their appointment, together wnh, but separately printed for addthonal emphasis, 
the paragraph in the Head of Legal servtces’ report commencing “Remembering 
that the Council may only delegate power to a Commrttee... .I’ 

(10 The Comrmttee agreed wtth a Member’s suggestton that the aide memorre 
should be incorporated wtthm the report to the fortbcommg Meetmg of Fmance 
and General Purposes Conumttee concemmg Outstde Borhes. 

(tii) It was consrdered that restricting Members to a purely advisory role on out.%de 
b&es, wth no votmg rights, dtd not famlitate the democmhc process It was 
therefore suggested that the Local Government Assc-mahon could be contacted a to mghlight thts dtlemma and for possible solnttons 

(14 In reply to a Member questton, the Corporate Director (Fmance and External 
Services) confitmed that loans to outstde bodies are secured on tbetr premtses, 
so the potential mabthty of Dtstnct Council representatives to take part in 
de&on making would not result m the Council’s financml investment being 
put at rtsk. 

Resolved 

(1) That representatton on outside bodtes whtch &d not respond to the survey, those 
which have mdlcated that they have no insumnce and those mdtcated m the Head of 
Legal Semces report to be of lmuted value be reviewed. 

(2)That Members be advtsed to confirm mace arrangements on takmg up 
nommattons to outstde bodies. 

(3) That a register of outstde body mvolvement be completed and maintamed 

l (4) That the atde-memoue be mcluded m the year book, dismbuted to all Counctllon 
along with the extract from the report as described above, and be mcluded m the report 
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on Outside Bodies to the Meeting of Fmance and General Purposes Committee on 15th 
June 1999 

(5) That Officers contact the Local Government Assoctahon for further guidance on tlte 
question of Members’ liabtlmes and tbetr role on outside bodms. (HIS) 

191. lN’IERNALAUDITREPGRTS 

The Commtttee constdered the report of the Chief Executive which mcluded the 
following: : 

- A comparison of the revised 1998/99 Audit Plan to actual tie spent. The External 
Auditor was aware of the shortfall on audit ume for 1998/99, and have adjusted 
then planned audit time accordingly 

- The up-to-date copy of the monitoring document for the audit report 
recommendattons 

- A summary of the Audit Comrmssion Publtcahon, Fraud and Lodging - Progress m 
Tacklmg Fraud and Error m Housmg Benefit It was noted that the majority of the 
recommendatrons had abeady been Implemented, those outstandmg would be 
addressed during the review of ‘Countenng Housing Benefit Fraud 

(1) That the performance against the 1998/99 Revised Audit Plan he noted 

(2) That the recommendattons mdtcated on the momtonng sheet be deleted. 

(3) That the Audtt Commisston publication summary and the addttional 
recommendattons ansmg from the new publications be noted. (CE) 

192. COUNTERING HOUSING BENEFlT FRAUD 

The Comrmttee consuiered the report of the Head of Revenue and Housmg 
Management which was the second m a senes that had been agreed at the previous 
meetmg. It examined the establishment of the Corporate Framework for addmssmg 
housmg benefit fraud and mcluded a ‘Checkhat for Actton’ taken from’ the Audit 
Conumssion Handbook Agamst each of the Handbook’s recommendations was shown 
an indmator of the extent of the Authonty’s existmg complumce. A number of areas 
were constdered m more detail by the Committee as shown below 

Nmnbered Pomt 4 

Several Members expressed reservations about mchtsion of the phrase ‘suspected fraud 
whmh, tt was considered, could be diicult legally to substanhate On a Mohon by 
Councdlor R.E. Vmgoe and seconded by Councrllor P.A. Beckers it was agreed to 
request Officers to mvesttgate thrs matter further and report back to the Committee’s 
next meeting 

Numlxred Point 11 

It was anttctpated that this objechve would be completed by December Progress would 
be reported to the next Meeting. 

Nmubenxl Points 15/16 

Following dtscussion, it was concluded that the achievement of full comphance, which 
was not yet mandatory, did not justify the bkely level of expenditure gtven the present 
low level of nsk wnhm the Council 
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Ntxnberd Poiit 19 

The Committee consldered current procedures for verifymg the qualifications of 
appbcantsfor posts wlthm the Councd, and it was agreedthat a written procedurefor all a mterwwmg officers should be drawn up to ensure that a standardpractice 1sadopted 
throughout all departments 

NumberedPoint 

It was agreedthat the bkelihcod of the samestaff startmg and termmatmg tenancieswas 
cunently shght. 

FQ.solved 

(1) That the Authority’s approachto the Audit Commission’s recommendationswtihm 
the ‘Checklist for Action’ shouldreflect the Comnuttee’sviews asoutlined above. 

(2) That a report be presentedto the next Meetmg clarifyiig the term “suspectedfraud” 
m relation to the slgned de&rations of benefits, mtemal au&t, fraud mvestigahon and 
housing staff (HRHM) 

The Meeting closedat 9.15pm. 
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Committee Report 
IO@) 

RaflfordDismct Gmmd 

To the meeting of: cGMMuNITYsERvIcEs 

OIL mHJuNE1999 

Report of HEADoFADmsrR.ATIvE&~~sERvI~ 

Trtle: MRBJTES OFTHEHOUSlNGMANAGEMENTSUB-COMMlTIEE 

Author: Mr. A. Wyatt Report Approved By. 
\ 

-a 
At a meeting held on the 2nd June 1999. PresentzCouncillors R.S. Allen, T.G Cutmore, 
D.M. Ford, Mrs. J. Hall, N. Harris, CC Langlauds, Mrs. S.J.Lemon, Mrs. MS. Vince and 
Mrs. M.A. Weir. 

Apologies: Councillors R.A. Pearsonand Mrs. W.M. Stevenson. 

Subsiitntes: Councillors J M. Dickson andJ.E. Grey. 

5.5. APPOINTMENTOF-

Councillor Mrs. MS. Vmce was appointedChairmanfor the municipal year, 

56. MEMBERSlNIERESTS 

Comicrllor C.C Langlands declared an huerest in the Item “Strategy for Tenant Participation” 
(Mmute 59) by virtue of beiig a leaseholderof a former Council property. 

--- - --.~---MINUTE-
A Member sought clarrfication of the figures given in the item Capital Programme 1999i2000 
Update (Minute 53) regarding the window replacement programme and central heatmg 
replacement of storage heaters and requestedthat in future, all figures grven in reports follow 
recognised accounting procedures. It was noted that the total figure for both programmesshould 
read f426,ooO and not f346,ooO asdetailed in the Minutes 

The Mmuta of the meetmgheld on 17thFebruary 1999were approvedasa correct record. 

58. TERMSOFRBFBRENCE 

Members noted the Terms of Referencerelating to the Bousmg ManagementSub-Committee. 
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-59 STRATEGY FOR TENANT PARTICIPATION 
 

The Sub-Committee”considered the report of the Head of Revenue and Housing Management 
which proposed the, adoption of a formal policy statement in relation to tenant partictpation 
withm the Rochford District. Members were advised that, further to the dehvery of a newsletter 
with rent statements in Aprrl, there had been an increase in the Membership of both the Rochford 
& Great Stambridge Tenants Associatton and Rayleigb & Rawreth Tenants Assocmtion, although 
there was shll a shortfall from the desired mmunum of twenty representatives. The Head of 
Service further advised Members that rt was the mtenuon for the Tenants’ Representatives to be 
from as broad a cross section of tenants as possible (includmg cbiIdren). 

The point was raised that Tenant Lmison Meetmgs dnring the day, had precluded some would-be 
representatives in the past due to-Vork commmnents. The Head of Service advised the 
Sub-Comnuttee of the work bemg undertaken to allow more tenant involvement in the liarson 
meetings. Overall, the Sub-Committee were of the opinion that the draft statement was of merit 
and to be supported and considered that with the following amendments the statement could be 
adopted as formal Counnl policy - 

* mention should be made within the statement of leaseholder participation, 

l amendment under Part 2 - Consultauon (Pomt 10) to read “the selection of contractors 
for services” 

Pnrtber to the debate, Members expressed concern at the Liaison Meetmgs becoming polttmal, 
considering the Issne of tenant liaison to be non-partisan. Mention was made also of Right to 
Buy legislatron and the need for affordable social housmg to be provrded withm the area given 
the dirmmshmg numbers of Counml houses within the Drstnct - to date totalling less than 2,ooO 
On a motion put by Councillor J.M. Dr&son and seconded by Councillor Mrs. S.J. Lemon it was 

Proposed that this Committee RECOMMENDS: 

That the policy statement and strategy on tenants participation in-the Rocbford Distrmt, subject to 
the changes proposed, be formally adopted. (IlRHM) 

60. PRE-LEITlNG CLEANINGSBRVICE 

The Sub-Committee considered the report of the Head of Revenue and Housing Management 
which sought Members’ approval to improve the standard of cleanlmess of vacant properhes 
pnor’to allocation. Members were advised that housing applicants who were made an offer of 
tenancy had often refused to accept a tenancy due to the poor standard of cleanliness of the 
property. WI&t works ware undertaken to ensure that vacant properties were returned to a fit 
state for re-allocation, includiug repair and redecoration, cleanmg was not mcluded 

Consrdering the scheme was of merit, concern was expressed by Members at the lack of 
accountability of some tenants, for works which were necessary on their departure and it was 
considered that the cumant rules of tenancy should be made clear to all new tenants specit?cally in 
relation to the state of the property on vacation. The issue of rental deposits to cover the cost of 
reparr, m-decoration and cleaning was subject to discussion although grven the varymg 
circumstauces of tenants, it was felt that the Head of Service should mvesugate the matter 
through legislation to see whether rt allowed for such a scheme. Further to debate on 
pre-vacatron inspectron, the Head of Servrce advised that on average, 25%30% of tenants &d not 
give the statutory four weeW no&e on vacatron to allow for an inspectron, although in cases 
where tenants could be traced, efforts were made to recharge costs for repair/redecoration where 
necessary. 

The repair/redecoration undertaken on vord properttes prior to re-allocahon was mooted and the 
Head of Service advrsed that this would be the subject of a report to the autumn cycle. 

Summing up, Members consrdered that tenants’ responsibihtres and the disciplines for lettmg 
should ba strangtbened. 
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Pmposedthat this CormmtteeRECOMMENDS: 

That a pm-lettmg cl&ng servze be mtroduced with immediate effect, but that all necessary 
achon be taken to Fever costsfrom the outgomg tenant. (HRHM) 

a 

The meetmgclosed at 8.37p.m. 
r‘l-. 

minshousobjung 

_@ ----- ------ --- -
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Minutes oftheTransportation&Envhwm&alServices Committee 

At aMeeting held on 3rd June 1999. Present Councillors V.H. Leach (Chairman), 
R.S. Allen, R. Adams, CL Black, J.M.Dmkson, D.M. Ford, Mrs. J.E.Ford, K.A. Gibbs, 
Mrs JM. Giles, Mrs. HLA Glynn, JE. Grey, D.R. Helson, A Hosking, 
V D. H&rings, C.C. Langlands, Mrs. MS. Vmce, Mrs. M.J Webster and D.A. Weir. 

Apologies: Councillors G.C Angus and R.A. Pearson. 

Substitu&: Councfflors T Livings and Mrs. MA. Weir. 

Visiting Comdlors D.E. Barnes and Mrs. I. Helson. 

The Minutes of the Meetings held on 23rd March and 1st April 1999 were approved as a 
correct record. 

MEMBERS-Ts 

CounciJJors R.S Allen and Mrs. H.L.A. Glynn declared pecumary mterests in the item 
“Rayleigh Town Centre - Proposed Variation to Existing Waiting Restncmms” by 

. virtue of their association with orange badge holders. Both Members lefi the Meeting 
whdat the matter was discussed. 

Councillor CL Black declared a non-pecuniary interest in the item “South East Essex 
Package 1999/00” by virtue of his son being a pupil at a school mentioned in the report. 
CouncrUors Mrs. J.M. G&s and V.H. Leach each declared a non-pacummy mterest in 
the same item by virtue of being governors of schools mentioned in the report. 

.4Pm~-uRmcYsrJEu!o- APPEAL BODJESIADVJSORS 

The Committee considered the report of the Head of Administmhve and Member 
Services which requested Member nominations for the Urgency Sub-Committee and 
Appeals respect of street trading consent and Hackney Carriage hceusing and the 
determination of advisors to Sub-Committees and Working Parties. An addendum to 
the report suggested the appointment of representatives to inter authority fora involved 
in workwitl&theCommitteesremit~-. - ­

The Lenders of the Pohucal Groups agreed that their nominations to the Urgency 
Sub-Committees and Appeal Body would be made to the Proper Officer in the near 
future. On the matter of advrsors, Members felt that the representahves outlined in the 
report should be mvued to attend the Sub-Committees as mquhed. A Member 
expressed concern at the rules of pro rata beiig applied to cross organisational Working 
Parties and it was requested that this be the subject of a report to a future Me=eMg of the 
St~ctural and Procedural Revrew Workhrg Group. 

Resolved 

(l)That an Urgency SubCmmmttee be cons&ted comprising the C&man and 
Vice-Chmrman of this Committee together with one Member of the Labour Group, to 
be nominated by the Leader of that Group. 

(2) (a) That an Appeals panel be constituted to determine appeals concerning Street 
Trading Consents and Hackney Carriage Licensing. The membership to be 3 Members 
drawn from a hst of 5, the 5 Members on the list to compnse 2 Liberal Democrats, 2 
Labour and 1 Conservative. 

(b) That Group Leaders be quested to nominate Members of their Groups to fill the 
resulting vacancms. 
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(3) That the advisors, as outlined beIow,‘be appointed to the relevant Sub-Committees 
for this Mumcipsl Year.-

Planning Policy Sub - One representing Rochfonl Hundred Association of Locat 
colmcils. 

Environmental Health Sub - One representingRochford Hundred Association of Local 
Councils. 

Stambridge SewageTreatmentWorks Working Party - One representingSludge’tYatch, 
One representingFnends of the Eaah, One representtngStambridgeParish Council and 
One representingthe Naaonal FsrmersUmon. 

(4) That membershipbe determinedfor the following Worfig Groupsbe constituted as 
shown and that Group Leaderssubmittheir nomina!zonsto 6ll the resulting places. 

(9 Rochford Town CentreWorkiug Group - 6 Members, 
* (2 Liberal Democrat,2 Labour, 2 Conservative) 

Rayleigh Tawn CentreMonitoring Group - 4 Members. 
* (Chairman of Trsnsportat~on & Enviroumental Services, Councrllon 
CC. Langlands and Mrs. MJ. Webster as Members representing Wheatley 
Ward and 1 Labour nommation.) 

WebstersWay Working Party - 7 Members. 
* (2 Libeml Democrat, 2 Labour, 2 Conservativeand 1 H&&y Residents 
Assocration) 

(5) That a report on the rssueof pro rata representationto cross organisauonalWorking 
Groups be submitted to a future. Meeting of the Structural and Procedural Review 
working Group. (HAMS) 

196. TJBhfSOF~CB 

Members noted the Terms of Reference relating to the Transportation and 
Environmental ServicesCommittee. 

197.p SuB-c0MMITImM 

The Committm considered the appended SubCommittcc Minutes and the . . 
Recommendationscontainedtherein. t-3-

(i)Transpaaationsubcommittee-2.5thMay1999 u 

Minute 106 - B?.?exccmcessionaryTravel Scheme 

ResOlYCd 

That this Council supportsthe view that Essex Connty Council retains the management 
function for the EssexConcessionaryTravel Scheme. 

Minnte110-Al3OBypass-Update 

(1) That the progresson the A130 mad schemebe noted and, that an invitation be issued 
to the Head of Tmusportation and Envimnmental Servrces,Essex County Council to 
attend a Meeting of the Transportation& Environmental ServrcesCommitteebefore the 
forthcoming recess. 

(2) That the Head of CorporatePolicy & Initiatives circulate to all Members appropriate 
background paperwork in respectof the A130 Bypass.(HCPD l 
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InrqvmsetoaMembzrqze8tiorL~C0mmitkwssahrlsedthattixissueof~e 
Dial-a-fide review wcmld be the sub@ of a mport to the Transpottatton 
Snbcommatee scheduId for the 29th Jane 1999. 

ciPiakngPoEcysobcommittee-26thMay1999 

. Mhae62-RcdfordRc&wmmt~Localplanpmject~kdIssoes 

ThatmewmmentsintheH~ofCorporatePollcyBrInitiativesRepoaformthebasis 
of the Council’s lesponseto tk draft PPG3Housing. (HCPr)(CP) 

With regard to tfre renew of the Dial-a-Ride Servicq Members noted that a partnership 
meting between Souknd-on4ea Borough CounciI and Castle Point Borough Council 
hadtakenplace,~thcre~~noMemberrepresantationatthatMating 
from Rochford Dikct. Considering Rochford Members to be &e foremnnen tn the 
iTWi$TW A biot~oa, put by Councillors Mrs.HLA. Glyan and seconded by 
CounciDorMrs JMGileswaswononashowofhandsanditwas 

(2)That the Fmame and Gemal Purpses Commim be Rquested to constder 
aprovd of an additional budget of E?&IO fmm contiugenciesfor tins work. (HHHCC) 
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203. IL4YIsIGH’IRAFpIc R.EGUIATlON QRDER - DISIRBX CONSULTATION OF 
5allwslDENl-s 

The Committee considered the repoa of the Hezd of Corporate Policy and Ini!xtivcs 
whichoutkdtheresoltofaqaesh- sent to a raadom sample of 500 re&ents 
seeking kir views on the proposed ‘Aa& Regul.a~w Order for Rayleigh Town 
Centre. 

In noting the 27% r&m and the snalysis of these IESUI& Members -de& they 
shouklbetaknintoaccumtaspartoftk ~ofthewayforwmdinrespectof 
the propwed Raylmgh Traffic RegulafionOrder. 

ThattberesultsofthasmveybenottdandtakwintoaaMmt8spartoftheasscssment 
of the way forward m respect of the proposed Rayleigh Traffic Regulahon 
ordfx (Hcwm 

201. RAYLEIGH TOWN cENTRJ3 PROPOSED VARIATION ‘IQ BWSTING WmG 
IESlRICTIONS 

The&nmiaeeconsideredtbzmpntofthcHeadofTraiqxt& on and Operational 
services, EssexCkmny CMmcll on a proposal to vary the existing waiting rest&ions in 
Raylelgh Town Centre, togetkr ti the representationsrewlved from fomul and 
mfolmaIconsuI~ons. 

. Memhs noted !kc followmg nmmf&mea of the pmposalz-

a) 4 bays to be provided for goodsvehicle loadi&nloading cmly. 

b) 17~~reetlim~&dwaitmgqcea 

c) 8~strtztlimitedwai@spactsfordisabkddrivirsonly. 

d) The~nowaitlngandlc&n&ml~g&ctionstobevaried. 

e) Lhited w&rig for mo+xcycl.uIx. 

f) Parkingfacilihesfofcychstsatanumhzofltions. 

The foIlowing points wexe clarifkl by Essex comny Council olkers dumlg 
diSCUSdOn:-

* The possible problems faced by the emergency szemicain negotiabq the High 
Street 

* Thetwo&wbledpkingbayswitlinGx33wtslagoon. 

* Acccdegres of @zing for motorcycles. 

l The ~CXSIO~of ihe I&g/unlh hay oatside Byfords leadmg to the Pink 
Too&U&. 

Dmmg debate, conwm wss expressed by Members at the implications of 
prondmg 2 Disatkd Personsparking bays wkhin the ‘Boots Lagoon’ and on a 
motion put by CoonciUor D.M. Ford snd secondedby Ckamcillcr Mrs JE. Ford it ?WBS 
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(2) That fur&r cmdta!xon te rudatdm onthemattcroftbeduabledpa&ingbaysat 
Boooi lagooa 

(3)Thatamviewoftbe’lIafficReg&ionOrderbe mdatakenafter12momhs. 

202. RAYLEIGH TOWN CENTRE: TRAFFIC SURVBY UPDA-N SIUDY 
ATCEIURCHSTREET 

203. 

-. .___. 
204. 

205 

(2)lIatajoiutDist&ctCotm&C!cmntyCoancllMemtcrsrcetingbeawngedtolook 
hltotkmaerfurtker. 

HtUHWAYS~PROGRAMME1999/2ooo 

MemlxrsnooedtbercptoftbeAreaTrawpWionManager-EsscxCwntycoancil 
which appised hfembem of the aI&ation of fun& for the meintenanceof highways iu 
th~.Rochfo~~~~f~1999M),togtttrer~theappmvedspeciaI 

z 

SOU’JXE4STESSEX~ACKAGEl9!X’KKl 

hiembe~~wtedthereportafd~ArcaTrmqrt&nManagu-EssexCuuntycomacil 
w~mformdMembcrsofthebackgroandto~SorrthEastEssex~(SEFS) 
~~e@programm for this financial year. 

LOCALLYDFIERMINBDPROGRAMME1999/5ooo 

TheconmutteecamsidezedthereportoftheAreaTransportetionManagerwhich 
presentedthel~y&terminedprogrammeforthe1999)2000hnanciayyearbasedon 
thebudget&caii~forMembers’appmvaL Euringdiscusionswrththsitemthe 
folIowoq points were i-z&L-

* Thcneedfota~forthe~medinginrespeaofRectoryRoadHawicwell 

* TheNorthStreetIardh&daaciingLayby 

* Thelackofroad~,atthejanctionofHarbotsWayandDownhallPad: 
Way, Rayleigh 

* The deterimon of the road s&ace along Weir PondRoad,Rcchford ’ r’ f I 
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* Thclead-intimforamvz&acaq3sbg-~~relatioritoti~ 
for St TheresaSchool Ashingaon 

The Feasiity Study for a romdabmt at the JIIIdiOn Sutton RoaiIShoplmd 
Road, R&ford 

* The.extensim of waiting restktions for High Street,Gmt Wakming 

* TherrrteriaforprioritisationofzcbracrossingsfortheRocMordDistrict 

* ThcuseofwildIifesignagesp&icaUyinrelatimtok&em 

_ 
1 

l 


-. 
205. couNTYco UtUXLDRRAY HOWARD i-

Memt~~~wiskdtoexprestli&thmkstothntyChmcikxRayHowardforhis d
L \a 

_service to Rochfcsd Dmict Coumxl’s Tmqortah and En+ 
ConmlitkcduringllistimeasasofEssexCountyCormcil’sHjghwaysand 

%Iserviwl % 
‘. 

TranspoItationCommittez. . -_ 

The meeting closed at 10.50p.m. 
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RtXIIKIRDDISTRICp.CGUNClL. 

Minu&ofthecommnnity~-

At a bfe&iug bcld on 8th Jrum1999. Presentz~CouucillotsMrs. W.M. Stevenson 

207. 

“@ 208. 

209. 

(Chanmsn),R S. Allen, P A Becker-s,T.G. Cutmom, JM. Dickson, D.P. PIad; 
DM. Ford KA Gibbs, J.H.Grey, Mrs J Hall, N. Harris, Mrs. J Helson, 
C.C. Lsn&nds, Mrs. SJ. Lemon, R-4. Pearson,Mrs. MS Vmce, Mrs M. J. Webster 
andMm MA Werr. 

Apdagks: Councillors ‘3 Black and Mrs. AR Hutchmgs 
. . 

Non MembersAttending: CouncrllomDR. Helson, R. Adams,GA, Mockford and 
P.F.A. Webster. 

COUNULLGR MRS. S..I.LHMON 

The Committee wished to expressther thanks to CouncdIcu Mm. SJ. Lemon for her 
sterhngwork aschslrman of the Community services Committeein past years. 

The Minutes of the Meeting held on 2nd March 1999 were approvedas a correct record 
acdstguedbytheChairmsn. 

MEWBERS-

Counctllor C.C Langlands declareda Non PecmdaryIn&eat in the item ” 1999 Housmg 
Inveshnent Programme” (Mmute217) by virtue of bemg a leaseholder of a former 
com5.I Property 

CouncdIor Mrs. J HalI declared a Non Penmiary Interest in the rtem “Unfit House” 
(Minute 226) by vu-meof hving closeto the property detailedin the report. 

APPO--uRGBNcYsuBm l&tdXEWAPPFAL BODY/ADVISORS 

The Commxtteeconsidered the report of the Head of Admitllstrative and Member 
Serviceswinch requested Member nominations for the Urgency SubComnnttee and 
~~gbxpect of hom-ekessnessand the demnnh&on of advisorsto this Comnnuee, 

Gnmmaea andWorkmg Parties. 

Duriug wnsideration of this itern Members were of the @r&m that Councrllor 
Mrs SJ. Lemon should be the addnional appomteeto the Urgency SubComnuttce. 

The leadm of the pohtical groups agreed that their nomhmtiousto the appeal body in 
respectof homelessmesswould be madeto the Proper Officer m the nearfutnre. 

On the matter of advtsors,Members felt that the representativesfrom the Rcchfoxl and 
StambndgeTenants Assocration and Rayletgh and Rawruth TenantsA.wmahon should 
be mvned to Meetings of the Honsmg Management Sub-Comnnttee as advrsors; 
represemativesfrom Rochford Sports Counc& Rcchford Arts Council, National Playing 
Fields Assocmtion and the Rcchford Hundred Associahon of Local Councils should be 
mvltcd to L.eumrc Sub-Comnnttee Meetings as advrsors and the representatrve from 
Rayleigh Association of Vohmtary Se~ces should be invited to attend M&mgs of the 
commumty serv1ws commmee assn adviser 

(1)That an Urgency Sub-Committee be consmuted comprismg the Chairman and 
V~aeChanmsnof this Comm~neetogetherwtth Councrllor Mrs. SJ. Lemon 
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(2) (1) That an Appeals Panel be cqtitated to &term& Appeals in respect of 
homelessness. The mmkership to be three Members drawn from a list of five, the 
~veMMembersontheiwttocompnsetwoLiberalDemorrats,twoLabourandwe 
C0rlWXIWJe. 

(3)Thaf the adwors 
Commiaee/SnbCommittee 

as outlined below he appomted to the relevauf 
for tlus Municipal Year- 

Gnnmunitysenices - 1 repntsenting Rayleigh A.smation of 
voh.mtaly services T 

J.AYmresub-comm1ttee - 1 represextung Rcchford Sports Counml, 1 
repmenting R&ford Aas Cnuncil, 1 
ryrcsentmg Nahoml Playing Fields 
Assuciation and 1 representing Rochford 
Hundred Association of Local Gmncds. 

p&my - 1 mpresenting Rcchford &S&u&ridge Tenants 
Assccmtion and 1 repres~41t&, Rayleigh & 
Rawreth Tenants Association. (HAMS) 

211. TERhfS0FREERENCI.I 

Members noted that the Terms of Reference relating to the Community Services 
co-. 

212 suB4L!o~-

The Comm~tte conndexed the appended Sub-Commtttee Mmutes and the 
-ndatlons contaIned themilL 

The Cotittee was pleased to note that with regard to recommendation 3, the ballot 
had taken place with a 76% retnm of ballot papers. A Member quesQ0ne.d whether the 
consultation had taken place m hne ti legislation (H&g Act 1985) and mhed to 
see the council’s encouragement 0fJomt tenancies 

InresponsetoMemberssugg~mrespectoftheappemleddraftPetOwning 
Tenants Contract and condfions, it was cons&red that tile result of tbz ballot which 
was due to be opened cm 9th June 1999 should detenmne the way forward for the Pe& 
111Sheltered schemes workmg Party 

(l)Thatthepmposed~leassetoutmthereportbe~ 

(2) ‘Ihat consultation with tenants be can-14 out in the form of a letter as detailed m the 
repoh 

(3) That consideration of the draft tarns of -tract be deferred pending a report back 
from the Working Party on the results of the consoltation. 

HousingMrmagementSubGm&tez-2ndJune1999 

Mime 59 - Strategy for Tenant participation 

Resolved 

llat the pohcy statement and strategy on tenants participation in the Rwhford District, 
5 1 pj?t to the changes proposed, be formally adopted (HRHhQ 
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lht a Pm-Letnng Cleanmg Servtce be inhoduced with immediate effect, but alJ 
nezssary achon be takento recovercostsfrom the outgoing tenant (H.RHM) 

213. OUTSTANDlNG ISSUES - MEETINGS OF 17THS-ER 1998 AND 
21ST JANUARY 1999 

Members were sahsfd that all necessaryaction had been taken, Minute 17/99 was 
carriedforward , 

214. PElTlION - ST. JOHN FISHER PLAYJNG FELD 

The Committee cons&red the joint report of the Head of Housing, Health and 
Community Cam and the Head of CorporatePolicy and Jnitiativesfollowmg the referral 
of a petition by Council on 2QthApnl 1999 to this Comrmttee m respect of complaiats 
of noise and vandalism around the basketbaJlcourt and recycling banks at St John 
Fisher Playmg Fields In notmg the details of the report and of the. five available 
optmns for the basketball puch and recycling facilities, Members considered that it 
would be prudent for a site vrsit to be arranged for Members to be able to properly 
evaluate all ophons. A motion put by Gamcillor P~Beokms and seconded by 
(lmmllor Mrs. SJ. Lemon for a site visit to be arranged and a Working Party to be 
conshtuti was agreed On forther consideration,however, the Commntee am!adedlts 
decisionsothat a site visit only be arranged. 

That a site visit to the St. John Etier Playing Freld be arranged for Members to 
deterrmnetheconrseof~~tobe~nmrespectofthe~ketball~and 
recyclmgbanksandthematterconsideredagainatthe~xt~arymeetmgofthis 
committee. (HHHCC) 

215. TRA-INESSM 

Members noted that the report of the Head of Corporate Policy and Jninabves wmch 
had been referred by Council to this Commttteefor consideration would be subject of a 
report to the July Meeting when the County Gypsy Ltarson Msnager would attend to 
give a presentation 

216. NOTICB OFMCYI’ION - POOLESLANE RECFEATIONGRGUNDCARPARK 

Members had before them the followmg Nottce of Monon standmg in the uames of 
Counctlion D F. Flack and GC Angus whtch had been referred by on 20thCo~cll 

April 1999to thts Cormmtteefor constdemnon~-

PoolesLaneRecmationGmundCarPark 

In vrew of the past history of violence towards remdents and the contmuance of drug 
dealing, dmg and alcohol abuse m the Pooles Jane R-on Ground Car Patk, 
Rochford Drstrict Council resolvesto erect a smtable automatic or manually lockable 
barrier or gate at the emance to the recmanon ground car park m P&es Lane, 
Hullbndge.” 

The Head of L.ersureand Cbent Servicesprovided a breakdown of the approxnnate 
costsfor the em&on of both a mauually operatedbarrmr and an automanc banter to the 
car park Consrdermgthere was ment m the scheme,it was requestedthat a foil wntten 
report detadmg the breakdown of all costsand ophons, as requestedat Council, should 
be submitted to the next meetmg of the Fmance & General Purposes Comrmtteefor 
further consideranon,although the schemecould be agreedm principlel 
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On a motion put by Couac~llor D.F. Flack and seconded by Cooncillor Mrs J. Helsoa it 
was 

(l)Thattheinstallatlonofabamerorgatetotheentrance of Pooles Lane Won 
GmtmdcarParktEagreedinprmc1ple 

(2)Thatthe~bereferredtotheFinance&GeneralParposesCommitteefora 
rep-t detailing all opttorts and costmgs to be cons&red (HLCS) 

*.. 217. 1999HOUSJNGINvffTMENTPRC’X&QvEer. 

The Comrmttee considered the report of the Head of Housmg, Health and Community 
Care wluch explamed the gmdance on the 1999 Housing Investment Pmgrammz 
submqsions and the process whxh was pmposed for production of the Hoasmg 
Strategy and Pian. In noting that the followmg documents must be submitted; Hoasmg 
Strategy Statement, Hoasing Annual Plan, Opxattonal Information form and progress 
rqort on the Home Energy Constxvation Act 1995 to tbz GJ vemmmt, Members agmd 
theprcces3forpmd~tionofthestmtegyandammalplan 

c 
That the process for pmduchon of the Honsmg Strategy and Annual Plan set yt in the ‘:
Head of Hoasmg Health & C~nummity Care’s reqort be agreed. 3 

(HHHQ3 

218. LICENSING OF HOUSE3 IN MULTIPLE OCCUPATION - CONSULTATION 

Ti-e Committee considered the report of the Head of Housing, Health and Commanity 
Care wluch gave Members the oppxhm~ty to ~LYXW the Govemrren t’s consultation 
regardmg licensmg Houses m Malhple Occqahon. -

Meti endorsed the propc& response set out m the report, subject to the followmg 
ameladmentsbemg mcluded~- 

In~tofPoint4-Shwld~beinspecbsdbeforea~is~~Members 
considered that the comment should read “m order for a licensmg scheme to be fully 
effechve then pm must be nup3ed before a hcence is Issued.....” 

In respect of Pomt 8 - Tra&ticaml Arrangements Members considered that the 
comment should read “tire are advantages and disadvantages m ather approach. What 
is essenti is that whatever arrangements are put in p& Local Authorities are 
providedwithadequateresourcesasstatedm~ecommentmSection4” 

Inrel~~toPomt9-Re~~betwtenHoastsinhlaltipleOccapationLicensing 
ami other Legkhtion (Gas Safety) Members cons&xed that landlonis should be. made 
responsible for ensuring annual safety inspectmns and any repam found to be necessary 
were mmed out at their own expense Members alsO agreed that every tenant of such 
accommodation should by law recetve a copy of the hcence and condttions. 

Members farther considered there to be little pomt m Issuing licences prior to 
inspection. A motion for a Members panel to be formed to hear appeals m respect of 
refusal to grant a licence was lost on a show of hands and II was 

That the response to the consnltahon be as set out m the report, subJect to those 
comments above. (225) (HHHCCI 
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219 RECYCLlNG SCHEME TO PROVIDE ADDIIIONAL WATER RFSOURCES mR 
ESSMANDSUFFGLKWATER 

The Commateeconsldemd the report of the Head of Housing, Health and Commumty 
Cam which advised Members of Essex and Suffolk Water’s applicahon to the 
Envuonment Agency for a discharge consent to the River Chelmer for their treated 
wastewater recyclmg plant In noung the background to the schemeand the final report 
on the pilot scheme, Members restated their previcus objection considering that 
altemahvesourcesof water, wrth potentrally less i-r& than with the method proposed 
shouldbe developed aswell asfurther leakageredtmtronmeamms. 

Resom 
-r 5 

That thusAuthority’s strong otqechon to the proposal be rerterakd to the Environment 
Agency as this Council’s views on the apphcanon for a consent to discharge recycled 
water to the River Chelmer. (743) (HHHCC) 

220. SUMMERPLAYSCHEMI SWIMMINGPROVISION (M.in 609) 

The Camnutteeconstdemd the report of the Head of Leimre and Client Servrceswhich 
set cat Offa proposals for a summer holiday sm programme followmg the 
flO,O@Jset aside at Councrl m February for the same In notmg the details of the sites 
appmckd and those tahng paq Members constdered there were more sites 
throughout the District which could potentially participate m the schemeand i-quested 
that the report be referred to Full Council for more information mgarding the use of 
addrhonalsites as opposed to the use of busesto move chrhiren throughout the I)lsuxt. 
Members requested that the prrce per person attendmg the schemesbe provided to 
Councdm order for Members to evaluatevahiefor money for the schemes 

Membersalso~tedthataletterbesenttotheChrurmanoftheGovernorsof 
Rrvemde Jumor School expressmg tins Council’s drsappointment at the school’s 
unwdlingness to permit the use of n’s mses for this mniauve. On a mouon put by 
Councillor Mrs J Helson and secondedby Couucrllor DF. Flack rt was 

(1) That the report stand deferred to Full Council for further mformation regardmg the 
summerplayschemeswimming provismn imtiauve. 

(2) That a letter be sent to the Chatrmau of the Governors of Riverside Junior School 
expressingtlus Anthority’s disappomtmentat their unwrUingnessto permit the use of 
their pnmises for this initiative. (HLCS) 

221. 57 SOUTH STREET, ROCHFORD 

NOlE Coundlor Mrs. J Helson declared a Non Pecumaty Interest m d-us Item by 
me of being a School Governor. 

The Committeeconstdemi the report of the Head of Leisure and Chent Servtceswhich 
updatedMembers on the progress of the proposal Youth Facility Project at 57 South 
SW Members noted the backgmund to the scheme and the outcome of a meetmg 
w~tba parmerorgamsatronon 4th June and were pleasedto seethe issuemoving along 

Resolved 

That the report be noted 

222. THE ESSEX ACI’IVE SPORTPAR-

The Commrtteeconsidered the report of the Head of Lensureand Client Services which 
advnxd Members of a major new nauonal sports development programme receiving 
Exchequer fundmg from Sport England and also the National Lottery Sports Fund 
called “Achve Sport”. Members noted that the aim of the mmative was to seek to bring 
together almost a decade’s worth of sport development and mseamhexperiences that 
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code the need for * complete overhaul of how young people and spxts clubs, 
coahmg programmes and govemmg body performauce programmes inter relate. 
Confirmmg ther wish to be involved m the partnership, Members considered that the 
maximum E8M) pea ammm contnbuhon could be met from the existing Sports 
kvelopmxt Budget. 

Redved 

(1) That Rochfcml District Council achvely participate in the Acave Sporis Pamxrshrp 
m Essex. 

_ (2).That th~SRochfor$uDistrict Council representatives on the Essex Sport Forum be 
gwen approval to sign the Memorandum of Understanding confirmmg the ‘Authority’s m 
commitment and level of rescmcetotheparme&pforafiveyearperiod. (HLCS) 

ANlM.4LwELFARELIm~RENHFKALINspEcTIoNs 

‘The Cormittee considered the report of the Head of Housing, Health and Commumty 
can: which advised members of the fkmncial, resource and legal impluxhons of 
implementing a new policy of annual licence renewal msptxtlons being camed cut 
wlthout appoiutment. 

In ridrug the current practice of Animal Welfare Licence renewal mspechons, the 
practke with other nelghbourtng anthonties and that there w&d be a need to draw on 
resmrws alhated to inspectmg low risk Heal&i and Safety premises if the policy was 
actioned, Members considered that the pohcy outhoed m the Report should be 
~mplemx&, subject to a six monthly renew. I 

Redved 

(1) Tllat the following policy be &opted:- 

(i) Renewal inspdons of riding establishmcq animal boardmg &abh&meats, 
dangerous wild animals and dog brezdmg prenuses are camed out by appomtment, and 
pets ShOp RlEWd inspectionS EUZ utmed OUt M~OW”ced; 

(b) The renewal iaspechons of ndmg establishments, ammal boarding establjskmxxts 
and dangerous wild animal premises rue carned out by an officer and a vetermary 
prachhonq and tie renewal mspzc~oos of dog breadmg premises and Pet shops are 
camd out by an officer alone; 

(in) Unimnormced mterim inspechom are carried out for ridmg estabhshnxnts, animal 
bwdmg estabhshments, pet shops, dog breedmg and dangerous wild ammal prermses. 

(iv) The unmuonnced mtenm mspechons of ndmg estabbshments are carried out by an 
offi and a vetarky practitioner at no charge to the hcensee; and the unarmoumxl 
merim impeaions of kudmg &ablishmems, pet shops, dog breeding and dangerous 
vnld ammal prem are camed out by an officer alone, wxth a further visit by an 
officer and vetermary practihoner camed out If necessary, and 

(2) That the working of the policy be reviewed by this Conmuttee m six months hme. 

It was fmthe.rRECOMMENDED 

‘IT@ an additional budget of ;El,X@ for intenm nsrts by the ve&xmary practitioner and 
f500 for addihonal overtime be approved. (HHHCC) 

cRuu4LcRHw19s9 

The Commttee considered the report of the Head of Corporate Pobcy and Imtiahves 
which apprised meti of Crual Crew 1999 and requested funding for the imhahve 



Members noted the purpose of the scheme and that the Counc~I had supported the 
miuative m past years It was considered that the scheme provided a an important 
aspect of the e&cat1011 and development of Year 6 pupils and was to be supporEd 

RFEOMMENDED 

That assistance ulth tiding the 1999 Crucial Crew Inihative m the amount of f4-W be 
agreed. (HCPI) 

225. FWITIIONS 

Concern was express4 by Members at the pehtions dating to door entry systems and 
installatim~ of l~un radings whxh had been referred fmm Council on 20th April 1999 
not bemg on the agenda. The Commtttee was advised that all three pctmons would be 
SObJEt of reports to the July Meetings of Comnmm ty services. 

226. EXLUSION OF THE PUEZIC 

That under Section lOO(Ax4) of the Lz& Govermnent Ab 1972, the public be 
excluded from the Meeung for the following item(s) of buskss on the grounds that 
they mvolve the lkely disclomre of Exempt Jnformahon as defined in F’amgraph 13,5 

i and9respectIvelyofFxtlofScheduleKLAofthekt. 

227. UNITI- HOUSE 

X-c Cmmmee considered the cotidenhal report of the Head of Housmg, Health and 
Commnnity Cam which gave details of a property withm the Diict which was unfit 
for human k&ta&on and proposed a way fonvard in m of the same. In notmg the 
result the nelgfibourhood renewal assessment which had been camed out, which had 
ldeohfied ckxnolition and rcbtdlding as the least- cost and most beneficial option, 
Members considered them were possible altemahve courses of action which m&l be 
takenandrequestedthatthesebemvestigatedandtharthereportbedefe~toa~ 
tweting of this Commmee. It was further requested by Members that the Plaumng 
Section be requested to “fast track” appiicahons from mdkduals looking to demolish 
and xbmld pro@es condemned as unfit. 

Resolved 

(1) That Ofiicers m-gate further the alternatrve ammgements which conId be made 
inrespectofthisunfitpropertyandthatthematterbedeferredtoafuture~ungof-a this cmlumttee 

(2) That the F%rming Section be requested to “fast track” applications from tividuals 
lookmg to demohsh and rebmld pmpertles condemned as unfit. (HHHCC) 

22%REPAYMENT OF HOUSE RENOVATION GRANT 

The Commtttee considered the confidenti report of the Head of Housing, Health and 
Communrty Cam whxh adti Members of a case where a former grant reclpznt had 
vmtten to state their mtention to sell their property, requestmg that the Council does not 
demand repayment of theE grant Mmdful of the lepslahve boumianes and 
Govermnent gudance involving grams, Members consxdered that should the p-y 
be sold, given the sale pnce was expected to cover the purchase of an akmatlve 
dwelling the grant should be wd and It was 

That m the event of the sale of the pmperty referred to m the report, repayment of the 
Renovation Gmnt paid m respect of the property be demanded fmm the grant raclpient 
m accordance with the Local Government and Housmg Act 1989 (Section 121). (968 
(HHHCC) 

l 
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229. ANALYSIS OF mERs RIJCEMD PDR .XHDNLE OF RATJS FOR 
EIECIRICALREPAIRS TO COUNCJLPROPERTY- CONTRACr’2059 

‘he Committee comdered the confider& report of the Head of Leisure and Client 
Serviceswhzh sought approval to the acceptance of tenders received on the above 
cxmtrau 

That the tender submit@3by Bmh’s Ekctrml at the rate of -10% be acqted for a 
fixed pxiod of two years and for the tbxd and fourth yearsto be adpsted to tbe average 
haease in the.building mainte~ cost @hcez as puhlisbed by the Royal bhttlte of 
charteredsurveyors. (HLCS) 
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i=mhfdIxmra~ 

To the mcemg of FINAxE&G?3NmALPURPOSES 

..­ On: 15nIJm-m 1999 .­ -_. 

Report of: HEADOFAD- TIvEANDMFMBERsHRvIcEs 

Title* h4NUIZOFCORPORA’IEFZSOURCF!SSUB-COMMlTIEE 

AllthOr: Mr J Bostcck Report Approved By* &P&Q& 

At a meeting k&l on 9th Jane. 1999. FrcscntCotmc~Uors RAdams, DEBames, 
Mrs. J.M. Giies, Mrs. J. H&on. C.R Morgan, V& Leach, T. Livings, RE Vmgoe, 
PP.A Webster, D.A. Weir and Mrs. M-4 Weir. 

Apologies Cmmciior G. Fox. 

Substhtes Councillor Mrs. W.M. Stevenson 

234. AFW3lNlMTNTOFcHAIRMAN 

Councillor D E. Barnes was appointed Chauman of the Sub-Committee for the mmuapal year. 

235. MINmm 

The Mmntes of the meetings of 30th March, 7th April and 15th Apnl 1999 were approved as 
correct records, subject to an amendment to Mmute 227 to include reference to Coumxllors 
R.E Vmgce rmd hirs. WM. Stevenson having moved the mohm ti regard to revised cnterm 

6. MEMBERS’INERJXW 

(i) Gxmcillor DEBames declared a non qmmiary iu~erest in the item relahng to the 
Mllennium clock, Rayleigh by vntae of his mk as Chanman of the Rayleigh Town Centre 
Committee. and &d not vote thcreot~ 

(ii) Cotmcdlor Mrs. I. H&on declared a non-pecuniary mterest m the item relating to the 
Millennium clock, Rayleqh, by vutoe of her mle as Chauman of Rayleigh Town Cooncll. 

(id) CounnlIor CR Morgan declared a pecuniary mterest in the items relatmg to the Local 
Government Penaon Scheme and the Local Government (Dxretionary Payments) 
(Amendments) Regulations 1999 by wtue of hts unfe’s employment and left the mechng dnrmg 
conslderahon thereof. 

(IV) Councillor P.F.A. Webster declared an interest in the item on apphcatton for of Public wmw 

Entertrdmxnt Licence Fee and &d not speak or vote thereon. 



237. TERMSOFRE3ERENCB 

The SuWmrmttee noted rts Terms of Reference 

238 MEtmm TRAININGANDDEvEulpMENT 

The Sub-Committee considered the report of the Chief Executive on the praduction of a 
stmctured traming and development programme for Members of Rochfmd District Council 

In responding m Member questions, the Chief Bxecutive confnmed/advrsed - 
* i 

(I) that involvement m a naiumg and development programme wotdd not be obligatory: 

(ii) that information obtained from Members dnrmg pmgrannne development would be treated 
with full confidentiality. 

(iii)thatinproducingtherepottthepo~~~ofincl~extemalfacilitatorshadbeen 
excluded due to the size of the budget avadabk. 

(iv) that Member traming should be seen as au ongoing process, the core of which shcukl be of 
v&e m hiembers irrespective of length of oe~ce. Over recent months, Government kd 
propals regarding the role of Counoii and Councillors had high&&ted the constantly changing 
natye of Loal Govenunent and the potential value of trammg. 

(v) that one-off traumg sessions in technical areas such as Development Control and Plauning 
would contmue. 

Dnnug &bate, a Member commented on the value of emuring that naming assessment was 
obje&ve. A number of Members mcqmsai the potential advantage of involving external 
famlnamrs durmg the traming needs identiticatmn stage. Such involvement could help mininnse 
the workload placed on the Corporate Management Board and provide a valuabk forum for 
semor Members. Agamst savings whtch could be associated wrth fmeing up the time of senior 
Managers, the intrcduchon of extemsl facihtators could be relahvely cost effective. 

Members recognised that it was often difliailt m engender the connnhmem of all CWicil 
Members to traming programmes and that unfortonately, a lack of mterest in training and 
development could sometunos be assccu& wtth a higher need for such traimng. 

Intermsofmovingforward,Membusfeltthatitwouldbeappropnate,inthefirstinstance,for 
alLMembers to be ask& to complete the proposed survey form under com%iential cover and for 
the results m be fed back to the s~b-caunittee. Such an approach would not preclude a ftnnm f” 
decisron to follow the stages suggested in the report It was also felt that it would be of value m 
ascertain the costmgs which could be assoctated with the inmxinction of external facrlitamrs at 4 

the interview stage. The Sub-Connmttee agreed a Mohon moved by Crsmcillor Mrs. J. H&on 
end seconded by Councillor RE. Vmgoe in this regard. 

In reviewmg the suggested survey form, a number of amendments were proposed. A Member 
suggested that as part of the survey process all Members could be consulted on their view wnh 
regud m the use of external facilrtamn 

(1) That, in the first mstance, all Members be asked m complete the proposed survey form under 
confi&nh.sl cover with results fd back to the Sub-Commirtze to enable determination of the way 
forward. 

(2) That, in the meantime, the Chief Ek%UhVe ascertain costmgs which cculd be asscciated with 
the mtmductton of external training facrhtators. 

,
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(3)That~~surveyformbe~subjeQto~incluslon~aqqueshato~ 
the views of aII Members wtth regard to the use of external traming facilitators and t& followmg 
illlh?lldmentS.-

Role of Members PIOVltiOll for ‘Managmg the 
Authority’andfottkrdefimhonofthemeaniog 
of “pohcy form&&ion” and “bnsmess plannmg”. 

Access to Information Technology lnclnde boxes to enable h&cation of e~tlxx IH) 
. . _. expenence in using a comp:kx or n? mterest . . 

Training and Development D&lemeaningof”personalsaf~“and 
ekhaate on the term “use of information 
technology” 

Ildlde provlaion for RegIonal 
Oovermncntmegionfd Development: 

Types of Training Inchde andio vimal. 

AWUlabIhty Inclnde pro&on for shorter, busmess specific, 
sessiotls. 

AllHeadings Remove reference to “other (plea% specify)” 

UXALOOWRNMENTPENSION-

The Sub-Commtttee considered the rqat of the Corpuk Director (Fkance & mai 
Services) on the need to review former policy dectslons in respect of the Local Government 
Pension Scheme. 

RECOMMENDED 

That the poIines prevtously agreed by the CotuciI rema.m ~Chan&. mx=@m 

GOVERNMENT DISCRETTONARY PAYMENTS (AMENDMENTS)
kiEk4TroNs 1999 

NOTE: ‘lle Chauman admitted this Item of bnameas In view of the need for e&y public&on of a 
policy document. 

The Sub-Commttee amsrdemd the report of the Corponue Director (Fii & External 
Services) on recent amendments to the Local Government (Discrehw 
Payments)(Amendments) Regulations 1999 and the requirement on Lucal Authorities to produce 
fomal policies as to how they wtll apply the Wons. 

Havmg obtained some report clarificahon from tk Gxporate Dn-ector the Subcommittee agreed 
to adjourn the tneeting for a 15 mmute recess Upon reconvening It was. 

RECO-ED 

(1) That the contmuation of the poEcy to use actnal pay m redundancy calculations be confirmed 

(2)That~chongebemadetodKpolicyonaddedyears~~ofretirementonthegrounds 
of efficiency of the service. 
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(3) That wcth mgd to the award of lump sum compensation payme- the Council cr~ruttttes Its 
current policy based upon the paynxmt tables provided for under the J3mploymcnt Pmtecuon 
ConsohdationAct 1978 which provides for a maxnmm 30 weeks paynmt 

(4) That with %gd to compensauon for added years, esch case be considered on tts merits. 
cwl=m 

241. APPLICATION FOR WAIVER OF PUEUJC EWJERTAJNMENT LICENCEFEE-OFENAIR 
PLAY, R4YLEJG.H MmNT 

The Sub-Committee considered the report of the Head of Hcmsmg, Health & Commumty Cam on 
the d&.ermmation of an applicahcm fora Public Entertammen t Licence fee waiver. 

The Sub-Commi~ CMlcurrcd with the mew of a Member on the value of the proposed event to 
the public amer)ffy, the fmancial n&s being taken by the Southend Shakespeare Company, and- 

That, as in the prcvicsls year, a 100% waiver be granted in respect of the Public Entertainment 
Ltcence fee for the open an play, Rayleigh Mount, BclIingham Lane, Raylmgh on 17th and 18th 
July1999 (HHHCC) 

242, MILLENNIUM-RAmGH 

The SubCommittee considered the report of the Head of corporate Pobcy & Jnitianves outhmng 
an offer from Rayleigh Town Council to have the Disn-ict CounciYs Coat of Arms placed on one 
side of the new MtfIenimn Clock. 

On a man moved by Councillor V.H. Lea% and seconded by CounciRor Mrs. J.M. G&s, It 
W&S:-

That the Council pursues the proposal for the District CouruZs Coat of Arms to be attached to 
one side of the new Rayleigh Mdlemtium Clock but that an applicatmn be made to the 
Millennium Pund set aside by the County Council wtth regard to funding the cost of’El,U25. 
(HW 

243 TRANSPORTPLANNER 

The Su~munttee considered the report of the Head of corporate Pohcy & Jnihatives outlimng 
ProgressmadetodatemappointingadedicatedTranspoaPlannertofakeresponsihilityfoI 
preparingatranspo~strategyforthcDistrict. 

Durmg debate, the Chiif Fxcutive referred to current indmatmns that the Government wouId be 
placing even greater emphasts on transport policy m the near future and to the value of ensvring 
the Diict was in a position to mfhtemx transcport decisions. 

Whdst It was diippomtmg that endeavours to till the post had proved tmsuccessful, Members 
accepted that the em- now needed to be on idennfying a way forward which would allow 
ap~mtment of someone able to contribute to this key area of work. During discussion, a number 
of Members raised concern at recent day to day mterface wtth County Highways officers and the 
impow of ensuring that Dtsmct provtded effective Officer repmsentation at inter-Authotny 
mcmngs. The Chief Executrve undertook to review the sit&on m this regard 
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ThataSeniorPlanner~expeItiseineansportplanniogmaaersbeappointtdwrthinthe 
Corporate Pobcy & Iniives Drvtsion to be responsible for the preparation of the Council’s 
transport stmtegy and to contrtbute as appropriate to other Council plans and strategies. 
O(HcpI) 

244. EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC 

Resdved 

That under Sechon 100(A)(4) of the Lccal Government Act 1972, the public be exclnded from 
the Meetmg for the. following item of busmeas on the grounds that it involves.the bkely __ 
disclosure of ExemptInform&m asdefinedm Paragraph7 of Part 1 of Schedule12A of the Act. 

245. SHOP PREMISES - 174ROCRFORD GARDEN WAY 

The Sub-Committeeconsdered the confidential report of the Head of Legal Serviceson the need 
to determute the future of one of two lock-up shop premises on the Rochford GardenWay estate 
WldpOSSlblhtiesWlthKCgfUdtOClassilse. 

Atthecommencementof~ItemtheChairmanrtportbdthelatestvlewsof~LocalWard 
1;,=-. Member. 

During debate,the S&-Committee recognisedthat the over&kg objectrve should be.to prev& 
Council property at thrs location commg into dtsnse and mamtaining the provtston of a 
community servicem the area(which was key to the Council’s Cnme andDisorder strategy). 

Responding to questions Officers advised on the precise nature of cxtsting lease arrangements, 
mcluding the dnttes of tenants and the Counctl. It was noted that Officers kul i&rmally 
review& possibilities with regard to ammnmty we. WhiIst further investigahonskonsultation 
would need to be undertaken, there could be some scope.for reviewing the rquuements in 
respectofmarhetrent. 

Members agree3that the possibiities a.wxmtd wnh comtig prop-ties in tandemshould not 
be dtsconnted and that it would be of value to review the possibllay of providmg shuttersat the 
pWlllSeS. 

(1) That, in consultation with Local Wan+Members, officers under&e a detailed review of the 
Council’s shop pmmtseson the Rc-chfordGardenWay estatein terms of opttons for theii future 
lease. 

(2) That, in terms of the time factors involved, a meetmg of the Urgency SubCommittee of the 
Emance and GeneralparposeSCommttteebe convenedto consider the report. (HIS) 

The meeting closedat 10.01p.m. 
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Ftcdfcdmcwndl 

To the meehngOE TRANSFORATIONANDEMVlRONMBNI~SERVICBS 

on: 15TH JuL#Y 1999 

Report of HEADOFAD -TIvEANDMBMBw~vIcEs 

Title: MlNUIFSOl?THEsTAMBRIDGESBWAGBTRJL4TMENTWORKS 
WORKING PARTY 

Anthor: A Wyatt Repat Approved By 

l At a Matting held on 14th June 1999. Present Cauncdlors P.A Beckem,D M Ford, / 
Mrs. J E Ford, JE. Grey, A. Hoslaog, Mrs MS. Vmce and Mrs. MJ. Webster. 

Apologies: Conncillors K.A Gibbs, BR. Aylmg aad C.C. Langlands. 

Advisers AtteuXng - Mr C Hayes representingadgewatch, Mr. Bailey representing 
Sludgewatchand Mr. T. Conlson reprexxtig StambndgePansh Camcll. 

Apologies~Advisers-Mr.C.KeenrepresentingSouthEastEssexFnendsoftheEaah, 
Mr J Squire reprexntmg Nahonal FarmersUnion. 

19. APFOJBlT@NTOFcRAIRhlAN 

CounciIlor D M. Ford was nonMat& Chairmanfor the remab&r of the MUIIIC@ Year. 

20 

The Minutes of the Meeting held on 16th March 1999 were approvedasa correct record 

c 1. SLUDGBWATCH REPRESBNTATIVB 

Members agreedthat for this Meetmg only, Mr. Bailey would sit for the durahon of the Meetmg 
as the person most teckmxally qnahfied from Sludgewatch to consider and debate the matter 
beforeMembers 

22. TERMSOFREFBRBNCE 

Members noted the terms of reference relating to the Stambndge Sewage Treatment Works 
worlang party 

23. WASTEMANA(XMENTLlCKHCE CONSULTATION 

The Workmg Party cons~demdthe report of the Head of H&g, Health and Commmuty Care 
w&h advisedMembers of consulwon from the Envmmment Agency regarding Anghan Water 
Se~ces apphcahon to the Environment Agency for a Waste Management Lrcence m resp&t of 
thekeeping andtrc&ng of con!&led waste at Rochford SewageTreatmentWorks, Stambndge. 
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Members welcomed Mr Frank Sannders fmm the Envmmment Agencywhohadbeeninvuedto 
attend the meeting to answer Members questmna on the matter. By way of mm&ction 
Mr ,!hUl&m Clarified the lY4WXB Why f&2 pilot scheme had operated for so long withont a Waste 
Management Licence Members were advrsed that them had been a number of legal questions 
mto the defmiticm of waste and how this process was interpreted. Under normal woes l
the Environment Agency did not licence sewage treatment works, however given the nature of 
the scheme and the &nixtnms tmported onto the sue it was the Ekrvimmnent Agency’s opinion 
that the process was licensable. 

The aims of the Bnvironuxent Agency on the issue of a k=ence was to ensure the following:- 

AgreaterdegmeofpathogenkillwithmtheBnalpmject 
Thereductionofcdcatrsanddustfromthesite. 
Thesafetyofthepmduct. 
The madming of the 0veraU scheme 

In response to Members’ questions the Working Party were salved of the following pomta:- 

Thelicencewonldnotbeis~untilaregponseonmematterhadbeedlreceivedfrmn 
MichaelMeacherwhow~dbem~ptofhisrepo~on~safetyoftfieprodnctm 
thenemfuture. 
ThesoarcesofmatenalcouldnatberesaictedbytfieAgency. lkrewaanomch&ion 
mtheappbcationtosaythatsludgewouldbelmportedfrmnanywheaeotherthanthe 
Rcchford Dish&t and the Borough of Southend on Sea. l 
Should there by any desrre on Anglian Watex’s part to incmase th.!?SizeOftIlC?GplT3tOll 

there would be a need for phummg permisston to be sought and thts would provide 
somecontmLsoversttcsspreadsmdongmofrmporkdma&ialsetc. 
‘Ihe En-t Agency were dous of the problems experienced in Me testmg of 
the ppdine from Southend, usmg water. In respect of the 2Xhn3 test wrth sludge, the 
Agencywouldneedppiornotificationofthtstest Todatethetesthadnotbeencanied 
out The nsue of mrportahon of mate&l by tanker was controlled by the number of 

. vehtcle nmvements pzmiued by planning penmssmn. 
part of the licensing process was to quamify hazard&k posed by a scheme. 
Momtormg statements had been requested by Fnvnonme.nt Agency which were still 
awaited There would be a need to monitor the process constan@. One off 
excadenm would be looked mto, however further cFzcmre- cQuld lead to 
enforcement actum taken under the Envhommmt Pmtechon Act, each case hemg jadged 
on its merits 
In~oftheoldmaterialonthesiteitwasthemtentlonofAnglianWatertoc~h 
thecompactcdmaterXstoenabkrtseaseofusebypurchasers. Thrsmatermlwas 
being used on Land in Suffolk and Norfolk The same @uct had been sampled and 
WBSmldergoitq lAbamy testing for the En vkomtmt Agency reports to Mr. M-her. 

Du.%dourfnoisenmsance. 
The need to closely monitor the sue (Jt was reqnested that where possible Rochfcad 
DtstrictCouncilbemadeawareofmnntmmgdata). 

g{ Whethertherewasmfactamfuketfortbeprodu5X 
Whatwouldhappentotheplantlmatwal should the scheme be decommissioned. 

6) The Heahh and Safety Execuhve’s involvement with the enforcement of health and 
safety law. 

MindfuI of the Head of Housing, Heah3 and &mmmnty Care’s representatives’ opmions ill 
rekdmn to the need to m&gate dnat nuisance and after a motton put by Conncillor 
Mrs.M.S. Vii and seconded by CounciLfor A. Haskmg, amended by Cotmctllor 
Mrs. MJ. Webster and seconded by Counctllor J.B. Grey, tt was 

7 l 



(1) That Offlc3l-s Ill-* wllchr lllommmgdetarelatmgtoKPlus,releasEflfImnAnglian 
Water to the Enwunment Agency could be passed to Rochford Dhxt Council on a regular 

a basis. 

(Z)Thatthelicencebenotissned~cropteshngfromNorfoIkandSuffo~kdthetesting 
from the stocktie results were known. (HHHCC) 

The Mseting closed at 10 15pm 



Minuteaofthepmamz&GakXalPurposesCoFnrnittee 

At a Mee-ting held on 15th June 1999. present Camcillors C R Morgan (chairman), 
R Adams, D.E Barnes, T G Cutmore, D F Flack, G Fox, Mr?.. JM Guiles, 
Mrs H.L A Glynn, D.R. H&on, Mrs J Helson, V.D. Hutchmgs, V.H. Leach, 
Mrs SJ Lemon, T Livmgs, GA Mockford, Mrs W.M. Stevenson, RE Vmgoe, 
P F.A Webster, D.A Weir and Mrs. M kWeu 

Visiting Counclllors J.E Grey, C C. Langlands, P.D. Stebbmg and Mrs. M J Webster 

230. 

That the Mmutas of the Meetmg held on 13th April 1999 be approved as a correct 
mod and signed by the Chairman, snbJect to reco rumadabons 3-7 of Minute 135 
bemg shown as resolutions and resoluhon 7 bemg adjusted to refer to resohrtions 5 and 
6 rather h-m 4 and 5 respectively 

l 231.MEMBERs­

232. 

That an Urgency Sub-Committez be ca~~~tituted conqmsmg the Charman and 
Vice-Chmrman of dus Conumteee together with one Member of t& Liberal Democrat 
Gmup, to be normrated by the Leader of that Group. (HAMS) 

233. TEfRMSOFREFERENCEi 

The Comnuttee noted its Terms of Reference 

234. RBPORT OF URGENCY SUB-CO- - OUT OF HOURS CALL-OUT - . 
CHUBB 

l The Conmuttee received the report of the Head of Legal Semces outlimng the recent 
deuaon of the Urgency Sub-Comnnttee that the Chief Execuhve be authorised to make 
arrangements for the out of hours call-out service to be prov&d by Basildon DI&IC~ 
Councd for a per& of 12 months and to report further m the Autumn cycle ti regard 
to the implemntahon of a full new se~ce 

The Ckef Executive reported verbally on recent informatmn that Chubb, the supplier of 
the embng out-of-h- call-out swice, was not w~thdrawmg from service supply but 
trausfemng 1t.s business to a thud paty. In response to Member questions he 
confirmed that the mtentmn was to transfer the e-g call-out number to the new 
arrangement an& should this II& be possible, give suftkrent pubhcrty. The Chkman 
couf& that aunt wouId bs t&en of the comment of a Member on the uqatancz? 
of ensuring elderly persons’ organk&ms were furm&ed anth the dctad of 
arrangements should it be necessary to change the out of hours number 

235OUTSTANDING~SUES 

The Comnnttee was sahsfid that all necessary actIon had been taken. In response to B 
questlon, the Cluef Execuhve advised that a letter outlimng the current slmon witha regard to proposals for the refurbishment of pubk to&% m Rayleigh and R&ford 
would be m&&d in the forthcoming Member distribution. 
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236 SlNGIE WORK Ftlcusm GATEWAY - PRESEWTA’ITON 

The Committee rwemd a pmsentatmn On the Single Work Focused Gateway (now 
known as ONE) from Davrd Whitman, Stuart Chapman and Joan Lambert of the 
pro]&. The presentation

l 
aWZ!Xd the key ObJeCtIVeS Of the prOJeCt, the basic pt3nClpleS 

and the drfferences which chents would expenence The overall objectrve was to move 
to a more sueam& aud efficient system m which there was a smgle point of access to 
welfare and m whtch everyone who bad the potential to work was provtded with help to 
fti it A local unplementatmn scheme had been estabhsh4 for the pilot ate. covermg 
Southend, Chehnsford and Rayleigh. The site would go live on 28th June 1999 and 
work to date had seen au empbaats on the review of processes. It was hoped to extend 
the p&t to cover other areas of South East Essex, m&ding Rocbford where the 
Gateway orgamsers may wish to see a servme offer& from the Council offices. 

In response to Member questtons, the repmsemahves advr.&/u3nfirmed that.- 

(0 Adwe staff were receiving mtensive trammg and that benefit experts would 
be bated WI& those staff Advisers would have an overvrew of what could 
be claimed (rather than prccessmg each claim). 

(iI) There was confidence that proposals would not comptcmrse the sarvme, which 
would appear seamless to users The n&d to mamtam home vrsitmg was 

l acknowledged. 

(iii) Under New Deal, four pilot schemes had been private sector led, the private 
sector being bound by the same rulee of confidenhahty as Governmmt 
departments 

w Whilst funding provramn had bean made available to recompense Local 
Authorihes, rt was expected that, on cccasrons and during the nnplementation 
stage, semor local anthonty staff would be able to offer advice on a free of 
charge basis outstde the fundmg arrangements 

Feedback and mvolvemeut from Local Authorrues was welcomed 

The potenaal requirement wrth regard to the provision of advrce On housmg 
be&it and council tax was under revrew. 

In terms of accommodation requuements plDJect Orgamsers had lrecelVed early 
mdication that space was not available within Rochfotd Dismct Councri 
pre=. 

0 (viii) Whdst the need to consider varrous site gossibiiitres had not been ruled out, 
Rayleigh Job Centre’s &zmmodation should prove adequate 

(3 Wlnlst mter-agency workmg could sometimes be consrdered somethmg of a 
“pqxr-cW, an objectwe was to pmvrde a seamless service for chents. 

6) 

W Advisers were appomted On the Civil Service Executtve officer grade and, 
given the nature of the work specific staff performance targets were not set. 

DurmgdebateaMemberex~someooncernthat,attfusstage,theGatewayteam 
was unable to e&e.ss concerns ratsed at a Meetmg of tba Connmttee held on 
13th April 1999 with regard to the ndentrticatmn of work and costs which may be 
transferred to Local AuthOritres and problems which could be assocrated wrth the hkely 
increase m the number of persons usmg Drstnct Council 0ffice.s to clann 
benefit. (Minute 13649 refers). Spenfic reference was made to the need for cletarlcd a infonnatmn on the number of staff whtch could actually be mvolved, possible hours of 
operation, the e&mat4 number Of visitor&atchuent area and buildmg work 
requnements (mchtdmg telephone hues) masfar as they impacted On Rwhford Drstrrct. 
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Inreco~g~therewouldbeaneedfora~rrepartto~Committee,~ 
Gateway team conErr& that they would provide a written response to specific 
queshons,mcludmg likely implementattoncostsgiven the Dismct’s small budget The 
Chanman advrsedthat no decision would be taken on any proposalsunttl consxleration 
hadbeengrventotheftniherrepoa 

231. RlTQ~ATIONS OF PARELNTCOMhRTEJB 

The Connmtteeconsnleredthe mcommendauonsof the ParentComnuttees. 

commit& Date. 

TRANSPORTATION & ENVIRONME!HTAL.SERVICES 3rd Jtme 1999 

MinnrC159-prrststageAiT~~RevleW 

that approval be grven to the introductim~ of an addmonal budget of f2,ooO from 
contmgenciesfor the fmt stageAn Quahty Review (HHHCC) 

co-SwvIm 8thJune1999 

Mm1te216-NotkceoFMoticm-holesLamRecreafiooGmandCarF’ark 

Tle Committee con.~ded an addendum report from the Head of Letsure & Chent 
Servrccs detaihng proposals, mcludmg costmgs of provrdmg security gates for the 
Pooles Lane Recmatron ground car park The Chief Eixecuuvereported verbally on 
mcident s&&tics receivedfrom the police. 

Notw&tandmg specific proposals, a number of Members commented 01 the 
pempum that the costs a.sxmatd with mahng arrangementsfor the opemng and 
closing of car park gateswere t&b varied andhtgh. It was felt that a report back cn the 
existmg -gemcnts that the Authonty has for loclang vartous facilities would be of 
V&i% 

Respondingto questions,the He.& of Financial Servicesindnxted the factors associated 
wth the e&mate3 set out in the repoa and mnfirn&thattherewouldbeaneedto 
review the Coluacll’s ms- pohcy in terms of the cover avmlable for Persons 
vohmteermgto lock gates. lhe Chief Extxuuve commentedthat the repott hrghhghted 
the cmtmgs which could be assccmtedwrth mchvrdualapproachesto contractors anda the value of udertakmg a corporaterevrew of contrsctiug -gemems. He confirmed 
that any decision to proceed with proposals would be expedited as soon as possible, 
subjectto the outcomeof consuhauonwrth the ParishCouncrl/lccal resnients 

On a motion moved by Couocillor PF.A Webster and seconded by 
Councillc~R. Adams,It was’ 

That the propals for installing a galvamsedfive bar 4 5 metre wade secunty gate, 
bollards and signageto the P&es Lane Recneahongrouml car park at a cost of E6CGbe 
agreed, subJed to opening and closing beii camed out by agreementwim enher the 
ParishCouncrl or local resrdtmts.(HICS) 

That an addmortalbudget of 51,500 for interim visits by the vetermaryprztitxmer anda ELKI for additional overtnnebe approved (HHHCC) 
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ReXlIved 

That awstance wuh fundmg the 1999 Crucd Crew Imuahve m the amnmt of W be 
agreed (HaI) 

238 MINUTBS OF CORFQRAIE REsouRcEs suB-co- HELD ON 9TH 
JUNE1999 

The thmmttee consIderedthe S&Conmnttee Mmutcs (appendedto the signed copy 
of theseMmutes) and Recommendationscontamed&erem. 

(1) That, m the first instance,all Members be as!& to complete the proposed survey 
form under contidenhal cover we& IBIIILS fed back to the Sub-Committeeto enable 
detenttmanonof the way forward. 

(2) That, in the ,. the Chief Execnbve ascertain ccstmgs wtih could bea as- with th: mtmdnchonof externaltraining fa&tatos 

(3) That the proposed smvey form be agreed, snbJectto the mclusmn of a question to 
ascertainthe views of all Memberswith regard to the use of externaltrainmg facilitators 
and the foIlowmg amendments:-

Role of Members Pmvmon for ‘Managmg the Author@’ 
and fmtb=erdefimtion of the meaumg of 
“policy form&dim” and “busmess 
plannmg”. 

Accessto Information Include boxes to enable h&c&on of 
Technology e&m no experience in uamg a computer 

or no mtere.st. 

Tranung and Development Define manmg of “personal safety” and 
ela&ate on the term “usa of inform&on 
tacbnology” 

Include provision for Regional 
Government/Regional Development; 
Town&in& CentralGDWWlS; 

Government and Quango employment 
agenc*es 

Types of Trammg Include audlo visual 

Availabihty Inch& prowsion for shorter, business 
specific,sessions. 

AU Headings Remove reference to “other (please 
F-3) 

a 
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Milmte239-LocalGovernment Fasialsclmm 

Redved 

That the phnes previously agmedby the Council remainunchanged. (C!D(FES)) 

Mhmte240-tiGovemment DisaetioaaryW(- ts) Regnlations
1999 

It was noted that rec~mmendahon(4) should haveincluded appmpnate referenceto t&e 
‘mtere.stof the se~cd and-

Resolved 

(1) Thai the c0ntinuat10nof the polazy to use actual pay m redmldancy calculations be 
confirmed. 

(Z)Thatnochangebemadetothepolicyonaddedyearsmrespectofretirementon~ 
gl7md.s of efficiency of the service. 

(3) That with regard to the award of lump sum compensationpayments, the Council 
conMues its current policy based upon the payment tables pmvldexl for under thel Employment Protechon Cons&&ion Act 1978 which provides for a maxmum 30 
weekspaynmt. 

(4) That wth reganl to compmsa!iai for ridded years, each case of retuement m the 
mm of servicebe coilsldemdon Its merits (CD(FF!s)) 

Mhmte241-‘4@ic&alfawal~ofmb~EntertamEn Li-fee-OpenAir 
Play, Rayleii Mount 

That, as m 1998, a 10096 waver be granted in respect of the Pubhc Entertaimnt 
LKXXKXfee for the Open Air Play, Rayleigh Mom& Bellmgham Lane, Rayleigh, on 
17th and 18thJuly 1999 (HHHCC) 

Mmlte 242 - Mlllmnium CIm~ Rayhigh 

l That the Comcd pursues the proposal for the Dii Council’s Coat of Arms to be 
attachedto one side of the new Ray&h l&llennium Clwk but that an applicahon be 
nude to the ~llennmm Fund set asldeby th-eCotmty Council with regard to fan&mg 
the cost of ~1,025 (HCPI) 

Milmte243-TmuspmtF%atmer 

That a Semor Planner wxth experhaem Transporttig mattersbe appomtedwithm 
the Corporate Pohcy & ImtUves Divlston to be respMlslblefor the preparation of the 
Council’s Trznsport Strategyand to ccmtr~buteas apprqmate to other Comuxl plans and 
sti-ategm. MHCPI)) 

(1) ‘Ihat, in conanltation ti Local Ward Members, Offioxs undertake a &ailed 
re~lew of the Council’s shop premiseson the Rochford Garden Way estatein terms of 
ophons for then future lease. 
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(Z)Th& in terms of the tlrne factors mvohd, a meeMg of the Urgency 
Suh-Co~ of the F5nanoe& GeneralPqxxe.s Comrmttecbe convenedto consider 
tJ==port. ww 

239. APPOItTMEWF OF COUNCIL’S SPOKIBPERSON 

The Committee amsrdered the report of the Corporate Drrector (Law, Planning & 
Administratron) on the qpmtmnt of a spokesperson. 

(1) That the Chauman of the Pi & General PurposescOmtmttec be the pnncrpal 
spokesmanfor the Councd and he or hts nominee be anthonsed to attend meetingsto 
which an mvitatrcn hasteen extendedto the Leader of the Councd 

(2) That all ptinent cmrespondenceaddressedto the Leader of the Council be copied 
to all Group Leadersfor then mformshon. (CD&PA) 

240. BENE!PlT, COUNCIL TAX, NATIONAL NON-DObilWDC RATBS AND 
DBBTGRS -WRITE-GPPS 

The Comnittee mnsldered the rept of the Corporate Dnector (Fmance & Fztemal 
Servroes) on cases of benefit, Comtcrl Tax. Natronal Non-Dome&c Rata debts 
written-off by the Corporate Director under delegated authonty and those cases 
reqmrmg Gmmittee approval 

(1) That the items wntten-off under the Corporate Dnector’s delegated author@ be 
noted. 

(2) That the mns shown m AppersdtxB of the report be now written off in the accounts 
of the Author@ 317(58). (Cm) 

241. ANNUAL REPORT ON TREASURY MANAGEMBNT 

The Comnuttee condered the report of the Corporate Dire&or (l%ance & Bxtemal 
Services) on the Annual Report on Tmasury Management for 199899 produced m 
accon.lm with the Camal’s TreasuryManagementpolicy. 

0 Resolved 

That the Ammd Report be fuxqti (m)) 

242. APPOWI?KENr OF MEMBBRS l-0 OUlSIDE BODlBWIRGANISATfONS AND 
ASSBMBIJES 

The C’ommrttee constdered the report of the Bead of Adnumsnative & Member 
Servlceaon the resrdnalsttnatmnwith regardto the appointmentof Members to outside 
bodres and orgamsatrons and requests which had been mce~ved for Member 
representsnonon assembhes 

outadeBcdies 

A Member conumnted that it would be appropriate for future reports to detfnl the 
obJectives/meetingsn-angementsof out&e bodies Reference was also made to the 
potential value of reviewmgthe numberof outsideb&es 

Resolved 

l (1) ‘Thatappomtmemsbe madeto outatdebodiesasfollows -
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Assocus.tronof EssexCouncils Commllor CR. Morgan 

CastlePomt PostO&e and Councdlor P.A. Bakers 
Telecom Advisory Comrmttee 

Councrllor Mrs. H.L A Glynn 

Gxmcd for the Protectmn Chmallor A. Hoskmg 
0fRnralEssex 

Commumty SafetyMember Comcdlor PD. Stebbmg 
steermgCommIttee 

Consortium of EssexWaste Coundor k Hoskmg 
cdlect1on Allthmmes (to jom Councillors 

RS. Allen, V D Hntchings, 
V.H. Leach G A. Mockford 
Mrs. M J Webster) 

BssexArtsForum CouncdJorRAdams 

EssexHentage Trust Ccunctllor A. Hoskmg 

GreatEasternRail Forum Councillor G A M&cad 
(to Jamconmlllor 
KA. Cnbbs) 

Hockley & Hawkwell Old Councillor Mrs. A. Hutchings 
Peoples’Welfare Cwncil 

Hockley Commumty Cennu Cmmcillor R.E. Vmgoe 
Association Executwe Committee 

RoachValley Conservation CocmcillorRE Vmgoe (to 
Zok Group of Representattves pm c0uRc1110r3 

JM D&son, Mrs. EM, Eart r and A. Hosking) 

Rochford Dtstrict Arts Connctl Conncdlor D.M. Ford (toJom 
Mr. EL Franc&s) 

SouthF&sexHealth Authorrty/ Conncdlor V.D Hutchings 
Dtstnct Joint Consultatrve 
co-

SouthendAnport Consnhative Ccuncdlors Mrs.H.L A. Glynn 
commlaee R.A Pearsonand D A Weu 

(2) That remamillg vacanciesbe referredto a futnre meetingfor consideratton. 

Assc&tionofE.sse.xComlcRsGenaal~ly 

On a mohon moved by Councdlor D.E. Barnes and seconded by Councrhor 
RE Vmgoe, tt was 

Resolved 

That one Member from each polmcal group (nommahons to be submated by Group 
Leaders)be appomtedto attendthe Assoctationof EssexCouncils GeneralAssembly. 
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That Comdor CR Morgan be this Councd’s representatrve at the East of England 
Lncal Govemment Conference 

243 BLATCHES FARM, F!ASPWOOD 

NCYIE’IkeChammin allowed consrderahon of thts matter to be m public session m 
vrew of the public mtemst and on the t&s that confidential elements of the report of the 
Head of Legal Semces were not disclosed. 

At the commencement of debate, the Chief Executive advised on the receipt of a letter 
from Rcchfmd Pansh Council it&sting disappomtrmnt that the Drs!nct Council was 
not constdering pnrchase of the Blat&es Fmm land. The Ckurman of the C!onnctl had 
also received a petttion wtth regard to the stte whtch, in accotdance wtth Standmg 
orders, could be presented at the next Meeting of Full C!otm~L 

A Motton rehmng to the convemng of a Wtig Party comprtsing mterested @e-s 
with the ObJective of acqmrmg land at Blatches Farm for the hemfit of the people of the 
ama was moved by Councillor CR Morgan and seconded by Cotmmhor RE Vingoe. 

Durmg debate, concern was expressed by a Member that the term ‘acqmre’ could imply 
a commttment to purchase what was already public land. Reference was also made to 
the potentml value of pmposals erode by the Wocdland Trust Other Members 
cormnented that the term ‘acqmre’ drd not he the Councd to a speclfc approach and 
that there was no reason why the Trust could not be included m the Working Party 
arrangements. 

Reference was made to the likehhood that 0u.s was a fina opportuuity for the Dtsktct to 
play a role in t”cpect of thrs sue and of the need to act promptly. The Chief Executrve 
advised on indrcahons received from Essex Coumy Counctl wrth regard to their 
mtentron to market the land by the end of the month. In the past, requests for 
mter-authority Member level meetings on tlm site had been unsuccessful. 

The motion was sgmd and it was- 

(1) That thts Councrl set up a Workmg Party wrth the objecttve of acqmrmg the land at 
Blatches Farm for the benefit of the people of the area The Working Party to mvolve 
all intemsted parks m the negottations and to talk to the County Councd, includmg 
contact wtth the appropriate County Commrttee Chairman, 

(2) That Dratrict Council rep- on on the Workmg Party compose two Lrtoral 
Democrat. two Lakmr, two Comervahve and one Hockley Resuients Assoclatron 
(Nommees to be supplied by Croup leaders). 

244 EXCLUSION OF THEPUBLIC 

That under Section 100(A)(4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the public be 
excluded from the Meetmg for the followmg &ems of busmsss on the grounds that they 
mvolve the likely drsclosnre of Exempt Informs&on as defined in Pamgmphs 3,5 and 8 
of Part 1 of Schedule 12A of the Act. 
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245 FORMHRPARKfXHOOL-FUTUREUSE 

The Commtttee constdered the confidential mlxrt of the Chtef Executrve prw&ced as a a background paper to the Motion on land at the former Park School, Rawreth Ltme, 
Rayletgh. The Mctton, from Counclllors EL. Frances, CL Black, P.A. Be&em and 
Mrs. S I. Lenxm, had been refetred from the last Meetmg of Full Councrl for 
consideratton by this Commtttee. 

Members were pleased to note that rt was now likely that a report would be submitted to 
a County Ccuncil Committee m June or July of this year anned at settmg-up a Member 
level M&mg between the County and District Councrls. 

An Addendum to the motion regardtug the inclusion of a civic amemty centre at the site 
was moved by Councillor P.F.A Webster and seconded by Gxmcillor DE Barnes and 
accepted by Coumillor Mrs SJ Lemon as one of the movers of the orrginal Mottcm. 

A Member cotmxnted on the value of spectfying that the lccation of a civx amenity 
cenhe shcdd be to the front of me stte Another Member felt that it was mappromxate 
to be too specitic about site content at this stage. Reference was also made to 
forthcoming consideration of the Ecologtka report and to the unique nature of the Park 
School s&e as a leisure/recreatton far&y. A Member expressed some concern at the 

l lack of co mmmmtion from the County Council wtth regard to Park School 

The Motion together with the Addendum was agreed and it WELT- 

Resolved 

That Western Rayleigh and Rawreth have been badly affected m the last ten years by 
the anmmt of housing that was allowed by the Distrrct Plan. In particular, roads such 
as Rawreth Lane have become rnwh busier, our Pnmary Schools have at tunes been 
under pressure and the general amatity of the area has snffercd, There 1s also no need 
to allocate any more land for housmg in our Dtstrtct 

For these reasons this Council totally opposes any use of the sate of the former Park 
School for housmg or industrial purposes. The Council consulers that educammal and 
mcreahonal uses are best suited here and that part of the site should be used to provide a 
cm2 amemty centre. The Council will negotiate with the county Counctl and 
intelestesl parues accordingly. 

246. NATIONAL. NON-DOME!STIC RATING DISCRETI ONARY RATE RELIEF 

0 The Committee considered the confidential report of the Head of Revenue and Housing 
Management on an apphcatton for Dmxettonaty Rate Rehef under Sechon49 of the 
Local Government Finance Act 1988 

That Dtscretioneuy Rate Relief be refused m respect of Apphcation Ref 
DRR/Ol (HRHM) 

247 mNTRAcrsTANDINGoRDERs 

The Committee recewed the confidenttal tqnt of the Head of Revenues and Housing 
Management detailmg orders placed for the period to 31si March 1999 by the former 
Revenue Servsxs Divrsion. 
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248. LOCALGOWRNMENTFINANCFJA(;T19&3-Sl3CIION49HARDSHPRl4JEP 

The Comnuttee consldered the confidential report of the Head of Revenue and Housing 
Management on an applicahon for h&&up rehef revved under Sectmn 49 Local 

* Government Fmance Act 1988 

Members felt that on the basis of financial information revved to date it would not he 
appmpnate to grant rehef. On a Motion moved by Councdlor G. Fox and seconded by 
Counallor D F Flr& it was 

That ha&tip rehef be refused m respect of Applica&on Ref. H201. (HR&.HM) 

249 TRANspwOFLANDToRAyLHIGHTOWNCXXJNCIL.-LANDATTHEMJLL. 
HALLSITE 

The Comuuttee comdered the confidenhat report of the Head of Legal Services seekmg 
approval for the transfer of the land adJommg the roucdel and adjacent to 21 London 
HIU to Raylelgh Town Council to f&Et& the development of this site as an 
edncahonaknvlronmental centre. 

a RWolved 

That a lease ix granted for 125 years to Rayleigh Town Council for the land shown 
edgedontheplanattachedto~repolt,attherentalofone~~-asout~~in 
the report and on such other terms and condihons as agreed by the Head of Legal 
Servlms. (12XQA)(HLS) 
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ROC!KFORDDIS’IRICTCOUNCYL 


e At aMeeting held cm17thJm 1999. Resent: Cinmcdlors R.E. Vmgoe (Chakman), 
R Adams,R.S. Allen, GC. Angus, P.A Beckem,C.I. Bkck, T G Cutminx, 
JM. Dxkson, D.F Flack, D.M Ford, Mrs. JE. Ford, G Fox, K.A. Cnbbs, 
Mrs. J.M. G&s, J E Grey,Mrs J. Hall, D.R H&m, Mrs. J. H&on, A. Ho&q, 
Mrs. A.R. Hutchmgs,VD. Hotchmgs,C C. Langlands,Mrs. SJ. Lemon, T Llvmgs, 
GA Mockf& CR. Morgan, R.A. Pwrson, PII Stebbmg Mrs. W.M Stevenson, 
Mrs.M.S. Vince,Mrs.MJ. Webster,P.F.A. Webster,D.A. WeirandMmMA. Weu. 

Apologies: Councdlors D.E. Barnes,Mrs. H.L.A. Glynn and Mrs E.M Hart 

250. 

The Mmutes of the Meeting held on 27th May 1999 were approvedBSa correct record 
and signedby the Charman. 

251 

Members’ mterests relatmg to the schedule of development applicahoas and 
rewmmendatiom (Minute 253) wexerec=eivcda5follows.-

Pam Dl - CcnmuUors R.S Allen, G Fox, R-4 Pearson and P.D. Stebbmg declared 
Non-Pecmiary Intex&s by vmxe of their knowledge of the applicant 

para R2 - Ccmcdlors DM. Ford and Mrs. JE Ford declared Remote Non-Pexmiacy 
InterestsbyvirtoeoflivmgneartothasIte. 

h4 - Camcillol~ RS. Allen, G.Fox, R.A Pearson and P.D. Stibmg declared 
Non-PecumaryInterestsby vrtue of using the Health Centre 

Para - Couucillor RS. Allen de&u4 a Non-Pecmuary Interest by virtoa of being a 
sponsor of the Football Club, Gxmcdlor V.D Hutchings declared a Non-Pecumq 
llltere.st by vbtne of his past involvement with the Football Chd~, Cocmcdlor 
RkPearsondeclaredaNon-PecururtryInterestbyvirtneofhiswolkasafootball 
referee and Coukllor P.D. Stebbings declared a Non-Pecaniary Interest by virtue of 
bemg chairman of Gresi wakerillg Fk-lsh council. 

CmmcillorPara 6 - Mrs. J.M G&s d&ared an Interest by vr&ae of her son’s 
employment. A number of Members raued Non-Pecumrj I&rests by virtue of being 
mobile phone users. 

252. MR.MARKMANN 

Memlms welcomed Mr. Mark Marm, Team Leader (North Area) from the planning 
dlvlsion who was attendinghis first meetmgof the marming Servks Committee. 

253. SCHEDULE OF DBVJX0PMEN-l. APPLICATIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

The Head of Pkmng Se~ces submitted a scheduleof DevelopmentApphmons for 
consideration and a list of Planmng Application and Bmldmg Regulanon Appllcarions 
decidedlmder delegationslllce 27th May 1999. 

Pam D19&Q0727~UT-Lsndadj. Gnxvw~~Hcase,~Road,~ 
wakering. 

Proposal-o&Eflppkahto~~Maaager’sdwelling(~ti
? existing bungalow) (revisedapplicatbn forlowing refasal of oyoo13/98/Roc) 
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(1)That the Corporate Dhwztor (Law, Planning & -on) be instmcted to 
negotiate a Section 106 Agreement m relation to thts apphcatton to cover the demolition 
and removal from die. site of tie existing dwelling known as The Bungalow’, Sontbsd 
Road, Great Wakering, to include the dermlihon of tie integral an rmd shelter. 

(2) That subpt to such agnzmem being completed to the satlsfachon of the Diior, 
the applmhon be approved subject with the condition he& set out in the schedule 

PIqu3al-&mgeofnscofgroufidfloortol+edL%e&anl~Bat(rebcspeane 
applid). 

AmendPam 27,5thlinetoread” . . . .lt IS in fact equable that less problems msy cccur 
as a result of thus change . ..” 

In noting the Officer’s mmmendahon for approval+ Members considered the loss of a 
retailumtandrtseffectonthen~~ shopping pixie mmaccepmble as well as 
being in agreement with the County Surveyor’s rem&on of refusal. 

That the applldm be refused for the following reasons’- 

2) The propal does not provide for any on-&e perking and this will !esl to vehicles 
bemg parked 011 the highway thereby cr&mg contions of danger and obstmctmn to 
other road ums to the detrimen of general h@way safety. Furkmom, mYm 
wiihm the layby pronded for short term parking for shop customers may well leed to 
customer vehicles kmg pa&d on Southend Ruad, thereby creatmg condittons of 
danger and obstruction to other mad u.srs and geosrzd highway safety. 

4) Detmls of any externally sawl elechml or mechamcal plant or equipmerit shall be 
sub& to and approved m wntmg by the Local Planrung Authority pnor to ther 
instalhho~~. ‘Ihe said plant or equipment shall be mstalled and retained m the approved 
folm 

5) Notwithstmdmg tile pronstons of the Town and Country Planmug (General 
Permitted Development) order 1995, the. 91 exlstmg car parking spaces, as well as the 
l-cadmg and turning space, shall not be ased for any purps (mcludmg B 
purpose ordmardy incuiental to tie enjoyment of the pnbhc house) whch would impede 
the prkmg, 1-h and tmmng of tiles. 



AddInformxtives 

1) For the avoidance of doubt, the applicant is renrinded !&u the haldmhcmg of any of 
the grassed areas of tk applicz&on stte would be an engineering operaaoa tequning l planning permission. 

RCSOlWJ 

That the applicz&m be approved subject to the cor~%tmns set out in the schedule 
ill&ding those outlined above. 

l 
7) SC22 PD Restricted Wtiows (ins% “above first floor fkished floor level” and 
“west elevauon”) 

That d-te Corpomte Dudor (Law, Flaming & Admmistration) be mstmcted to 
ddemuue tk aphcatmn on expny of the Public Con.mk&on pzicd to mclnde the 
conddons set out m the Schedule. 

l 
That the apphcation be appmvd subject to the condxhons set out in the schedule 

Pala 69!YOo146/FuL-LymvoodNm8sy&ArterialRcaQ~~ 

Dung dscusson of this stem, Members requested d-@ Oflicers forward details of the 
National Radiolog~~I Protiaou Board Informtum Semce to all Members. It was 
further noted that Informahve 2 as outlmed in the schedule should be Standard 
Inform&we 16 - Control of Nmsances. It waz quested that the Health concerns m 
respect of Telecommom ‘c&m M.asts should be referred to the CommQmty Servxes 
Commttee for cons&ration, given the current sclenhftc debate on the matter. 

l Add informative encouraging mast sharing. 



(1)ThattbeGxpwateDiiMor(Law,Plfmnblg&Amninistrahon)belnshuctedtD 
determine the apphation on expky of tk public consuitahon period to include ~I.S acotihons and informatives odimd in the schedule Bs amended above. 

(2) That the Health wu0em.s in respect of tekcanmmuwon masts be referred to the 
Community Servcies Commit for amsideraton (HHHCC). 

I-km 79&w618KDu-Ldzdjacat2oMikmclose,Rayl~ 

Prcpd-chaageaseofbighwaywtoreshladialgardcnwitherectionofbricLwau 
2-high. 

Cbnslderation of tta &em was deferred from Membed ate visit 

Resolved 

That a Member site wit be ananged. (HAMS) 

lbt the apphatmn be approved subject to the condmons set out m the schedule. 

The meeting closed at S.sSpm. 

minsjunl7 

l 
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SCEEDULE OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS TO BE CONSIDERED BY 

PLANNING SERVICES COMMrJTEE17Juh3 1999 

The enclosed reports have been approved by : 

All planning appbcations are considered against the background of current Town and 
c0untx-yPlanning legislahon,rules, orders and circulars, and any developmen\ structw and 
locals plans issuedor madethereunder. In addition, account 1staken of any guidance notes, 
advice and relevantpolicies issuedby statutoryautbonties. 

Each planning application mcluded in this Schedule and any attached list of application 
V&&I have been determined under powers delegated to the Corporate Dnxtor (Lztw, 
Planmng and Administration) is filed with all papers mcltig repmsentabonsreceived and 
consuhaticmrephe asa single casefile. 

All building regulaticmapphcatmns m consideredagamst the background of the relevant 
Budding Regulations and approved documents, the Buildmg Act 1984, together with all 
relevantBntlsh Standards. 

The abovedocumentscan be made availablefor uxpect~onasCommittee background papers 
at the office of PlannmgServices,Acacia How, EastStreet,Rochford 

-’ .546l 
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PLANNlNG SERVICES COMMITTEK 17th June 1999 
0 

DEFERRED ITEMS 

Dl 98mo121/0uT John Wood PAGE 2 
Gutline Application to Erect Agricuhural Manager’s Dwellmg 
(Demobsh Exlstmg Bungalow) @evlsed Apphcatton Following 
ouoo13/98iRGC) 
Land Adjacent Grosvenor House Southend Road Great 
wakering 

R2 98/00664/c0u Martyn Wdluuns PAGE 8 
Change Use of Ground Floor to l-Bed Self-Coutained Flat 
(Retmspectrve Apphcshon) 
115 So&tend Road Rochford Essex 

R3 99/00223m Kevin Ste#oe 
Create New Enhance Porches, Smgle Stomy (Ground Floor) 

PAGE 11 0 
Front Extension and Iutemal Alterations 
Travellers Joy Downhall Road Rayleigh 

SCHEDULE ITEMS 
99/c@177iFUL Anita Wood PAGE 14 
Erect Two Storey Health Centre (Demobsh Existing Health 
C.Tllh%) 
The Great Wakering Health Centre Htgh Street Greet Wakermg 

99/00133/FuL John Wood PAGE 18 
Erect Covered Terracmg, Totlet Block and Two Addtuonal 
Floodlight Columns. 
Great Wakering Rovers Football Club Little Wakering Hall 
he Great Wakermg 

99/0014QFUL AnitaWood 
Erect 2Om High Mono-pole Telecommunications Mast and 

PAGE 22 l 
Equpnent Cahm 
Lynwocd Nurseries Artertal Road Rayleigh 

98/0O61fi/cou Anita Wood PAGE 26 
Change Use of Htghway Land to Residenttal Garden wtth 
Erection of Bnck Wall 2m High 
Lsnd Adpent 20 Mdton Close Rayleigh 

98/00523/FUL Nick Barnes PAGE 30 
Erect Barn for Storage Purposes (Demolish Existing Buildings) 
Searles Yard Trendxs Avenue Rayleigh 



Committee Report 
Deferred Item 

Dl. 

To the meehng of. PLANNING SJZRVICES COMMITTEE 

on. 27* MAY 1999 

Report of CORPORATE DIRECTOR (LAW, PLANNJN G & ADhONISTRATION) 

Tde OUTLINE APPLICATION TO ERECT AGRICULTURAL 

0 MANAGER’S DWELLLNG (DEMOLISH EXISTING BUNGALOW) 
APPLICATION FOLLOWING REFUSAL OFwmm 

oIm13/%/ROc) 
LAND ADJ. GROSVENOR HOUSE, SOUTHEND ROAD, GT. 
WAKERING 

Author John Wood 

Application No: 98/00727/OUT 

Appbcant : MORLEYS?iXRSERIES 

Zoning METROPOLITAN GREEN BELT, LANDSCAPE IMPROVEMENT 
AREA 

Parish. GREAT WAKERING 

Sate Frontage: 21.h Depth 42Sm 

l Deferred Report 

1.1 ‘I% applmahon WBS deferred at tire last meeting for a Member sate VISR 

12 Members wrll recall me Officers update at the last meehng, confirmmg the awaned County 
Ambaeologtsts vrew that the air-mud sbeJter IS of no archaeological value and that rts demobhon 
should not be a parhcular problem. Also that an addrhonal condmon no 12 was recommended 
followmg discussmns wttb a Member, to safeguard exrsting tree and hedge screening 

13 The ongmal report and recommend&m (amended to take account of the above) IS repnnted below 
for Members informahon 

Planning Applmnhon Jktads 

14 The proposal IS to demobsb an exrstmg bungalow and build a replacement dwelling elsewhere 
witbm the nursery holdmg The appkation is m outlme form wnb approval bemg sought to the 
means of access only pntb slhng, design, landscapmg and external appearance being reserved 
matters 

a 

2 



15 Ahhough d&led srtmg is to be a reserved mmter, the applicatton does ml&e to an mea. of land at 
the eastern end of the frontage of the srte measuring 21.5 metres by 42 5 metres, Access is to be 
from the rear of the site from v&tin the established nursery holdmg via the existmg mam entrance 
from Southend Road The apphcants have stated m .a letter that they would wish the dwellmg to be B 
house to meet their family needs by sepamtmg day time and mght tnne activ~tms onto two floors. It 
is also pornted out that with the exception of the existing bungalow, all other dwelhngs on thts 
stretch of road are houses, includmg three storms, and the fcotprmt of B house would be 
consnkmbiy smaller than a bungalow 

16 The emting bungalow is located on the west side of the stte access and IS built around an old an- 
mtd sheher on the south east corner of the dwelling. ‘Hus shelter is used for storage It is understood 
that the shelter may he diffkult to demolish, however, the County Archaeologtst is currently 
undertaking a study mm such wartune structures and is to look mto the desu-abihty of preserving 
this one. An up&e cm thrs possibility will be gtven at the meeting. 

Relevant Plannmn History 

17 The existing bungalow whilzh n IS pruposod to demolish was extended by 385 sq metres m 1988 with 
planning penlsston to provide a second bedroom and tmproved kitchen and bathroomfaciltues 
This cldditional floorspace included the replacement of an existing 7 8 sq. metre extension 

1.8 An apphcahon fcr a further exknsmn to the bungalow of 30 sq metres to gave three t&rooms was 
refused m May 1994 and a subsequent appeal was dtsmissed The Inspector concluded that the 
extensmn would breach the Counctl’s policy on the size of extensmns permissible in the Green Belt 
and tit the proposal would constitute inappropriate development w&h would harm rts open 
character and no very special cuoumstanoes existed sufticmnt to justify it. 

1.9 An application for an sddnional dwelling on the same site as the current proposal w refused by 
the Councd in June 1998 following a Member sate vtstt (OUOO13/98/ROC) Approval of this 
appltcation would have resulted m three dwelimgs on the srte as 2 already exist and rt was 
considered to be excessive and unjusbfied and contrary to Green Belt pohcy. In addition it was 
considered that it would consoluJate and emphasrs-e the existing sporadic development in Southend 
Road and provide s p’8cedent for further development and stmtlar erosmn of the counttyslde m the 
vicinrty and elsewhere w&u the Green Belt areas in the Histrict 

Consultattons and Representations 

1.10 Great Wakering Part& Council-no response 

Ill Head of Health, Housing and Community Care - no adverse comments subJet to Standard 
Informative SI16 (Control of Numances). 

1.12 Environment Agency - The septic tank and assocmted soakaway system shall not be srted within 
10 metres of any ditch, pond or watercourseor within 50 metres of any well or borehole 

I.13 County Highways -No ObJection subject to no direct access to Southend Road end provls~on being 
made and mamtamed within the site for uzsrkm~ and turnins of vehicles. 

*: 549 
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Material Plannina Considraations 

0 1 14 The pnnctple planning considerations meter& to this applicaimn can be summarised as follows- 

* Green Belt policy m relauon to the rebuilding of exrsting dwellmgs, 
l Construction of dwellmgs m the Green Beh for agricultural workers 

1.15 Tbts IS an outline application to erect an sgricultumJ manager’s dwelhng to replace a bungalow 
whtch has no agncultmal occupancy condmon, on the holding There is also a second dwelhng on 
the site, a Kruger property called ‘Grosvenor House’, whtch also has no agnculmral occqmncy 
condttton. 

1.16 The dwellmg IS proposed to be located at the eastern end of the frontage and vehmular access wdl 
only be via the existing nursery access and the internal cbcuiatron rcmd at the rear The site is well 
screened twth on tire mad frontage amI from ibe agricultural land to me east and currently forms 
part of a garden rumung eastwa& fmm Grosvenor House 

1.17 Morleys Nursery 1s a family run concern and the applicanf Mr Wright (Jumor) who currently hves 
m ‘The Bungalow to the west of the nursery en- has primary management responsibility for 
the enterprise Mr and Mrs B W&t (Senior) hve in the adJacent ‘Grosvenor House on the east l srde of the entrance and would like to consider a srgnificantly reduced role m the management m the 
foreseeable future. In addmon, they already share ‘Grosvenor House’ wtth their second daughter, 
who IS also a partner, and her family 

I,18In letters submnted with the apphcabon, the reasons given for requiring a replacement to the 
bungalow and why the extsting cannot be rebuilt on the same sne are that the existing dwelhng IS 
inadequate for the needs of me present ocoupiers only havmg two bedmms; the sate is constrained 
by surrounding nursery buildings and they are concerned about then children’s safety in view of the 
pmxumty to the sne ac-cess wbtch results in the garden fence bemg regularty knocked down by 
large dellvery vehicles. If permrssnm 1s granted for the re-sited property, the intention is to demohsh 
the existing bungalow and impmve the access by makmg rt easier and more Me. 

1.19 It IS also clanned that the an-ratd shelter adJoining the south east corner of the bungalow makes life 
in the existmg dwelhng more diff%dt and rts use IS hm~ted as tt has no natural hght or venhlauon. 
The oontinued presence and siting of tbls structure would lnmt the tmpmvements that could be 
made to the access and the site genera@ were rt to remam. It is consrdered essenhal therefore, that 
were permisston to be granted that both the extsting bungalow and air raid shelter should be 
demoltshed to bring about the necessary improvements and unnpensate for the new development 

a being penrutted in this Green Belt locatnm. 

1.20 It was also suggested to tie applicant that the new dwelhng could be srted ac~acent to the east side 
of the exlstmg ‘Grosvenor House’, but he does not consider thus aozeptable smce this area, including 
the applicatton sne, forms part of the garden of Gmsvenor House and to move the new dwelling 
adjacent to n would break into thts garden area and unnecessarily reduce and spool its amenities 
Any new pcsthon would need to leave Grosvenor House wrth a gcod garden tt IS churned 

1.21 There 1s no doubt that 24 hour on-srte supervtston 1s rqnred for the proper functioning of the 
enterprise, and thus IS supported by an Agriauhural Surveyor’s report submnted with the apphcahon 
whrch concludes that ‘a second dwelling’ is nezssary and sustamable for the nursery mut Such 
supervision is already in place brn the two extstrng dwellmgs on the site but the applmants feel that 
the site IS vulnerable to vandahsm and intruders psrticularly from the eastern boundary and the 
relocated new dwelling will improve security to this part ofthe sate 

l 



1 22 The provision of agricultural dwellings is permrtted by Structure Plan Policy S9 tf It can be shown 
that the worker must be resident on the holdmg and that ‘any dewlopment whzh upmined shull l
be of a scale, design and siting smh that the qpmmce of the cmmhy&& is not mrpuired ’ Local 
Plan Pohcy GB3 is sim~iarly framed, and the preamble also states that.- 

‘.. the kcd Pkmnlng Az&ui!y will e;rpect sadch dwt?&gs to be sued arfrin%nt to eXiShng 
groqu offmm buldmgs w sethme&-... ’ 

1.23 It could be argued that this application does not comply wtth tis requuement but the appbcant’s 
reasons for wsntmg the new dwelling where It is proposed and not wishing to rebuild on the 
somewhat constrained exishng site are set out above. It is also w&h bearing in mmd that a straight 
replacement dwelling on the same site would fall withm the normal Green Belt rebuild pohcy GB8 
wthout requinng any Agricultural J”StificatiOll 

1 24 Regarding the size of the new dwellmg that may be appropnate, in vew of the fact that an appeal to 
enlarge the dwelling as it currently exists, filch has already been extended by the amount permitted 
in the Green Belt, was d.ismlsssd on Green Bett grounds, tt would not be appmpnate for the 
replacement to be sigmficantly larger. The emng p&ential rebuild size of the existing dwelhng’ 
w&n policy and no agriculti occupancy condition is 119 16 q. metres m&ding the air-mid 
shelder With an agncultural occupancy condmon, it is cons~denzd thnt there may be justification for 
permitting an increase to 150 sq. metres, but subject to the pmwsrr that the rights to extend under 
pemutted development are removed. 

1.25 The applicants have offered to enter mto a S.106 amment covering varmus matters, but It IS 
considered that an agreement is only nec=essq to cover the removal of the exrsting bungalow, other 
matters being covered by condlhons. Dependmg on the outcome of the County Archaeolegist’s 
invest&mans, this may or may not Include the removal of the integral air-raid shelter as well. 

Conclusion 

1.26 This apphcation falls between two Local Plan Green Belt policies, 1 e those pennlmng the 
rzbulldmg of existimg dwellings m the Green Belt and the e&Ion of new dwellings m the Green 
Belt IfJustIfied on agricuh%& grocmds as an excephon to normal pohcy. 

1,227 Ideally, the new dwelling should be bmlt on ihe site of the old, but in view of the constmmts of the 
exlsting site and the limited opportumties alleged by the Applrcant for siting the replacement 
elsewhere adjacent to exlsting bmldmg as required by the policy, it is considered that an exception 
may be justified in thts case, especially as neither of the ex&ng dwellings on the srte are covered 
by au agnculturai occupancy condihon. Approval IS therefore mended 

Recommendation that thus Committee resolves 

1.28 That the Corporate Dr&or (Law, Plannmg and Admmlstranon) be instructed to 
negotiate a Se&on 106 Agreement m &&on to this applicahon to cover the 
demolition and removal from the site of the exishng dwelling known as ‘The 
Bungalow’, Southend Road, Great Wakering, to mclude the demolition of the 
integral air-raid shelter. 

1.29 That subJect to such Agreement bemg completed to the sansfachon of the Drector, 
that the application be approved sub@ to the fo!lowmg condrtion heads - 

1 SC1 Reservwi Matters - Standard 
2 SC3 Time Ltmlts Outlme - Standard 
3 SC16 PD Restricted 
4 SC44 Agr&tmal Occupancy 

,5 SC49 Means of Enclosure 
0 

ssi 
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6 SC58LandscapeDesign- Detads(ReservedMattes) 
7 SC61PD Reticted Access 
8 SC75Parking andTummg Space 
9 ?he grossmtemalfloorspaceof the dwelling shall not exceed150 sq.metresm area. 
10 Prior to the occupationor wrthm three monthsof canpletton (whlchever date 1ssooner)of the 

dwelling hereby permEted,the existmg dwelling mcludmg the air-raid shelter marked ‘A’ on 
the plan (No MOR.1/1197) returned herewith, shall be demohshedand removedfrom the sti. 
In any event,the extstmgdwelhng shall be demolish& and removed from the site within 15 
monthsof commencementof conskuckm of the new dwelling 

1I The sephc tank and associatedsoakaway @em shall not be ated w&m 10 metres of any 
ditch, pond or watercoulgeor withm 50 metresof any we11or borehole 

12 SC55HedgemwlTreesto be rettuned 



’ 
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Committee Report 
Referred Item 

R2, 

To the meetmg of. PLANNING SERVICES COhMlTTEE 

on. 17* JUNE 1999 

Report of. CORPORATE DIRECTOR (LAW, PLANNl3G & ADMlMSTRATION) 

Tale : CHANGE USE OF GROUND FLOOR TO l-BED SELF-CONTAJNED 
FLAT (RETROSPECTIVE APPLICATION 
115 SOUTHEND ROAD, ROCHFORD 

Author. Martyn Willmms 

Applwhon No 98/oo664Kou 

Applicant : HSPABIAL 

Zoning : RESIDENTIAL 

Pm.& ROCHFORD PARISH COUNCIL 

Referred From Weekly Lti No 474 

Referred by Councdlor Mrs J. E Ford 

21 Rochford Parish Council commented that this proposal results m the loss of a retad umt and 
comment on the lack of onstte parking. 

0 

22 This applicatton 1s for the change of use of the ground floor from B retad shop to a residential flat, 
atthough the physical conversion has taken place, the flat remains uncccupxxi The first floor has 
already been in such use originally serwng the shop below 

2.3 This small local parade of nme shops 1s allocated for rwderrhal puqxses m the Local Plan falling 
wtlnn a wholly residential area It 1s not .a neighbourhood shopping area spemfically identified m 
Pohcy SAT4. 

2.4 The nine umts m this parade currently compnse 2 shops (Al uses), 3 vacant umts, 3 hot food 
premises (A3 uw) and 1 umt no. 123 converted to full resldentml use v&out requiring plaMlng 

permission as prewonsly only one - was used for retall purpxes and the change was not 
considered a matenal change of use. 

2.5 Permmxon was also granted m 1998 at a nearby premwes at 2 Sutton Road for a change of use 

l 
from ground floor shop tc residential accommodation 



26 The retat part of the application tmrt has stood vacant for qmte some while, as two others also 
continue to do so in thts small parade served by a very narrow and evrdently little used rear access 

ah-c& There are some umts with overgrown rear yuds but only two out of the nine have lmd out 
gardens 

2.1 Seven of the nme have no ‘on-site’ parkrug only the two end units assess4 from the side roads 
enjoy tlus pmvrsron. There is a dayttme ‘restricti warting’ lay-by to the front that would be 
avadable for visitors outsrde of peak periods ‘on-street’ parkmg ln immediately adJOll,lng 
restdential stmcts abeady occurs but tt ts considered that tins modest proposal will not add 
significantly to that situation It is iu fact mgwble that problems may occur as a result of thus change 
of u6e grven the potcntml of a retail operatron. When the untt was m rota11 use it would have far 
greater poteuhal to generate more vehicular vtsits thsn is ever hkely to arise wttb a one bedroom 
flat Nettber IS there likely to be any other adverse effect on the amenity of surmundmg residential 
propertms m the vicimty wrth a change from commeamal to a residentral use. 

28 Minor front elevatmn changes are mvohed for the ntchtsmn of B second separate entmnce door The 
extimg 50 - 6Osq m rear yard to 115 should provide accqtable amentty space to both the extstmg 
and proposed umt and it is included witbm the application stte. 

2.9 The htgh vacancy rate for unrts m thts parade, tts allocation for Residential purposes m the Local 
Plan and the absence of demonstrable harm to the amenity of the area, make it unlikely that the a 
tiention of the retail use of this umt could realisttcally be sustamed through the planning appeal 
Pn== 

2 10 Essex County Council (County Surveyor) recommends refusal of planning pxmission as the 
proposal does not provtde for any on sate car p&in& whtch will lead to displacement of customer’s 
vehrcles from the short term customer bay m front of these units. 

2 11 The Head of Horuing Health and Commnmty Care has no adverse comments. 

APPROVE 

1 No occupation of the ground floor flat hereby approved shall take place unhl the entire rear 
yard has fvst been converted to and made available for stttmg out/smenrty space m equal 
provtsion for both flats, lius pmvmion shall be enher m B communal form or two sqmmte 
areas, one for each indivtdual umt, the detmls of which shall be submitted to and agreed in 
wnhng by the Local Planning Authority. That amentty space shall nmr&bcr be permanently 
retamed and kept avatlable at all times for amenrty use by the occupants of bath flats l 
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Committee Report 

Referred Item 
R3. 

To the meetmgof PLANNING SERVICES COMMITTEE 

on. 17m JUNE 1999 

Report of. CORPORATE DIRECIOR (LAW, PLANNING & ADhIiNISTRATION) 

Title : CREATE NEW ENTRANCE PORCHES, SINGLE STOREY (GROUND 
FLUOR) FRONT EXTENSION AND INTERNAL ALTERATIONS 

Author 

TRAVELLERS JOY, DOWNHALL ROAD, RAYLEIGH 

Kevm Stcptce l 

Apphcatton No 99/00223/FUL 

Applicant GREENE KING PUB CO. 

Zonmg RESIDENTIAL 

Parish RAYLEIGH TOWN COUNCIL 

ReferredFrom Weekly Ltst No. 474 

Referredby Couucdlor Mrs S J Lemon 

31 The proposals would mvolve the m-e&on of two new porch entrancesto the pub That facmg _ 
London Road would compnse an entrancelobby between an outer and nmer set of doors To the 
Down Hall Road a pro@ing canopyover a new setof double doomwould be provided 

32 The front extenstonmvolves a flat roofed projectron of 3 9m depth and approx 11 7m total width 
along the Montageof the bmldmg facing diagonally to thejunctton of London Road and Down Hall 
Road Tins would be of a simdar style to the existmg ground floor flat roofed projecttons to enher 
side of where the new part ISto be stted 

3.3 The new extensionwould be located on an areathat IScurrently paved,enclosedw&h bollards and 
used as a sitting out area. It is not located on any of the srte that is usedfor car parkmg. ARer a 
revtston to the elevattonal d&u1 the windows to the front elevahon of the extension are to be 
provided wrth a similar glamngstyle to that which exists m the mmamderof the ticnt elevanon 

34 In addmon internal altmattonsareproposed 

i 
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35 The Rayleigh Civic Society m&c&s that the glazing for the new extension should Mach !&at of the 
emtmg frst floor. (Tlus is DOW achieved followmg the revismn referred to above) It makes no 
comment m relation to tie pomhcs and inkmal alterations. 

3.6 The County Surveyor rams no objections 

31 One local resident has responded to ne@htxNr notifications objecting on the baas that the piqosals 
have the potenaal to create more now, brmg that noise closer to local resldenrs and vault m more 
vehicles going to and from tbe pub It vi111 result m an unfavourable balance between the reascnable 
right of householders to enjoy acceptable resrdentml amen@ end tie abdity of the pub busmess to 
contmue to operate Present experience of the operation of discos and sports nights et the pub 
indwtes that the operators show httle consxdex&on to potential pmblemz 

APPROVE 

1 SC4 Tm~e limits - Standard 
2 SC15 Materials to Match (ExLemaIly) 
3 ‘Ike shall be no awess to the roof area of the extensmn hereby permitted for wy purpose 

other than for mantenrmce reasons unless otherwe agreed m writing by the Local Planmng 
AUthorlty. 
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Committee Report 

4. 

To the meetmgof PLANNING SERMCXS COMMITTEE 

on. l~JUNEl999 

Report of CORPORATE DIRECTOR (LAW, PLANNIN G & ADMINISTRATION) 

e 

Title : ERECT TWO STOREY ElEALTH CENTRE @F&IOLIsB[ EXISTING 
HEALTH CENTRE) AND CONSTRUCT NEW PARKING AREA 
WITHAN CILLARY WORKS 
THE GREAT WAKERING HEALTH CENTFLE, HIGH STREET, 
GREAT WAKJBJNG 

Author. ANta wocd 

Apphcatlon No 99/00177/FUL 

Applicant DR’S J. F.FREEL & hzA. SAAD 

ikNr@. EXISTING RESIDENTIAL 

Pansh GREAT WAKERJB G PARISH COUNCIL 

Planninn Aoohcatlon Detads 

l 

41 

4.2 

Followmg the reporting of thus applation as a fast track rtem to Members on the 29’ Aprd 
Commrttee, the comments and poin6 that were rmsed have been taken mto account by the 
applicantsand a revisedschemehasbeenproducedand is the subjectof this report 

Membersmain concernswere relatedto the design,scaleand siting of the bmldmg andthe pslble 
detimental impact upon the immediate residential vEmlty. These issues were discussedat a 
meetrngattendedby the officers, local Members,a rcpresentabvefrom the Pansh Cmmcd and the 
applicants. To a certain extent the Local Planning Authonties concerns mirror rtxonslderahon of 
the schemeby the appltcantsdueto uxts. It shouldbe noted that eventhough the schemehasbeen 
revisedthe proposalstdl hasthe long-termprospectof employmg 10 or more persons. 

43 The applica6on site ISthat of the origmal Health Centre hch IS located between two residential 
dwellmgs on the north sideof GreatWakermgHigh Streetti backsonto the recreatmnground 

4.4 The ongmal health centre was grantedpemussionm 1952 with permIssIongiven for an extension 
and car park m 1953 

l 



45 The apphcation for a tempzmy buldmg for use as a Doctors Surgev during the constm&on period 
was granted pmmlssion recently via the Weekly List. 

Gmsultatmns and Representations 

Fust Round 

46 The onginal scheme followmg responses, rewved the 

4.7 Essex County Counc11 (County Planner) ti-om a pohcy perspective raises no objection to the 
Propo=d 

48 The Envlronmeat Agency li11ses no ObJectIOn to tbe proposal. 

49 The Head of Housing, Health and Community Care has no adverse comments in respect of the 
application subject to a condltlon reqmnng a method statement, and a scheme for the supF,on of 
dust be added to any grant of consent In additmn an maformative on the uxltml of nmsancez shall 
also be added 

4,lO The South East Essex Health Authority are m full support ofthe appbcatmn 

4.1 1 Aaglian Water (Developer Servxes) raises no ob@ion to the propxal 

4.12 SIX neighbour letters from pperhes adjacent to and opposrte tbe site have been received all of 
whmh mainly focus thev pomts on loss of views, the design of tic. proposed bmldmg, the loss of 
two trees and possible trafIic and parking problems fat thrs part of Great Wakermg figh Street. 

Second Round 

4 13 The reconsultation period on the revised plans expires on 18 June, the following responses have 
been received so far 

4.14 The Head of Housing, Health and Community Care has no adverse comments m respect of the 
application subject to a condtion requumg a method stateme@ and a scheme for the suppression of 
dust bc added to any grant of consent. In ad&on an mformative on the control of nuances shall 
also be added. 

4.15 ‘Ibe Environment Agency raises no objectIon to the proposal 

Matenal Planning Conslderatlons 

4.16 The mltlal scheme has been rev& to incorporate the comments used m the commIttee meeting of 
29’ April as well as to meet the budget of the applicants 

4.17 The revised scheme remams two storey but has been redesigned. The front elevation oompr1se.s 
three elements, created by a varmtion m materials an open porch Both the use of materials and the 
desqn is now in character with the existmg buildmgs in the axa, the roof 1s also more conventional 
with flymg hrp ends. The mater& proposed are brick, shlplap boardmg and pantde roof. 

418 Whilst the sue of the pmposxi health centre has been reduced greatly fmm the orlginal scheme, the 
internal floorspace still comprises of consulting rooms, tnmung/conference rooms, storage, a 
dispensary and facdmcs such as toll&s, a chdd play area and a hft. 

l 
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4 19 The revised scheme has relocated the bmldmg ~thin the plot and is sited 4 5m away fmm the 
boundary and along a sun&r building line to the adjacent resldentlsl property (number 284 Hq,b l Street). This has ma&y been wlble due tc the tiuced bulk of the bmldmg compared to tie 
orlgmal scheme, whkh had a footprmt of 414.4qm whereas the revised scheme 1s 323 76sqm. Two 
ehy&vve also been relrxxted away from the rear s&e bomxlmy of No 284 and replaced 

4.20 
At current there are 15 exlstmg psrkmg spxes on site and the prow scheme would mcrease this 
level to 32 spaces with an addItiona two disabled parkmg spaces adjacent to a ramped access to the 
budding and a thud disabled p&&g/ambulance space The car-parkmg standard for health centres 
is dependent on staffing levels and the. number of consulting rooms. Considermg the proposal this 
would reqmre a level of parking for a mimmum of 22 spaces and sd the proposed level would seem 
more dun satisfactory 

4.21 
An am of landscaping 1s proposed to the front and left-hand side of the proposed health centre (and 
an ornamental tree to the ~?~ti of the site is also to be retained if structurally possible) There IS also 
a Ime of shrubbay to the rear of tie sate between the building and the car park. 

0 Gmclusion 

4.22 The revised scheme has reduced any detnmental Impa& either wtthin the street scene or to the 
rcsldential amenity ofthe adJoIning neIghboars to a mmmmm through amending the sltmg, design 
and bulk of the buildmg The level of car parkmg LS far greater than at present and more than 
ticlent for the pmpc& w~tb scope for any increased use of the site m the future. 

423 The proposed heaith centre has also been designed with addtional facilities to better serve the 
community. For example disabled auxss and parkmg, child play area, dqensmy and additional 
consulting moms and health services 

Recommendatlon tiat 011s Committee resolves 

424 The Corporate Dmctor (Law, Plannmg and Administimn) be mshucted to determine the 
appbcahon on expny of the consultion period mcluding the following conditions: 

1 SC4 Tane Lmuts - Full Standard 
2 SC14Matenalstobeused 
3 SC79 Car Psrking - delineated 
4 SC85 Method Statement 
5 SC59 Lands-cape Design- Details 
6 No development shall commence befoxx a scheme for the control and suppressIon of dust 

emissions durmg the demohhon and construction phases of development shall be submitted 
to and agreed m wuhng with the Local Planning Author@ pnor to any works commencing 
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5. 


To the meeting of P-G SERVICES COMMITTFaE 

on. 17’JuNE 1999 

Report of CORPORATE DIRECTOR (LAW, PLANNING & ADMINISTRATION) 

Title. ERECT COVERED TERRACrNG, TOILET BLOCK AND TWO 
ADDITIONAL FLOODLIGHT COLUMNS 
GREAT WAKF.XIN G ROVERS FOOTBALL CLUB, LITTLE 
WAKERING HALL LANE, GREAT WAKERING 

Author. John Wood 

Applicatmn No 99/00133/FuL 

Applicant GREAT WAKERING ROVERS F.C. 

Zoning I ALLOTMENT GARDENS 

Planning Ap~hcahon Details 

5.1 The prop%al IS to erect a stand to provide covered termcmg which will be centrally slhmted 
adjacent to the southern touchline In addltmn, it IS proposed TV erect a free-standmg toilet block m 
the north east corner of tie ground, about 12 m. west of the exlstlng clubhouse near the northern 

l 
touchline. 

52 The new stand will have capauty for about 300 spectators on 6 standing terraces and meaSUre 25m 
wide by 4 3m. deep. It vnll have a sloping roof constructed of plastic coated profiled sheet steel, 
4 3m high at the lnghest paint, with bfick walls at the lower level The toilet blmk will be 
constnmted in similar materials. 

I ,, 

53 The apphc&on originally mcluded the erection of two addiional flood&M masts but these have 
been deleted fmm the current pro& as the details were not at a sufficiently advanced stage It IS 
understocd that the provlsmn of the other f&ties winch remain m the applicatmn cannot admit of 
delay however, as they shculd be in place before the start of the new season The addItional 
floodlights will therefore need to be the subject of a separate future appl~catmn If the club wishes to 
pursue them. 

Relevant PlanninE History 

54 The Club 1s situated on what was formerly allotment land, ohange’of use to a f&ball ground having 
been granted m 1985 Subsequent apphcatmns have been approved for changmg fauhbes and a 
function room and covered spectator enclosures The existing floodhghts were approved in 1992. 

a 



Consultations and Remesentations 

5.5 Great Wakering Parish Council - sqpcxts thus application, 

5.6 Essex County Council (Trading Standards - Safety at Sports Grounds) - No comment since 
this IS not a regulated stand for the purposes of the legrslatron as the capacny is below 500. 

5.1 Anghan Water -No buildmg shall be erected wtthm 3 metres of the public sewer crossing the site. 

58 Head of Housing, Health and Community Care - reports that there IS potenttal for mcmased 
levels of nome and dmturbance arming from this development whmh are unhkely to be controlled by 
existmg envnonmental health leg&&on. Should Members be mmded to approve this applicatmn, 
recommends SC43 (Amplification pmhtbrted) and S116 (Control ofNursances) 

5.9 A total of 27 letters have been received fmm members of the public, 20 of which were 
sterreotyped,dl objectmg strongly to the proposal on the following grounds -

5.10 The football gmund 1s changing its n&me from an amateur boys club appropriate to a l 

nllage to a full grown semqnufe&mal stadmm out of character m thts rnral location 
m Gt Wakering. To allow these proposals will only cons&date this trend. l 

5 I1 The club car park is inadequate for the trafiic generated and severe. parking congestion l 

results in Lie Wakering Hall Lane whmh is a pubhc footpath. 

5 12 l The existing floodlights have not been shielded and are used outstde the hours and on 
more days a week than permiaed by the planning conditions imposed when they were 
originally appmved. They therefore result in unacceptable light pollution and prevent 
chddmn tiom sleepmg 

5 I3 There is general noise, distmbance, vandahsm and bad language emanahng from the club and tts 
patrons attendmg the foothaIl matches and from the discos and parties and other sootal events that 
are a190 held m the clubhouse 

Material Planning Considerations 

5.14 The mam issues to be considered in tis caz+e.are: 

5.15 Whether further consohdatmn of the football ground is appropriate in this rural locahon, l 

0 

l5 16 Whether the proposal wtll exacerbate t-a& congestton and parking problems and generally 
gwe me to further detrunent to the amemhes of nearby restdents. 

5.17 It IS understood that Great Wakermg Rovers aclueved promotion at the end of last season and need 
to carry out certain ground improvements to meet the more strmgent rqutrements of the higher 
league in which they will he playmg this year. 

5.18 The football ground itself is not m the Green Belt but adjoms Green Belt land to the north The pitch 
ts surmunded by 2.4m. high horizontal close boa&d fencing and the whole ground has a generally 
well mamtamed neat and ttdy appearance. 

5.19 The new stand will replace an exmting ground level. covered spectamr area measuring l5m. long x 
2 5m deep x 2 4m high, and wtll mcorporate tie existing dug-outs whmh have been moved from 
the northern touchhne The stand wtll complement the seated facthty that already exists on the 
northern touchline, which is slightly higher than that now pmposed The destgn IS considered to he 
appmprtate for thts type of f&i spectator accommodation 

l:I: 
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0 conchlsion 

520 The football gmlmd is situated some 100 metres from the nearest res~denbal proper&~ and the new 
stand pnll be approxunateiy 150 metres from the nearest house In view of Its relatively low he&f 
It is not ums~dered that it will be vz3uaily intrusive and Its constructmn may contam and reduce 
some of the spectator noise. 

5.21 The area of the footbell ground is not bemg increased and the construction of the terracmg may even 
reduce the ha-&~cal capmty of the ground overall. It may therefm be difficult to argue that any 
addltlon.4 parkmg accommodafion IS requked as a result of this proposal which 1s replacing an 
existfng facilrty. 

5.22 As far ss problems and non-compliance wttb condmons ansing from the eusting floodlights are 
concerned, thts matter IS c-tJy being investigated as a separate matter It would appear sensible 
and logical for the qu=&mn of fkdhghtmg to be addre~& aq a whole if ti is intended to pursue the 
pruvlslon of additional floodlights, smc-e no doubtaltemhons to the existmg hmunsrres may be 
reqnk& If extra lights are to be installed Thii course of action has been recommend4 to the 
Club’s agent, but tie contmvendons ansmg from the existing hghts ~111 be pursued independently, 

0 
par!~ularly rf rt scans that the overall appmach IS not to be adopted ulthm a reasonabk hmescak 

5.23 Whilst it is considered that approval can be recommended in all the circumstances it may well be 
that there 1s a bmit to tie con.~hdahon on this site, in vfew of the alleged problems that already 
anse due to the s~te’s somewhat isolated and sensitive l&on and the hmtted nature of the access 
and parkmg. 

Recomm-endattonthat thus Committee resolves: 

5.24 That the Corporate Duector (Law, Planning & Administranon) recommends appmval subject to the 
followmg condftions bemg agreed.- 

1 SC4 Time Lhmts - Standard 
2 SC14 Matends to be Used (F.xf~mally) 
3 SC43 Amplification Pmhlbded 
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6. 

To the meetingof PLANNIXG SERVICES COMMITTEE 

on: 17’ JUNE 1999 

Reportof CORPORATE DIRECTOR (LAW, PLANNING & ADMINISTRATION) 

Title. ERECT 2OM HIGH MONOPOLE TELECOMMUNICATIONS MAST 
AND EQUIPMENT CABIN 
LYNWOOD NURSERIES, ARTERIAL ROAD, RAYLEIGH 

Author : Anits wood 
-

Applic&on No 99/00146/FUL 

Applicant VODAFONJI LIMITED 

Zoning METROPOLITAN GREEN BELT 

Parish RAYLEIGH TOWN COUNCIL 

PlannineApplication Detads 

6.1 ‘%s apphcatlonproposesa 20m hlgb monopoletelecommumcatlonmastWI+&associatedeqmpment 
cabin and compoundat the base The mast ISto be located at Lynwocd nurseries,Artenal Road, 
RaYl&l. 

RelevantPlamww Hlstoq 

6.2 The Nursery hasan extensiveplanning history that mainly focuseson mvesbgahonsand lawful use 
apphcatlonsto estabhshthe useof the land and buildings for various commercmluses There have 
also beenapplicationsto erecta stableblock (995/s9/RCC) and also to changethe use of a storage 
warehouse mtn stables and tie we&on of a fenced area, keepmg of horses aredflwdhgbtmg 
(0011/94/ROC) However, none of these matters are parhcularly relevant to the current 
telewmmuni~ons proposal 

ConsultationsandRepresentations 

6.3 Raylelgh Town Council raw no commentor observation. 

64 EssexCounty Councd(County Sorveyor) raws no objectIonto the application 

,’ I. 
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6.5 The Head of Homing, Health and Commnnity Care has no ObJechons in principle subject to two 
mformaWes bemg added to any grant of consent 
Informative and 316 Control Of Nuisances 

These are SI28 Standard Telecommumlcahons 
0 

Castle Point Ek~rongh Council makes no objection 

The Health and Safety Executive make no observations on the application. 

Them have also been three neighbour letters received ObJectmg to the pmposals. Two of the letters 
are from the two pmperhes sd~acent to the stte whdst one If from a property m Kenmar Close, of the 
Eastwood Road The mam pomts of obJe&on are the l&i31 and safety issue, loss of view, concern 
over further development and highway safety. 

6.6 Plannmg Pohcy Gmdance Note 8 (PPGS) - Telecommunicabons 1s the relevsnt Central 
Government Gmdance that relates to the pmvlslon of telecomm umcahom appmtus . The guldwce 
sets out the consldetions in respect of the Telecommunicatmns Code Systems operators hcence 
requfmments, the technical limtitions m siting the appamtus, and the development contml 
considerations that the Local Plsnnmg Author@ may apply to an appbcabon for plsnnmg 0 
permission. 

6.1 Telecommunications Code Systems Operators 11censed under the Telecommumcahons Act 1984 
have a legal obligation to provide a comprehensive nabonai coverage in response to customer 
requirements of service and qualrty. The system is demand-led and inadequate coverage can lead to 
the sanchon of license withdrawal. The gmdance m PPG8 specifically ldenhiies this reqmrement as 
a material plannmg consideration and emphasises that such technical considmons ss network 
coverage be taken into account when determming telecommunicauons applications. 

6.8 PPG8 also states that each application should be determined in accordsnce with the provisions of 
the Development Plw.unless material conslderabons indicate othe&se Policy PUl of the 
Rochford Distnti Local Plan First Review lW5 IS of princtple relevance to thus apphcatlon The 
polcy relates spe~fically to Telecommumcations Operators equrpment and has thaw main facets - 
to avmd tie duphcatmn of masts, to mnumlSe tie unsigbtlma or intmsfon especmlly in areas 
designated for thev nnportance, and, to utilise exlstmg structures or bmldmgs where appropnate. 

69 Each of these areas sre more fully explained below; a 
1. Siting and Design 

6.10 The mast is sited appmxmmtely 2OOm fmm the A127, to the ast of a collapsed greenhouse exlstmg 
on site This point is approximately 65m away from the nearest resldentml umts (namely the 
bungalow and the cottage) tiich are located adjacent to the entranoe to the srte fium the Al27 The 
site is also a mmimum of approximately 240m from the propertIes off of Fastwocd Road, along 
Kenmar Close, Lynwood Close and Bar&s This srte IS not lccated withm a Landscape 
Improvement Area or a Special Landscape Ares but simply as Metmpolrtan Green Belt. 

6 I1 In the wider setting, the area comprises open treed counbyslde andthe land level at this pomt falls 
away from the urban edge of Rayleigh down towards the Al27 and rises agam towards Castle Point 
D~stnct In such a natural hollow the mast will have less visual Impact vIewed agamst the treed 
background The site is screened fmm the Al27 by a hne of trees and the whole area LS partly 
covered by trees and partly open 
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6.12 To the east of the srte 1s a designated public footpath that nms from the Arterial Road north to 
Eastwood Road. The mast would he visible from the footpatfi, however, rt rs constdaed that the l dcstgn is such that would have a mmmmm “pact 

6 13 The destgn of the mast is that of a monopole, the antennae iixtme thereon comprises three cross- 
polar antennas ‘back to back’ which reduces the vtsual impact of the facility compared to other 
headframe arrangements Around the base of the mast ls located the wtpment cabm which is 2.9m 
high wrthm a compound 6 5m by 7.2m enclosed by concrete posts 2.4m htgb and chain lmk fencing 
wth 3 No strands of bar&d wme for added securrty. 

2. Need 

6 14 It is stated that there is at current a coverage ‘hole’ on the Al27 between Eastwood to the east and 
the mtersztton wttb the Al29 to the west. It is stated that the prow site at Lynwood Nurserres 
will fulfill Vodafone’s covwage objectives for the area 

6.15 Vodafone also me that the her& of 20m is rexpnred to clear the trees bordermg the Al27 whmh 
are qmte dense in parts and provide contimmus coverage along the A127 There IS also no exrstmg 
infmstrucmre Le. a bmldina r&ton or water tower m the search area where Vodafone could locate 

l rtsmstdlation. 
3. Alternative Sites 

6.16 The applicant states that an alternative site at Lower Wybums Farm was investigated, where a 
computer predictton was made based on an antenna he@ of 24m & 27m. The srte was discounted 
as it was too far west of the target area The mast height required to clear the trees wald resuh m a 
hrgh vtsual Impact both from the Al27 and from the restdenttal areas to the north. The open fields 
to the north would also grve insufficmnt screening. 

ChClUSlOll 
P 

6.17 The srtmg and destgn of the telecommunications mast IS considered to be acceptable m this location 
both m the sense of its wider unpact on visual and residenttal amen@ and m relatmn to those 
dwellings located nearby. 

Recommendation that this Commrttee resolves 

a‘ 
6f18 The Cornorate Dn-ector (Law. Plannmn and AdmmistrationI be mstmcted to determme the 

applmatron on expiry of the pubbc consuhatron permd includmg the followmg conditmns. 

1 SC4 Trme Ltmrts-FuIl 
2 SC14 Mater& to be used-colour of equipment cabin. 

Informatrves 

1 SI28 Telecommunications 
2 S126 Control of Nmsance 
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kchiord Dls!na cwlidl 

To the meatmg of. PLANNING SERVICES COMMITTEE 

On: 17* JUNE 1999 

Report of CORPORATE DIRECTOR (LAW, PLANNING & ADMINISTRATION) 

Tie : CHANGE OF USE OF HIGHWAY LAND TO RESIDENTIAL 
GARDEN WITH ERECTION OF BRICK WALL 2M HIGH 
LAND ADJACENT 20 MILTON CLOSE, RAYLEIGH 
 

Author * AMa Wood 

Applicatton No 98/00618/COU 

Applicant : MRS CATHERINE ROBINSON 

Zoning EXISTING RESIDENTIAL 

Pansh RAmEIGH TOWN COUNCIL 

PlarmmgADDiiCdIOn Detds 

7.1 The apphcauon sue ts a property located on the Junctton of M&on Close and an access road The 
applmatmn proposes to change the use of a strtp of land outside the property boundary from 
highway land to resrdential. 

12 Part of the parcel of land subject of thrs change of use to the East of the property IS also to be 
enclosed by a 2m htgh brick wall and used for parkmg purposes This area IS to be accessed vra the 
garage access road and was mtroduced as a revision to the ongmal scheme due to the responses 
gained from the consultations. 

7.3 The property also has a garage to the rear of the site also reached from the access road Milton 
Close 1s part ofthe main estate road servmg thus housing ama, and as such the vtew and appearance 
along the frontage of the srte IS important, however, this part of tire site is not proposed to he 
enclosed, and Condrtions 3 and 7 refer The character of the flank frontage facmg the access road is 
however, very drfferenf tt comprises a very ‘hard appearan& of enher garages right up to the 
access road or approx. 2m fencmg 

Relevant Plannma Hrstory 

74 Thus srte has no prevrous planning history 

_­
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7.9 

Material Plannmg Consideratmns 

The mam constdemtton IS the relevance of the pqosal to the current developmext pkq R&ford 
l 

Dtstnct Local Plan @at Revmw) 1995. In addition there is also case hiies on o’drer srmilar 
types of ProPSaJ 

7.10 The srte is deqnated as within an area of existmg restdential development and v&m the relevant 
chapter of the Local Plan there is policy H26 din&y relatmg to the enclosure of grass verges 

1 Enclosure of Grass Verges 
Pohcy H26 of the Local Plan was introduced, as there were an increasmg number of applicatrons in 
recent years from householders wrshmg to bring into therr ownership h&way grass verges to form 
part of then private gardens. This poltcy has many critena which have to be provided for and this 

application does so as follows. 

1. The contribution made by the site to the general amenity and character of the area. 
The applicabon s&e is part of a housmg estate given outline plarmmg pemussm m April 1970 wtth 
reserved details approved m March 1971 The land was part of the ongmal houamg layout yet there 
is no condrtion on either the outline or reserved matters approval to retam the land for amenity 
purposes The cobbled area was a par-i of the origmal landscapmg scheme though. There are no 
aeeson~sstnpoflandandthes~eroadisusedasanentrancetothegaragffofpropertlesoff 
Milton Close It is difficult to argue that this p&e of land at the stde that IS to be enclosed, fulfills 
a necessary ftumtion as amenity land 

u. The contribution made by the site to the overaJ1 design, layout and symmetry of the 
state or locality, 

Number 20 Milton Close IS part of a row of four terraced pro@es and as such number 16 has a 
similar arrangement. However, the landsoapii scheme from the onginal layout of the housing 
estate shows DO clear pattern or arrangement and rt could be argued that the stnp of land m queshon 
makes no key contrtbution, particularly that element at the side to be enclosed 

iii. Highway safety, 
Since the County Surveyor holds no objections to the proposal as long as the eonditmns advmed are 
fulfilled clearly tt ts constdemd there is no detriment to highway safety. 

iv. The design of any enclosure, wall or fence, 
The area to be enclosed LS to be done so by a 2m high bnck wall. The materials and desrgn of the 
wall can be agreed wrth the Lc& PIarming Authorrty so as to ensure a high standard of design and 
the longevtty of the wall 

vi. The retention of important amenity trees 
There are no tmes on the area of land proposed to be enclosed. 

vii. The relevant plovisiona of Appendix 1. 
‘Ihe pmws~ons of Appendix 1 contmues the themes and objecttves of po11cy H26 with regard to the 
destgn and layout of an estate and rts general character, highway safety means of enclosure and the 
retention of trees. All of whmh have been dealt wrth m the text above 

. PASTCASES 
There have been past cases elsewhere m the Dtstrict whmh on their ments have been found to be 
acceptable or not dependmg on the particular circumstances involved. The most notable case of 
relevance here was on thts estate not far away. 

ROCYVS7, Change of use of highway land to residentml garden and erect 2 metre close boarded 
fence, 1 I Blackmore Walk Rayleigh. 

’ , 
 

i* 573 27 

l 



* 711 This srte is within the SBme estate and was smularly a corner pmpexty The application was refused 
on the gmmd~ that the application would detract from the open character and appeamnce of the 
estate as well as giving rise to a precedent for other development elsewhere in the local@ 

7.12 The application was then taken to appeal where It was alI& 

Conclusion 

7.13 20 Milton Close IS situated on B modem housing estate whmh m part is lard out on the principle of 
pedestnan walkways to the f?ont and vehicular access at the rear The application site adjoins an 
access road to the garage of the proper~es located along popes walk and B-ore Walk The 
fiunts of the propxhes have an attractrve character with grassed ideas and mamtamed front gardens. 
It IS lmpxtant that the grassed area should be retained However, the area that is propoSea to be 
enclosed 1s currently cobbled, hard landscaping IO relatxvely pwr condlhon which is related hi the 
more enclosed vehicular side of the houses, char&e&d by a hard appearance of Esther garages or 
fences. 

7,14 The questmn of precedent lass been taken mto cons&mt~on although the estata only has hmlti 

0 
areas of similar design but esch case would be dealt with on its merits 

Recommendntmn that thus Comma resolves. 

7.15 That the Corporate Director (Law, Planrung and Administration) recommendatmn of approval 
subJect to the followmg heads of condrhons IS agreed. 

SC4 Time limits -full standard 
SC14 Mater& to be used 
No vehicles shall be parked on the ama shown hatched on the approved plan. 
SC68 Vehdar access- detals 
SC66 Pedestrian vlsrbihty splays 
SC75 Parking & Turning Space (amended) 
No development shall commence, before precise d&uls (including surface finish) of the 
provision for the parking of vehicles w~thm the site have been submitted to and approved m 
vmtmg by the Local Planning Aticmty The srte shall not be used for parking before any 
scheme of de&& as may tx agreed in wxtmg with the Local PLmnmg Authority, has been 
implemented m its entirety and made avadable for use Thereafter, such provision shall be 
retamed and maintained in the appmved form and used for no other purpose which would 
impede the parking of vehicles 
SC19 PD R&n&d Fences 
SC16 PD Restricted - Hardsurfacing 
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8. 

To the meetmgof. PLANNING SERVICES COMMITTEE 

0”. 17&JUNJZ1999 

Report of. CORPORATE DlREmOR (LAW, PLANNING & AD-T-ION) 

Tn.Ie ERECT BARN FOR STORAGE PURPOSES. (DEMOLISH EXISTING 
BULLDINGS) 
SF&&ES YARD, TRENDERS AVENUE, RAWRETH 

Author : Nmk Barnes 

Apphc&on No. 98/00523tFLJL 

Applicarrt SEARLB RECLAIMATION AND SALVAGE 

Zoning 1 METROPOLITAN GREEN BELT, LANDSCAPE IMPRO-
AREA 

F’ansh RAYLEIGH TOWN COUNCIL 

plannine.ADDhCalIOn Details 

‘The proposal mvolves the demohtlon of two exlstmg and rather unsightly structures and then 
replacementwith a moretradihonal building clad in black weatherharding with a clay tile mof 

Whilst the ridge he&t of the replacementat 5 metres (16 4 feet) IStaller than highest part of the 
e&mg bmldmgs at 3 31 metres (10.85 feet) the floor area covered 1s identical. The or&al 
drawmg had indicated a ridge height of 6.7 metres(almost 22 feet) but &IS was reducedfollowmg 
negohationawith the applicants 

The budding will be usedfor the samepurposesas tie exlstmgi e. the storageof buildmg materials 
m cOrmectlonwith the lawful useof ibe site asa demohtion contractorsyard. 

RelevantPlannme.History 

This site and the yard to tie south has a long and complex planning history mvolvmg estabhshed 
use chums and protracted enforcement mvestimons culrnmatmg m 1993 with a mayor Pubhc 
Inquny mto the serviceof enforcementnotices.The outcomeof that Inqmry led to the up holdmg of 
one of the enforcementnotices for the manuf&ure and tiding of wooden furniture and then the 
later ~sz~eof a Lawful DevelopmentCerhficatefor the useof the srteasdemolmon eorrtractors 
(LDU032 1/94/ROCrefers). 
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8.5 Very few of the buildings on site, including those now proposed to be replaced, were the subject of 
express pIarming permission although they were, and cuntmue to be, Immune from enforcement l
who* by virtue of the Your year role” L e they have been m existence m excess of fo+r years 

Consuttahons and Remtations 

86 Ramth Parish Council -no ObJecbonsto ongmal or reused plans 

Essex County Planner (Spec~allsts Arohaeological AdvIsor) confums the moated site to the west of 
8.7 the ate ~111 not be afhted by the development and therefore has no obpzt~ons 

88 No obJ&mns have been made by the Envmmment Agency, Anglian Water, the County Surveyor M 
the Head of Housmg He&h and Commumty Care although the latter suggests the lmposflon of 
standard informatwe no. SI 16 (Control of Nuisances) 

Matenal Plannina Consldemhons 

8.9 The main Issue in this case revolves amarld wh&w such development IS appmpnate m the Green 
Belt and whether there are any excuzpttonal reasons why such works would be acceptable 

8.10 Clearly, if this were a greenfield site Green Belt pohcy would normally dictate that such works 
should be refused. However, as will be apparent from the above the site has a long established and 
lawful commercial use with a number of existmg buildings thm Many of these buildings are of 
a poor design being cons&u&d mainly of corrugated metal sheebng. If pzmllted, the proposed will 
result m the removal of two such structures and their replacement whh a well designed bmldmg 
havmg the appearance of a tiihonal Essex ham As such this will enhance the appearance of the 
area and although slightly taller will be of the same area as the emg. 

8.11 As also mentioned above, from discussions with the apphcants the originally proposed he&t has 
been reduced wd indications are that this is tie first of a number of apph&mns to mtlonalize the 
layout of the site In the long term the view bemg taken IS to replace the conside&+ amount of 
unsightly buildings wrtb more appropriate ones and provide pmpes on site parking and servlcmg 
areas Indeed it 1s suggested that one or two additional parking spaces be p”lded under 
recommended condtion number 5 as a MMtmeMZment to this concept 

Conclusion 

8.12 In Ylew of these factors and the lack of any objection from any other m it is felt that such works 
m acceptable m the Green Belt Appropriate condfiions can be unposed as hsted below to ensure 
that the use of the bmldmg does not alter the overall sm.&on on tie s&e and the general appearance 
of the site 1s enhanced 

Recommendation that thus Commmee resolves 

8,13 The Corpora% Due&or (Law, Planning and Admm&ation) recommends that this application be 
approved sub@ to the followmg condttlons 

1 SC4 Time Limits Full 
2 SC10 Removal of Buildmgs 
3 SC14 Mater& to be used (externally) 
4 SC 25 PD Restricted -Uses 
5 SC75 Parking and Turmng Space 
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DELEGATED PLANNING DECISIONS - 17 JUNE 1999 

I have decidedthe followmg apphcationsin accordancewrth the policy of delegation 

Application No. 98/00721m Dexs1on : Application Permitted 
Locanon 25 Hawkwell ParkDrive Hockley Essex 
Proposal : Erect Two Storey Side and First Floor Rear Extensions Form Rooms in 

ExtendedRoofspacewith Dormersto Front and Rear.Ground Floor Bay 
Window 

Applicant: Mr And hirs Faraway 

Application No : 98kCW341FuL Decision . Refuse Planning Permission 
Location 24 The Chare Raylegh Essex 
Pmposal : Erect Ikmnea Window Extensionto R&r 
Applicant. ’ Mr&hirsvarrow 

1 ‘he proposeddormer, timh would form an onattractwe and bulky extcnslon to the 
dwelling, would be clearly visible from Leslie Road, a public thoroughfare, and as a 
result would neg&vcly Impactupon tie streetScene.It also fuls to respectthe scale, 
form and characterof the susting buildmg and does not mamtam substantmlroof 
vergesto the top and bottom of the dormer. It is therefore not in accordancewith the 
deslgo guidancegiven m pobcy H9 and Al 4.10 of the Rochford District Local Plan 
First Review which statethat ‘% pmposalsmvolvmg rooms m the roofs of dwellings, 
any projecting walls or windows shall respectthe scale, form and character of the 
exlstmg or proposed dwellings and shall cmm-e that substantial rwf verges are 
mamiamedat the sidesand below any prqecting dormer”. 

This application ISjudged to be asntraryto this guidance 

Apphcation No . 98m735/FuL De&m : Application h-dted 
LocatiOn: Lmden Lodge Chmch Walk Rochford 
Proposal : Erect Substarrhal Gmund Floor Swmunmg Pool Enclosure With 

UtditylSitling Room Lmk. 
Apphcant . Mr&MrsNRothme 

Application No : 99/00039mJL Declsmn Application Permitted 
Location . 23-25 SpaRorsdHockiey Essex 
Proposal : Vanatmn of Condition 04 Attached to Plannmg Pernusslon Ref 

CU/O105D8/ROCTo Allow Bank Holiday Opcnmg 
Mr C Walker 

Apphcatmn No : 99Eoca74m D.&Ion : Application Permitted 
Location Land Comer Anchor Lane/ Rowan Way Canewdon 
Proposal . Erect 3 x 2 Bed Ten-acedHauses(Dcmohsh Exlstmg Garage)(Revised 

SubrmsslonFollowmg Apphcation Ref RM/O546/98mOC) 
Applicant : C Franklm 
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Applwioo No. 99/00105iFuL Decwion . Application Permitted 
Lccation~ 54 Rectory Road Rochfc~I Essex 
Pmposal : Ground Floor Side and Rear Extension (Demohhon of Existmg Store and 

car Port) 
Apphcant : Mr A Morley 

Applution No : 99/00183/FUL De&on : Application Permitted 
Location. ‘Ibe Grange Lower Road Hockley 
PmpDsal : First Floor Extension to Rear. D&ached Double Garage Ground Floor 

Extensm to Form Link to Existing Games Room 
Applwant : MBeal 

Applicaiion No : 99/00 197!FUL De&ion. Application Permitted 
Location. 4 Silvertbome Clase Rochford &sex 
Pmposal Extension to Existing Front Dormer Widow to Form Addltlonal Room. 
Apphcant : Mr & MIS nvidge 

Applicatiw No : 99/0021om Dwlsion : Application Permitted 
Location. 9 Tudor Way Hockiey Essa: 
Proposal . Single Storey (Ground Floor) Rear Extension 
Applwt . P Waters 

Application No : 99m214m Decwon : Application Permitted 
Location 40 Mornington Avenue R&ford Essex 
Proposal. Ground Floor Rear ECxtensmn (Consewatory) 
Applicant. Mr M Packer 

Application No : 99/00215/FUL Deusion : Application Permitted 
L.ocahon 30 GleebeDnve Rayleigh Essex 
Proposal : Pitched Roof Over Existing Ground Floor Extcnslon Porch 
Apphcant . Ian Harmld 
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a DELEGATED BUILDING REGULATIONS DECISIONS 
 

Plso Number 

991148 

s9ll71 

99072 

99/180 

991190 

991191 

9911% 

99m9 

99lzoo 

99i2Q2 

REJECTIONS 

a 

I8l20SOUtiStWt 
rtmhford 

Leyland Farm 
Lower Road 
H&W 

48 S-e Grove 
HO&IQ, 

15 Cmluteclosc 
c-snewdml 

Lwd Adjeat 17 star Lane 
IndtilEsta 
StarLms 
chwt wakmg 
83 Gram@ Averma 
Hullbndge 

7 wndmr GardRls 
Ho&Icy 

12 Woodlands Avenue 
Raylergh 

5 Roach Avenue 
Ray&h 

8 Wmm Bridge Chase 
Rochford 

30 HIllcrest Road 
Hodtky 

17Jlme 1999 

Dewiption 

Converston Back mto Residential 
Dwelhng 

Detach& Fmm House 

R!aomsmRoof 

RoMllInRnof 

Rear Extension and Wmdow to Flank 

!+mms m Roof 

Two Store-j Side Extension 

Side and Rear Extensions and Rooms m 
Roof 

Il - .I681 



W211 2 whmtley Close 
Rochford 

941212 52 Kingswwd crescent 
RByklgh * 



l DELEGATED BUILDING REGULATIONS DECISIONS 


Plan Number 

98l508 A 

59014 

e 
991117 

991132 

991165 

99/192 

0 
99L!O6 

99007 

W/208 

99m3 

APPROVALS 

226Greenswardhe 
Hoc&y 

35 Welkfkld 
Raylwa 

lU?OSOUthSiZ%t 
Rochford 

HOl%?ki 
CanewdonRoad 
Rc-zhfmd 

109SarthendRoad 
R!xhford 

RDsemsie 
Attend Read 
Rayleigh 

1lOBumhamRMd 
HUlbtKige 

108BomhamRoad 
Hullbndge 

2 EdwardClose 
Rochford 

I 1 Little WheatleyChase 
Rayleigh 

17June 1999 

Descriphon 

NewHouse 

Single Stcrey StdeExtensn~ 

ConvertEximg Rwf From Hq ta 
GableandCm& Two Bedrwms and 
OneShow RoomWrdun 

Cmvemon Back into Rewiential 

Patid lhnolition andR&uld of Resr 
Extension 

Internal Alterarions 

Single Smey Rea Extension 

ExtendDormeron Front EkvatKm 

ExtendDormerson Fmnt andRear 
Elevahon.?andExtend Ga’a@ 

SmgleStmy RearF.xtensax~ 

Lk.molkh !Zx~stu~gBungalow and 
AttachedGarageandErect 
ReplacementBungalow wth Garage 

New House 
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w-268 

w/245 12 GlenW Avenue. Two storey Extealslon lH&Icy 

99f259 

w266 

WI273 

99m.A 

99f75 

9x277 

99t2% 

99R.21 

99R20 

54.#LngdalRoad 
R!Pzhf-Grill 

45 Central Avenue 
R&ford 

2 Claybnck Avauo 
HO&@ 

5Ear5smet 
R!xhford 

lhmhall ATE 
25t3 1 London Road 
RE~l&$ 

15 Milton Close 
Rayletgh 

26 Kmng Henrys Drive 
R&ford 

DmgRmnExtmwmtoReat 

Bungalow and Garage 

Front and Rear Extem~ons and Intemal 
Altmtiom 

Four Bungalows 

l 
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Chmdtee Report 


To the me&ng of: TRANSPORTATION&ENVIRONMRC~~~~ 

on: EIHJULY 1999 

Reprt of: HFADOFAD-ANDMEMBERsERvIcBs 

Title: MINUTFSOFTHEURGENCYSIJB-cOMhiEIEE 

AtaMcetingbzldon22ndJrmc1959.~ Gmnc&rskHosking,V.H.Leach,D.A.Weir. 

yisitingMembersbyIwitatioa-co~cillorsMrsItL~kGlynnand~mgoe. 

1 AFTQ~OFCIIAIRMAN 

Comcillor A Hosking was appointedChairmm of the Sub-Commit&.. 

2 HNKJRCEMENT OF FTANMNG CONIROL - UNAGTHORISED JMFORTATION OF 

. 
CON!3lXUClIONSPOJLATPUDSEYHALLLANEcozTAGE,PUDSEY 
-N,Essw 

HWLANE, 

The above action was considad appmp&eaodjnsiified,toavoid~furtJlerlossofamcmtyto 
local restdents, whch the report -ted would t&e place If further lorry loads of “top sotl 
forming ma&r& ware sported to the sib A kther loss of amenity to these residentsshould 
not be condoned. Concern was expressedabont the term %p soil forming matukl” used m tb.e 
reporfw~~couldbe~liedtobefaaher”wastematerial”~thanqaalitympsolL The 
monitormg of this was quesmon& Jk&zmoqbothautho&esagreedthatthcsematterswere 
not agricultmal pzmined developtmlt. It-&& the ADAS report cotliirmd that agncnltnml 
improvenmts cculd have.taken place on the land without the importation of any waste material. 
IntermsoftheimpoItationofhardcore,sochwastemnstbetlghtlybroughtunderEssexCounty 
Cormc~Yscontro~o&erwlsetheremaywellbearepeatof nncontmlled irqmtadon. No planrung 
consent had been granted for buildings, nor bad any pnor notification submizsion for any 
rosdway teen received. 
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TheSuMbmmatcewas~~aware,intheinterestsoftheintegrrty~~~~~cyfo~e 
planning systwn, that this situatmn should be braoght under appropnare contlD1 of Plarnnng Law, 
given that mC site owner had deposited vast qwnatk5 of waste atlthcut the necessary plamnng 
cOnsent, not following ADAS practke and lgnonng requests Of the Environnbxt Agency to ceasz 
opaanons. ItisconslderedmeLocalPlanningAnthorityhasaresponsibilrtytoaIlomer 
applicantsandthat~systemmnstbeseentodealwiththisinaneven-handedmanner,witha 
deterrent effmt to others who may consider similar transgression. On a show of hands, it was 

’ I 
Resdved 

“Rochford Jhsaict colmcil sbmgly oppes the recornrnendatwn of Esswr CLmnq council 
OfficefiandurgetheimmediatesenilccofaStopNwiceagainstthelandownertoprevent~ 
bqntationofanyfurtbexwasteontothesite. ThisshOuldrelatetocor&ructionqxnlandany 
otberfOImsofwaste; blparticnlarthe~doestiacceptthesuggesLioninthenportthat 
hardxxeshouldbeconskkredsnydiffer&yfnnnanyothexwaste. Inde&ELssexC~unty 
council’s ktter to tbz lsndowm dated EthMay1999 cxmEmEdthatthcimporodionof 

-. thereisnorightofappealwhichcoaldfurtberdelayappropriatcintnrention. SuchaN­
. muld inch& those elemnts paused in the Recommendation which endeavwr to improve t& 

fm-kla3tekd-~,nolanylony~momovemnts -thatWOUld 

be approprkte me:- 

* By 31st December 1999 - scardy/plougb and seed the site. 

* By3lstJ~uMO-provideaschuneofscedingOVer~nextthneyeanforanyareas ’ 
whidlr@rero~. 

jull5cqt 
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RGCHF0RDDlSTRICTCGtJNCJL 

At a Meenng held cm22cd June 1999. Pmaenu CcmncillcnsDR Helson (Chaimmn), 
R Adam. R.S Allen, GC Angus, BR Aylmg, DE. Barnes,PA. Becker-s.C.I. Black, 
T.G Curmore,IN. Dmkson,DE. Flack. D.M. Ford, Mrs J.E Ford+G. Fox, 
K+A. Gbte. MIS JM Gtlca,JE. Grey, Mrs. H.L.A. Glyrm,Mrs. J. Hall, N. Harris, 
Mrs EM Hart, Mrs. J Helscm,A. Hosking, Mrs. AR Hntchhrgs,V.D. Hutchmgs, 
CC. Lm&nds, VI-L Leach,Mrs. S.J.bon, T. Idvings, G-4 Mcckford, 
CR Morgan R.A. Pearson PD. Stebbmg,Mrs. WM. Stevenson,Mrs. MS. Vince, 
R.E. Viigoe, Mrs. ML Webster,P.F.A Webster,DA. Weirand Mrs. MA Weir. 

254. MINUTES 

~~mattheMinmesoftheMeetlngof20thApril1999andAnrmalMeetingof 
2BJlMay19wbeappmwdasmmLxtrccordsalhisignsdbythcchaimmn. 

fi) Cotmcillors R.S. Alka, PA. Beckem,Mrs. H.L& Glynn and GA Mcckford each 
declared pecuniary interests in Mluutes 201 and 202 of the Tmtqxmanon and 
Environmemal ServicesCommitteeby virtne of enher holding or t&g closely related 
to disabledbadgeholders They kft the Me&q during considerationtiereef. 

(ii) ~~DEB~declandanonpeconiaryintercstinFinanceandGenera 
Furpasts Minute238 as It dated to Mmute 242 of the Corporate Resources 
SuLtcommittee by virtue of memhcrshipof Rayleigh Town Councrl and took no part in 
the voang thereon. 

(ii) Councillor Mrs. J. H&on declareda non m htterestblF~aodGer%XfLl 
Purposes Mm&238 BS it related to Minute 242 of the Corporute Resources 
Sub-Committm by virtue of her role 85chairman of RayleighTown Council. 

(IV) Conncillor CL Black declared a non ixumisq imerest in Fii and General 
Pnrposes Mmute238 as it related to Mmute 242 of the Corporate Resources 
Sub-Commineeby virtne of membemhipof Rayleigh Town CoumL He also declared 
anon~mterestmMtnute220oftbeCommunitySenicsComrnitteeby~e 
of his son’s attendanceat a Pnmary Schcx~l. 

(v) Gnmctior Mrs. SJ. Lemon declaredan interest io any discussionrelating to Crvm 
amenitysltesbyvimreofherroleasTrusteeofCcdars. 

(vi) Councillor Mrs. J.M. Giles declaredan interest in any tision relating to Civic 
and.ty sitesby virtue of her mvolvementwith the Raykigh Retired ResidentsCentre 

(vii) Couucrtlor PD. Stebbing declareda ret-notenon pecuniary mterest in Minutes 201 
ad 202 of the Tmqntation and Envrromnemal SarvrcesConunittee by virtne of his 
role asChahmanof SouthendDisabledSportsAssociation 

(viii) combcillor Mrs. MA Vmce declareda non pecuniq mterestin Minute 220 of the 
Connnumty ServicesComrnltteeby vntue of her role asGovernorof Doggetts School. 

(ix) Councillors G Fox and Mm EM Hart each declared a non pecummy interest by 
virtue of tbeii roles asMembersof EssexCounty Council. 

256. -sANNouNcEMENIs 

(1) The Chairman welcomed Mr A.W.Snuth, the recently appointed Head of 
Admimstrative andMember Services,to hrs first Meetmg of Full Council. 



(3 The Chanmsn report& on hs auendaum at a nnmber of functions k&dmg- 

The launch of Essw: Business Networkmg. 
A Royal. National In&tote for the Blind Awareness Day. 
Opmmg of new facibries at Southend Airport 
A talk on the I)lstrict to the Salvation Army Fnmdship Club. 
An evening at d-c. South East Essex Jumor Skills MUSIC Festival at which five 
schools from the Disuict were pexforming. 

(ii)l-iXchrunnan~oUncedthatthC- U~2IXKlAppXlWaShkSeltcred 
charity for the forthcoming Mnmcipal Year. 

257. PElTlION- LAND ATBLAl-CFES FARM, FXZWOOD 

Purmaut to Standmg Order 11, Gxmcil recewed a petition from 
Counc~UorPE.A. Websta contahung more than 1,600 sign&ores. The petition had 
bwnarmngedbyTheFnmdsofBl~FarmandcalledontheConreciltopurchase 
the Blatches Farm laud currently bemg sold by Essex County Cauncd and retam ti for 
the people as public open space. The Chakmau indicated that he had already received 
two pages of the petition and had forwarded them to the Chief Executive. 

By way of supp&ng reru&s, ComcillorWekter wished to emphasise ti the 
signatories to the pchaon came from a broad geographical area representing a wide 
cross-won of opinion. The council had a muque opportrmay to &dress what could 
be seen BS en lmpoaant non-policica rmttu. 

In rexwmg the petition, the Chajrmm mnfimd that mnsidemacm would be given to 
the Blat&es Farm s~ta Iater m the Meeting 

258. COMMlTIEMINUTEi 

(1) that. subject to any amendments Mow, the Minutes of Commhtees be received and 
the Recomdations mntamed tbz3eii ado@, 

(2)thattheCommonSealoftheCouncilbcaffixedtoanydoaunentnecessarytogive 
effect to decisions taken or approved by the Cm& in these Minutes 

cnmmittee Dale. hiinme No. 

PLANNING SERVICES 29th April 1999 161- 164 

PLANNlNG SERVICES 21th May 1999 175 - 181 

AUDIT SELRVICl.3 1st Jnne 1999 182 - 192 

Mkutel85-Ap@nImmtofUrgeGqSt&&m&z 

On reaching Minute 185, It was moved by Councdlor V.H. Leach and seconded by 
Counclllor DE. Barnes that, m view of recut Ofkicer corzspondence identifying the 
need to amend the way that Meetmgs of Urgency Sub-Comnnttees are convened, this 
matter should be refined to the Stmchnal and Promdo& Review Workmg Group to 
enable a review of Urgency Sub-Committee arrangements. CmnciIlor Barnes referred 
to the potential value of sscertaimng the approach taken by Authonties in other areas of 
the country. 

The amendment was lost on a show of hands and it was:- 

I _ 1 
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. 3 mat standing-* 17(l) besqemkd m b&r to allow the Andit SeMces urgermy 
Subcommtti to COIDJTIX ON r~pnsentatne each from the Gmxr&rve, I.&our md 
LibedDenmratGmups. (HAMS) 

TRANSPORTATION & ENVlRONMEKfAL 3rd June 1999 193 - 206 
SERVICES 

Fursnmt to Standing Order 18(6), a requiskon had been received m the names of 
CouncillonMfi.~Weir,D~.ForddMrs.JFordrequiringthat~201be 
referredto.Full Councrl for decision, 

By way of mpportmg rema&s, Cotmcillor Mrs Weir cmnfkmd that the Members 
requestingMmute referral had felt tbat psrking for the drsabkd should be provided for 
wtthm the Boots Lagoon area and that the proposed one hour wanmg resuiction for the 
disahld was illadqm, 

In respnding to M.ember questi~ MrN. McCnIloch, the County Cxmcil’s Dmtnct 
Manageradnsadw-

(i) rt would be of value for the Cmmty Council to have a ckar mdmatron of local 
views. 

(iii propsals, as submhted to the Transporta!ion & Environmental Servmes 
Co- did inch& a period of revmw. 

(di) as far as he was aware, the Ccunty Council had not undertaken research into 
optnnum waiung tnnes for disableddrivers. 

(iv) whilst further investigation would be rqtired on the precise legal posuion, 
provision could probably be made for disabkd psrkmg within the lagoon area wnhout 
the needfor further formal notice proceduresto be mmxlnccd. 

In snppxt of the decision made by dre Transportation & Environmental services 
Co&, referencewas made to earher County Council docwnentation and the work 
of the Raykigb Town Centre Forum from which it was apparentthat the lagoon area 
would be best smtd to taxis. The pohce had also gwen advme that the lagoon area 
should be for taxis and then accesa’egress. Then would be value in commencing 
propasalswimareviewofthetaxiandparkingsltuationinthrccmonthstime The 
District was constantly mindful of the needs of the disabled, bemg a carmg Authority 
pro-active in enabling the provision of disabled taxi vehicles. Referencewas also made 
tothelncoKistentnatnnoftheCormty~it’sapproachto~matter. 

In support of arnmding the propos&, reference was made to the value of disabled 
persons beiig able to p& close to facibties w&m the Boots lagoon arca and to the 
need for realistic waiting times. A Member wished to cmphasmethe nnpoltance of 
maxbmsmgaccessto facilities wuhin the commumty 

A Mohon was moved by Cotmclllor D.A. Weir and secondedby Counciior G. Fox that 
Resolution (1) of Minute 201 be amended so that reference to the non-mchmion of 
drabkxl parkng bays within the Boots lagoon was deleted andResolution (2) of Mmute 
201 be amendedto provide for the variation of parkmg restrmtionsto three hours for the 
disabled On a requmttion pursuant to StandmgOrder 24(2), a recorded vote was taken 
on eachamendmentasfollows-

Amenmnentto Reso~on (1) 

For Cotmcillors R. Adams, GC Angus, B.R. Ayling. 
(23 C.I. Black, T.G. Cutmore.J.M. Dickson, 

DE. Flack, D.M Ford, Mrs J E. Ford, G. Fox, 
K.A. Gibbs, J.E. Grey, Mrs. EK Hart,l 



l 

DR H&on, Mrs A. Hntchings, VD Hutchmgs, 
CR. Morgan, R-4 Pearson P.D. Stebbmg, 
Mrs. WM. Stevenson,Mrs. MS. Vmce. 
RE Vmgce. P-F-4. Webster,DA. Werr and 
Mrs. MA Werr. 

Courmllors DE. Barnes,Mrs. JM. G&s, 
MrsJ.HalLN Hsms,MraJ.Helson, 
k Hoskmg. CC. Langlands, V.H Leach, 
Mrs. SJ. Lemon, Mrs. M.J. Webster. 

AlL&alticcls Ccuncillor T. Livmgs. 
(1) 

Natc: 

Councin~D~BBamesand~ErU.We~wishedittobencordedthatmey~ 
votdagamtthisaIllu&m m new of Poke advice wide regard to the lagoon area 

FQr cormdllon R Adams, G.C. Angus, B.R Ayhng, 
(31) DE Barnes,C.I. Black, T.G. Cutmore, 

J M Dickson, DE. Flack, DM. Ford, 
Mrs JE Ford, G. Fox, KA. Grbbs,SE Grey, 
Mrs.JHalJ,N.Harris,Mrs.BM.Hart, 
D.R. H&on, Mrs J. Helson, A. Hoslang, 
Mrs. AR. Hutch&, V.D. Hutchbags, 
CC. Langlands, C.R Morgan, RA Pearson, 
PD. Stebbing,Mrs. W.M. Stevenson, 
Mrs. MS Vmce, RE. Vimgoe,P.F.A. Webster, 
D.A. Weir and Mrs. MA Weir. 

CouncdlorsMrs. JM. Grles,V.H. Leach and 
Mrs. S.J.Lemon. 

AbStdiOB GmnciIlors T. Livings andMrs. MJ. Webster. 
(2) 

Both amendmentswere declaredcarriedandit was.-

Resolved 

(1) that the current Traffic RegulatronOrderbe part varied and part sealedto mclude the 
proposals as detailed at Appendtx A of the report and shown on drawing 
208Cb99KO6OB. 

(2) that parking reshictions be varied to three hours for the disabled in the designated 
bays. 

(3) that a revrewof the Traffic RegulationOrder be undertakenafter 12 months. 

Minute 202 - Raykigh Town Cenk Traffic Survey Updat&tnction Study at Church 
StOXt. 

0 

l 



l 

Pursuant to Standing Orda 18(6), a reqolslhon had teen rcceivtd n the names of 
Counnllors Mrs. J H&on, D.E.Bamcs, V.H.Leach+ Mrs.M.J Webster and 
CC. Langlandsrequnmg that Minute 202 be referred to Full council for declston 

The Connty Council’s Area TransportahonManager ticated that the report submttted 
a to the Trarqmahcm and Enwonmental Services Ccmmmee should, in fzt, have 

m&catedthatthematterwasfornoteonly 

A oumber of Members expressed mmuxtent at the County C0w5l’s posmon. 
Referencewas madeto extensivework tmdmtken by local Members on the basisthat a 
deasmn amid be influeaced and to amfbctmg County Council advice given with 
regardtothislfxatl~ Innewofarncematthtccumyconncil’spoorhan~gofthis 
matter Councillor CC Laanglandsad Gxmcillor Mrs. MJ. Webster announced their 
resignauon from the Town Centre Forum. Chmallor DE Barnes also wtshed to 
registerlus calcem at the CoMty cmmcil handlmg of this mat&. 

Council coaatrred with tie view of a Member tha$ in view of indications that drivers 
were qqring traffic hgbts at thts locanon. the County should be asked to consider the 
inhcduchon of a red t&-ii signal canXXa. 

(1) That the report of the Area Transportahon Manager, EssexCounty Council on the 
h-afticstudyupdmjanction study at ChurchStreet, Rayleigh be noti 

(2) That the Coonty Council be “gu&ed to consider the intnxiaction of a red traffic 
signal camemat thii location. 
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NCITE Cmmcillor Mrs. SJ Lemon de&r4 a non penrmaryinterestinthisItemby 
vbtue of her role as Governorof Downhall Park SchooL 

In accordance with the decision of the Community Services C4mmittce Council 
consideredthe mport of the Head of Letsure and Client ServicesoriginaJly subrmacd to 
the Commrttee together WI&I an Addendum report pmv&ng fmtber information 
regardingthe SummerPlays&me swimming Provision IrdtJahve. 

Council WBSpleased to note the mcluslon of further schools within the scheme In 
terms of individual schools, a Member expressedconcern that there was not provision 
for at leasttwo sessionsat Great Wakering and at the needfor somechildren to pay for 
bos transport. A mohon was moved by Councillor Mrs. J. Helson and seconded by 
Councillur MIS. SJ. Leman with a ylcw to enmrmg that, where a cud was in 
possessionof an appqmate bus ticket, the swimming fee would be. waved The 
motion was extendedto take amnmt of the addihonal comments of a Member with 
regard to the value of transportatton arrangementsbemg extenti to mclude Hallbndge 
School ch&lren in the scheme for at least one day per week (subject to budget 
restrictions). Referencewas madeto the need to ensue that bookmg systemsand post 
sessiontransportationarrangementswae also satisfactory. 

Resolved 

(1) That tht summer s wlmming Scheme,as amended, be agreed, subject to Officers 
repating to the CommuIuty Service.5 Urgency Sub-Commtttee on transport 
arrangementswith a view to ensurmgthat those children having to use bus transport are 
not penabsed financially and that arrangements enable the mclnsion of Hollbndge 
School children in the Schemefor at leastone day per week. 



(2) That Offmn report back to -a future Meeting of the Commu&y &-vices 
(IImdt& on the success of the scheme. (33556)(HLCS) 
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COMMITTEE 

MiMte2j8-RelahngtoCorpondcResuMus-tteeMjnutc242-
MineImiumclod;Rayleigh 

ItwasnotedthattheCreaof~~w8snowtogoononesideof~proposed 
Mlllemlilml cl&. An amendment to Minute 238, moved by Councillor 
P.FA. Webster by G~unullcr R Adams. WBS and semnded won on a show of hands 
ad it was:- 

Resolved 

ThattheCouncilpurmtestheproposalfortheDiseiaCoMcll’sCoatofAnnstobe 
attached to one side of the new Rayleigb Millennium Clock subject to the cost of El,025 
b.$nd~dedt&u”” an q$kation to the Milltim Fmxl set asi& by the County 

NOlE Chmciior G. Fox declared a non pemniary interest ln this Item as the land at 
Blatches Farm fell within the Divraion be served as a County Counchlor. 

Purswnt to Standing Order 18(6), a rqnisiion had hem received m the names of 
Com-dors Mrs. J.M. Giles, Mrs. J. Hall and V.H. Leach mqiring that hImme 243 be 
referred to Full Council for de&on. 

The Chief Executtve mported that. since the Meeting the Fm rmd General Pmposes 
Commit&, wntten contact bad been made with leaders of the pohhcal groups on the 
~~ty~un~releVarrt~~~ChairmenthtCountyChicf~ecuhVeandthe 
Camty R-opeay services Officer. A Member Level Meeting wnh the County Counctl 
hadbeenrquestcd Intermsoffeedbs&itwasunderstithatSoutbendonSes 
Borough Council would be formally considering their pxrhon concerning the Blanches 
Farmsitehrduecourse. Copycorrespandemr received from the County Council’s 
Pmperty Scrnces Officer idicated that the Dishict would need to pmvxle a deftmte 
response on this land poor to the end of June. Should the Dismlct not have 
cammunicaetdaninterestbymistrme,theCountyConncilcouldofferthelandtoa 
w&r arena 

Priortodetaileddebate,merewasas~-stoenableallMe~to~thenotes 
of a Meeting to dxuss the future of Blat&es Farm held on Monday 21st June 1999. 
Themeebnghadb&naxlvenedmordertogive~~~vlmaninterestmthefuture 
of the land at Blat&es Farm the opportunity to meet with representahves of the 
Woodland Trust to dmxss the possible future use of the land. 

On reconvening, council was pleased to note both the consensus reached at the 
inter-ComaI Meding of 21st June and the response r?orn Southend on Sea Borough 
CcmciL It was clear that, in principle, all Members were in favour of maintainmg the 
land m pubhc ownership to safeguard us long term future from any potenhal 
development threat. A Member referred to the value of developing a working 
relahonshq wtth all interested parties, Such an approach could assist in the formulation 
of financial options and, at this stage, possibilities wnh regard to public subscnphm 
should not be d&xntcd. Reference was also made to the value of a Member site visit 
end consultation with the Police to a.soertain any views they may have with regard to 
site ophons. 

In rrqmnse to questions, the Chief Executive advised that, at this stage, two 
Envuunmental Trusts had been earmarked as potential sources of fnndmg. A number of 
Members tndtcated that informal connmmtcation with County Council Member 
colleagues had proved pmmve. 

l 

l 
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, 
An ~IWJ-&E~~to aspectsof the wording in Resolution (1) of Minute 243, moved by 
Coancdlor V.H Leach and SecoDdcdby Gxmciior MIX H.L.A. Glynn, was agreed It 
was also agreed that the pmpmls for future action, suggested at the Inter-Cou~~I 
Meetmg of 21st June, shot&i be end& and that anthonty should be delegatedto the 
Chef Executiveto consult with the Wo&ands Trust asappropnitte. 

(l)TbatthisCouncilsetnpaW~gWrrjwith~objectiveofsecuring~landat 
BlatchcsFann,Eestwoodfrmnfutun&velopmenttosustainitformebenefitoftha 
people of the area. The Working Party to involve all interested parties m the 
negotiauonsand to talk to the County Council, inch&g contact with the appropriate 
comity cbmmittee chairrnaa 

(2) Tilat District cQMcil repres-xltaticmoil the worhng party cum&e two LibeI-al 
Demarac two Labour, hvo Coumahve and one Hockley Restits Association 
(nommcesto bc supplied by GroupLeaders) 

(4) That Authority be de&at& to the Chief Executive to consult with the Woodland 
Trust asappropriate. (a 

~~toStandingOrdcrlS(6)anquisitionhadbccoreccivedinthenamesof 
Councillors C.1 Black, Mrs JM Giles and Mrs. SJ. Lemon requinng that h&me 245 
bc referredto Full Council for d&iioL 

A mouon, moved by Gxnciicx CLBlack and seconded by Counc~Uor 
Mrs. SJ. Lemon, that the penultimate sentence of the resolution in h&me 245 be 
adjustedto read “The Council considersthat educauonal and mxeational uses are test 
suited here and that part of a site might be suitable for an additional Civic Amenity 
Centre servmgwestern Rayleigh and Rawreth” was lost on a show of hands. A further 
motion, moved by Comxdlor Mrs. JM G&Y and seconded by Coonclllor 
Mrs. A.R. Hutchmgs, that the word “should” in the iinal paragraph of the resolution to 
Minute 245 shcatldbe repleoedwxththz word “might” WBSwon on a show of handsand 
lt was:-

That WesternRayleigh and Rawreti have been badly affeaed in the last ten years by 
the amountof housing that was allowed by the District Plan. In parttcular, roads such 
as Raw&h Lane have bxornc much buster, our Pnmary Schools have at turaesbewt 
MC& presto and the general amnity of the srea has suffered. There is also no need 
to allocateany more land for housingm our District. 

For thesereasons this Council totaLly opposes any use of the site of the former Park 
Scld for housing or iudushial purposes. The Council considers that educational and 
recreahonalusesarebestsuitedb~andthatpartofthesitemtghtbeusedtopmvldea 
Civic Amemty Ceutre. The Council will negohate w&i the County Council and 
iltterestedpsrties accordmgly. 
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259 NOTICES OF MOTION 

(i) From Cnurxillors Mrs H.L.A Glym and Mrs. M.S. Vi 



the Fhper Oflbr rep&l that tbc folJowing Notice of Motion had been received from 
Chmcdlon Mrs HLA. Glynn and Mrs M. S. Vmce- 

The land adJacent to Oxford Pam& Ashingdon Road, R&ford formeriy held under 
hcmcz by R&ford District Council from the Squires (farmers) Estate, be left in 
abeyanccuntiltheaseof~landbenvlewedandmcludedaspattofastrattgicarea 
for parking wnhm the Dlsuics”. 

The Mohon was moved by CounciJlor Mrs.H.L.A.Glynn and seconded by 
Cmmcilla Mrs. MS. Vii d it was- 

That the Motion stands referred to the Transpottanon & Em4mnroental Services 
cumuli-. (HAMS) 

(iiiFmm-MraJ.HelstmandMrs.JMGiJes 

NOlEt ‘Zoundlor DE. Barnes declared a non-pecuniq mterest in thrs matter by 
vntueofhismleasChauman of Raylergh Age Concern 

The Propa OfEca rcpnted on a Notice of Motion received from 
CounciUors~J.HelfonandMrsJ~UGilesandretatinkto~eebarriersatthcCastle 
Road Ctvlc Almity site, Raylegh. 

It was agreed that tbc Motion be determined at the Meeting. a 
hg debate, Members expressed pa&cnbu concern that barrier arrangements 
appead to wntradct the ethos of Civtc Amemty site facilities and dtffered from sue 
awes arrangements made available hi other parts of the County. Particular concern 
was expressed about the red to resolve problems of access/egress being experienced by 
Rayleigh Retued Residents Centre. The motion was agreed and It was:- 

Resolved 

ThatthrsCounciistmnglynrgesJ&xCmmtyConnciltos&als1y-the 
placlngofbarrienatCastleRoadCivicAmenirysiteasextensivetaiIbacksoftmfficare 
cmumng m Castle Road and Daws Heat& Road to the detriment of both motormm and 
pedeshians and the imPedmg of access and egress to Castle Hall Raylergh Rebred 
Residents Centre and Cedars HaJL 

260. MINWIESOFTHEMEEDNGOFTHEhfJL.L.HALLWORKfNGPARTYHELD 
ONKTHJUNE1!799 

Council considered the appended Minutes and the Recommendations contained therein. 0 
Minute31-MinHalJDevelopmat 

Iu mpending to Member questims, the Corporate Director Fmance & External 
Scrvics) confii that desrgns would be produced in house but that actual work 
would be cone-acted out. Designs and specrtications would be submitted to the 
Workmg Party and all documentanon would be available for mspection by interested 
cQlmcillors 

During debate, Council endorsed the view of a Member that rt would be appropriate to 
review the titles given to the snbsidmry bcdms of Council Committees wnh a view to 
achievmg consistency and umg the term ‘Sub-Commitee’ tierever possible. The 
Chref Exeamve mdicated that he would subtmt a report to the appropriate Comnnrtee. 
which would include a review of the terms of reference and scope of some of the 

’ * , 
Subsldlaly bodies 

A Motion, moved by CouncillaMrs. J M. G&s and seconded by 
Councillor Mrs. J. Helson, that the MiIJ Hall Workmg Party have delegated authorrty to 
prcceed with the implementation of nems 1 to 6 as set out in tts Recomrnendattons, a 



l 

l 

. * 

SubJectto costsbeing wntained in the overaRbudget provismn for the projwc& was lost 
m a show of bands. 

Resolved 

(1) That the Mtll Hall toilets shouldbe availablefor public use. 

(2) That a clo&oom should not be mcluded m the mfurbiihment proposals, but an 
appropnately supervisedportableclothmg rail should be usedinstead. 

(3)That the ongmal proposal by Gibson Hamilton Partnership for a creche facility 
shouldbe supported,ns size to be appropriateto the overall designfor MrJ.lHall 

(4)That a centrally located receptron desk incorporating a staff working area, be 
plUVldCd. 

(5) That the installation of a modern antomatic fm alarm and detectton system be 
mcludedm the proposedredevelopmentof the Mill HalL 

(6) That a cinemafacibty, inchrdmga plasmascreen,be locatedin the upstairs lounge. 

(7) That, m the light of decrsionsmade in Recommemianons1 to 4, a fnrther report be 
brought back to the Workmg party outlining a plan of actton for the implementation of 
tbc schem, to mchrdecostrngsanddmescaJe.s.(HLCS) 

Miuute32-BusinssPIans 

In responseto Member quesdons,the Corponde Diitor (Fmance& External SCMCZS) 

advmd on the htgh level off& which would be expectedm any restorabon work at 
this public building. Council agreed an addmon to Minute 32 suggested by 
Chncillor Mrs. JM. Giics andrt was -

(1) That advice be sought from specialists in the restorauon of hrstonc bulldmgs 
concerning the fmancial and other implicanons of the refurbiint of the Sports aud 
SccmlClub. 

(2) That the adme sought m (1) abovebe reptcd to the next Meeting of the Mill HsJl 
Workmg Party to be held on 22ndJuly 1999 and the costs of obtannng the advmebe 
met from the SpecsalProtectsReserve.(CD(F&ES)) 

261. GROUPLEADERS PANEL - TERMS OF REFERENCE AND OPERA’ITON 

Counnl consideredthe report of the Chtef Executive setting out the Terms of Reference 
and methcdsof operanonfor the GroupLeadersPanel. 

That the Terms of Referenceoutlined in Appendtx 1 of the Chref Execunve’s report be 
a,geed (CE/HAMS) 

262 JZXCLUSIONOF THE PUBLIC 

Resolved 

That, under Se&on l@(A)(4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the pubhc be 
excluded from the Meetmg for the followmg ttem of busmesson the grounds that rt 
mvolvesthe bkely drsclosureof ExemptInformanon as defined in Paragraph9 of Part 1 
of Schedule12A of the Act 

. 



263. BLA’l’CHES FARM-REPORT ON FINANCIAL OPTIONS 

NOTE: The Charmar drmued thus nem of business as urgent m VEP/ of the declslon 
makmg umtsmle 

Council concurred wtth the ww of a Member regardmg the w&e of an early report on 
posble financul options available to the Council ~7th regard to the Blatches Farm we 
andttwas-

That a conftdential report be submt&l to the forthcoming hkehng of the Member 
Budget Momtormg Workng Group outiming the possible financial options awlable to 
the Council with regard to the Blat&es Farm site, Easrwood. (CD(F8rEs) 

The Meetmg closed at 11.35pm 

l 
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Committee Report 
8(G) 

on: 
Report OE 

Title: 

e AtaMeet&belda123rdJlmc199!3. present GmncitlorsT.G.Crbmore,JM.Didrson, 
DM Ford, K.A. Gii, D.R. Helson, MIS. J. Helso~~, V.D. Hutchmgs, RA. Peanon, 
Mrs. WM Stevenson, Mrs. MS. Vmce and Mrs. ML Webster. 

A@o&s: Cowdlors DE Banes and P-4. Becker% 

114. AFToINTMBNroF­

116. 

Cburdlor KAGibb declared a Non-peamiary Intxxcst in the items “Dome&c 
Violenoe - Maim Pmgms Report” (Mnmtc 120) and ‘Strvey of Rqoited 
Inndents of Domestic Violence wit&n the R&foxd Dtshict council Area for the 
MunicipalYearendedMarch1999*~121)byvirtneof~wwortinrelarianto 
thesubject. 

117. TERMSOFREFBRBNCB 

The Sob-committee noted the knns of reference in relation to the Commmuty Safety 
StIb-Gmlmlti. 

118. CRlMEANDDISORDERREDLJCJiONSTRAlXGYz PUBLICAWARENESS 

Note: CouncillorDRHelson declared a nonqeamiaq mterest by virtae of being a 
mmbcr ofR@.&f& Sports Ccunc~L 

TheSu~consideredrberepoaoftheHeadofCorporatePo~&~~ 
whichsoughtMemberappmvalforapmgmmnx ofpbJicawxenescam@gnsaad _ 
ftldingtoachieve’the0~ve. InendorsingthepmposalstouseRayleIghaud 
R&ford Markets to pmmxe tk Cmne & Disorder Re&chan Strategy Members 

8a 



- 

l 

-..-. . 

co&de&thstPansbCumcilsshonldbeapproachedtoinvesugetepcgubkad&~ 
vcm~~~for the s&em. The following were sngge&d aspossiblevermedevents:-

ThearcadmalymlkmtofRochfordLibraiy, 
Hullbridge ChznityShow 
R&ford SportsCoanci Final on 17thJuly 
somemeld store, Rayleigh. 

Itwasalns?&appropriatetobriagthismatterbeforeaaLJrgeocySubCormmtteeM 
allow snfficknt k&-in time for prqemtqwo&tobecamedaatpnortotheRc&ford 
Sprts ‘iTourd Fmal on 17thJuly 1999. 

A Motion was put by CuinziUocDRHels~m and secondedby Cn&llor KAGii 
andanamenmnentmovedbyC~~~~G~h%rsWMSte~ensmandsemndedby 
&tmcillorMrsMSYiwaswanonashowofh&sardttwas 

(l)That!&propos&tor&epnbhcawarmess a.sc&nedintherepcutoftheHeadof 

l 

l 

.. 

corporatcmhcy&hlitlatrvc-sbaagreed 

119. RAYLEZG!HF’OL&XDIVEION-ANNUAL-Gm 

TheSub-Committeecc&&dthereportoftheHeadofCoq6ePolky~~ 
which advise Membem of Ray&h Police Division Ammel Polk@ 
1999LX00. 

UmkregedrmkingaodtheTruveI~scheme. 
Mobde CCTV. 
Fcarofbm@arymclndingviaimsofdoorstepcrhne. 
Drug awareness. 

9 
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Plan for the.ye~rr 

0 



nlatthereprtbenoted. (Hc!PI) 

The Meeting clued at 9.55pm. 
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TRANSPORTATION AND ENVIRONMPNTAL, Sl3RVIC!E!S 

15THJULY 1999 

HE!.ADOFAD MIlNwmATIvB&MEMBBRSERvIcBs 

-0FTHEPLANNINGPOLICYSUBcoMMFITEE 

G P Brazendale Report Approved By{ 

At a Meetmg held on 24th June 1599. Present. Counuilors D.A Wtxr (Chaxman ), C I Black, 
JAI D&son, D M.Ford, KA abbbbs, Mrs J.M. G&s, V.D. Hutchmgs, CC Langlands, 
Mrs S J. Lemoq RA Pearson, Mrs M J Webster and Mrs. M A Weir 

Vtitmg Member: CounnllorT Cutmore 

The Idmutes of the Meetmg held on 26th May 1999 were approved as a correct record 

65. m’ITBRS.ARISING 

There were two matters arim& as fullows 

It was conftrmed that, followmg a remon to the ongmal normnation, the Member on 
the S&Comnntt.ec for the Hoc&y Resldetis Assocmhon would be Codor 
V D. Hntchmgs; hts sutihtte would be Conncillor RE. Viigce. 

In reply to a queshon from Counc~Uor T Cutmore, It was confinned that, although 
Traagpoaation and Envmmme ntd Serw.73 Cammttee had resolved to appzint an 
adviser to the Sub-Comm@ee represntmg the Rcchford Hundred Assocmhon of Local 
Councds, nticauon of the Assx~ahon’s appomtee had yet to be 1~~1x4 

66 ?viEMBERsINTEREsrs 

Non-pecumary mtemts were declared by Councillors Mrs. SJ. Lemon and R.A PearsMl due to 
therr asswiauon with Ford Motor Company. 

67 PROPOSALSFORTHEDEVELOPMENr’OFTHEROCHFORDBUSJNl?SSPARK 

The chairman explamed that the Meetmg would compose a present&on concermng proposals 
for the development of the Busmess Park, followmg which Members would have the opportumty 
to subtmt questlou and to cons&r the prqx~& m more detad It was pornted out that the 
SuWs rermt was, to umslder xnd evalnste the proposals, and that a formal 
recommendation to the Transportation and Enwonmxtal Servsces Conmnttee would not be 
appropnate. The fo!.lowmg ~~smxs, who had been mvned to make the presentation, were 
mhcduced 



Mr Chns Brown, Property Consultant, EIC Management Ltmited 
Mr Clwe Lucas, Msnagmg Dtrector, EIC Management Lmnted 
Mr PhiIip Mascall, ChaumanMan aging Dtrector of Essex Ford. 

Mr David Hall from Essex County Cknmctl’s Property Servtces Department wss also present, 
though attendmg the MeeMg ss rt member of the publtc. 

Mr Lucas began by outlinmg the background to his company’s interest in the stte, and the plans 
for its redevelopment It wyas explanted that the Business Park, whtch cotnprmes 28 acres, is tn 
the ownerslnp of Essex County Council winch is currently considermg the s&e’s dispc& to a 
number of potenhsl purchasers, m&ding EIC Managemnt Lmuti The land had been 
designated Bl/B8 in the Structure Plan, corresponding to industrtal/warehouse use, but it 
cumntly lacked the tn.frastmcb~re necessary to attract potenttal occupiers Mr Lucas explanted 
that it would be his company’s mtemion to make the hnttal investment to pmvtde the necessary 
services, and then to a&act suitable users. An nnttal msrketing exercise had sttracted stmng 
mtemst from Ford, Toyota and Ntssan to establish outlets on the site, and these three combined 
would occupy eight runes of the site. The Busmess Park’s geographtcal lccahon was consldemd 
to be advsntageously central to these dealers’ ,sales terrrtortes. It was anticipated that these 
occnplers would pmnde employment for apnoxitnstely 180 people, and that there would be 
srgnificant mvesonent tn premises and associated facthoes. It was pointed out that motor 
dealerships have then own planning designation, and would n& therefore, fall strictly withii the 
uses of the site tdenttfied within the Local Plan. equally, however, such pmposals would not 
necessarily contltct wrth the destgnated hght mdnstr&warehou.se land use. The Sttb-Conmnttee 
was provtded wttb. a letter from Essex County Councd which br&ly suppoti occupation of a 
limited part of the snc by non Bl/B8 categories, recognisiig that it would only be such users that 
could provtde the necz.ssary m- mvestment, whtch would thereby enhance the overall 
attrachveness of the site for other investors 

Mr Lucas also mfcrmed Members that Lentem Ancraft had expressed an mteresr m establishing a 
three acre unit on the site. for wluch, agam, the pm@ mvestment m mfmsbnctum would be 
essential It was antlciped that the remainder of the sue, comprising 17 acms, would take 
betweenfiveaodrenyearstofill,~~interestWrelytoanse~Gompanies~ylocated 
wlthmtheriIea. 

Mr Masdl, whose company fs a franchised mam Ford dealer, then provtded the Sub-Committee 
wtth some more detailed mformahon concernmg proposals for the development of hts company’s 
unit on the sue, hts intended marketing strategy, the likely employment whtch would result; and 
proposed tunescales. 

The Sub-Cotmmttee, in considermg the mformahon pmvtded durtng the p~ntatton, requested 
further advice on the followmg mam issties 

i) Employment. 

A number of Members were anxious to ensure that recrmhnent to the &dttional lobs to 
be created would favour local people. It was explained that it would be commercially 
sdvantageous to attmct employees located wuhin easy reach of the stte, at Ford’s umt 
at Basrldon for mstance, 85% of employees ltved wtthin 10115 minutes Journey tune to 
the workplace It was also pornted out that mdn-ect employment could be generated in 
the form of service perscmneVmamtensnce staff m order that the visual appearance of 
the site and buildings would be preserved. 



68 

Bnvironmellti Impact. 

son-e concern was expressedabout the posstblli~ of the buildmgs associatedwrth tile 
cm ddershq bemg mually obtrusive, and about increased congesuon on 
neghbomng roads In reply, it was mdtcated that the design bnef for the Ford’s 
complex mchtded boundary and other appmpfiab: landscapmg, and that the intended 
buildings would be lower m height tiuar those usually associatedwith BUB8 users. A 
number of Members agreedthat the proposeduse would be more visually am-acnvethan 
tradluonal wamhotms&lrt in&trial buildings. There would also be lxmttexiuse of 
container lorries, thereby &rug the likelihood of congestion, and generally the sue 
was constdemdto have a good roadnetwork, wrth easyaccessto nearby ruamroads 

use classes. 

Some concern was expressed that agreeing to the propos& to establish motor 
dealershps, a use category c&side that destgnatedfor the site III the Local Plan (Bl/B8) 
could make it dtfiicult to refuseother nondestgnated apphcauonsm the futnre, thereby 
preludxing the operatton of the Authonty’s pIarming pohcy. Officers suggested,m 
reply, that dtxuasiona conid take place with Essex County Council m order that the 
necessarylegal agreementsbe put m place.upon dtsposalof the sate,to restnct the uses 
towhrchtheb&mceofthehardcouldbeput 

It was recognisedthat the BusinessPark had been nientlfied in the Local Plan as a key 
site m meehng the Drstnct’s tequuementsto provtde mdustnal land; consequently,use 
fbr non-indnstrial purposes could result m the need to find alternative mdn.strialsites 
elsewhere wrthm the Dls@rct It was explained that Essex County Council would be a 
cmsultee on the current proposals,when a plannmg apphcatmnis submitted,and would 
considerthe employmeut ~mplnxtionsfor the Dii as a whole. 

iv) Future Actton. 

It was emphasisedthat whilst it was for this SubConmuttee to consider and evaluate 
the current proposals, it was important not to preempt any decision by Planning 
Sernm Commttee concerningany planrungapphcatmnwhtch nught be submuted. 

It was confirmed that, since the propals would create more than ten new jobs, they 
would, under extstmg proxhnes, te “fast tracked” through Pianmng Semces 
Commute-efor a declsmn in prmcrple subject to the outcome of the rnxx%uy pubhc 
consultations 

Following Members’ questtons relatmg to the presentation, the Chanman asked Mr Hall to 
outline brtefly the County Councrl’s views concernrug the proposals put forward by EIC 
Management Lmuted Mr. Hall confirmed that there were varmua mfzhanisms available, 
mcludmg a Sectron 106 Agreement which could be mrplernentedto ensure that the remainderof 
the srtewould be usedfor Bl/B8 uses. 

PERTINENTBUSINESS 

In reply to a Member question, it was uahcated that the Councd’s planuiug pohcies were 
encapsulatedwnbin the Rochford Diatnct Local Plan. 

The Meeting closed at 10.05pm 
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RCChfCdDI;*mtCooail 

To the meetmgof 

on. 

Report of 

Title: 

Amhm 

TRANSPORTATION & ENVfRONMENTAL =VIa 

15THJuLY 1999 

HELADOFADMINKIRA TIvE&Ml3m~sERvIm 

MINUTES OF THE TRANSPORTATION SUB-COMMIlTFF 

A Wyatt Report Approved By 

At a Me&g J&l on 29th Jtme 1999. Present Councdlors G Fox, (Cbanman), J M Dr&on, 
DM Ford, Mrs. J.E Ford, Mrs. JM G&es, J.E. Grey, Mrs. IU A. Glynu, A Hoskmg, 
V D Hutchmgs,V H Leach, R A PearsonandMrs M.J. Webster. 

111. MINHTES 

The Mumtes of the Meetmg held on 29th May 1999were approvedas a correct record. 

In relauon to theseMmutes, the Head of Revenueand Housmg Management advisedMembers of 
the number of tam dnvem and proprtetors hcensedby R&ford Distnct Council who lived wifhm 
the Rcchfod D~stnct Members were fnrtba advised that a speaker on the A130 proposals 
would be attending the next Meetmg of Transportation & Envhonmentsl Servmes on 
15th July 1999 to provtde updatemformauon and answerquestions. 

Councdlor V.D. Hutchings declared a Non-Pecummy Interest in the item “Dial-a-Rude Review” 
by vntne of hrs as9ocratnmwith a chanty mentionedin the Appendix to the report 

113 DIALA-RIDESHRVKEREVIEW 

Note: Dnring discussion of tbrs Item, Conncrllor, Mrs. KL.A Glynn de&red a Non-Pecmuary 
Interestby vu-&e of lcnowledgeof sometaxt driverswrthm the Dtstnct. 

The Snb-Conum~ considered the repmt of the Head of Revenue & Housmg Management 
whxh was the fti of a servesof reports lcokmg at the revrew of the D&a-Ride servtce. It was 
noted that followmg a partners meeting on the provision of the Dtal-a-&de servtce m the 
coorttioation am, it had beenagreedthat a fundamentalrevrew be undertaken. At a prelimmsry 
nxtmg held on 18th May 1999 the Terms of Reference for the Review Team had been 
consrdertxlaud the ServmeAt&t camed out by Essex County Council had been rtxmved The 
Service Audrt and the Vohmtary Sector Transport Provtsion Survey carried out by Scuth Eas 
Essex Voluntary Sector Coouhnator were alsonoted. The Head of Stxvlce advisedMem$rQ 
somekey points arismgfrom the report in pmtmular-
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* Introductron of a Broker Servnze to bring under used vohmtary servroe vehtcles into better use 

* The shopmobrly scheme 

* A Cormuumty Transport Bus pmject 

Dnrmg discuason of the Dral-a-R& scheme specifically the followmg pomts were tamed - 

* The welcm~ redmtmn to 48 hours for the booking of the D&a-R& Scheme 

* The current Lmokhg arrangements of the servtce and the amnmt of time lost to the servme in 
wathng time. 

* The effect of the i5 mgtstrauon fee on the total number of members. 

* The lack of surveyed informauon from potenhsl users of the Dral-a&de scheme 

The followmg related transport rssues were also ramed durmg dEzussrou.- 

* The taxi voucher scheme and its possrble extension to taxts from outstde the Dlstrict 

l Raised kerbs to allow easier axeas to tams by wheelchair users 

* The inabrhty to use some commumty/volnntary servrce vehicles. 

l TheuseoflowflWXbuses 

It was consrdemd that the Ihal-a-R& scheme in rts present form dtd not fully meet Members 
expectations. The success of the raxi voucher scheme was seen, however, as a posmve step 
forward 

On a Motion put by Couucrl.lor Mrs mAA. Glynn and seconded by Counclnor V.H. Leach, it 
WBS 

(1) That the Terms of Reference and tion plan as outhned m ti report of the Head of Reverse 
and Housing Management be agreed 

(2) That the Servme A&t and Transport Stndy be noted. 

(3) That Connallo~ Mrs. H.L.A. Glynn aud R.A. Pearson be nominated to attend futnre renew 
Team Meetmgs and that such attendance ranks for Members Attendance Allowance 

(4) That nottce be grven m hsth Fast Essex Jh.ah-Ride m possibly termmate the contract. 
Furthermore that G&en mveshgate a scheme to enable the use of &led taxts for quahfymg 
persons wrth the voucher scheme aheady provnied The funding at p”sent grven to Dr&a&de 
to be transferred to the Taxt Voucher Scheme (HRHM) 

Note: Pursuant to Stan&g Order 24(4) Councillor D.M. Ford tied it recorded that he cast hts 
vote against Resoluhon 4 above 

The Meeting closed at 93Gpra 
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Committee Report 


R.C&fd-caradl 
To the meetmgof ctom SERVICESco?v!MnTs 

on. 13TH JULY 1999 

Report of HEADOFAD -TIvEANDMEMBERmvI~ 

Title: MlNUESOF3.‘HEiURCiENCY~MMITIHH 

I %I 

Author A. Wyatt Report Approved By 

At a Meetmg held on 3&h June 1999: Present Councdlots Mrs. S J Lemon. 
Mrs W.M StevensonandMrs. M.S Vii 

APFQINTUENTOFC&URMAN 

Counc~llorMrs. WM Stevensonwas appomtedChamuanfor the Murncipal Year. 

2. MHMBERS-

Councillor Mrs WM. Stevenson de&red a Non Pecnmary Interest in the item “Summer 
Swmnning Provrston”by vntne of bemga HulIbridge Pansh Gnmcillor and a School Governor 
Counctllors Mrs. S.J.Lemon and Mrs. MS Vince both declared Non Pecnnraty Interests in the 
samettem by vntue of being School Goveruors. 

3. SuMMERSWIMMINGPROVISION(Minme258199) 

The Sub-Commutesconsidered the report of the Head of L&mu and Client Setvices which, m 
accordance wrth the ESOlUhOU of Council on 22nd June 1999, pmvrded Members with 
informahon m relahon to transpOrtahOn and booking arrangementsfor the Summer Holiday 
Swmmnng ProvisionScheme. 

It was noted that the Item had been brought before the Urgency Sub-Committee to enable 
implemeruattonof the schemein trme for the forthconungschool summerhohdays 

!Memberswere sdnsed that the transportanonsnangementswere specifically for those school 
children bvmg within the Pansh of Hullbndge m order for them to not be precluded from 
pamctpatmg m the scheme The issueof bookmg arrangementshad beenmooted at Council due 
to the maximumnumbers allowed wnhm somepools at any one tune It was constdesedthere 
was not a needto pm-book the swimnung ~e~sronsgrven the number of “back to back” sessions 
prowded at the pools. It was further mooted that the mrplementationof a bookmg system might 
in fact precludesome&t&en from partrctpatingIn the scheme 

In considering the option to watve admission fee on production of a valid bus ucket or tbe 
provtsron of a spectfic coach servtce for the Hullbridge school children, the Sub-Committee 
consuJer& that on balancethe watver of achmsslonfee would be the most appropriate course of 
action to takeandon a show of bandsit was 
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(1) That a bookmg system be not implemented 

(2) That the admissm fee be wawed on pmduchon of a valid bus hcket for those children hvmg 
wthin the Hullbndge F%nsh (33556) (HLCS) 

The Metmg closed at 1.3Cpm. 
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ROCHFORDDISTRICI’COUNCJL 

Mkmks of the HousingManagementSub-Committee 

At a Meeting held on 30th June1999. I+sent: CouncillorsMrs. MS. Vmce 
(Chauman),R.S.Allen, P.A. Beckers,T.G Cutmore,Mrs. I. Hall, 
C C. Langlands,Mrs. S.J.Lemon,RA Pearson,Mrs. W.M. Stevensonand 
Mrs. M.A. Weir. 

Apologies: Councflors D.M. Ford andN. Harris 

Sulxtitutes: CouuclnorsJ.M %&son andMrs H.L.A. Glynn. 

61. MINUTES 

ZFnum of tie Meeting held on 2nd June 1999 were approvedas a correct 

62. MEhBERsINTKREm 

Councdlor CC Langlands declared an Interest m the Item “Annual Report -
Local PerformancePlan” (Minute 64) by virtne of bemg a leaseholderof a 
former Council property. 

63 HOMELBSSNBSS- REASONABLE!AND ADDITIONAL PREFERENCE 

The Sub-Committeecmsidered the report of the Head of Revenueand Housing
Managementconcemmg the Alloction of Housing (ReasonableandAddltlonal 
Preference)Regultions 1997 The Statutory Instrument (SI 19OV37)camemto 
effect on 1stNovember 1997and reqmredLocal Authorities to give “reasonable 
preference” in the all-on of housmg to people found by them to be 
umntentionally homeless,andin priority need. It alsohad the effect of w&ning
the categoryof personsto whom ‘reasonablepreference’shouldbe given. 

Since this matter was first consideredby the Community ServicesComuutteem 
1997, it had become clear that ‘reasonablepreference’ should be given to a 
numberof additionalcategories,set out below 

a) people owed a duty by an author@ under Section 193 OT195(2) of the 
Houmg Act 1996 or Sections65(2) or 68(2) of the Housmg Act 1985 
(main dutiesowedto homelesspersons) 

b) people m respect of whom an authority is exercismg its power under 
Section 194 of the 1996 Act @ower to secure accommodation after 
mimumm pend of duty underSection 193of the Act) 

cl people:-

i) who havewithm the previoustwo yearsbeenprovided with adviceand 
assistanceby an authonty under Section 197(2)of the 1996Act (duty 
whereothersmtableacomm&on 1savtiable) 

11) who are occupying or accommodauonsecuredwith such advice and 
assistance. 

Although it was agreedin 1997to award 50 points to each househoklaccepted 
as homelessIt had become apparentthat the other home&mess mptances 
(categoriesb and c above)should also receive “reasonablepreference”and that 
this wasnot addressedm the currentPomtsScheme 

The Sub-Committeetherefore cons&red, and agreed, a proposal to award 10 
points to each of these categoriesin n+cogmtionof “reasonablepreference”,
During discussion, a number of Members expressedconcern that the plaent 
systemawardedmore points for homelessness- wlmzh could in certai~ases 307 



mtentionally caused - than for the length of ume an applicant had been on the 
wating hst. As a result, there could be a perception that such ind~nluals were 
“leap-froggmg” the queue. It was recognised that, at present, no points am 
awarded for the time spent occupying the waiting hst, and that this and other 
issues should be addressed in the review of the Housing Pomts Scheme to be 
camed out later in the year. 

(1) That the Housmg Points Scheme be amended as it relates to “reasonable and 
addruonal” preference as set out m the Head of Servme’s Report. 

(2) That a comprehensive review of the Housing Points Sch-eme be undertaken 
later thrs fmancml year followed by a amsultatron exercise with Tenants’ 
Representatives (HRHM) 

64. ANNuALREPoRT(LoCALPl3RF0RMANCEPLAN) 

The Sub-Committee cons&red the report of the Head of Revenue and Housing 
Management concerning the Authority’s Annual Report to tenants. It had 
previously been recognised that it IS necessary to upgrade, both in style and 
content, the Report smoe it provides a “one-off opportmuty to communicate 
with tenants and to seek their views. Good presentation and commumcation 
with tenants also at&acts a high score when considerauon is gven to the 
Honsmg Investment Programme bid. As a result, prelimmary discussion had 
been undertaken with a leading media consultancy fii which had provrded 
vahable gmdanw. It was also noted that tenants’ represemauves had been 
cousulti about, and had agreed to, the document’s upgradmg. 

Members were provided with copies of reports to tenants from other Authorities 
and, following exammation of these examples, a nnmber of key components and 
gmdelmes to be used m the production of the Council’s own report were 
identified It was agreed that rt was essential for the document to have au 
munediately attractive visual appearance, including a hrgh impact cover, a 
concise contents page; an accessible written style avoiding excessive wordage, 
figures and graphs; the use of bullet points within the text; large type sue with 
an attractive colour contrast and high quality paper. It was also suggested that 
the document could incorporate a quesuomraire, and a return slip to enable 
tenants to subrmt comments on the style of the report Members also expressed 
a preference for the calendar style but recognised the additional costs associated 
wnh this type of pubhcauon. 

The Sub-Comrmttee also considered the inclusion of a customer survey, to 
obtam views on the Authority’s housing service, and a number of features that 
Members would wish to see in such a survey were nlentified These mcluded: a 
strong message such as ‘Your Views Count’ to encourage pa&patron; the 
issue of a pre-paid envelope to aid return of the survey; the use of a ‘comments’ 
box as included on the example attached to the Head of Service’s report; and a 
statement com%mmg that the results of the survey could be made available to 
tenants where requested. The formulation and presentation of the questionnaire 
was also clearly of paramount ~poaance. The Head of Service mdmated that 
the Survey’s results m&t be contained within the Local Performance Plan, to be 
issued later m the Financml Year, and that a separate section to the questromraue 
would be mcluded, relating specifically to prosp&ive tenants 

III relatron to the customer survey, the Sub-Co~ttee also considered the 
operation of a prize draw to encourage partmrpatron and completion. Although 
It was noted that evrdence from other similar surveys had demonstrated a 
markedly higher level of response where a prize was offered, most Members 
were of the opinion that thts proposal would, d implemented, provoke 
considerable critmmm from the District’s residents. A recommendation that the 
return of the survey form would enutle the respondent to one free entry mto a 
prize draw was, followmg a vote, declared defeated. 



RBCOMMBNDED 

(1) That the Housmg Annual Report be upgraded in style and content as outhned 
in the Head of Semce’s report, and incorporating the Sub-Committee’s views as 
described above. 

(2) That a customer survey form be included with the Annual Report in order to 
obtain feedback on the document and the Housing Service, the format to reflect 
the Sub-Comrmttee’s discussion. (HRHM) 

65. PERTINELNT BUSINESS 

The Cbamnan agreed to &nut the following two items of pertinent business in 
order to update Members: 

Mr Alex Coulson, the Housing, Client and Strategy Officer, informed the 
Sub-Comuuttee that the Rochford Housing Forum had taken place earher m the 
day, and gave a brief resum& of the principal issues that had been consiti. 
He explained that the most uqortant subject to be discussed had been the results 
of the Housing Needs Survey, camed out on behalf of the Authonty by David 
Couttie Associates @CA). The purpose of the survey had been to collect and 
evaluate information about the current state of housing need and demand m the 
Dlsmct and to consider fntnre needs to assist in the development of housing and 
plting strategies in the hght of the Study’s findings The main conclusions of 
the Study were outlined to the Sub-committee and It was mdicated that the 
results would be mcluded in the Housing Needs Study for the current year, 
wlxch would soon be made available to Members. A report on the Forum would 
also be prepared for Members’ mformation During subsequent tiusslon, the 
followmg main points arose 

(a) Sub-Gmnmttee Members who had attended the Forum were unammous in 
their agreement that the Study’s fmdmgs were of fundamental importance to, 
and had major implications for, the Council’s future housing strategy. As a 
result, it was considered essenual for all Members to be made aware of the 
Study’s contents and conclusions. Officers indicated that it was intended to 
request Mr Coume to give a presenmon to a fum Meeting of the Communtty 
Serwes Comrmttee; in additmu, Members quested that a specml teach-in 
should be arranged. 

(b) Concern was exp& at the lack of affordable accommodatmn, particularly 
for young people, wlthm the I)lstnct whch had, It was perceived, been cansed 
largely through the reduction in the Council’s housing stock as a result of “right 
to buy”. Officers estimated that approximately 1200 muts had been removed 
from the Aurhor~ty’s control m dus way since &the early 1980’s. Members 
considered the possibility of submitting represenmons to Central Government 
to change the regulations so as to enable Authorities to opt out of the nght to buy 
pohcy, on the grounds that the demand for such housing would not pemut any 
further reduction of stock. A motion to this effect moved by Councdlor 
Mrs S JLemon and seconded by Councill~ RAPearson was agreed
unammously. 

ti) Reuossession of a Courtc~ m Great WakermE 

The Head of Service informed the Sub-Committee that, for the fit time in 
many years, it h& been necessary to carry out an eviction due to heavy rent 
arrears. The property was vacated in a poor condition, and the rcpam needed to 
enable its re.-letting were currently being undertaken, an ammpt would be made 
to IEOU~ the cost from the tenant. Members noted that Officers had offered the 
tenant cons&able adv~cc and assistance concerning the rent arrears to avoId an 
eviction and that, once it became clear that no other onuse of action was 
possible, the evmtion had been carried out swiftly and efficiently 
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(I) That Officers make representations to Central Government seeking changes 
in the regulations to allow Authonties to refuse right to buy applic&ons in those a locations where the demand for affordable, Council-own4 accommodation is 
particularly great. (HHHCC) 

(2) That a teach-in for Members, omcemmg the nnplicatiom of the Housing 
Needs Survey, be furmged (HHHCC) 

The Meetmg closed at 9 18pm. 

I 
a Date 

hmsu~sjuu30 

a 
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