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ROAD TRAFFIC PENALTIES — CONSULTATION

11

21

SUMMARY

Members to consider a consultation document on Road Traffic
Penalties as part of the Government’'s Road Safety Strategy. A
response has been requested by the 9 March 2001 which can be
achieved by sending a ‘qualified response’ subject to ratification by the
parent committee.

INTRODUCTION

The Government’'s Road Safety Strategy contains wide ranging
proposals to provide a safer environment for road users, passengers
and pedestrians. The aim is to achieve over a ten year period:-

a 40% reduction in the number of people killed or seriously injured
a 50% reduction in the number of children killed or seriously injured
a 10% reduction in the slight casualty rate.

By introducing higher penalties for various driving offences and other
provisions such as training and re-tests the aim is to increase the
drivers general level of safety awareness which it is hoped will lead to
fewer accidents occurring on the road.

Against the background of 30 million drivers, 1.8 million endorsements
occur each year. Some 95% of drivers, therefore, make it through the
year without committing an endorsable offence. However, the aim of
the strategy is to change attitudes of those drivers who are
transgressors and road traffic penalties have a part to play by signalling
what is dangerous, providing incentives for improvement and generally
encouraging consideration for other road users, including passengers
and pedestrians.

The Council’s views are sought on the proposals set out in the
Consultation Document, a full copy of which has been placed in the
Members’ Lounge. A summary of the 22 proposals is appended to this
report.
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3 CRIME AND DISORDER IMPLICATIONS

3.1  The Government believe that the introduction of changes outlined in
the consultation will lead to a reduction in motoring offences.

4 RECOMMENDATION
4.1 Itis proposed that the Committee RECOMMENDS
That, subject to Member comments and approval by the Transportation

& Environmental Services Committee, a response be made to the
consultation document on Road Traffic Penalties. (HRHM)

S J Clarkson

Head of Revenue and Housing Management

Background Papers:

Home Office Consultation Paper.
For further information please contact Steve Clarkson on:-

Tel:- 01702 546366 ext 3120
E-Mail:- steve.clarkson@rochford.gov.uk
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Proposal 9 Causing deathi by
careless driving while undey the
influence of drink or drugs

Disgualification to be for a minimumt of thrve yoars
fon. pibls for el Disqualfiinion so b for L
(pussibly revizwned afier @ subsartial period of time,
10 pears fir cxample) where the'defincting bad.
previgusiy conmbitted an dfferice of ditgerous
driving, or atising death by davgerons driving or
crissing dentls by aggranntéd vebicle. inbiug; of
causing diach by caveless driving while under the
influtiice of drinik or drugy: Pirwanent ov iesmponscy
Sorfeiture of e vebicle wawld-be avallable. 27

Proposal 10 Causing death by:
ageravated vehlcle faking

B¢ mmarania sovmn of rnprissunient hreraied n}
10 yeaty. Digualifintion ta bo fira minipm of
three yean (on; parsibly for iR, Disgualificadon- oo
e for life (ponibly reviewed afier & inbstantind

peion of tims, 10 yamyfor eoemple) where the

dlefendnnt bud, frwiamb' committed an vffence-of
deangerous driving, er causing dearh by dingerons

“drlwing, or cawsing devtt by aggnivaied vebick

tuking, or eiipising denth by wveless driving whike.
-wender the influerice of drink o druge: Fernanent o
teinponiry Jotfvititne of ihe sohicle would be
wnibible, 18

Proposal 11 Dangerous driving
and aggravated vehlcle taking

Maximam eerm of Imprisoamens increzsed o five
yeatrs Jor both Hese offences. Liisqualification o be
Frswminiman of dhree yesre. Dpgqualifimtion 1o be
Sorife (passibly reviewed iefirv-a mbsseniial pevi
Z;bér. A0 yevirs for M?M where b defesitans
previeraly covunltted an offesice of dagerotis
Avjuing, of curising dequly by sengeeons riving, or
eicsing ddeaihy by aggrovated mebicle tiking or
cutiig deai by dreless driving while winder the
Injlience of drink ov drisgs. Pernitncht or
sevigponery forfeimre of ehe-velkidr wonld be
araileble. {8
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Proposal 12 A new penally fofa
“higher level of alcohol”

The veiniign perinfty for the nea: “Vigher level of
atoobul” 3{fEnce wonld be the swme dsfor the buste
aofftrce. Bul the miniguon perviod of disquafiffeasion
applyiny o the drive aud aticaipt to drive affence
weprildd be uger st the huisic offence. We invite
wietis ap-ihe isppropriaet perivds af disqualification.
Disguedifiontion wineld rewain as the diserition-of
ibe cowrs fir phe tin charge” offerce and the.
rivintun: of 12 months wonld eontinue o apply for
drlving or astempitg e drive whilst anfit.
Permanenc.or onporary forfzire of the weblele
wosldalio be aunilabls, Offenders tonvicied of the
weto gffenice wonld plwaps oc requived iwanderinke
s extenddend vetzst bifore rgminivg their licinee, 49

Proposal 13 Repeat drink-drive’
qﬂ:ftding pe

For any second drink-drive offérwe within 10
disgralificaiion, where applicable, shauld w fease
remain af-thewurrent minkmwn period of thive,pears
but coidel o Peressed, We inviee siewsan ths nwe.
The vecond ditnledrive.offence within 10 yoms
vowld s rersile i & sequibrersens bo updeytate wn
extendled repess, W propose that e vouricimis fox
Aribdriod gffeinces wWikin ei} yenss, - which one
ar bath of the affEures is a.higher Jevel glfené o1
Jriling ra provide a speehen wihert disguialifieation
i dbligorysmpuld inimet vt siniptunt perind

of dlugiialificaslon’ in eicess of thirt applying to
repestt.commisrian, of besic.offérives (eurréndy
thyeeyers), 20,

Proposal 14 Driving while
disqualifiad ‘

A silller nevige of communisy pévindtivs o b
wiwiilieble in addition s the eeiiiug aption of sx
wanihs imprisonmens, Permrens or iensporary
Porfeliure of the vebicle. A wrfilfmian bou-yeai
Aisgrialificution for & secuird 5_&'&‘8{‘1‘.&5!547#

TO yosy Goibich werlid atronys srigeer a reresk.
‘reguireweni} 2
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Proposal 15 Priving otherwise
than.in accordance with a licence,
or causing or permitting a person
to drive othérwise than In
accordance whii g llcence

1z additlon 5o exoeing penalines, “deonupled”
cimnrity prnaliies to br availahle in iy case
wabere Sigualification is puailuble; and peimanent
or mup;rzgjﬁiﬁimn af thevehicle fnwalved tn the
wffincr, i ' 21

Peoposal 36 Driving while
uninsarod

bt addditing 1d existing peiudties, “decoupled™
romyiuiTity penalties, and permaudut or 1epiporary

Jorfeisnre of she vebicle, shotld be available 1o the
7

cotirks

Proposal 17 Careless ar
inconsiderate driving.

| Aneilahts sttentey do iiduds pequirement o

wendengs a driver rernaining and improtemin
progmmie; "Detougled” comtirtntiy penalties. and
o fine. ot level 3 i place of feiel 47 A piaidlnrery
minimananard of 15 paiuis for } second offence of
cdrlest driving 10BN 3 pedrs, or for @ firee offenck
of taraless dribinig mem ;gfmibz'gs ;éfr: e
driver batl copmmiittod apy of the more seriais.
etegeries of olfence. A minimm yeviadof
disqualificntion of wiharever lenghir uecessiiry 1o
require (4 dsitomdtic vetest fora shivd or sbsequent
offence of carclex-driving within floe yeirs: 22

Pronosal 18 Speeding offences

A nese fixced penaky oseni for speeding offtnges

howld provide for tix levcts of fixedt penalty. with o

higher levely) Jiﬁnr: nianded to thoxt execeding the
i

fimlr byir vgin e ae o inchedise e vt
w0 them af lpsing their licence thpough.
il wp, 24

Proposal 19 Fraud with parking
tickets, deception with licences,
MOT ceslificates, elc and
fraudulent use of documentation
Tmprisosment af s i sk mertls dwould b

rurede dpailable to the mazistrases’ ooerls for. o
these affonces. 25

Proposal 20 Using vehicles in a
dangerous or overlogded condition

“Decoipfed” commundsy penalides shan/d be

avaifable o enmbl tha voures 1o ded sffecrively
willy parsicularly eelons eximplés of ihese offeneck
Digiallficalloy ibowtd be manduwsy for sevond
“or Sufsequent offences e this carigery sXtbim
three years; and cemparary forfitnme shoutd be
wsajlabile,

Proposal 21 Bus lanes

Eocal atboriies dhauld be enabled & enforce bus
druster ar goedlats the po 'n}:y 1 segepf evmens,.
Locnl autborities shosld 6 pmporiered i donl with
offetiders by a fixed periisy riotice. 25

Proposal 22 All Tixed penalty
foffe!t]lces :

il offtnces ampenable to fixed penaliy beeimem
“shewld be niady subfect o stinimum weatence 'if
trieek 71t tonrt, both mt to points, and w the fivaneial
pencley. The miinimico penrlty sbonid be recas by

fixeid penaliy level 26
Views are nvited on the foliowing-
‘ssues

Parigraph 9.2 (¢

Propusal 5 above-calls for-reresting az an
auromtic conecquonce of 2 substandal period of
djsqualificarion, o wddition, ro any odher, penalry. -
"Wo iwelcome viewsas to-what the Tengrli 6F chis.

period should be,
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Paregraph 9.2 (h)

“The use of short term disqualificattans; even for.

perieds as short s a fortaight or 2 month, could
give a sharp waming to deivers whose hefiayiour)
if it did not ehang, wayld be likely toresniein g,
much mire sprions penaley induding a protonged
disqualificadain,

Pamgraph-10.11

- For offences invilvingdeh, dengerur deiving or

sggravated vehide inking, drivers that show a high
level oF itresponsibiliny in dhe commission of
offinces-will always justify a substandal
preventative period of disqnalification. The

“review propases a pactern of mindmum
~disquafificarions for the firr pifence. The quation
“of whether the “tpecial reasons® éxception bn'thie

asis of which courts. may decide nit vo disqgiality
Indhesé cicumstances should. beremoved wis
cbiisidered, but there niay be Implicatoss in
‘rorms of he compatibilie/.of such 2 measurd wit
the Futopean Cénvendoh on Homan Righte, We
wauld be Interested to-recoive views as wo.the
rgrits of such 2 change.

Any comumnss o1 road traffic.penaltics Hraz avemor

expliciily mentloned within this consuliation paper,
are welromed,
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