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RESIDENTIAL ZONES AND THE ASSESSMENT AND RANKING

1 SUMMARY

1.1 The purpose of this report is to:

• Outline the Residential Zone Strategy for Rochford
• Present to Members the assessment system to prioritise the four zones

identified in the Locally Determined Programme.
• Present to Members the prioritised list of Residential Zones to enable the

consultation to commence.

1.2 The zones being considered are Pooles Lane Hullbridge, Roach 
Ave/Glasseys Lane Rayleigh, Anne Boleyn estate Rochford, Rectory Ave and 
associated roads Hawkwell.  These zones were identified by Members and 
Parishes through the Locally Determined process.

2 Background

2.1 In the year 2000/01 a new category called Residential Zones was introduced
into the Locally Determined Programme to replace a previous Speed
Reduction Measures category. The introduction of simple measures as part of
speed reduction, for example signs and lines, were considered not sufficient
in reducing speeds and did not allay residents concerns for the areas in which
they lived.  By adopting a different approach afforded by the Residential Zone
concept a more effective scheme could be introduced covering a wider range
of measures which to encourage more thought about the local environmental
and social issues.

2.2 Special care has been made to name this local initiative “Residential Zones”
so as not to confuse it with the Government led pilot scheme  “Home Zones”
that is trialling nine specific sites throughout the country and being monitored
by Government.  Although the Rochford District is not involved with this trial it
was felt that given support, local concerns could be addressed in a similar
manner.

2.3 Appendix 1 attached gives a brief overview of what can be achieved as part of
the Home Zone project but would be tailored to suit the selected “Residential
Zone” for Rochford District.

3 Further information

3.1 Before embarking on the planning and design of the selected “Residential
Zone” all the areas nominated must be assessed in a consistent manner to
establish a prioritised list.
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3.2 Meetings have been held with District Councillors of the Wards involved to
discuss and agree items that needed to be taken into consideration to develop
the assessment  procedure.  A multi-criteria approach has been used to
assess “zones” that demonstrate different characteristics, needs and
circumstances. A copy of the assessment form and explanatory notes are
shown in Appendix 2.  The points system, applied to each category, has been
derived empirically with tests made to ensure a consistent result is achieved.

4 Proposal for the top ranked zone

4.1 It is intended that a standard procedure be adopted for the assessment,
design and implementation of “Residential Zone” schemes.

4.2 The need for thorough consultation is paramount and the success or failure of
a scheme largely depends on how well it is received by the local community.
Resident involvement at key stages of the design process can promote local
interest and awareness, as well as ensuring important issues are not
overlooked.

4.3 The design of any scheme as a result of this Residential Zone initiative should
provide scope for the use of not only traditional measures but development of
new ideas and experimentation where appropriate.

4.4 Residents and other interested parties, in the selected Residential Zone will
be asked to complete questionnaires at key stages of the scheme
development. Typical examples of the questionnaires are included in
Appendix 3. These questionnaires are by no means rigid and will be varied to
reflect local conditions and concerns.  Stamped addressed envelopes will be
provided to ensure a good return.

4.5 Once a suitable scheme has reached the preliminary design stage, a local
exhibition may be held where residents can comment on the proposal
displayed and to suggest improvements or revisions. The Residential Zone
theme will enable schemes to be progressed on environmental and social
issues whilst taking into account safety and perceived speeding problems. It is
vitally important therefore to have the support of the majority of residents
affected before detailed design commences.

4.6 Following the implementation of the scheme and a suitable period to monitor
performance, a further “Scheme Satisfaction Questionnaire” will be sent out.
This will provide a subjective performance indicator as to how successful the
scheme has been.

4.7 New areas submitted through the Locally Determined Programme will be
assessed and prioritised on a yearly basis. Schemes on the list should only be
considered for three consecutive assessments before being dropped from the
programme.

4.8 The introduction of measures related to Residential Zones should not preclude
an area from being considered for other remedial measures such as Accident
Reduction 2010.
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5 Result of Assessment

5.1 Using the assessment form the prioritised list is as follows:

1 Pooles Lane Hullbridge
2 Anne Boleyn Est Rochford
3 Rectory Ave Est Hawkwell
4 Roach Ave – Glasseys Lane Rayleigh

If the recommendation is accepted Pooles Lane will be the first zone to be
treated as part of the scheme.

6 Finance

6.1 A sum of £7000 has been set aside from the Locally Determined Budget for
appointment of a Consultant to undertake the consultation process and
possible scheme design.

6.2 For the maximum success the Residential Zone strategy will need future
financial commitment and it is expected that joint funding will be required to
implement any scheme proposed.  Due to the strategy being in the first stages
and a scheme has yet to be considered the matter of financial considerations
have not been fully discussed or explored.

7 Conclusions

7.1 The Residential Zone concept aims to address both environmental and social
concerns with the fullest possible community involvement and as a result
introduce changes and improvements to the street scene.

7.2 The assessment sheet provides a more equitable comparison between
competing “zones” .

7.3 Thorough consultation with residents will ensure schemes proceed with the
involvement of the local community.

8 Recommendation

8.1 It is proposed that the Committee considers the following and recommends
accordingly:

(1) That the assessment scoring sheet be used as the basis for prioritising 
all future requests for Residential Zones.

(2) That the first zone to be initiated be Pooles Lane Hullbridge, as 
determined using the assessment scoring sheet.

(3) That the procedure for progressing successful schemes, including the 
method of public consultation, be as detailed in Section 4 of the report.
(County Highways)
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Nick McCullagh
             Area Manager, Highways and Transportation Group

     Essex County Council
______________________________________________________________

Background Papers:

Notes from previous meetings
Worked assessments for all four zones
Statistics relating to speed, accidents and pedestrian counts

For further information please contact Lyn Harvey on (01268) 771458
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