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8.1

ROAD TRAFFIC PENALTIES – CONSULTATION

1 SUMMARY

1.1 Members to consider a consultation document on Road Traffic
Penalties as part of the Government’s Road Safety Strategy.  A
response has been requested by the 9 March 2001 which can be
achieved by sending a ‘qualified response’ subject to ratification by the
parent committee.

2 INTRODUCTION

2.1 The Government’s Road Safety Strategy contains wide ranging
proposals to provide a safer environment for road users, passengers
and pedestrians.  The aim is to achieve over a ten year period:-

• a 40% reduction in the number of people killed or seriously injured

• a 50% reduction in the number of children killed or seriously injured

• a 10% reduction in the slight casualty rate.

By introducing higher penalties for various driving offences and other
provisions such as training and re-tests the aim is to increase the
drivers general level of safety awareness which it is hoped will lead to
fewer accidents occurring on the road.

Against the background of 30 million drivers, 1.8 million endorsements
occur each year.  Some 95% of drivers, therefore, make it through the
year without committing an endorsable offence.  However, the aim of
the strategy is to change attitudes of those drivers who are
transgressors and road traffic penalties have a part to play by signalling
what is dangerous, providing incentives for improvement and generally
encouraging consideration for other road users, including passengers
and pedestrians.

The Council’s views are sought on the proposals set out in the
Consultation Document, a full copy of which has been placed in the
Members’ Lounge.  A summary of the 22 proposals is appended to this
report.
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3 CRIME AND DISORDER IMPLICATIONS

3.1 The Government believe that the introduction of changes outlined in
the consultation will lead to a reduction in motoring offences.

4 RECOMMENDATION

4.1 It is proposed that the Committee RECOMMENDS

That, subject to Member comments and approval by the Transportation
& Environmental Services Committee, a response be made to the
consultation document on Road Traffic Penalties.  (HRHM)

S J Clarkson

Head of Revenue and  Housing Management

______________________________________________________________

Background Papers:

Home Office Consultation Paper.

For further information please contact Steve Clarkson on:-

Tel:- 01702 546366 ext 3120
E-Mail:- steve.clarkson@rochford.gov.uk
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