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RESIDENTIAL ZONES AND THE ASSESSMENT AND RANKING

1 SUMMARY
1.1  The purpose of this report is to:

Outline the Residential Zone Strategy for Rochford

Present to Members the assessment system to prioritise the four zones
identified in the Locally Determined Programme.

Present to Members the prioritised list of Residential Zones to enable the
consultation to commence.

1.2  The zones being considered are Pooles Lane Hullbridge, Roach
Ave/Glasseys Lane Rayleigh, Anne Boleyn estate Rochford, Rectory Ave and
associated roads Hawkwell. These zones were identified by Members and
Parishes through the Locally Determined process.

2 Background

2.1 Inthe year 2000/01 a new category called Residential Zones was introduced
into the Locally Determined Programme to replace a previous Speed
Reduction Measures category. The introduction of simple measures as part of
speed reduction, for example signs and lines, were considered not sufficient
in reducing speeds and did not allay residents concerns for the areas in which
they lived. By adopting a different approach afforded by the Residential Zone
concept a more effective scheme could be introduced covering a wider range
of measures which to encourage more thought about the local environmental
and social issues.

2.2  Special care has been made to name this local initiative “Residential Zones”
S0 as not to confuse it with the Government led pilot scheme “Home Zones”
that is trialling nine specific sites throughout the country and being monitored
by Government. Although the Rochford District is not involved with this trial it
was felt that given support, local concerns could be addressed in a similar
manner.

2.3  Appendix 1 attached gives a brief overview of what can be achieved as part of
the Home Zone project but would be tailored to suit the selected “Residential
Zone” for Rochford District.

3 Further information

3.1 Before embarking on the planning and design of the selected “Residential

Zone” all the areas nominated must be assessed in a consistent manner to
establish a prioritised list.

8.1



ENVIRONMENT OVERVIEW & SCRUTINY ltem 8
COMMITTEE - 19" November 2002

3.2

4.1

4.2

4.3

4.4

4.5

4.6

4.7

4.8

Meetings have been held with District Councillors of the Wards involved to
discuss and agree items that needed to be taken into consideration to develop
the assessment procedure. Amulti-criteria approach has been used to
assess “zones” that demonstrate different characteristics, needs and
circumstances. A copy of the assessment form and explanatory notes are
shown in Appendix 2. The points system, applied to each category, has been
derived empirically with tests made to ensure a consistent result is achieved.

Proposal for the top ranked zone

It is intended that a standard procedure be adopted for the assessment,
design and implementation of “Residential Zone” schemes.

The need for thorough consultation is paramount and the success or failure of
a scheme largely depends on how well it is received by the local community.
Resident involvement at key stages of the design process can promote local
interest and awareness, as well as ensuring important issues are not
overlooked.

The design of any scheme as a result of this Residential Zone initiative should
provide scope for the use of not only traditional measures but development of
new ideas and experimentation where appropriate.

Residents and other interested parties, in the selected Residential Zone will
be asked to complete questionnaires at key stages of the scheme
development. Typical examples of the questionnaires are included in
Appendix 3. These questionnaires are by no means rigid and will be varied to
reflect local conditions and concerns. Stamped addressed envelopes will be
provided to ensure a good return.

Once a suitable scheme has reached the preliminary design stage, a local
exhibition may be held where residents can comment on the proposal
displayed and to suggest improvements or revisions. The Residential Zone
theme will enable schemes to be progressed on environmental and social
issues whilst taking into account safety and perceived speeding problems. It is
vitally important therefore to have the support of the majority of residents
affected before detailed design commences.

Following the implementation of the scheme and a suitable period to monitor
performance, a further “Scheme Satisfaction Questionnaire” will be sent out.
This will provide a subjective performance indicator as to how successful the
scheme has been.

New areas submitted through the Locally Determined Programme will be
assessed and prioritised on a yearly basis. Schemes on the list should only be
considered for three consecutive assessments before being dropped from the
programme.

The introduction of measures related to Residential Zones should not preclude
an area from being considered for other remedial measures such as Accident
Reduction 2010.
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6.1

6.2

7.1

7.2

7.3

8.1

Result of Assessment
Using the assessment form the prioritised list is as follows:

Pooles Lane Hullbridge

Anne Boleyn Est Rochford

Rectory Ave Est Hawkwell

Roach Ave — Glasseys Lane Rayleigh

A WN PR

If the recommendation is accepted Pooles Lane will be the first zone to be
treated as part of the scheme.

Finance

A sum of £7000 has been set aside from the Locally Determined Budget for
appointment of a Consultant to undertake the consultation process and
possible scheme design.

For the maximum success the Residential Zone strategy will need future
financial commitment and it is expected that joint funding will be required to
implement any scheme proposed. Due to the strategy being in the first stages
and a scheme has yet to be considered the matter of financial considerations
have not been fully discussed or explored.

Conclusions

The Residential Zone concept aims to address both environmental and social
concerns with the fullest possible community involvement and as a result
introduce changes and improvements to the street scene.

The assessment sheet provides a more equitable comparison between
competing “zones” .

Thorough consultation with residents will ensure schemes proceed with the
involvement of the local community.

Recommendation

It is proposed that the Committee considers the following andrecommends
accordingly:

(1)  That the assessment scoring sheet be used as the basis for prioritising
all future requests for Residential Zones.

(2)  That the first zone to be initiated be Pooles Lane Hullbridge, as
determined using the assessment scoring sheet.

(3)  That the procedure for progressing successful schemes, including the
method of public consultation, be as detailed in Section 4 of the report.
(County Highways)
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Nick McCullagh
Area Manager, Highways and Transportation Group
Essex County Council

Background Papers:

Notes from previous meetings

Worked assessments for all four zones

Statistics relating to speed, accidents and pedestrian counts

For further information please contact Lyn Harvey on (01268) 771458
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abput BOB.dwallings on 19 cuk-de sacs leading oft &
curvad] cansrd snine road (Mobol Road), There are
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CAsSE STuny - MAGOR YILLAGE, NMIONMOUTHAHIRE
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Construetion of Rhase 1 was completed &1 Auumn
2001, Fuiure proposals include road humps, Juncton
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introducng social spocas grd rainoying raised
footveays,
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MEETING THE CHALLENGE .
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. PILOT HOME ZONES

Vacal suthorities are pilodng rine home sones in
Englind ared Waks supporied by the Depastient for
“Transpout, Local Govetnawmt arnd dhe Regiona (DTLR).
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Trarwport 2000

The Impact Centre

12 -18 Hoxeon Street

Lendan N NG

"Fels D20 7613 0743

email: sfipPrmnspor 200 demen conk

Sustcans

35 iGing St

Bdsw] BS] 402
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COMMITTEE - 19" November 2002
RESIDENTIAL ZONE SCORESHEET App 2
Location Uso of Route
Bugrouts 1
Roguwsted by i HGV Rouls (> £%vol) -2
Year of subrission . -| Cyde route . 1
[ACGIDENTS WITHIN FIVE YR PERIDD | Roule lo-schosl Asarty 1
Parled from Crima and Disordsr ‘
Parzonal mjury Acciiants Polnts No problems reporied fo Rochford DG a
Q ¢ Probiams tepoyiart to Roshford DO {
1-3 3 '
4-5 3]
Above 6 9 ROAD CHARACTERISTICS - 1 point par faciilty
Ragidendat T
‘Secondgyry Bohool !
Primary/ifanis Schoal 1
Shops 1
Adgittorest points for PIA iveiving ‘Convnundty tacfitles 1
vulmarsblo users eg children, cyclisba, -1 -QAPa houalng 1
perincitant Indfpop_njaehi _ — 1
| GENERAL CONDHTION OF AREA
“In need of Improvemant 4
Loss then satisfactory (fred) 2
Jatlafaciony. 0
TRAFFIC [NTRUSION
ke Mo roed considerad atetrunor gt | Yo 2
Wrough
Pedesttian NumberVehlgle Rumber Doss ths road pever communities fom Koal | Yas q4
12 hour petfod ships and setvicas
Ao O 1 OTHER CONSIDERATIONS
0.01 w005 3
0091001 L]
0,105 7
0.5t g
> J% chiidian 1
> 20% aldery -4
TEEEL‘E SPEED Bbwaa
Exisiing apsad it~ 30 Ry
fa pested lnit eppropriets Ry road Yo -E‘
< limdl ¥il ting lst allowance
30mph to 33mch 1 1 tima feviewed Y
33mph to 35 mpht ‘3 2"' fime raviewad 4
Bbenph to 3Fmph & 37 time reviawed 2
| Over 37 7
ROUTES FITNESS FQH PURFOSE TOTAL
Fontway arovislon
oodd bath shde’s of road ]
Gond ane akle nedequate the other. Z o
Inedequate both sidea 3
Nonhe [
15 foad layeul edepuita | No A FProcead wih ramedial messung
Is liphing acequate Yes [ Indude In naxt years review
Upgrada reg 2 Diher (spetfy)
Mana 4
Ganoraly aeb thard Yas 2
parking problams
Ne 4]
< H
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ENVIRONMENT OVERVIEW & SCRUTINY ltem 8
COMMITTEE - 19" November 2002

ESSEX GOUNTY.COUNGIL o APPENDIX 2
HIGHWAYS AND TRANSPORTATION GROUP

RESIDENTIAL ZONES -
NOTES FOR GOMPLETION

The residenilal zone score sheet has been designed to enable an accurate avaluation to
ba miade between sites of ditfaring charzcter, vehicle usage and levels of sireet achivity.

The assessment builds upon findaments] enginesring’ cdlaria 10 nclude envionmendsi”and
soclal issuss within an al-embracing framawork,

The assessment js, divided nto categures, which are-all of a quentltative nature, ensufing an
squiable syslem of acoring. .

Road Actidont Fraquenay i
Polnts ane awarded for Injury sbeldents within/the zons uiing previous's yearedgte.
Adduional points are awarded for vilnerable road users.eq: children, cytlists and sldery persons

Note: A chiid accident is one where the child’s own actions had a direct Influsnte on. the
accidant, i.¢. nbl a child passenger in acar. ‘

Padostilan/Vehicutay

In order that a reazonable assessment of potental pedastrianivebicular confiist cein be
determined, a survey should be undertaken (—_1[? Hour) #t the point of highesat:
pedastrianfvehicular activly. Pedostrians and vehicles are counted as they eross a finke!
line, alther walklng along the footway or crossing the road. Agaln additional polnts may
be awarded K there is a higher than aversge percantege of children or elderly persons it
the count {»20%). since works will pariicilarly sdvantage membars of these groups,

By using an assessment of conflict as opposed to absdlute rmmbem ihe results g]v,afai
much betiér indication of resident anxiety caused by the severing effects of motor
vehicles, ' ' '

Vehicle Speed

Vehicle speed Is one of the: major contributary factors whan accidents oceur and to the
Jovel of sevarity, It'la also ane of the major causes of anxlety for-residents. A survey
should be Undartakan, at the point where vehicle speed Is at #s highest, to record values
of 85 perceiitie and mean lraffic speeds.. Points are awarded where the 85 percentie
spsed exceads ihe.posted spaed lirit

Routos fitnexs foripurpoga

Engineering measures may be used indirectly {0 overcome. deficlandies within the
sxdsting oarringeway.

This may be tha case, far axample, where there is.an obvious need for & footway, but.
due to the width of the rad or other constraining factors R i not possible to oreate ona,
A scheme may be developed to remove the need to segregate differing modes of travel, .

Therp may.also be the opportunty to provkie belter street lighting or protected kerbside
paﬂ@gvdﬂﬂnmamﬁ;mm. P P . . |
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ENVIRONMENT OVERVIEW & SCRUTINY ltem 8
COMMITTEE - 19™ November 2002

Use of routo

The finese of the road for the puposes for which & iS used must be of paramount
imponﬂm; -

Many streat activiles are complemented by the Introduction of measures, such as a
cyde route or “walking buses”. Thersfore consideration shoutd be glven fo all rutes
whete a frequent bus service aperates or whers Heavy Goods vehigies exceed 5% of the
total trafiic volums, since these may be-adversely effectad by such propusals,

Road characteristics

A road's charscler has & greet Influence an traffic and fesidents porception ‘of Waffic
related problems. Traffic Is most'intrusive in denss resldential aress.. It is-these arcas
that fhe Reeldential Zone concept Is being -almed at and.stand to galn most from a

sensitively desigried scheme,

Other arsas of prime conelderation are shopping streefs whers thera is high pedastrian
aclvity and low traffic speeds ae Yo be encouraged. At present the zones under
conslderation are not in this category.

Ganaral condition of area

The Introduction of a scheme should not be restricted-to'just physical calming measiires,
A package aphroach groviding engineering and enviranmental measuses, togelhier with
road safely education, can be combined fo enhance the safety amd appedrance of an.
area as wall as forming greater socigl links within.the community. =

Theratigh consultation with resldents-wlll ensure both the greates{ potential for.success
and ulthmate resident satisfaction,

Othar conslderations

The presénce of waffic dolming messures ¢an have a significart effect on the'
altractivenass of & route o through traffic. An assessment of dally Iraffic fiowe together
with Jocal knowledge should be sufficlant to detarmine If this ls.a problem.

Whilst there should be no hesitation In Introduging physleal engineéring measurds, on
Individual roeds, # should be preferabe only ‘where traffic will npt migrate oo other
unsufizble outes. ‘

The rise In trakic lavalh, especially on loasl distributor and Viflage epine mbds: has'
effectively cul off many young end elderly resfdents from ioesl shops and senvicss.
Measures which allavigta the anxlety of crossing the road can stimulate. commnity:
actlvity and also increasa the use of dther ndn-motorised forms of transpent. )

In simidar gircumetances, typically an estate and access roads, treffic wil supprees social
activily in the streat, Every effort should be made o encowrage a living environment
whers msidents can feel safe and relaxed, unthreatensd by tafflc benefigial both to
cammunity spirit and the security of (he area. :

- \ Lo ! ‘:'\';i\
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ENVIRONMENT OVERVIEW & SCRUTINY Item 8
COMMITTEE - 19" November 2002

Walling list pllowance.

Onece & scheme has beeri requested, # wilt be included In thre conseculive
assessments. Thersafler, the schame will be dropped from the assessment unlgss it Is
;-e-requestsd '

Action

‘Whilst #t Is appreciated that only a small number of the tatal schemes retpiested wilk be
selacted for irsatment, the information galned can be useful in identifying problem areas
and addredsing thess as individual matiers in.other programmes or reviews ef): Accidant
Reduction 2010 or Footway Schemes
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ENVIRONMENT OVERVIEW & SCRUTINY Item 8
COMMITTEE - 19™ November 2002

o App 3
ESSEX COUNTY COUNCIL
HIGHWAYS AND TRANSFORTATION GROURP

RESIDENTIAL IMPACT APPRAISAL - PRIORITY PREFERENCE QUESTIONNAIRE

What priority would you give 16 the followlng lssues?- Please tick appmpytate bax

nimpogtant: Low “Metum High Vary bigh
Priosy Prioclly Priogs e

k|

Reduciug the speed of vehicles E
Réeducing number of vohicies
Improving pedestrian safoly
Reducing vehicle confliet
haprovemenis to roed layowt
Improventenis to footway Jayen

+ Provide facllites forcyclists’
Reduse vehicle polinion
Redyge tiaffic nolse Jevels
Improve the yenldity of road and
footpath-surfircing
Tmprove greef Hghting
Provision of spaces with amenity
value frhibd's py mea, watioy e ok 5

13;  Landsceplng improveinents

14, Encourage ¢ommunity nveboment

in gcheme's development

15, . kmprove the arga’s image

b Deferihe threat of vanialism

17, Lilter 7 _

18, Remove the opportunitics for
joyriding -
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ENVIRONMENT OVERVIEW & SCRUTINY
COMMITTEE - 19" November 2002

Item 8

ESSEX COUNTY GOUNCIL

HIGHWAYS AND TRANSPORTATION GROUP

SCHEME PROPQSALS QUESTIONNAIRE

What is yout opinlon of the measures on &i;s_play &t the exhifiitlon?

Please tiek approprigte box

L EENHe L R~

Road hurms

Chicaiices

Road narrows
Telority working
Galeways

Overnm areas
Central islands
Rumple strips

Raard sievercnce

20 mph Zorna-
Waiting reairictions
Restriction on HOV

. Planting of rees

Scatz/Benehes
Childs play area

Virry bad

:
:
E

g

O g%

LI LI SO

1

I

Very

m i . : - .

M‘wﬂé%%%“&fé‘“ yot wauld ke to make ~ Fiease alto vy reyverso side
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ENVIRONMENT OVERVIEW & SCRUTINY ltem 8
COMMITTEE - 19" November 2002
ESSEX COUNTY COUNGIL
HIGEWATS AND TRANSPORTATION GROUP
BCHEME SATISFAGHON QUESTIONRAIRE
In wnp:mm haw bavee U r.lmgnmlde it your road ellecied mach of the followiny fxiues?
Pleaas tick tha box-which hast reflasta your opinion
LI e dhacge Diectensed
I Vel epoed [j s, o0 I S |
Tnetnzad Mo chang: Drecreased
2. Number of vehichis D 0O oo 30 0 0 |
Ineresunl Ko.shangs Decrsased
worasssy (][]0 00 ] OOOQ0O O
Inersasid : Mo Changs Trosrisisd
4. Vddéuooﬂici‘ ] g 3 []
Q 3 Ragm - ﬁl;]w
5. Wi ] 000 od oo OO0 [
Poor Guod
6. Foomnyiom M DDDED oo o0 [
Poor _ Good
T Cychgraviskn p 00 od D oo o [
' igh Cow
L e pdhdon 0 oo 00 o
0. T noin ] Jooo [} ooon O
P : o chungs ‘ Goad
. S tytiog ] Oooo uls [ B I
. L o, Meshege Unerestad
1L Vendafiam E:] ' O oo oo ag D
Tnctented o churge ) "Decronped
2 e 0o oo oo o0
13, oyl 1 O OO 8 _[J ] ‘ ‘
e oo : . Gowd
14 Shrestempe D D [ . D g d D [::!

|

1 yau woasdd 1ike to ke anrspmnwommmb, pMuumndeoﬁhi:Mm
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